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PREFACE. 



In sending forth this Volume I feel I cannot plead for 
it usefolness^ philosophical interest, or the promiUgatioii 
of new ideas. To be instructive and amusing at one 
and the same time is indeed.difficult^ therefore if I attain 
one of thèse ends^ that ôf amusing jÀj readers^ T shall 
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LETTER I. 

Departoe of Soldiers for Italj — Empress commended ''to the 
charge of the People" — ^Perpétuai Motion of Fashion — ^Ând 
Old-Fashioned Mantîlla revived — The New Fourreau, or Old 
Casaque— Little Bonnets — Exhibition of Paintîngs at the 
Palais de l'Industrie — 'ïhe Gardens of Paris — New Gomedy 
bjr George Sand — Halcjon dajs of Lodging-house Keepera 
— The"01dGuard." 

Paris, Wednesdaj, Maj é, 1859. 
Were the traveller who left Paris a fortnight ago soddenly to 
retum to that noted City of Pleasures, he would certainly be 
astonisbed at the wonderful change wiought in so short a tbne 
in the gênerai aspect of the town. Not that the beantifîil 
palaces, magnificent gardens, and fairy-like fountains ha?e 
çhanged their places ; not that there are fewer or less bril- 
liant équipages in the Bois de Boulogne ; not that the bea» 
monde is less gay, but the army — that great, and, in Paris» 
conspicuous body of men — is in the bustle and confusion 
which always foUows a déclaration of war. The soldier who 
used to stroll so leisnrely and gaily along the principal streets^ 
oocasionally bestowing a benignant smile on some perambu- 
latory nursery-maid, or heartily shakiug hands witha/Ooia- 
lade, has now other and more serions thiogs to thiukof; ,tbe 
nursery-maid is passed nnheeded and uncared-for, and the 
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comrade receives but a hasty nod of récognition. The French 
are decidedly a martial people — the soldiers seem perfectly 
deligbted at tbe idea of war ; but affecting scènes may be 
witnessed almost every night at tbe Lyons Eailway terminus, 
wben tbe moment of parting comes and tbe final good- 
bye bas to be saîd. Fatbers parting from cbildren, bus- 
bands from wives, brotbers from sisters, would make tbe 
scène beart-rending, were it not tbat tbose left bebind, and 
wbom one would imagine quite crusbed and bopeless, seem, 
oa tbe contrary, perfectly imbued witb the idea tbat tbe 
parting relative is certain to come back (and soon, too) witb 
tbe '* épaulettes " which every French soldier so desires. 

The Emperor's proclamation, issued yesterday, bas been 
leceiyed with tbe greatest enthnsiasm. His speaking of 
leaving tbe Empress and tbe Prince Impérial *' to tbe charge 
of tbe people " was certainly a most bappy idea ; for e^ery 
Frencbman will now 'feel tbat tbe Empress and Prince are 
oonfided to bim personally, and wiU act accordingly. It was 
ihought tbat the Emperor would leave on Saturday for the 
seat of war, but the report now is tbat next Thursday is tbe 
day fixed for bis Majesty's departure. ' On Tuesday eyening 
ibère was a réception at the Tuileries, wbich exceeded ia 
brilliançy any given this year. The Diplomatie Corps was 
weU represented — while a large number of private indiTidnals 
•«-ibe A7e of Frendi sodety — were présent. The Empress 
WB8 looking most loyely, baying lost tbe air of fatigue wbidi 
die bad before Lent. 

In spîte of tbe pre-occupation of mind wbich the approach- 
ii^ war must occasion Her Majesty, T obserye tbat she sliU 
ooDtinues to be the leader of tbe fasbion, and her toilettes 
ikis epring are, if possible, more recherché than eyer. It bas 
hwfk ma tbat perpétuai motion was an impossibiiitj : but tbe 
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onceasing change of fashions in Paris certainly rnnst conyinoe 
fiyen the most incredulous that the Paris dressmakelv hâve 
rendered perpétuai motion practicable. They are now bring- 
ing in fashion mantillas of certainly fifteen, if not twenty 
years back. Who does not remember the black silk man- 
tillas with long tabs in front, and loose ilowing back, whose 
only décoration was a small flounce of the samematerialP 
In fact, almost the same shape as the modem circulai doak, 
except being fastened up at the arms with black ailk braid- 
ing, which leaves the hands quite uncovered. This simple 
garment is very pretty, and quite the rage for moming cos- 
tume ; the same shape made of black silk, embroidered with 
jet beadSf and trimmed with a deep row of guipure or Chan- 
tilly lace^ is of the best possible taste for the *' toilette ha- 
billée." Tlie ^'Parisiennes " seem determined to make them- 
selves more of the churn shape than ever, as ail skirts to 
dresses are now made in gores, being wide at the bottom and 
graduaUy diminishing till there remain few if any gathers to 
be sewn into the body. This mania for gore skirts bas 
brought the " Fourreau " into great favour, though it was at 
first feared it would not take. The '' Fourreau " is nothing 
more nor less than an elongated casaque, or long Basque^ 
«hich bas been so fashionable for several seasons, except that 
the former comes quite down to the feet, is fastened up the front 
with large buttons, and an under skirt of the same materîal 
ia consequently not required. The sleeve which is made for 
this handsome, but perhaps peculiar dress, is thè long Yene- 
tian, or, as they hâve re-named it, " Magician sleeve," eut 
very far up the arm, so that the whole of the undersleeve may 
be seen. 

Closed undersleeves are decidedly in vogue this spring ; it 
^nuB thought, although the linen clo&ed sleeves had mât witb 
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soch gênerai favour in the winter, that as soon as spring, with 
lier genia] breezes should corne, the open muslin sleeve would 
again be rcsorted to ; but, alas ! for the expectatioa of the 
lÀngïrei (who delight in the wiiJe sleeve, on account of the 
quantity of lace it requires). the closed sleeve still reigns 
sapreme for walking or carriage dress, while the flowing sleeve 
13 confined to dioner or eveniug toilette. 

Bonnets seem to be rather sroaller than in the winter, 
and our English helles still persist in saying that one of thèse 
fine days Madame Ode Laiire, or Hocquet, will tnm out as a 
neio idea the unfortunate little bonnet (?) which has been so 
in vogue in London this last ye«r ; bnt I donbt it greatly, 
for although the '' crush " is very becoming to some faces 
(and especially to the round, rosy oiies of the English girls), 
its back view is too ugly ever to be adopted by the tasty 
Prench modistes, 

The Exhibition of Paintings of Living Artists at the 
Palais de Tlndustrie is still drawing crowds of appréciative 
and discriminating visitors. The Exhibition is generally 
oonsidered better than tlie one two years ago, although many 
of the celebrated artists who ^eneraUv contribute hâve nothing 
this year. The admission is free on Sundays, so as to give 
ail classes a chance of seeing nnd admiring the works of art, 
and it is estimated that over forty thoitsand persons visited 
the Exhibition last Sunday. The order that is presen^ed by 
thèse people is soraething wonderful ; they pass in quietly 
and peaceably, look at the pictures quickly (for they know 
there are others waiting outside for admission), and, in fact, 
conduct tbemselves in a mai mer thnt might be well imitated 
by many of the persons who come on the pay days. 

It is only when the we.illier will hâve become insuffèrably 
hot that the citizeua of Paris will nppreciate the beautifui 
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garden wbicli bas been laid oui so recently behind the Palais 
de l'Industrie ; in fact, it is in a rather oot-of-the-way place» 
and for that very reason, will be more agreeable than many 
otbers more exposed. The childreu hâve found it ont, thoogb, 
and are only waiting for the fonntain to be finished, to make 
it a grand playgronnd ; I am sore in tbeir little hearts they 
bless the Emperor Napoléon for ail the beautiful places he has 
caused to be made for their gratification and weU-beîng. The 
Frè Catalan, the fairy-like garden in the Bois de Boulogne, 
bas been most splendidly decorated this year, and draws 
erowds of the promenaders in the Bois, who seem never tired 
of listening to the inspiriting strains of the regimental banda 
and looking at the gracefxd danseuses in the " Théâtre des 
Menrs/' It is certainly a pleasant place of amusement, and 
becomes doubly so wheu the heat of the weather rendors 
theatre-going impossible. 

The opéra season at the "Italiens" is over,though"Poliuto" 
wonld doubtless hâve been attractive for so'me time to corne. 
Mme. Penco has made herself quite a favourite, while Tam- 
berlik is as great a pet as ever among the opera-goers. The 
" Gymnase," generally supposed to be a favourite place of 
amusement for the Empress, has been giving a three act 
comedy by Madame George Sand, entitled " Maguerite de St. 
G«mme." The comedy is delicately and carefully written, 
but its utter want of action will prevent its ever becoming a 
standard play. It is a pity that Madame Sand will persist 
in making her heroines such strong-minded women ; par coU' 
séqiœnt, her heroes so weak-minded. The character of Mar- 
guerite is certainly one to admire, but the commisération 
that one has for the good-hearted, but weak-minded husband, 
takes away from the gênerai good effect that the play woud 
otherwise create. Madame Eose Chéri plays the principal 
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èhaiaeter with ^at spirit, and is, undoHbtedlj» cme of ik 
very beat eomedietmeê on tbe Fieneh staj^ M. Dapnis, tb 
&TOwrite comedian of tkis théâtre, bas a r^ wbidi is totdi] 
UDWortby bis wdl knowK ability. Tbe otber ibeatres ha^e no* 
iàÔBg itew; tbe ^Bouffes Parisiens," tbe troupe of eoraediaoi 
wbo wcre so wdl ivceiTed in London a aniple of seasoas ago^ 
are givis^ tbe 200tb representstioii of ** Orpbés aux fiafen." 
Tbe tbeatre is so rerj smalUbat tbis is not aA aD siix;Mismg; 
tbongk tbe extiaTagant priœs for seato mnat make it a gooi 
timig îot tbe manager. 

Tbe faraisbed lodging-boase keqpers are now in tbe 
greatest glee. Tfaey imagine tbat tbe war in Italy will pre- 
vent aU people of ioTtune wbo usnally yisit tbe " vavaj 
elime '* at tbis season of tbe year, carrynig ont tbebr intention, 
and tbat tbey will corne to Pans iastead. Tbej may not be 
mistaken. I bope tbey are not. I bare oSten wondered at 
Pasbion's strange freaks. Jost at tbe time wben Paris ia most 
beaiatifal, most green, most inviting, Fasbion's notariés are dF 
to some disagreeable snnny watering-place, making tbemselves 
as nncomfortable as possible in small dark rooms in tbat most 
tmpleasaiDt of aU places — a Freneh botel. 

To-day beiûg tbe amiiversaiy of tbe deaib of Napokon,. 
numbers of tbe *' Old Gnard " may be seen, in tbeir peenlî» 
uniform, dating back to tbe time of tbe first Empire, siir- 
zoundiag tbe column în tbe Place Vendôme, and leaving 
eadi bis little crown of immortelles as bis tribnte of respect 
to tbe Boemoiy of tbeir great leader. 
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LETTëE II. 

Departure of tlie Emperor for the Seat of War — Tlie Opéra» 
Tamberlîk's famons C sharp — ^Tbe Race-Gonise— T^ CH 
Wofm^nand the New Loan— How Firance treats hcr •* best 
801»''— The Frïncess Glotilde—The little Prinoe Wag 
notograpbed— Tke Mooq takiag an Evening Walkinthe 
TnkheaGardei»— APamousSoiigstareia — The Exhibition— - 

Pana» Satiirdaj, May 14, 1859. 

Tkb âeparfcwre of tke Bnxperor for Itafy took place yesterdi^ 
ai m o'elock in the aftcmocn. As early as three ail tke 
8tiee<9 fpom the Palaee to the Lyons Bailway terminus weie 
lined with people anadoiis to get a yicw of thdr Sovereiga 
befoie he left them £»r the seat of war. Owing to the kiad- 
ness of a friend at Court onr party was allowed to enter the 
Dépâty and we exœseqnently had an excellent yiew of theff 
Mcyeslies as they arrived, aligl^ed, and entered the building» 
a» well as their recqptkm by the railwvjf offidab and thdff 
entrance înto the caixiages. Tbt railway terminus was beaa* 
tifàlly Êtted up wxth âags and gold shields bearing the 
Impérial anns, and the ordinary waiting-room was arranged 
in a mofft tasteful and charming manner. We were obliged 
to leave oor cacrii^ bc;fore airiving at the Dépôt, as the 
streets and squares were so blocked up with people that to 
penetrate the liviug mass was an impoasibility. At half-past 
five the Emperoor and (contrary to expeetation) the Empreas 
arnhred. Her Majesty had resolTed to go as far as Montereim 
with the Empevor, dîne there, and retum in the eTcning at tea 
o'ebdi. She was accompanied by her ladies of hononr, who 
wm to letwn with her. The Prineess Clotilde cane to takfr 
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leave of lier Impérial oonsort» as aLso of the Bmpercv aiid 
Empress» but she left almoet immediately, acoompanied by 
the Prince Jérôme. The Empresa seemed veiy much affected 
— tears ooursed tbeir way unrestrainedly down her dieeks, 
and the efforts of the Emperor to cheer her seemed but to 
make hex more mconsolable. As the Impérial ixain left, loud 
cries of " Vive l'Empereur 1" << Vive l'Impératrice !" firom the 
people greeted one's ears. and mingled with the martial straina 
of the legimental band outside. The scène altogether was a 
sad one — ^the Empress's were not the onl^ tears that flowed. 
Ifany a sad wife gazed on her husband's retreating form — 
that husband who was going to the battle-field, never perhaps 
to see the loved wife again. It is oseless to dwell on thèse 
things, but it is astonishing how we lose our nationalify, and 
beccmie, as we shonld, like sister and sister, when we see our 
feUow-beings under the influence of great sorrow. I am sure 
we sympathised with ail our hearts with our weeping neigh- 
bour ; it nerer once occurred to us that she was French— a 
ihing that might hâve presented itself to our minds had we 
seen h^ laughing immoderately, a fault which French ladies 
unfiortunately hare. But to-day ail was changed, and it was 
proved that they hâve as much sentiment as people of other 
nations. It is said that the Empress was exoeedingly anxious 
to go with the Emperor, and had it not been that her duties 
as Begent retained her in Paris, she would certainly hâve 
yidded to her desires. 

In spite of the war and the departure of the Emperor, 
Paris continues as gay as ever. The " Italiens," though the 
"positively last night" was announoed a fortnight ago, still 
keq>s on with Madame Penco and Tamberlik on Bistori's off- 
nights. Last Eriday the Empress, the Prinoess Clotilde, and 
Prince Napoléon honoured with their présence the last per- 
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formanoe of PoliiUo. The house was crowded to excess, and 
thé opéra was received with screams of applause ; the well* 
known ooldness of the audience of the Italiens renders this 
«ûrcumstance donbly fiatteiing to the artiste. After FoUuto, 
Tambèrlik and Corsî sang the " duo " firom Otello, in which 
Tamberlîk gives his famous G sharp. He was compelled to 
repeat this wonderfuUy high note three times for the enrap- 
tured Pansians, and flowers and wreaths of laurel, deoorated 
with libbons, ^ were thrown to the smiling pe^oimer, who 
bowed his thanks, first to the Impérial box, and then to the 
auditory. The Impérial party seemed greatly pleased at the 
performance, often during the evening giiring the signal for 
applause. 

The last running of the spring meeting came off last 
Sunday (don't be shooked, dear reader, it's always Sunday 
that they choose for the racing-day in Paris) at the Bois de 
Boulogne. The Emperor and Empress were présent at it. 
The stands were crowded to excess, and even the resenred 
space in front of them was occupied by ladies. Within the 
ropes there was a large number of carriages and horsemen. 
Count de Momy, the Minister of State, the Minister of 
Agriculture and Commerce, the Prefect of the Seine, the 
Prefect of Police, and Marshal Magnan were présent to meet 
the Emperor, nearly ail of them in uniform. The running 
for the Emperor's Stakes was very good, and was won by 
Madame Letache de Ea/s £ièvre. 

We hâve had several " premières représentations " at the 
différent théâtres, but the pièces given hâve really been so 
poor that they are not worth noticing. In fact, I suppose 
the managers think it mmecessary to go to the trouble to find 
good pièces, as their théâtres are always full, let the play be 
everso^bad. The Parisian is a theatre-going biped : take 
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from bim any amusemeiit but that, and be grumbles not, Irat 
'Ihe tbeatre must be visited ai ail bazards. 

It bas been tbougbt as good as a play to see tbe croirdi 
of persons who daily assemble at tbe différent places appomted 
for reœiving tbe subscriptiou to tbe new loan of 5 00,000, OOOf. 
It is said tbat at one place alone, tbe " Crédit Foncier," tbe 
aabscriptions wiU quite cover tbe desired sum. It is amusing 
to see old women, who bave bougbt ten francs' wortb of 
Beute, walk awaj witb tbe prood bearing of persons wbo 
bave benefited tbeîr conntiy: they eacb and ail tbink tbat 
tbey are aiding tbe cause of Italy by tbe ten francs they bave 
disbursed. Acconnts from the provinces state tbat, as in 
Paris, the eagemess to take part in the loan is greater tlun 
on any similar occasion. Tbe English joumals who persisted 
in saying tbat the French nation was bankrupt, must now own 
their error in seeing this unmistakeable proof to the contraiy. 

Tbe Lamartine snbscription bas been dosed by tbe 
express désire of M. de Lamartine. In a letter to the Prési- 
dent of the Subscription Fund, tbe offended poet déclares 
tbat bis knowledge of bis dévotion to France will sufiice Mm ; 
tbat bis country bas not responded to bis call, and he tbo- 
xougbly despises it in conséquence. It is to be regretted tbat 
a person of such undeniable talent as M. de Lamartine 
•bould bave acted in the untoward manner tbat he bas done 
during tbe wbole of this " subscription " affair. His réitération 
of a détermination to leave a country which bas treated so nn« 
gratefully one of her '* best sons " (to use bis own expression), 
and bis never carrying his détermination into effect, bas made 
bis name a perfect jest in France at the présent time. One 
is surprised tbat a poet who made his bero in ^* Jocelyn *' 
resign his fortune in such a magnanimous manner should be 
bimself so little imbned witb the same spirit. 
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'Sh» Prineess Clotilde will soon be in the enjojment af a 
bafamiy wliich will enable her to bave a fine vkw in Tarions 
directrôns over Paris. Workmen are now bnsily engaged ûi 
erecting it for ber Impérial Higbness ; wben finisbed it wift 
be eorered and will extend ta tbe Gkderie d'Orléans, in tbe 
PalaÎB Eojal, commimicatîng witb Prince Napoleon't apari» 
ments. 

A large crowd assembled yesterday on tbe Boulevard ém 
Italiens, ta get a peep at tbe Httle Prince as be entered Ûm 
pbotograpbic establisbment of Disderi and Co. His little 
Higbness was going to baye bis portrait taken, in ail proba- 
Ulity to be given to tbe Emperor to take awaj witb bim. Ha 
ia a sweet cbild ; and, altbongb not yet four years old, one 
would almost imagine tbat be knew already wbo be is, so dig- 
nified is bis bearing and so cbary is be of bis smiles. 

An impérial decree pnblisbed yesterday in tbe Moniteur^ 
tbe officiai jonmal, eonfers tbe Eegeney on tbe Empieaa 
dnring bis Majesty's absence; anotber decfee eonfers on 
Prince Jérôme, in the absence of tbe Empress Hegent, tbe 
presidentsbip of tbe Privy Conncil and of tbe Gouncil of 
Ministers ; and a fortber decree orders tbat a statue to tbe 
memory of tbe late Baron de Humboldt sball be placed in tbe 
gaHery of tbe Palace of Versailles. 

A new System of ligbting by electricity was tried last 
Saturday in the principal "allée" of the garden of the 
Tuileries. The brilliancy was so great tbat persons standing 
on tbe Place de la Concorde eould readily read the iDScripti<m 
of tbe Obelisk, wbile those near the apparatos looked as if 
tbeir sombre vestments were suddenly changed to the pureai 
wbite. It was amusing to see tbe astoiiishment of tbe pro- 
menaders in tbe Champs Elysée, who could not account for 
tbe extraordinary brilliancy in the garden, and who ail seemed 
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to conçut in the opinion that it was some peculiar freak of 
tlie moon. It would hare been,-indeed» peculiar to hâve seen 
lier silver ladyship walking about in the avenues of the 
Tuileries. ' - 

' This evening, at the Grand Hôtel Bu Louvre, Madame 
Guerrabella, the well-known songstress, gives her flrst concert. 
Madame Guerrabella is an American lady of great beauty and 
talent, and was attached to the Italian Opéra last season. 
Her first appearance was a veiy successful one, and proved 
that her voice was as rich in quality as her face is in beauty. 
Madame Guerrabella is assisted by Madame Bistorî andother 
artists of talent. I beHeve she contemplâtes yisiting London, 
when you will hâve an opportunity of testiug the truth of my 
remarks. 

The Exhibition is still daily crowded to excès». The 
artists whose pictures are badly placed are looking forward 
anxiously for the end of the six weeks, at which time an 
entire re-arrangement is to take place; but those who'are 
now pleased with the places allotted their pictures are of 
course as unhappy as possible. But they should be gênerons 
enough not to grumble, as they hâve had the fidd so long to 
themselves. 

The Figaro of to-day gives a short biography of Boswell, 
the English clown, who has been for thé last three years the 
pet of the circus-going community of Paris. He died on the 
Ist of May of an attack of apoplexy. He was deeply re- 
gretted by his fellow-riders and clowns, and has perhaps donc 
more to make the English liked in Paris than many an indi- 
vidual occupying a much higher sphère of action. 
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LETTER m. 

Immense snccess of the New Loan — ^Parisîan enthusiasm on the 
War Question — ^Extortionate Newsvendors — ^The Exhibition 
of Paintings — Crinoline at a Discount — ^Tbeatrical Gossip— 
" Man is a Eickle Créature " — ^The Lamartine Eund — ^Elowera 
V, Laurels — ^The Empress Régent. 

Paris, Wednesday, May 18, 1859. 
Thb greatest and most important news I can communicate 
to-day is tlie snm whicli lias been realized at the différent 
bureaus, and which constitutes the ** new loan of 500 mil« 
lions." The great désire which has been manifested by ail 
classes to subscribe, proves more than the most éloquent 
words the patriotism and the wealth of France. The daily 
papers are now repeating in mocking tenus the advice of the 
Hïmes to English capitalists, whenthat journal so strongly re- 
commended them not to take part in the loan. The Pairie 
of last eyening thinks that it was " not very apropos in the 
Moming Herald to speak so iU of the French finances the veiy 
day before the Moniteur was to announce to France and ta 
Europe the enormous figure of the national loan." It cer- 
tainly shows that the French people did not take the advice 
of the Times, as the Emperor had only askedfor 500 millions, 
and the resuit is 2,500 millions — five times the amount de- 
manded. It was a strange sight, the long Une of human be- 
ings who crowded the streets in ail directions near the sub- 
scribing bureaus ; the most singular of ail was io see them lie 
quietly down on the pavement as soon as night came on and 
wait their turn, which, to the last comers, seldom arrived be- 
fore moming. 

That the war is a pôpular one in France, there can be na 
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doubt. Since the departure of the Emperor, thç Empress 
anxiously awaited daily at the gâtes of the Palace, by crowc 
of her subjects, desirous of testifying to her Majesty the ii 
terest and affectionate respect they bear her. It appeara tha 
the Impérial progress to the seat of war haa been as great a 
ovation as that from the Tuileries to the Lyons Eailwaj Tei 
minua. Ail the " Picfcorials" of the week — ^the Momde lUmsirt 
L'IUuatration, &c. bave cuts representing the sbene in th 
Place de la Bastille, when the working people attempted t 
unhamess the horses in bis Majesty's carriage aud substitut 
themselves to drag him to the station. In truth, any foreigne 
could not but bave been struck at the manifestations o 
loyalty displayed upon this oocorrenoe. Shouts of " I wil 
touch him V* " Grod bless the benefactor of bis people !' 
" We'll take caxe of your wife and child !" were to be hearc 
on ail sides ; and the streaming eyes of the Empress, anc 
évident émotion of the Emperor, showed how deeply thi 
Impérial husband and wife were moved at the exdting aoene, 
I will not speak of the advices from the seat of war — in faotj 
they are unimportant, as no engagement bas as yet taken 
place. It is évident that the Paris public is wrought up t€ 
the highest pitch of excitement, as the little newspaper boxe^ 
or kiosks, on the Boulevards are daily (and nightly) crowded 
with anxious buyers. You go for yoor aftemoon walk, «ad 
happy aire you if you are not most unceremoniously jostled al 
at every tum by a '' Monsieur" who, lost in the depths of the 
Fairie, is walking on uneonscious of everything that passes 
around him ; the customary " Pardon Madame," is quite £>r- 
gotten, and qq stridea the news-seeking gentleman ta hig 



I intended ^o speak, in my last letter, of a species of ex-^ 
tortion practised by the Paris newsvendois ainoe the àews 
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of llie war has been afoout, The ordinary price of the PttMe^ 
Ft^s, and Presse is three sous, bnt now that the papcrs hare 
really somethiug of interest in tfaem, the unscrapulous maf' 
dumds ask ^Yt, six, and even seven sous. It îs rather hard 
to bny thèse journals ail the year round when they haye no 
eaithlj news or interest in them, and then as soon as thej 
hâve, because of existing circum stances, something that would 
leally make one désire to read them, the price is augmented. 
I perceive that yesterday they had corne down to the osual 
prioe, which was probabiy caused by the fact that the papers 
in question had warned the public against encouraging thèse 
people, and begging the buyers to come to the office of the 
journals, where copies might be had at the usual prioe. 

The Exhibition of Fine Arts, after having been open the 
specified six weeks, has now closed its doors for an entîrere- 
hanging and re-arrangement of the pictures and statues. One 
large paintiug \vill be admitted, as was the understanding at 
the opening of the Exhibition. This picture, which is called 
the ** Courtine de Malakoff," by M. Tvon, will be, I suppose, 
another of the immense battlfe scènes which this artist is so fond 
of painting. One would think that if " practice makes per- 
fect," M. Yvon must certainly be perfect in painting acenes 
from the Crimean war. The one now on exhibition, «ititled 
" La Gorge de Malakoff," and the one about to be received, 
were ordered by the Emperor for the Gallery of Versailles. It 
is generally supposed that M. Tvon will be the récipient of 
the gold medal awarded by the Jury of the Exhibition. It 
was he who carried off that prize two years ago. 

The extremely unpleasant rainy weather has retarded the 
gpring fnshions, which were beginning to bud so beautifully 
with the opening flowers at the commencement of the miwith, 
The rain keeps pattering down incessanily, and the Champs 
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Elysées and Bois de Boulogne look quite deserted. Of course 
those ladies wlio do Tenture oui are ail dressed in the con- 
yenient black, which toilette Erench ladies always hâve en 
réserve for just such weather as the présent. I see that many 
<^ thèse oracles (as far as fashion goes) are having their crape 
or China shawls dyed black, and trimmed with two rows (or 
even one) of laoe^ which makes them hâve quite the same effect 
as the garment that " Dienlafait/' and other of our noted 
shops are selling for 300 francs. So if any of my readers 
hâve thèse shawls, let them be taken to the dyers immediately, 
fpr it is oonsidered yery mauvais genre to wear the shawl in 
its original color (white) at présent. A sprinkHng of jet 
beads with the embroidery gives a rich effeot. In the absence 
of lace, deep fringe may be used» but the fringe of the shawl 
itself looks poor and thin after dying. The rage for gored 
skirts still continues, and many of the leaders of fashion are 
making their appearance (whenever the weather wiU allow 
them) MM crinoline. I need not say that thèse ladies were 
the first to adopt the above much-abused article of ladies' ap- 
parel, and are now the first to leave it off — and leave it off in. 
the fuUest sensé of the expression — ^without even the stiffened 
jufonè which were used before the advent of crinoline. Per- 
haps it was because the ladies were particularly graceful, per- 
haps for the novelty of the thing ; but I must confess (albeit a 
crinoline wearer) that the heavy folds of the robe which feU 
naturally as the lady walked, quite made me think that the 
crinoline was not such an improvement after ail. Be this as 
it may, I obsenre that her Majesty the Empress Eegent stiU 
dings to the crinoline, and no one wiU deny her having a 
graceful appearance. Bonnets are being made more and more 
simple. Those of straw or horse-hair are very pretty, tnm- 
med with a black silk curtain, red and black pc^pies on one 
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side, and black strings, with the " Empress wreath," which 
goes across the top of the insîde cap, made of small red and 
black poppies. English ladies coming to Paris are astonished 
at the quantity of black used by the French ladies in almost 
every article of their dress, and still more astonished at its 
not giving them a sombre-looking toilette, It is because ail 
the other colours in the dress or bonnet are so very bnlliant 
that the black merely has the effect of softening them down. 
Black is a very becoming colour, and might be successfully 
introduced by the London milliners. A new colour, called 
the " Mauve Irêipératrkey^ which is not quite a violet, but 
something between the lilac and the violet, has been intro- 
duced by the ribbon merchants, and is now extending to 
dresses. It is a beautiful colour ; but to those of my readers 
who are in the habit of piitting on their dresses or bonnets 
more than once or twice, I would recommend a more durable 
shade, as it fades dreadfuUy. 

Theatricals are flourishing (when are they not in Paris ?) 
Tn fact, the bad weather keeps people away firom the fashion- 
able and respectable garden, the Pré Catalan, and, of course, 
from the gardens of a lower grade as well -, and as the Parisian 
must hâve pleasure, he aies to the théâtre, his favourite win- 
ter resort. We hâve had two new comic opéras produced 
within the past'week — one at the Opéra Comique, to play on 
the off-nights of the Pardon de Ploërmel; and the other at the 
Lyrique, with Madame Ugalde as the heroine. They ar6 
about up to the standard of French comic opéras, and do not 
deserve more than a passing notice. A new comedy in 
verse, called Souvent Homme Varie (a libéral translation of 
which is '^ Man is a fickle créature"), has been produced afc 
the Français, and has had a fair success. In fact, the corne, 
dians of the Français are so perfect in every particular- 
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irtes, action, words, and ail that is required for the atage, 
tbat the poorest pièce is made médiocre, and those mediocie 
seem to be chtf d'ouvrés. I could be very eulogistio aa re- 
gards the attention to small charactera, the little nothings 
that make up the whole of the Français ; but it suddoily 
occnrs to me that perhaps I am not the first, and certain)^ 
not the most able, writer who has been strock by tbis. 80 I 
refrain, with only a word of ad vice to young actora and 
actresses of ail countries — Go and take a lesson at the Fran- 
çais. I see that Madame Miolan Carvalho is aboat to nudce 
her first appearance in your good city ; you will bave an op- 
portunity of hearing a most exquisite singer — a voioe whicà 
possesses ail the flexibility which characterises that of Miat 
Louisa Pyne, and at the same time finer and more délicate, 
if possible ; for that queen of English song has a great ad- 
mirer in the person of your humble correspondent. Madame 
Ferraris, the great danseuse^ makes her re-appearance thi» 
evening on the boards of the Grand Opéra, in the ballet of 
Sacountala. Sbe is a great favonrite with the théâtre going 
community, though I fear (for her sake) that Misa Emma 
Livry, Ihe furore of this winter, has eclipsed her in the Terp- 
sichorean art. 

The report of the définitive dosîng of the Lamartine Fund 
is contradicted in to-day's Presse. The only thiug that could 
hâve given rise to the idea, says that journal, is that ''ta 
avoid the expense of rent, paying officiais, &c., M. Lamartine 
will receive subscriptions himself at his own house in the Eue 
de la Ville l'Eveque." Some of the papers said that the un* 
fortuuate poet had realised the sum of 400,000 francs by the 
appeal to the public, but this, it appears, is not true. 

Many bons mots are being recounted by the relatives of 
ofiioers who are now gone to Italy, aa having occurred ta 
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ihem on the way. I repeat to you the foUowîng : As a ré- 
giment was passing through Nice, some yoang, and of ooiine, 
beautifiil ladies (it would destroy the romance of the thing if 
they were not beautifnl), were throwing bouquets of flowers 
down upon the heads of the retreating officers. '' Thanks, 
thanks," replied one of thèse last, ** thanks for your beautiful 
flowers, when we corne back we'll bring you laurels in re- 
tum." I hâve repeated this anecdote merely to show you 
that the above-mentioned gentleman had a good opinion of 
himself and took care to make it known. Joking apart, this 
certainty of success is often the very thing that makes sucoess. 
The French soldier is a good one ; he knows it ; he tells it ; 
be boasts of it ; and, of course, when put to the test he cannot 
prove himself unworthy of the good name he bas been giving 
himself. The officer who said to the young ladies that he 
would bring back laurels to them, will remember that remark 
on the battle-iield and try and redeem bis promise. I may 
mention hère that the troops who are leaving for Italy aie 
ordered to leave their great coats behind, as it is supposed 
ibat they will not be necessary, and it relieves the mea of a 
great weîght. 

Sinoe the departure of the Emperor ail decrees are sab- 
mitted to the Empress. It may interest your readers to 
know the form of signature adopted by her Majesty in herea* 
padty of Empress-Eegent. She signs thus : — 

" Pour l'Empereur, 
^' Et en vertu des pouvoirs qu'il nous a conféré^ 

Signé EuGEMEB.'* 

This is countersigned by the Minister as follows : — 



" Par l'Impératrice Bégente, 
Le Ministre/' fcc. 
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Decrees and formai acts are drawn out in the following 
terms : — • 

"Eugénie, Impératrice des Français, Régente de l'Empire, 
par délégation de sa Majesté Napoléon III., Empereur des 
Français par la grâce de Dieu et la volonté nationale," &c., &c. 



LETTER IV. 



Présent aspect of Paris — Characteristics of the FrencUman — ^The 
War News — ^Why do English Artists not paint for the Paris 
Exhibition? — Movements of the Court — Coldness between 
the Empress and Princess Clotilde — Spread of Protestantism 
in France — ^A " Scène " in the Opéra Comique — ^The French 
" Derby " — ^The Summer Fashions. 

Paris, Wednesday, May 25, 1859, 

Now that the great body of troops ordered off to Italy has 
left, Paris has resumed its old aspect. War is blowing her 
brazen trumpets at but a short distance from France's frontiers; 
the belligerent forces are, in fact, face to face, scarcely a 
fanuly can be found which has not some one of its dearest 
niembers at the scène of action ; and yet, in appearance, at 
least, everything is going on in Paris as if nothing had oc- 
cured. The Frenchman goes to his business, to his pleasures, 
with a tranquillity which is not affected. There is still the 
greatest activity at the Bourse ; the allées of the Bois de 
Boulogne are stHl crowded with the same promenaders ; the 
théâtres are iilled to overflowing. One would almost be in- 
duced to think that the Parisians were quite ignorant of what 
was taking place in Italy — ail is calm, but this calm is not 
indifférence; for let it but be reported on the Boulevard 
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that startKng news has arrived from Piedmont, and the strol- 
ling and nonchalant gentlemen, who is smoking his afternoon 
cigar in the crowded thorouglifare, appearing to be lost in 
admiration of the ahready green trees, the charms of his before 
dinner '* absinthe " or the pleasures of a gay evening, after 
a fatiguing day, will precipitate himself towards one of the 
news-venders' stalîs, hastily purchase the Journal du soir and 
eagerly search for the desired information ; he is no longer the 
same man ; strange contrast ! It is but among Parisians that 
one can see such variability of character ; in the midst of events 
which are of the greatest moment to them they are still faith- 
fnl to their old habits ; they pass from the most lively émotion 
to the most complète stoicism, in a space of time ahnost 
incredible for its shortness. But with ail this, the war is 
undoubtedly the subject of ail conversations. It is true one 
may still find persons who, in spite of the great question, 
speak of music, the fine arts, sciences, or " belles lettres," but 
nnconsciously even thèse common-places lead to the ail 
engrossing topic — ^the war. 

Yesterday morning's Moniteur pnbHshes the officiai report 
of General Porey on the combat of MontebeUo. The Prench 
seem very proud of this victory which, it is said, was gained by 
6,000 of them, over 15,000 Austrians. The loss on the 
Austrian side is estimated by the Prench at 2,000 killed and 
wouoded, while their adversaries report but between 600 or 
700 from their ranks. The cqnduct of the Piedmontese 
cavalry on the occasion of this battle is highly extoUed. Prince 
Napoléon has issued a proclamation on board the Eeine 
Hortense, to the inhabitants of Tuscany, in which he repeats 
to them that the *' only object that Prance, satîsfied with her 
présent greatness, had, was to know that there was a firiendly 
people at her frontiers who would owe their régénération to the 
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by her hands, and remained hanging in this perlions position 
for several moments. Many persons attempted to pull her 
back, but were unable, and it was évident that her strengtb 
was faiHng her, and that she most soon fall, when a power- 
fui man came forward, and succeeded in dragging her back. 
I need not say that this circumstance was of so horrible a 
nature, that although the performance went on as if nothing 
had happened, many persons left tbe théâtre, and those who 
remained were not in the vein to enjoy an amusing play. 
Next Saturday a magnificent and varied performance will be 
given at the grand Opéra, for thebenefit of the retiredarr^w^» 
Sûnà employé* of this iheatie, The bill présents ail the well- 
Jcnown names in the singing world, while Mesdames Eosati» 
Ferraris, and Emma Livry will dance in the divertmement 

The French " Derby " took place last Sunday, at Chantilly, 
xtnd was brilliantly attended. The winning horse, Black 
Prince, was the property of the Count de la Grange. The 
giving of thèse and other sports on Sunday prevents the 
Jînglish and American résidents from participating in them^ 

Yesterday the " Société du sport Nautique " gave their 
annual regatta at Argenteuil for yachts under ten tons. A 
stong breeze from the north-west favoured the race. Sixteen 
boâts started and after a spirited contest, which lasted several 
hours, the Ariel, belonging to Mr. John Arthur, well-known 
in Paris as a house agent, won the cup and gold medal of 
honour. The Ariel was built by Messrs. Katsey and Sons, of 
West Cowes. Mr. John Arthur was also the winner of the 
same race last year. On the name of the victorious yacht 
being pronounced, ail his numerous friends crowded round 
Mr. Arthur to congratulate him on the success of his beauti- 
ful little Ariel. 

The splendid weather we hâve had for the last week, has 
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brought out the fine toilettes, so long retarded by the rain 
which fell so constantly during the early part of the month. 
One of the latest novelties in the way of ladies' dress is the 
voilette Clotilde, which is extremely pretty, and will certainly 
be very fashionable. This graceful little omament for the 
bonnet forms a veil in front and a sort of lace curtain which 
falls over one of silk behind. It is made of lace blonde, and 
is usually white with black spots. A very pretty one may be 
had, at any of the fine merceries, for ten francs. It is cer- 
tainly economical, for with la voilette Clotilde the bonnet 
requires very little other trimming. The Empress is taking 
advantage of the fine weather to appear in her fayourite 
colour, the mauve or lilac. This afternoon her Majesty wore 
a dress of this délicate shade, with bonnet to match ; a large 
shawl of Chantilly lace with two deep flounces of the same, 

\^ completed the most exquisite carriage toilette. I observed 
\ that her Majesty has now positively adopted the shape (for 

, y bonnet) that our best milliners tried so hard to induce last 
winter. This bonnet, which is of course christened the 
" chapeau Impératrice," is bent in at the sides so as almost 
to touch the cheeks ; while at the top of the head it is made 
as wide as it possibly can in proportion to the size of the 
wearer's face. It is extremely becoming to the Empress, 
although, with her large coiffure, at a short distance it makes 
her head look too large for her shoulders. An inverted 
triangle is a perfect représentation of the front view of this 
bonnet. On seeing this chapeau one is forcibly reminded of 
those queer toys that we ail hâve played with, which were made 
in the shape of a woman, who was no sooner set down on her 
feet than she immediately tumed over on her head, — which 
acrobatie feat was caused by some weight having been placed 
in that essential portion of her body to force her to make the 
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summersault intended to amuse the juvénile and admirmg pur- 
chaaen. In a few words, then, one almost expects the iadiei 
wearing the new chapeau to tum quickly over on their heads^ 
to the unqualified astonishment of ail beholders. The ruche à 
la vieille having quite gone out, we hâve now instead the rucAi 
eouiraire, which consists in the folds of the upper portion of 
the ruche being tumed one way, while those of the lovr er 
portion are turned in the contrary direction. This rucke 
has a very pleasing effect, and is less likely to catch the dust 
than the ruche à la vieille. In spite of the continued efforts 
of the dressmakers to prevent it, the tight sleeye will certainly 
reign surpreme afler the summer months are past ; even now, 
ail dresses of dark material, such as black or brown silk, 
satin, or moire aniique, are made with the old-fashioned sleeve, 
quite tight to the arm, and buttoned round the wrist. The 
sleeye is in some cases terminated by a large linen cuff, which 
tums back, and in others by a smaU goffered ruffle, which 
falls on the gloved hand. Of course this sleeve will only be 
adopted for walking dress, as la manche pagode, with lace un- 
dersleeve, will always be the Tnode for dinners and small 
soirées, The dressmakera object to this sleeve, because of the 
absence of ail trimming ; in buying this last they always hâve 
their profit, and will not make a dress for which the trim- 
ming is brought to them. The tight sleeve requires a cap or 
jockey at the top, which should be well trimmed to give an 
air of richness to the long sleeve, which has no gamUure, 
Long pointed bodies still hold their own, though the 
Empress's dressmakers and others hâve sent out several 
dresses with belts ; but thèse do not seem to take so well, 
the French ladies not considering them gracieux. Large 
white muslin shawls, with two deep ruffles of the same, are 
much in vogue when the weather permits. 
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We iiare certaînly the most chaDgeable climate possible ; 
when I begao my letter tbe sua was sbining brigbily, tbe 
birds sînging, the air balmy and spring-like, and now, as I 
dose, tbe sky bas become overcast, tbe rain is falling fast, 
and the joyous promenaders bave ail vanisbed ; in fact, as I 
looked ont of my window upon the deserted steeet — usually 
one of tbe most Arequented — I could almost fancy tbat in- 
stead of nearly the end of May, we are still in tbe middie of 
tbat bleak month, wbich Hood so poetically describes, and 
wbicb we ail wisb past, " No — vember." 



LETTER V. 

The War — The Parisian Newspaper Press — Re-opening of the 
Bnglish Church in Paris — The French Clergy and the War 
— Paris Amusements — The Princess Clotilde — A flint for 
English Lady Visitors to Paris — Tbe New Rose^ " La Mon- 
tebello" — Ascension Day. 

Paris, Wednesday, June 1, 1859. 

A REPORT was prévalent in Paris last evening, tbat a gênerai 
engagement had taken place yesterday moming at tbe seat of 
war, along nearly the whole line ; and tbat tbe right wing of 
tbe Austrians had been obliged to give way. Ton can fancy 
witb what eageruess the Moniteur was bougbt and scanned 
ibis moming for confirmation of tbis report, but the foUowing 
is tbe only thiug tbat would seem to bave given rise to tbe 
ramour :— 

" Verceil, 31 mai, 5 b. 30 m. soir. 
Les Autrichiens, en grand nombre, ont attaque ce matin 
«fec énergie le roi de Sardaigne, et ont tâcbé d'empêcher nos 
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troupes de passer la rivière, mais les Sardes ont repoussé 
vaillamment les Autricliiens ; ils ont été soutenus par la divi- 
sion Trochu, qui a été peu engagée. 

" Le 3 zouaves, qui avait été attaché à une division Sarde, 
a fait merveille, seul en face d'une batterie de huit pièces et 
d'un feu nourri d'infanterie. Il a franchi un canal, gravi une 
pente très-roide, chargé les Autrichiens à la baïonnette, jeté 
dans le canal plus de 400 ennemis et empoi*té six canons. 
Les troupes Sardes ont aussi enlevé deux canons. 

" Nos pertes sont peu considérables." 

No doubt the evening papers will contain iurther parti- 
culars of this affair, but the late hour at which they appear 
renders it impossible to read their contents and give the pur- 
port of it to your readers in time for the post. The officiai 
journal of this morning contains a list of names of Sardinian 
officers who distinguished themselves at the combat of Mon- 
tebello, and to whom his Majesty has given the Cross of the 
Légion of Honour. General de Sonnaz has received the 
grade of Commander in that Order, and General Forey 
(French) has been raised to the dignity of Grand Cross, while 
the militaiy medal has been conferred on a large number of 
privâtes who took part in the battle of the 21st May, and 
several hâve been promoted. 

The head-quarters of the Emperor are removed from 
Alessandria. His Majesty, before leaving that place, is said 
to hâve visited the grand divisional hospital, in which are 
lying the wounded of Montebello. The telegram received by 
the French Government says that Austrians, French, and 
Piedmontese are ail mixed together in the différent wards, and 
ail receive the same kindness and attention. The Emperor 
assured the Austrian colonel who was taken prisoner and ia 
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wounded that as soon as he was able to be removed he sBould 
be sent back to his country in safety. This stroke of policy 
on the part of the French sovereign is said to bave greatly 
touched the Austrian prisoners, wlio little expected from him 
such magnanîmîty ; and, it is added, tbey are forced to 
acknowledge that if the Allies bave a gênerons ruler, tbey, on 
the otber band, bave a noble enemy. 

The Illustration is giving a séries of very spirited en- 
gravings sketched at the seat of war. It appears tbey bave 
sent an artist tbere wbo follows the troops, wears a sort of 
uniform, and sketcbes every point of interest. Tbis is a 
pièce of enterprise quite uubeard of in the Paris newspaper 
world ; as the inactivity as regards obtaining information on 
any interesting matter for their columns is proverbial. Tbey 
do not seem to understaud the art of editing as practised in 
England and America, and I greatly fear that the want of 
generosity in paying their contributors is the real reason of 
the poorness of their articles. I bave beard it asserted by 
French literary people that the English newspaper proprietors 
must certainly be mad to give such libéral pay. I tried to 
assure tbem that in this consisted the superiority of our 
journals, that good articles brought many readers, and that in 
the end it was real economy ; but ail to no purpose, tbey 
prefer issuing their papers without any earthly news in tbem, 
baving their subscribers and buyers dissatisfied, and relying 
upon chance or the curiosity of the public for the sale of the 
next day's paper. Tbere are persons bere wbo really imagine 
that the great London daily papers are kept up (for the most 
part) by some gênerons individuals wbo will not see tbem 
stopped, out of national pride in the immensity of their 
sheets ! 

The English Churcb, in the Rue d'Aguesseau, was re- 
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seemed particularly to attract the attention of her Impérial 
Highness. 

I should like to gire a bit of advice to English ladies 
coming to Paris for the first time, and at the risk of being 
indiscrète I venture. Full-dress is not worn at any of the 
places of amusement in Paris, except at the Grand Opéra and 
the Italiens. Even at the Français and the Opéra Comique 
bonnets and high-necked dresses should be worn. It pains 
me to see a party of English ladies and gentlemen entering a 
théâtre in grande toilette when every one else is not sô dressed, 
and to hear the Erench around me ridiculing the want of 
savoir-vivre of the English ; they (the French) do not know 
or remember that it is the custom in England, and that tkeir 
going to Mr. Kean's or the Haymarket in bonnet and shawl 
would be considered in England quite as mauvais genre as 
over-dress is hère. The Empress herself and ail the prin- 
cesses of the Impérial Family (Mathilde, Clotilde, Bachiocci, 
&c.) always wear their bonnets at ail théâtres except the two 
I hâve mentioned above. Thèse hints are ofiPered in the best 
possible spirit, and I hope they will be received in the same 
manner. 

At the Horticultural Show, last week, the Empress was 
begged to name a new species of rose. Her Majesty called it 
*' La Montebello,*' and I observed that yesterday she had the 
exact counterpart of it in her bonnet. 

It is said that her Majesty receives a télégraphie despatch 
from the Emperor every hour in the day ! 

A CouncilofMinisters was held yesterday at the Tuileries, 
the Empress piesiding. Prince Jérôme was présent. Her 
Majesty retumed to the Palace of St. Cloud in the aftemoon. 

To-morrow being Ascension Day, high mass will be cele- 
brated in ail the Catholic churches. There will also be full 
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8eryice in the Protestant churches. As usual, in the after« 
noon the Cireuses and several of the minor théâtres will gifo 
performances. Thèse places of amusement are invariabl/ 
erowded on fête days. 



LETTEE VI. 



The Battle of Magenta — Rejoicings in Paris — ^The Service al 
lîotre Dame — Collection of Linen for the Wounded — Tho 
Regatta: Success of English Oarsmen — The "Pêtes Patro- 
nales" — A Street Combat — ^Paris Theatricals. 

Paris, Wednesday, Jmie 8, 1859. 
SiKCE the tidings of the battle of Magenta were communia 
eated to the Parisians by the publication of the Emperor's 
telegram to the Empress, the always gay French capital bas 
been doubly gay — illuminations every night, flags flying and 
bands playing every day. Last Suuday, the day on which the 
news was received, the Empress, accompanied by the Princess 
Clotilde, drove about the principal streets till nearly mid night, 
receiving the acclamations of the people, vi^hich only equalled 
in enthnsiasm those which greeted the Impérial couple as thej 
proceeded to the Lyons railway terminus on the lOth of Maj 
last, the day that the Emperor quitted Paris for the seat of 
war. Yesterday a solemn Te Deum of thanks for the late 
success of the Prench army was chanted in the cathedral of 
Notre Dame. At half-past twelve, a sainte of twenty-one 
guns fÎTom the Hôtel des Invalides announced that the 
Empress Begent had arrived from St. Cloud, and was leaving 
the Tuileries to be présent at the ceremony. For hours before^ 
the sUeets leading to the cathedral and through which her 
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M^jcsiy ms to pass, were lin/ed with a tiuong of spetMan, 
wko, anxioiis to testify to thdr Sovereign theîr joy ai tke 
idetory, were lieedleas of the lowering appearanœ of the Aj, 
whicli portended at eveiy moment a heavy stonn wbkk 
eventually came forth in ail its fury shortly after the proces- 
sion set out. The appearanœ of the Impérial cortège was the 
signal for the burst of enthusiasm which had been pent up for 
hours. Shouts, cheers, cries of admiration of the Emper(» 
and his Gonsort, not forgettîng the usual tribute of respect to 
tiie *^ petit Hmyperewr^^ (as they call the little Prince Impérial), 
irere to be heard on ail aides, and the évident émotion of the 
Empress was contagions. One old market-woman I observed 
particularly, whom I should think, firom her appearanœ, 
was ** ail nmised to the mdting mood," busily engaged in 
wiping the falling drops from h^ tear-dimmed eyea, ai ihe 
same time asauring her neighbonrs that he (the Emperor) was 
a greatar man than his unde, and that his unde was next to 
a saint. I beîng one of the neighbonrs, folly coindded, as fiir 
as iq^pearanœ goes, with my carrot-and-tnnip-yendingfineod, 
and for my affeibility ahe allowed me to plaœ myself in firont 
«rflier, and I thns had an excellent yiew of the whole affiair. 
The Empress was accompamed by Prinœ Jérôme and ihe 
Princesses Clotilde and Mathilde. The grand of&oers of the 
CSiQWBy ihe Grand Maater and Mistress of the Empro^'s 
Hofasehold, the officers and ladies on serviœ of theîr 
Ifajeslies and Impérial Highnesses, and Prinœ Laden Murat^ 
pareoeded her Majesty. The cathedral itself presented ail the 
iq[>pearanœ of beîng dedced for 9^ fHe — flowers and flags 
streaming from aU the towers and péristyles of the andent 
bailding. Inside it was even more gorgeoosly arrangea ; the 
yHlan in the œntre aisle bdng hung with ridi vd?ely 
anbioidfiiad with gold; ri^^t and left wm six lows of 




FHOTOGBAPHS OF FAAIS UFE. 35 

benches for the grwnd corps d^etcat, Immediately in front of 
the grand altar, and under a rich canopy of velyet and gold 
bangings, were placed the arm-cliair of the Empress and her 
jme-dieu, or kneeling chair. At the right and leflt of this, 
eight chairs and stools were placed for the Prince Jérôme, 
Pnncess Clotilde, Princess Mathilde, and the other membeis 
of the Impérial &niily. The grand altar was decorated with 
yelvet, gold fiinge and lace, while from the ceiling oi the 
church were suspended innumerable chandeliers, whose green, 
red, andyellow lamps threw "a dim religions light" over the 
kneeling congrégation. The church was full, but through the 
kindness of one of the officiais (they are ever ready to oblige 
foreigners), we found, if not seats, at least standing room. 
The Te Deum was chanted with great pomp, and was 
extremely imposing. The booming of the cannons fired firom 
the Invalides was drowned by the roanng of the thunder and 
the noise of the pelting rain, which continued to pour forth 
in most merciless style, and mingled with the voices of the 
assembly as it ofiEered up thanks, and the low hum of the 
many voices outside- who preferred braving the rekntless 
stonn to bsing their yiew of the Empress as she took her 
departure. This violent storm, as I hâve seen it expressed^ 
might hâve caused a poet to fancy that Heaven itself exhibited 
its anger at the foUy and wickedness of mankind, and also its 
sorrow at the carnage on the banks of the Tidno. The 
ceremony over, her Majesty lefb ; shortly after which the rain 
ceased. The air was considerably freshened ; the sky, whioh 
when she entered was black and threatening, was now as bhie 
and tranquil as if no storm had ever crossed its lovdjr vast- 
ness. I heard it gravely asserted by some men in blouses 
behind our party, that the sudden change in the weatli^ was 
a sign that the bon Dieu approved of the act of dévotion 
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whicli bad just taken place. The Garde Nationale formed s 
haie from the cathedral to tbe palace, and I observed tbat 
eveiy bayonet was decorated witb a bouquet of roses ai tbe 
top. The Empress wore a violet silk dress, a bonnet of white 
crape omamented witb a violet feather, and a white Brussels 
lace sbawl. 

Tbe Moniteur of tbis moming contains the nomination by 
tbe Emperor at bead quarters of General de M'Mahon to tbe 
rank of M arsbal of France, also bestowing on bim tbe title 
of Duc de Magenta. General Regnault de St. Jean 
D'Angely bas also been named Marsbal of France. 

An appeal to tbe public is being made in ail tbe principal 
jonmals for gifts of old linen intended for tbe use of tbe 
wounded soldiers. The Moniteur announces, tbis moming, 
tbat gifts of tbis nature will be thankfully received at tbe 
bospitals, tbe twelve mairies, and at ail tbe bureaux de bien- 
faièance, in Paris. Tbis moming, there is quite a crowd of 
people, principally belonging to the working class, at eacb of 
thèse bureaux in my neighbourbood ; and as the little pack- 
age of linen is handed in, the donor walks away quietly and 
sadly, for be or she cannot be certain tbat their linen may not 
be applied to the gaping wound of their own son or brother^ 
War and its conséquences are dreadful, and in the midst of 
rejoicings at the victory, there is a tinge of sadness when one 
tbinks bow dearly tbat victory bas been bought. The 
Empress bas sent a letter of condolence to the widow of 
Général Espinasse, formerly Minister of the Interior, who was 
killed in the battle of Magenta. 

Last night, a pièce of verse, in bonour of the victory, was 
recited at the Comédie Française. At the Opéra Comique, a 
fine chorus appropriate to the occasion was also sung, and 
3tew fortb tbe loudest acclamations. According to accounts 
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from the provinces, every evening since the victoiy, the whole 
of France has been dressed ont in flags, and the whole countiy 
ia one blaze of illuminations, as in Paris. 

The Spring Eegatta given by the Régattes Parisiennes 
took place as announced at St. Cloud. " Great préparations 
had been made by the différent crews in training, so as not 
to be beaten by the crews from Eouen, Havre, Nantes, &c. 
The whole honours of the day were carried off by the Eva, 
belonging to Mr. John Arthur, of Paris, with an English crew, 
the same men winning the first prizes in the sculling race, 
and the pair-oared, the four-oared, and the six-oared races. 
The unusual incident of one crew haviug rowed ail the above 
laces one after the other, and against first-rate pullers, some 
fresh in each race, drew from the spectators loud marks of 
approval." I copy the above from Galignani; a mistake as 
regards the date of the sport having prevented my being 
a witness of the success of Old England. 

The small towns outside of Paris — ^Neuilly, St. Cloud, 
Auteuil, St. Germains, &c. — are having their annual patronal 
fêtes. Thèse fêtes are queer things — a mass of deformed 
babies, dogs, and cows generally forming the chief attraction 
— -while their frequenters being ambitions in the art of firing, 
many spend a large amount of pennies in trying to attain 
an unattainab]e target. The fête usuaUy ends with a grand 
Jeu d'artifice^ which always bums holes in somebody's gown, 
and invariably frightens children, who are led off igno- 
miniously to be punished for their want of courage; so 
although the fête patronale présents no great attraction for 
the intellectual, it certainly benefits restaurateurs y &c., who 
augment the price of their huge loaves of bread, tough méat, 
&c., to their heart's content. Speaking of this bread reminds 
me of an amusing scène I saw enacted in the Faubourg St. 
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Honoré the other day. Two men, each carrying a loaf of thû 
immensely long bread were passing eacli other in the crowded 
thoroughfare. Whether tliey jostled each other, I cannot say, 
not being near enough to hear; but whatever might haye 
been the cause, they began a regular combat, their murderous 
weapons being their loaves of bread. Long and lustily they 
plîed ; the bread was tough, and did not break, and with the 
heat of the day waxed that of the combatants ; thrust followed 
thrust, till the approach of the.sergeant-de-ville seemed to gÎTe 
a fresh impetus to the tallest man, who, striking out boldly 
with his loaf, overturned the enemy and his bread into the 
rubbish which is now collected before the door of his Exod- 
lency Earl Cowley's Hôtel, and fled, a victor amidst the 
shouts of the bystanders. Any one of my readers who Î8 
surprised at bread haviug been called the " staff of life,** 
should corne to Paris, and would there be convinced that it is 
long enough to be the staff of a giant. 

The marriage of M. Taure, the well-khown ténor of the 
Opéra Comique, with Mdlle. Lefébre of the same théâtre, was 
celebrated last week at the principal church at Sèvres. The 
principal witness for the bridegroom was M. Meyerbeer, the 
composer, while the lady boasted of no less a personage than 
M. Mocquard, Private Secretary and chief of the Emperor's 
Cabinet, as her témoin (witness). The Opéra Comique is 
stîïï giving the Pardon de Ploërmél, and in spite of the exces- 
sive heat it draws crowds. Atthe Lyrique, we arehavingthe 
last représentations of Faust, with Madame Miolan Carvalho 
as Marguerite, prior to her departure for London. Her voice 
is admirably suited to the r6le she is going to undertake in 
the Pardon^ and I do not doubt she will become a favourite in 
the London musical world. 
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LKTTER Vn. 

33» War: XJnfouLded Ramours— The Empress-EegeBfe— Eatlnr 
nasm of the Erench Feopfe on account of the War — ^Frenoh 
Ck>iirtesj to the Auâtriaii Prisoneia — ^Faris sad-— Theatxical 
Gossip — ^The Fashions. 

' F^ois, Wednesdaj, Jime 23, 18g9. 

Thb report was oaneat m Fmtîb hst eveBÎng, tkai m giwt 
batlle had taken pltoe, i«d that the Freodi had oobio cff 
yictorions. Die Ifom^^tir was, as usaai, «agerly bongkt thit 
B<»aiiig by a txowd of sewshse^ng pnrchasers (yonr osne- 
apondent sonong the rest), but beyond a few umBiportaiit 
decreea, sdgned by the Empress-Eegent, «id of tiro by tk» 
Emperor at head-quarters, oontaîmng promoticms, the offiafll 
organ bas nothing of intereat or importance. Tbat a gvMt 
strnggie is near at hand — ^perhaps at this moment taldiig 
place — ^tbero can be no doubt, and it is bat natural, nndor 
tbe circamstanœs, that many erroneons reports shoald ba 
spread. The Moniùeur bas wamed the Farisians not to plaœ 
too moch veliance on mmonrs not baving reœived officidl 
confirmation, and the report of kst evening not having 
obtained that confirmation, most conseqnently be nnfoundad. 
A Gounc^ of Ministers, at which the Empress presided* 
was yecrtierday held at the Tuilmes ; the Goanoil lasted from 
one a'dock till half-past five. The Empress was enthusiasticaUy 
received on leaving the Falaoe, and abng the Champs Elysées 
cries <rf ** Fîve l'Empereur/ Vwe Vlmpératrice-Mégefiiel** 
were heard. It was the genend remark that her Majeaty wai 
looldng pale and fatigned, t^ongh, as c?er, smiihig and 
gracions to those who greeted ber. 
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The anxious désire of the people to in some manner slioir 
tbeir eiithusiasm and approval of the war and its staied 
object-, yiz., the freeing of the Italian people, is testified by 
the way in which they respond to each new appeal that is 
made to their generosity. For example, I hâve mentioned 
the asking for old linen for dressing the wounds of the 
Boldiers ; the scènes at the différent bureaux, when the loan of 
500,000,000f. was deraanded, are now being repeated on a 
small scale. Ail day long the offices are crowded, and it bas 
been asserted that the persons charged to receive thèse 
donations bave more linen than they know what to do with. 
An amusing story is told of an old woman who, with her 
parcel of linen, on enltering the principal office of the Central 
Administration of Hospitals was told that they had already 
more than they needed. ** So much the better ! '* cried. sbe, 
"if you bave got more than is required for the French soldiers, 
give mine to the Austrians ; " with which humane request sbe 
Btalked away. By an Impérial decree in the Moniteur, a 
commit tee, under the presidency of the Empress-Eegent, bas 
been formed charged to centralise the sums offered in aid of 
the wounded and the families of the killed or wounded of the 
Army of Italy,and to direct the distribution of those donations. 
This committee, in addition to the Empress, is composed of 
the Princess Clotilde, Princess Mathilde, Countess Vaillant^ 
Suchess de Malakoff, Countess Randon, Duchess de Magenta, 
Countess Regnaud de St. Jean d*Angely, Madame Parseval- 
Duchênes, Madame Hamelin, the Cardinal Archbishop of 
Paris, Count de Germiny, Govemor of the Bank of France, 
Baron Barbier, Intendant of the First Military Division, and 
M. Davenne, Director of Public Assistance. The forming of 
this committee is well-timed, as persons who desired to 
ooathbute something more substantial than old linen were 
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prevented from doing so by not knowing whom to entrust 
with the aums they wished to give. 

The Marseilles journals report the departure on the 20tlL 
inst. of 1,300 Austrian prisoners from that port. They were 
to be taken to Toulouse. They marched through the 
principal streeta of the town, and to the great astonishment 
of the Marseilles population made the air ring, it is said, witb 
cries of " Five VBimpereur ! " f * Vive la France ! " But 
supposing it were tbe case, it is not to be wondered at when 
one takes into considération the extrême kindness and 
courtesy with which they, as well as ail the Austrian s taken 
prisoners by the French in this war, hâve been treated. Each 
Austrian officer is allowed to choose the place of résidence 
that he prefers. They enjoy the same privilège in réduction 
of price on railways as French ofBcers. Paris, which formerly 
was not allowed to be placed on the list of cities chosen as the 
résidence of prisoners, is now open to them, and many 
superior Austrian officers, who, for the most part, belong to 
rich and noble familles, are not not long in profiting by this 
favour, and choosing for their résidence the gay capital. 
Every officer disembarking at Toulon or at Marseilles 
désignâtes the city he has chosen, and signs an engagement 
not to leave it without authorisation, under pain of losing the 
advantages that his position as officer gives him, and being 
treated as a simple soldier. In fact, the French Grovernment 
has donc ail in its power to render their captivity less irksome. 
They are entirely free on parole, and may leave the place on 
authorisation of the authorities. Those who are married may 
aend for their wives, if they désire it. The following is the 
list of annual sums to be paid to officers of the différent ranks : 
— General of division, 4,0 OOf.; gênerai of brigade, 3,600f.; 
superior officers 2,400f. ; captain and lieutenant, l,200f. 
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Gommon soldiers will receîve a proportionate amount. Tl» 
following incident is related by the principal journal m tiie 
town of Oileans, and I gîve it to yon from its having strask 
me as being simple and tonching : " The other day when tlie 
Anstrian prisoners were entering onr city, a great crowd liad 
assembled on their passage, and ail pnsbed and pressed 
forward to get a look at them. This cnriosity, howeyer, had 
notbing in it that was calculated to wonnd the feelings of tbe 
Anstrian prisoners, as the Erench know how to sympatyae 
witb the suffering of a vanqnisbed enemy ; they feel but pitf 
and commisération for those that are fallen, and admâe 
oonrage wherever it may be found. AU at once a bttle boy, 
who had managed to get in front by scrambling between tbe 
1^ of the taller persons, found hkELielf face to face with tbe 
prisoners. The chfld looked at them attentively, after wbicb be 
made a profound bow. A coft)nel who was at the head of 
tbe detachment, flattered by this remark of déférence on ^e 
part of one so young, took the child np in bis arms, and, 
addressing him in bis best French said, ' Why did you bow ta 
us, little one ? ' ' Because,' answered the child, ' my motber 
says you are very unhappy.' * Alas ! yes,' said the colond, 
witb tears in bis eyes, ' and your motber is a noble woman ta 
bave taught you so to respect misfortune. Had I sometbing 
to give you as a token of the pleasure you bave affordted me, 
I would oflFer it to you ; but I bave notbing — will you let me 
kiss you ?' The child lifted bis rosy lips to the prisoner, wbo 
tenderly embraced him amid the émotion of the speetators of 
this simple and touching scène." 

I said last week that Paris was duU. I now say more — 
it is sad. To one who knows the gay capital well, tbe 
melancholy look of ail the principal streets and avenues is but 
too apparent. If there are still a few fine équipages wbi^ 
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rcdl aQenify along the Champs Eylsées, tlie solemn blaek of 
occupants and servants contraste mourofully witli the bright 
Une and gold, green, or brown liyerîes whîcli were ^ thebr 
wont.** The young gentlemen, "scions of a noble bonae,^ 
ipdiose greatest delight consisted in the &stest possible boises, 
and tbe lightest possible tilbnries, dogcaits, and pbaetons, 
are no longer to be seen ; tbey are gone to the war. Bven 
tbe ireather is différent £rom what it sboidd be at this season 
of tbe year, and seems to lend its powerfnl influence to aid 
tbe gênerai melancholy. Altbongb tbe rain bas for tbe part 
two days ceased, it is still cold and tmînviting ; in fect, so 
antnmn-like, tbat one expects at eacb moment to see tbe 
leares fall ydlow and sere at the feet of the noble trees wbicb 
are in reality just now in tbe foU bloom and fresbness of eaily 
sommer. This is tbe effect tbat tbe war bas upon nœ — a 
stranger; bnt I am satisfied tbat the Frencb tbemselves are 
far from sympathising witb Ine. Their military ardonr 
carries them to snch an extent, tbat the news of tbe deatb of 
one of tbeir relatives wbo fell gloriously, is considered an 
bononr that it wonld seem ingratitude to rapine at. Tbe 
victories of tbe Prench army np to the last advices, are a 
compensation for the dearth of gaiety in their macb-loved 
Paris. 

The managers of the Parisîan théâtres — those stoical 
beings wbo keep on the even ténor of their way in spitc 
of war, peace, bad or good weather, or, in fact any event, no 
matterhow great its importance — seem to be vieing witb 
each other iu the production of novelties. At thè Français, a 
comedy of Colin d'Harleville's Le Fteux Célihataire, wbicb 
seems to be a favonrite witb a certain class of critics bere, 
bas been reprodnced. The plot is disagreeable, and the excel- 
lent acting of this amusing company is tbe only tbing tbrt 



i 



44 PHOTOGBAPHS OF FABIS IIFB. 

lenders it acceptable to a gênerai audience. The fine old 
comedy of the Mariage de Figaro bas also beeu revived, and 
met with merited applause. The Gymnase, wbich ranb 
next to the Français, bas produced a trifle in one act called 
tbe Baron de Fourchevif. Tbis pièce is well received becaase 
' it is well played ; but it is too decided an imitation of the well- 
kuown comedy of Le Bourgeois CrefUUkomme, by Molière, to 
ever become a very great favourite. Tbe Graité is prodacing 
a grand military pièce wbicb is well received. l'he scenery 
is good and this is a very opportune moment for its production ; 
it is called La Feille de Marengo, and ends witb tbe célébra- 
tion of the baltleof Magenta* The Vaudeville bas reproduced 
Za Vie de Bohème, This pièce, wbicb is in the same style as 
La Dame aux Cajnélias^ Les Filles de Marbre, &c., is very 
SQccessful witb the habitués of tbis théâtre ; but wben one 
tbiuks of the number of pièces wbose plots resemble tbat of 
tbe Dame aux Camélias, we are tempted to exclaim with 
Hamiet ** Sometinng too mucb of tbis." The Palais Eoyal 
bas produced a very amusing tivo-act farce, calle La Banquet 
des Barbettes, The "Barbettes" in question are eigbt 
young women wbo bave worked together in tbe millinery 
establishment of Mme. Barbette, and w}io bave agreed to 
-dine togeiber once a-year at tbe "Moulin Bouge," a 
eelebrated Paris restaurant, and relate tbeir adventures. Tbe 
Biibject of the pièce is one of thèse anniversary meetings, in 
wbich sentiment and honour are agreeably mingled. The 
pièce was received witb applause, and tbe "Chorus des 
Barbettes " was universaily re-demanded. 

I bave observed notliing new tbis week in fasbions. Tbe 
weather bas been bad, and but few fine toilettes are to be 
observed. Bathing costumes are to be seen in ail shop 
Windows and hanging at ail shop doors, wbich is an indis- 
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pntable sign fhat soon the Farisians will havc begun to 
crowd ail the fashionable balhing resorts. During the hoi 
months of July and August the Parisians invariably become 
excessively " aquatic." 



LETTER Vin. 



The Battle of Solferino — ^Rejoicings in Paris — ^Remîniscences of 

the "Kanelagh." 

Paris, Monday, June 27, 1859. 

** Great battle; great victory !" Such were the words that 
electrified ail France last Satnrday moming. A telegram 
addressed to the Empress by the Emperor, announced that 
once more had the allied army cansed the Austrian eagle to 
trail its wings in the dust. In vain did the Austrian army, 
to the number, it is said, of 240,000, and commanded by 
their youthful Emperor in person, attempt to retrieve the 
defeats of Montebello and Magenta. Sixteen hours of terrifie 
combat pioved that Prench enthusiasm and impetuosity were 
more than a match for German discipline and stubbom resist* 
ance. It is now asserted that the Emperor of Austria leave» 
his army in command of General Hess, while he is to huny 
off to Yienna. Matters that can call him away at this time 
must indeed be of grave import. Ail accounts as yet received 
from the allied army agrée in their testiraony to the wonderful 
coolness and courage displayed by the Prench Emperor on 
this eventful day. Placed in the foremost ranks, his Majesty 
remained for hours in this exposed position, while officers and 
men were wounded and kiUed on ail sides of him. Dr. 
LaiTey, his Physidan, who remained near him during the 
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whole of the batile, had two horses killed under him. Still 
his Majesty moved about as if tmconscious of dangw, and 
tbis temerity had the effect of causing the ardour of tlie 
soldiers to increase tenfold. Under the eye of their SoYerdgn 
they performed most wonderful deeds, and private letteis 
reeeived fix)m the seat of war say that the wounded soldier, as 
he fell to the ground, shouted with a last effort, "Vive 
TEmpereur !" The Emperor Napoléon slept the night afker 
this great battle in the same house that Francis Joseph 
had vacated that moming. As I said before, the news of 
this victory caused gênerai rejoicing. Early on Saturday 
moming the boom of the .cannon at the Invalides made 
known to expectant Paris that the army in which it feels so 
great a pride was once more vietorious. Neighbouxs who 
had just thrust their heads ont of their Windows, congratolated 
each other, while on ail side flags and banners were waving 
to the breeze, althoogh 'twas as yet so early in the moming (six 
o'dock). In the aftemoon, évident préparations were being 
made for an illumination that was to be gênerai. AU was stir 
and animation. The streets were crowded, and on ail sides 
one conld hear repeated the words, " Grande Victoire." As 
soon as " Night had thrown hèr sable mantle over Earth,'' 
Paris became resplendent with light. Paris, always so beau- 
tîful, was triply so, crowned with her garlands of dazzling 
light. Erom the Madeleine to the Bastille ail was light as 
day. A thousand patriotic devioes blazed and glimmered on 
ail sides. Many of thèse seemed to meet with the heariy 
approval of the crowd, who testified thek* admiration by loud 
cheers. The public buildings were most beautifully illumi- 
nated. The Hôtel de Ville was gorgeously so. The Tour 
St. Jacques, a tall, slender tower in the Bue de Rivoli, which 
overtops by far the high buildings in the viciniiy, presenfed ft 
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inily strange and beautifiil aspect. lis summit was litera% 
blasôiig with light : rows of flame being drawn aroimd it. It 
was not merdy to gaze at the fine illumination that so great 
a erowd had coUected in the streets. It was expected tbat 
the Empress would corne in firom St. Oloud, and drive 
thiough the town. The Farisians were anûous to prove to her 
Majesty by their hearty acclamations, the extent of their sym- 
pathy. Bat thèse were vain hopes; the Empress did not 
corne, and afber many false alarms and much cmshing 
and pushing to get forward, it became évident to the ezpec- 
tant crowd, from the lateness of the hour, that the Empress- 
Hegent did not intend to make her appearance. A great 
number of carnages were slowly moving through the crowded 
streets ; admirable order was observed, however, and no acci- 
dent occurred to mar the pleasure of the nuit de fête, One 
thing I observed worthy of spécial notice ; in aU. quarters of 
the city, rich and poor alike, the illumination was gênerai. 
£ven in the Quartier St. Antoine, where dwell the grumbleni, 
each window had ite farthing nwhlight. On the day following 
(Sunday), a grand religions ceremony was oelebrated at the 
Madeleine, as well as ail the other churches, but with peculiar 
magnificence at the former. Sich velvet curtains were hung 
entirely around this immense building, and a magnificent 
altar had been erected at the principal entrance on the out- 
side. A procession, formed of young girls, ail dressed in white, 
headed by a band of music and several priests in gorgeoos 
lobes, marched several times round the church ; affcer which a 
mass was celebrated at the altar I hâve already spoken of. An 
immense crowd witnessed the ceremony, and seemed duly im- 
pressed with its solemnity. On the 3rd of July next» a Te 
Deum for the late victory of the French arms will be sang in 
ail the churches throughout France. In Paris, this imposing 
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œremony is to take place at Notre Dame, when her Majestj 
will be présent. No doubt the solemn pomp of this ceremony 
will equal any preceding oue that has ever taken place in the 
fine old Catliedral. Thus the Parisians, who are so fond of 
sight-seeing, get illuminations and Te Leuma for each victoiy. 
Those persons who are attracted by the hot weather to 
seek some repose under the shade of the fine trees of the Boîb 
de Boulogne, are ail astonished at finding that the great 
establishment called the "Ranelagh" no longer exists. 
This vétéran of the public balls of Paris and vicinity has, 
in fact, disappeared, and a new Boulevard will soon cross the 
place which has been so celebrated. Before its name is 
entirely effaced from the map of Paris, I deem it will not be 
nnacceptable to your readers to hear a fcw facts which 
marked the inauguration of the first of thèse places kA 
amusement, and to draw a contrast between the hal ckam- 
pêtre of 1774 and that of 1859. The vogue of the Park of 
Passy dates from the beginning of the eighteenth century, at 
the time when the Château de la Muette was occupied 
successively by the Régent and his daughter, the Duchesse 
de Berri, and subsequently by the young King Louis XV., 
whose magnificent fêtes champêtres drew, in addition to the 
Court, ail the beauty and grâce of Paris. The rich salons of 
the King were abandoned at the spécial request of his Majesty, 
who preferred dancing with the noble ladies on the green and 
fragrant sward. The actors who were summoned from Paris 
to appeàr before Royal eyes, were no longer listened to in the 
Stdle de Spectacle; it was in the park, in the open air, that 
they performed. The King's partiality for out-door amuse- 
ment gave to a man named Morison, a guard of the woods, 
the idea of creating at this place an establishment which 
would receive the noble pleasure-seekers when they found the 
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8un too bot, or desîred to refresh themselves after tHo 
fatigue of the dance. Morison obtained from the Prince de 
Soubise, Goveraor of the Palace, permission to enclose a 
portion of the esplanade, and to construct therein a café and 
a théâtre. Thèse were soon built, and on the 25th July, 
1774, the new dancing garden was inaugurated under the 
title of the Petit-Kanelagh — the name being suggested by 
that of an establishment of the same style, which was then 
in great faveur, on the banks of the Thames. Morison's 
liopes were more than fulfilled. The beau monde in canîages 
constantly filled the garden in the day time, while at night the 
same faces were to be seen dancing on the levelled ground, 
seemingly as happy and lighthearted as the villagers who, 
outside the fence, gazed in unfeigned admiration at the 
firequenters of Banelagh. It is said that Franklin was 
extremely fond of visitiug this place, and in 1779 the Count 
d'Estaing was présent and conducted to a seat of honour 
fifom which he was to behold a grand feu d^ artifice^ fired on 
the occasion of the takiug of Grenada. But this good 
fortune was too good to last, and what was Morison's 
astonishment on receiving notice (July 2, 1779) that his 
establishment had been illegally constructed, permission not 
having been asked of the Grand Master of the Forest, and 
that opening his doors another night would entail upon him 
entire confiscation of his effects. This would hâve doubtless 
been the end of Eanelagh, if Louis XYl. had not taken it 
and its owner under his protection. By désire of the King, 
a decree passed the Council of State, confirming the conces- 
sion of the Prince de Soubise. Soon after Marie-Antoinette 
occupîed the Château de la Muette and hcnoured the balls of 
Banelagh constantly with her présence. It was her greatest 
amusement to meet hère the persons whose rauk, wealth» 
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beanty, and esprit obtained for tbem the title of tbe hen^ 
monde de Paria, But another blow awaîted tbe unfortmiate 
Morison. The Eeign of Terror begaD, and tbe noble 
knights and ladies wbo deligbted to visît Eanelagb wa« 
replaced by tbe vnlgar and iinfeeling sansculoUes. Tbe coarse 
freedom of tbe carmagnole snpplanted tbe stately mînnet, 
and gross orgies took place in tbe garden tbat bad once been 
tbe resort of ail tbat was refined and beautifol. Debts 
accumulated on tbe bead of tbe proprietor, wbo was oblîged 
to tear down seyeral outbuildings and sell tbe material to 
satisfy bis bard-bearted creditors. But tbe nomination of 
tbe First Consul was anotber stroke of good fortune for 
Morison. Eanelagb was re-opened, and Madame Tallien and 
Madame Eécamier, tbe leaders of fasbion and beauty at tbat 
time, patronised it ; and tbe establishment once again seemed 
like tbe Eanelagb of former days. Tbis prosperity con- 
tinued tbrougbout tbe wbole time of tbe Eirst Empire ; and 
Morison dying in 1812, was spared tbe grief of seeing at 
tbe time of tbe invasion tbe Cossacks wantonly ruining bia 
flower-beds, and making stables of tbe gracefol dancing balk. 
In 1818 tbe son-in-law of Morison re-opened tbe garden;. 
and, under tbe protection of Charles X., again drew tbe 
fasbionable Parisian world. Since tbat time, Eanelagb bas 
always been considered a lovely spot, wbere families migbt 
take tbeir cbildren, to sbow tbem tbe very bosquet under 
vrbicb Marie- Antoinette bad dined, and tbe bail wbere tbe 
Ducbess de Berri bad danced; but of late years tbe 
enoroachments of tbat class known as tbe demi-monde baye 
driyen away ail seekers of bistorical réminiscences. Each 
new invention in tbe art of fireworks was tried at Eanelagb, 
and the polka and crinoline own it as tbeir place of birth. 
And thus finisbes Eanelagb ; in a few years its name will be 
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forgolfoii by the thoughtless, pleasure-seeking, epbemeral 
!Frenchman. I am afraid I am getting over my Hmited 
space ; but a few statistics in some of the Prench papers, 
together wîtb many ]ittle anecdotes related by friends ha?e 
tempted me. 

I bave stiU notbing new in tbe sbape of fasbions to com- 
mnnicate. So few of tbe fasbionable ladies are in town, 
tbat tbe grand dressmakers bave notbing to sbow except 
simple muslin dresses, wbicb are made in last summer's style. 

At tbe tbeatres, patriotic yerses, relating to tbe last 
-victory, and set to martial airs, are meeting witb tbe usoal 
plaudits of tbe sympatbising auditors. 



LETTEE IX. 



IWeral of General de Cotte— The "Te Demn" for tbe Vîctoiy 
of Solferino — Ovation to the Empress — ^Affability and Con- 
descension of Her Majesty — ^The Helief Fond — Paris Amuse- 
ments — ^Portraits of tbe Impérial Eamily — Fasbions — ^Pàris 
deseited. 

Paris, Wednesday, July 6, 1869 

Tes fîmeral of Greneral de Cotte, Aide-de-Camp to tbe 
Emperor, took place yesterday, at tbe Cburcb of St. Thomas 
d'Aquin, witb ail tbe honours due to bis rank. This General 
died at Montecbiaro, on the 22nd ult., fîx)m tbe rupture of an 
aneniism, and bis body was sent to France by order of tbe 
Emperor Napoléon. A large number of military men of 
rank were présent at tbe fîmeral, and tbe Great Bodies of tbe 
State were represented by deputations of their members. After 
tbe religions ceremony — wbicb was a more than usually in»- 
posing one— tbe body was conveyed to tbe Cemetery of Pè» 
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la Cliaise for interment, escorted by several companies of 
•oldiers. General de Cotte belonged to an ancient and noble 
&mfly of France, and was much esteemed by the Emperor, 
and his loss is deeply regretied by the whole army. 

The Te Beum, which I announced to you last week was 
to be performed in célébration of the battle of Solferino, 
took place on Siinday moming, the 3rd of July, with g^reat 
pomp. The Cathedral of Notre Dame was even more beauti- 
fully decorated than for the Te Deum for the victory of 
Magenta ; the Impeiial cortège was longer ; the weather was 
more favourable — in fact, every circurastance seemed to lend 
its aid to make the Te Deum for the success of the French 
arms at Solfeiino a gorgeous and imposing sight. A detach- 
ment of dragoons headed the procession ; thèse were followed 
by eight carnages, in the last of which was seated the Princesses 
Giotilde and Mathilde ; then another detachment of mounted 
soldiery, followed by the carriage of her Majesty the Empreas, 
at whose side sat the Prince Impérial. This carriage, I think, 
is the most gorgeous one^I ever beheld. It is the one used 
only on gala days, and, if I am not mistaken, was built 
expressly to convey the Impérial couple to Notre Dame on 
the occasion of the baptism of the Prince Impérial. The 
Empress was dressed entirely in white muslin, with a Leghom 
bonnet, which was omamented with a red rose on the left 
aide. The Prince Impeiial was also dressed in white. His 
little Highness kept constantly kissing his hand to the 
dtizens, who continued shoutiug lustily till the cortège passed 
out of sight. He is a pretty child, and his likeness to his 
mother is very striking. On retuming from the church, the 
carnage contHining her Majesty was literally covered with 
flowers, and I shw several persons push through the crowd» 
walk up to the side of the carriage, and présent the Empress 
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with bouquets, which her Mnjesty invariably put forth her 
hand to accept, at the same time smiling graciously to the 
donors. 

It has been said that the affability of the Empress bai 
been a very great aid to the Emperor ; she is certainly very 
popiilar, as any one may witness, if they will only move 
through a crowd in Paris, as I did last Sunday. Ail ^rts 
of blessings are invoked upon her head, and every workman, 
washerwoman, or gamin bas got a story to tell of the Em- 
press's smiling particularly to him or her on some certain 
occasion. It is well-known that the Empress bas founded 
two or three bospitals in Paris, as well as endovved several 
others which were already founded. The fact, bowever, of 
ber visiting them is seldom, if ever, mentioned in the papers, 
and I bad an impression that her visits to thèse beneficent 
institutions were like those of the angels, "few and far 
between." I was therefore agreeably astonished, on being 
told that her Majesty visited thèse places very often, spoke 
âlways kindly, and for several moments, to each sic]^ person, 
gave them money, and bad further desired that her going 
tbere sbould not be continually paraded in the public prints. 
Tbis, if true, I consider a circumstance that redounds to her 
crédit in the bighest degree. That sovereigns sbould give 
money to thèse institutions is but their duty ; no extraordi- 
nary praise is due for an act which requires so little sacrifice ; 
but that a woman like Eugénie, in the plentitude of health 
and power, surrounded by admirers (sincère or hypocritical, 
they are still admirers), sbould leave but for an hour her 
abode of luxury, her spirituelle associâtes, to go to that scène 
of misery — a hospital — to converse with the ignorant and 
low-bom, to comfort them in their hour of ailing, is, indeed, 
pndseworthy. 
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The subscription for the relief of the woondedaiid feoniki 
of tbe killed in Italy is progressing famouely. In addition to 
a large number of private subscriptions, which are unumud^ 
generoas, the Empress bas given a donation of âO,000£, 
Ftince Jérôme 10,000f., the Frinoess Olotilde 5,000f:, and 
each of the other members of the Managing Committee 600L 

Mnch amusement has been caused in Paris bj the 
annoimcement in several of the daily papers that the yom^ 
ladies of Brescia had bound themselTes by oath to many 
none but persons who hâve been wounded in the Italian war. 
This, of course, is an excellent opportunity for the GiriliaBS 
to gmmble, and for the military to rejoioe. 

The theatrical and operatic critics of Paris are huaïj 
enga^ed in predicting changes in the companies of the prin- 
cipal théâtres. Thèse oracles dedare that next winter will see 
Mme. Borghi-Mamo leave the Grand Opéra, and résume hear 
oLd position at the Italiens. AU loyers of song will be glad 
of the change, as this artiste always appeared to disadvantage 
whea singing in Prench. M. Boger, the favourite ténor, who 
created such a furore at the Opéra Comique, some yeara 
since, and who left that théâtre to go to the Grrand Opéra, ia^ 
it is said, not to be re-engaged, his voioe having become too 
weak for the vastness of the Salle Lepelletier. Midbiot, of 
the Lyrique, is named as his successor. This, howeyer, ia 
not probable, as Michot has a long engagement with Carvalho» 
the manager of the Theatfe Lyrique. After lauding the new 
ténor of the Opéra Comique, Montaubry, up to the skies, the 
llrendJL eritics are now trying to pull him down, by saying 
that his Yoioe has not as mudi volume as is required for that 
théâtre. His voice is certainly not stentorian, but it possessea 
a delicai^ and sweetness rarely encountered in thèse ténor- 
less days. It is the female members of the Opéra Comique 
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whose Yoices reqaire strengthening ; even Madame Cabel, 
who bas recelved ao much praise for her rendition of the râle 
of Dinorali, in Le "Pardon de Floërmel^ has a wiiy, thiu voice^ 
which would never pass muster were it not for its flexibility. 
Mdme. Faure Lefebvre îs still virorse, and tbe otbers in pro- 
portion. One of the pleasantest places of amusement in Pans 
during the snmmer months is the little Salle d'Eté in the 
Champs Elysées, known as the Bouffes Parisiens. The 
manager has the good sensé not to présent pièces beyond the 
capàbilities of his actors, and the conséquence is that every- 
thing they play is well donc. The first représentation of an 
opérette, called Un Mari à là Forte, took place hère a few 
evenings ago, and was well received. The music is sprightly, 
and prettily sung by Mdles. Tantin and GeofiPrey. But why 
îs it that in pièces of this, and sometimes even a higher dass, 
the husband is invariably represented as a coarse, awkward 
lout, detested by the wife, and invariably the dupe of her and 
her maid ? This type of a husband is always accompanied 
by a young gentleman who possesses every virtue and grâce 
imaginable, coupled with a ténor yoice and a very insinuating 
manner. How is it possible to refrain from applauding the 
wife for keeping à la porte her disagreeable mari, while 
Madaise, in a charming duet, conceals her lover in the closet 1 
It is in this that the immorality, which they disclaim with 
«uch indignation, lies, and not peihaps in the dialogues, which 
bave undoubtedly been reformed. 

I mentioned in a former letter the fact of the Emperor, 
Empress, and Prince Impérial having visited the photographie 
establistment of Disderi and Co., before the départ ure of his 
Majesty for the seat of war. The resuit of this visit is, thafc 
ail the Windows of the fine print-shops are fiUed with photo- 
graphs of their Majesties in every imaginable posture, both 
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standing and sitting. The exceedingly low prioe of the» 
objects, added to the fact of their beiug excellent likenessesi 
lias caused them to hâve an extensive sale. 

On Monday tbe Empress, aceompanied by the Connt de 
Morny and several dames d* honneur ^ visited the exhibition of 
paintings of Ary SchefPer. 

The Exhibition of Paintings of Living Artsts, in the 
Palais de T Industrie, will close positively on the lOth inst. 
The prizes will be distributed the day following, and the 
lotteiy will take place the next day. It appears that the 
sale of tickets for the lotteiy has been so great, that the 
Commission has beeù enabled to buy several more pictures, 
which will be drawn for. The Emperor took ten thousand 
tickets, which are sold at a franc a pièce. 

The weather continues to be overpoweringly hot. Paris 
is so dull that it really seems a moral impossibîlity to stay 
hère. The fashionable dress-makers and milliners are in 
despair at the flight of their clientèle, as they call those who 
patronise them ; even the Empress seems so occupied with 
the affairs of State, that the ingenious Eoger and Ode, those 
sprites who are called upon to imagine and invent unimaginable 
and nninventable dresses and bonnets, are for the moment re- 
posing on their laurels, and enjoying quiet, at least for a time. 

I think the colour for dresses and bonnets which prédo- 
minâtes this summer, is green, in ail its différent shades. I 
saw the Empress on one of the hot days in the beginning of 
the week ; she was on her way to ihe Tuileries to préside over 
a Council of Ministers. Her Majesty wore a dress of white 
xnnslin, with three insertions of Valendennes lace about two 
inches and a half wide, in the skirt ; under the lace was placed 
a pea-green ribbon. The shawl was of white muslin with 
two deep flounces, the edge of each being trimmed with 
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Valenciennes lace and green ribbon to correspond. The 
bonnet was a fine split straw trimmed wiih green ribbon and 
blonde lace. A parasol of tbe same shade of green, and 
covered with Brussels lace, coropleted tbis pretty and cool 
toilette. Wben I said that green would predominate, I, of 
course, meant it to be understood, that it will be the most 
fashiouable after the mauve, whicb is justly named *' La Heine 
des Couleurs" 

I think in my capacity of faithful chroniqueuse of the 
fasbions, the beau monde, &c. of Paris, I must leave the 
deserted capital for a short time, and from either the euticing 
Conversation Rooms of Baden-Baden, Homburg, Wiesbaden, 
or from Ihe romantic and picturesque, but still ftishionable 
haunts in the Pyrénées, or yet again from the sea-shore, 
where the fatigued Parisienne seeks to repair her winter's 
dissipation with a course of baths — ^from one of thèse places, 
I repeat, must I give a faithful repoit to my readers of whal 
fashionable Paris is doing. 



LETTER X. 

Retum of the Emperor — ^Réception of the Peace News throngh- 
out France — Distribution of Prize Medals at the Exhibition 
of Painlings — ^Hot Weather — Reminiscencf s of St. Cloud. 

Paris, Wednesday, July 20, 1859. 
Last Sunday moming the Emperor Napoléon returned to 
the Impérial résidence at St. Cloud. Uis Majesty orrived 
at the terminus of the Lyons Railway at len o'ciock, and 
took the Chemin de Ceinture to St. Cloud. His Migesty 
had desired that their should be no ceremouious recepiios 
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and the conséquence was« that he passed round Paris withont 
ihe inhabitants having the slightest idea tliat ke was so neai. 
It is still the intention to bave the grande entrée of the Gaxde 
Impériale, with the Emperor at the head, on the 15thaf 
August — \}iQ fête Napoléon. With truè woman's curiosil^ 
I had resolved to get a peep at his Majesty on his arrivai, 
and for that purpose spent the day at St. Cloud. The railwiy 
officiais of course would not permit us to enter the station, 
but we placed ourselves on the avenue leading to the château, 
and had the satisfaction of seeing his Majesty pass. The 
Italiau campaign bas had its effects upon bim, for I assure 
you he is as bronzed and weatherbeaten as any of his grena- 
diers. At the gâte which leads into the park, were waiting 
to receive his Majesty, the Empress and Prince Impérial, 
Prince Murât, General Eolin, Count Tascher de la Pagerie, 
M. Mocquard, and several persons belonging to the Impérial 
household. The Prince Impérial was in the costume of a 
grenadier of the guard. As the Emperor approached the 
park gâte, the Empress, holding the litlle Prince by the 
hand, went forward to meet him. The Emperor embraced 
her most warmly, and taking tbe Prince up in his arms, 
kissed him repeatedly. The Emperor, although, as I bave 
said before, bronzed by the sun, yet seemed in excellent 
health and spirits. His Majesty wore the undress uniforra of 
a Greneral of Divison, with the kepi. General Fleiuy, the 
Prince de la Moskowa, and several orderly officers, arrived 
with the Emperor. His Majesty embraced several persons, 
and shook hands with a number of otbers. Their Majesties, 
followed by their suites, then proceeded to the Palace in open 
carriages. In about an hour after the Emperor received the 
Princes and Princesses of the Impérial Pamily, and at twelve 
o'dLock atteuded Divine Service in the Chapel of the Palace. 
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Afterwards ail the Ministars were admitted to pay ihmt 
respects. 

llie MmUeur publisfaes a decree, signed bj the Ëmperor 
at tlie head-quarters of Travagliato, which officially announoes 
a nnmber of promotions and nominations in the Légion of 
HoQoar for gallant conduct at the battle of Magenta. A 
second decree makes two nominations as Knight in the same 
order conferred on Sardinian officers. 

The provincial papers are ail fiUed with accounts of the 
effect produced by the announcement of peace. The Mémorial 
des Pyrénées says that the day on which the officiai announce- 
ment of peace was made to the Austrian prisoners, thèse un- 
fortunate men gave themselves up to rejoicing and gaiety. 
" In the evening, about eight," says the journal, " at the 
time when every one was taking his evening promenade, the 
barracks presented the most animated coup d'aU, ' The 
Austrian prisoners were in an ecstacy of delight, which waa 
also shared by our soldiers. At each moment they raised the 
loadest cries of ' Vive TErapereur ! ' ' Vive Napoléon l * 
Putting themselves in the ranks beside our soldiers, they 
marched quickly over the whole court-yard, singing patriotie 
airs. But this did not seem sufficient to express their joy, as 
they suddenly threw themselves into dancing positions, an 
Austrian soldier holding a French one, and executed a final 
galop, which drew forth the shouts and applause of the 
amused bystanders." The caricatures of Austrians, which 
filled the print shops up to the présent time, hâve now been, 
by order of the authorities, removed. The fine spectacle 
called Za Voie Sacrée, which was produced at the Théâtre 
de la Porte St. Martin, for which the Minister of War granted 
a detachment of soldiers to appear every night to give addi- 
tional effect, has been withdrawn also by order. Some 
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amusiiig stories are told of tliis pièce, which repreaented 
battles of the Italian war, and among othen the foliowîng 
appears that the actors, who were to peraonate the Austri 
objected for a long time to their disagreeable rSlea / and a 
the first nigfat they formally declared their intentioii 
leaving the théâtre rather than play again. The excdti 
French audience had allowed itself so to be carried awaj 
the events of the play, that the peraon who played Gin 
had had missiles, such as smali stones, thrown ai M 
this of course was soon stopped, but ail sorts of iavectii 
hurled at his unfortunate head. The manager knew i 
what to do ; but it suddenly occurred to him that he mig 
sign a treaty of peace with his belligerent actors by dividii 
them in two equtd portions, and allowing one set to pi 
Anstrians one night, and French the next, and viee vers 
This succeeded admirably, and so they played altemate 
French and Austrians till the pièce was stopped. 

The distribution of medals to the artists jndged worth] 
who had exhibited this year at the Palace of Industry, tooi 
place last Friday moming, at nine o'dock. M. Fould 
Minister of State, made a few remarks, in which he men 
tioned the fact of the exhibition having been so weU attendec 
in spite of the uneasiness occasioned by the war. The Goont 
de Nieuwerkerke tlien read out the names of persons destined 
for prizes, and each artist stepped up to receive the reward oi 
ment. I observed that the Count shook hands oordially with 
each in token of congratulation. M. Muller, historical 
painter, received the first prize. Count de Nieuwerkerke 
remarked that there were several to whom he was obliged to 
give but the mention honorable, who really deserved medals, 
bat owing to their limited number he was nnable to award 
thenu 



I i! 



PHOTOOBAPHS OF PARIS LIPE. 61 

The weatber continues frigbtfully hot. Tbose persons 
irhom business, or interest, or some other cause keeps in 
Paris, may be seen every Sunday, after mass, monng 
in great bodies to the différent railway stations, whence 
they set ont to spend the day in one of the countrj 
pkces which surround Paris, and return by the evening 
trains. St. Cloud is a favourite spot, and it well deserves 
to be. The position of the little village is charming, and 
a thick forest invites you with its shade, while the Seine, at 
this point very lovely, goes murmuring softly by. The most 
beautiful country-houses to be found near Paris are hère, and 
lend their aid to make the panorama complète. And then 
every Sunday we hâve the Grandes Eaux, or playing of the 
magnificent fountains, which surpass anything of the kind 
even at Versailles. For me it is a great pleasure to leave for 
awhile this great monster Paris, with ail its gaiety, its 
wickedness, its misery and luxuty, and seek repose of body 
and mind under the wide-spreading branches of the trees in 
the Park of St. Cloud. How many grave events hâve passed 
at this place during three centuries, Eormerly, on the site of 
the présent château there was a habitation called the Hôtel 
de Grondi, where Henri III. lodged when he came with the 
King of Navarre to besiege Paris. The last remaining 
scion of the noble house of Yalois was hère sent to 
his long home by the poignard of Jacques Clément. The 
manner in which the domain of St. Cloud was acquired bj 
the crown and became princely property is rather strange, 
Under the regency of Anne of Austria a contrôleur of finances 
named Hervard, had constructed on the site of the ancient 
Hôtel de Grondi, a most beautiful country house. This 
capitaUst, who, during the troubles of the Fronde, had 
enriched himself immensely, was most prodigal in his outlqr 
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for the omamentiug of his honse, wliich was in tbe mîcLst of 
Tast and superb gardens filled witli statuaiy ; it was reported 
that the house and garden had cost the financier the immense 
(in those days) sum of twelve hundred thousand livres. The 
beautiful résidence had not been completed more than a fbrt- 
night when one day Hervard, to his immense astonishment, le- 
ceived a visit from his Eminence the Cardinal Mazarin, who, 
entering famiHarly into the grand salon, gracionsly salnted 
Hervard, who was swelling with pride at receiving so illiistnoiB 
a visitor. Mazarin explained courteously that his object ii 
coming was to see a house which had become so noted for its 
beauty and magnificence. The flattered owner was only too 
happy to escort his Eminence throngh ail the différent rooms, 
and was rewarded for his désire to please by one of Mazann's 
most gracions smiles. Having concluded the circuit of the 
property, the wily Minister, in an altered tone, and with stern 
look, said, "Well, sir, and from where did you take the 
money with which you hâve built this ?" It was in vain 
the wretched man protested that he had taken nothing — 
that the house had not cost so much as was supposed — ^that 
by skilful dealing with architects, painters, carpenters, &c., 
heu had been enabled to get it for the moderate sum of oœ 
hundred thousand livres. " Vraiment,^* replied Mazarin, " I 
am glad you got it for so little; the King could not hâve 
afforded to pay much more ; but he will give you that. Please 
8ee that ail your goods and chattles, yourself included, are ont 
of the place in less than twenty-four hours." Saying which, 
the King's adviser walked triumphantly away, without paying 
tiie slightest attention to Hervard's réitérations of not wanting 
to sell, or his frantic remonstrances against the manner in 
which the bargain had been made. Louis the XIY. was 
pleiased often to boast of this adventuie. His Majesty was 
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not above making a few thousands when ît was in Ms power. 
He was so deligMed with Mazarin's mode of procédure, tliat 
he nsed it himself some time ai'ter, when he asked Madame 
de Louvois to exchange the beautiful domain of Meudon for 
the far inferior one of Choisy, the property of the Dauphin. 
Louis told the lady that it was not proper that the widow of 
a Minister should possess a country house finer than that of 
the inhfiritor of the Crown of Prance. Meudon has ever 
since belonged to the Crown, and is now the résidence of 
Prince Jérôme, nncle to the Emperor. 



LETTEE XI. 



Chroniqueuse déserts Taris — ^A Eailway Joumey through a 
beautiful country — Continuation by Diligence — Arrivai at 
Etrétât — Search for Lodgings — Successful at last — ^Plea- 
sures of the Sea Side — Bathing sans cérémonie — ^A Welcome 
Sound — ^A Eascinating Young Man — The Charm Dispelled 
— ^A Word on the Emperor — ^A Provincial Hercules — Visions 
of the ï^ight. 

Etretât, Tuesday, July 26, 1859. 
FlNDiNG that Paris was becoming insufferably dull, hot, and 
tmcomfortable, that for ten years such beat had not been 
known, your correspondent, with a desperation which ean only 
be explained when one takes into considération the discomfort 
of ail Parisian apartments — those badly ventilated and un- 
hoinelike abodes, where one is supposed to be exceedingly 
gay, and isin reality exceedingly unhappy — left the " gay (?) 
capital" in search of cool and refreshing breezes, of green 
and tempting verdure, of the thousand allurements that the 
country always possesses for every one except those who live 




64 PHOTOOBAPHS OF PARIS LITE. 

ihere. At seven o'clock, then, we left Paris by the Hayre 
railway, and after skimmiiig for ihree hours over the most 
beautiful country I bave as yet seen in France, we arrived at 
the ol(i picturesque town of Eouen. This place is situated 
in a valley, aud the fine old cathedral, noted in history, looms 
up high and dark above the surrounding houses. A fevr 
moments comprised our stay at Eouen, and with a whistle 
and a shriek from the iron horse, on we rushed through a 
iunuel lo émerge into another beautiful valley. The white 
houses peeping out ever and anon from amidst the green 
foliage give an airof life aud animalion to this truly lovely 
scène. At Beuzeville we took the diligence, a rickety-looking 
conveyaiice, drawn by three tottering old quadrupeds. The 
luggage being piled upon the top of the coach, and the 
passeiigers safely stowed away inside, the driver mounted to 
lis seat, and after sundry Hetigh donc^ and several severe 
lashes of his large whip, the horses started off in a gallop, 
which soon subsided into a trot, the said trot threatening 
at each moment to subside into a walk. I lay back in my 
corner of the covpé, and philosophised within myself on the 
inestimable beneilts conferred upon us by steam» I was soon 
aroused from my rêverie, however, by the peculiar beauty of 
the country through which we were passing. Prairies corered 
with variegated crops stretched as far as the eye could reach on 
either side ; while hère and there groves fresh and green added 
to the beauty of the whole scène. As we rattled along the 
shady road, the température was so cool, so différent from 
ihat of Paris, that I inwardly rejoiced at having made up my 
mind to leave the capital. The freshness of the atmosphère 
was accounted for by our nearing the sea, and soon our place 
of destination (Etrétât) was in view. As we approached the 
town, £ perceived it was being rapidly improved, as on ail 
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sides new, lai^, and commodious bouses were to be seen, 
while many others were in course of construction. We drove 
immediately to the Hôtel Blanquet; the landlady informed us 
that she was désolée^ but that ber bouse was Ml from ganet 
to cellar; everytbing was occupied. Seeing tbe lookof blank 
dismay wbicb was depicted on tbe countenance of tbe wbole 
of our party, tbe obliging bostess proflFered ber services to 
assist us in finding a lodging. We gratefully accepted tbe 
offer, and tben commenced a searcb, wbicb was anytbing but» 
agreeable. Apartments too small, or apartments too large, 
were tbe resuit of our first balf-bour's inyestigation. I 
observed, as a peculiarity of Etretât dwellings, tbat one is 
obliged to pass tbrougb tbe kitcben to get to tbe otber rooms» 
wbile tbe narrow staircases are very antagonistic to Paris 
crinolines. But, "Wbere tbere's a will, tbere's a way;** 
and we at lengtb succeeded in finding a bouse, wbicb, barring 
tbe kitcben as an entrance, and tbe narrow staircase, was 
exoeedingly clean and comfortable, and commanded a fine 
view of tbe sea. I determined to take a batb immediately, 
as tbe ride in tbe cars bad been a dusty one ; and accordingly 
sallied out and found tbat it was tbe fasbionable bour for 
immersion, being tben just four F. M. Etretât is situated on 
a small bay forming a semicircle, bounded on eacb side by 
buge perpendicular cliffs. Tbe little batbing buts are ranged 
on tbe beacb in front of tbe Casino. Tbe only désagrément 
about tbe beacb, is tbe fact tbat it is covered witb large 
pebbles, wbicb are uncomfortable, as tbey eut tbe feet ; sand 
is mucb more agreeable. Tbe ladies and gentlemen, bowevefy 
ait down upon tbe stones sans cérémonie ; cbairs are not at ail 
in demand. A loud laugb and some gay remarks attracted 
our attention to a party of young ladies and gentlemen wbo 
bad corne for tbeir aflemoon batb, (ladies and gentlemen batbe 
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together hère !) Tkey disappeaied into their kuts aad oamft 
oui in a few moments afterwards ; but alas ! liow ekianged I 
The blooming yoong ladies who, but an instant before, faad 
so charmed me by the degance of their tourmirey i^eared il 
their bathing dresses, what they were in reality» poor littk 
thin shivering beings. One of onr party not inaptly oompazed 
them before bathing to the peacock, and after to the crow. 
For the men it was not quite so bad ; of course they do not 
]ook so well as when in ail the luxury of the last new Begent- 
street fashion ; but the change was not so striking. I must 
do the ladies the justice to say, that once the bath oyer and 
the unbecoming costume discarded, they reappeared in 
ail the glory of hat, feathers and crinoline. Some Gbrman 
writer tells us that " it is the soûl that makes the man, and 
not the outward seeming ;" but I greatly fear that the remaik 
does not apply to Parisian ladies in the présent state of 
ÊEushions. After bathing, we took a short walk, and saw 
some strange old cayems, &c., whidi, as you may leadily 
suppose, had legends attached to them. Some of the most 
striking and truth-like ones I may repeat in my next letter. 
A deep and melancholy sounding bell called us, as we 
afterwards discoyered, to dinner ; for at the first moment I 
thought it was the signal of a fire or some other great public 
disaster. It is only when one has liyed a length of time in 
Paris — ^that city so totally devoid of church chimes or bells 
of any sort — ^that one can understand the feeling of melancholy 
that is occasioned by the ringing of bells. Delighted at 
finding my fears, as regarded fire, unfounded, and not less 
pleased at knowing that dinner was ready, we entered the 
large and well-kept salle à mcmger of the Bjotel Blanquet. 
Opposite us sat a young man» whose face immediately riyeted 
my attention — such a dreamy countenance — so etheriai in 
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appearance, that I immediately began comparing him (in my 
own mind), to ail and each of my favourite authors, and 
wondering which one he was like. Not Shakespeare, for 
Shakespeare was too old — ^not Moore, for Moore was too fat 
— ^not Byron, for Byron was not so good a figure. By this 
time the soup was served to my Adonis. If he had known 
how I hoped he would refuse it, so as not to break my 
illusion, I am sure he would hâve done so ; but no, he ate it 
with the greatest apparent gusto, and oh, horror ! a huge 
pièce of beef, weighing, I am certain, more than two pounds, 
disappeared from before my astonished gaze as if it had been 
a smaU bit of bread. Nor was this ail — dish after dish was 
served in the same way, and I now began to look upon my 
geutleman as a monster, a frightful ogre, devouring ail within 
his grasp. I was assured by my companion, to whom I 
afterwards confided my sensations of disgust, that the sea air 
would in aU probability give me quite as ferocious an 
appetite. This was not consoling; but when the uext 
moming's breakfast bell rang my appetite was so great, that I 
began to feel more generously inclined towards the young gen- 
tleman, though ail the poetic imaginings which his appearance 
created had vanished from my mind, never more to retum. 

The Casino is the place of re-union during the middle of 
the day ; there are to be found the newspapers of ail the 
aurrounding towns, and the principal ones from Paris. I 
find from the tone of thèse country jonmals, and from the 
g^ieral remarks of the people, that the speech of the 
Emperor to the " Ghrand Conseil d'Etat" meets with universal 
approbation. You hâve no idea with what vénération thèse 
country people hold the name of Napoléon, and I am sure 
that even an unworthy scion of their great gênerai would 
hereafter stand a better chance for power than any Légitimiste 

-Ht % 
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But I am getting off my subject, and describîn^ con^ersa- 
tions, when I sbould dévote myself to individuals and 
localities. 

During the bathing season, thèse good people strive to 
make enough inoney out of the visitors to enable them to live 
in ease during the winter, and it is anmsîng to see the mean» 
sometimes resorted to. One great athletic fisherman has 
xnade himself, for the time being, clown or strong man. He 
goes about in a fearfully ugly costume, and certainly performs 
great feats of strengh, such as lifting weights — three hun- 
dred pounds with one hand, a two hundred pound weight 
with his teeth, and like horrible and unnatural tricks. His 
performance interested me greatly at first, as I am fond of 
observing the strength of men (perhaps we unfortunate 
women admire feats of strength because we feel our own 
great incapability to peiform them). I suppose my donation 
into his peculiar little Egyptian-looking bowl (a sort of ware 
which is peculiar to this place), was more than usually libéral» 
as I now dare not show myself outside the principal door of 
the hôtel, where the strong man holds his levées, to such an 
extent has he bored me with his performances. The interest 
I took in it, I need hardly state has grown " small by degrees» 
and beautifully less," ever since the first time of witnessing. 

It is only when we lose a comfort, that we appreciate it 
to its fuU extent. I always knew that Paris beds were very 
comfortable ; in fact, I haye often suggested to some of my 
London friends their being introduced generally into the 
great metropolis ; but since I hâve been at Etretât» they hâve 
appeared to me like the oasis in the Paris désert : the one I 
hâve hère is peculiarly hard and uncomfortable. I confess to 
not being exceedingly brave, and last night the good land- 
lady^ who has, in accordance with my request, slept in the 
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lûtchen» so that in case of an invasion and robbery sbe would 
fall the first victim, thus allowing me lime to escape, was 
obliged to go during the day to a neighbourîng town, from 
which sbe only returned this morning. Knowing that she 
was not there to fall first, according to my ingénions, but 
perhaps rather selfish plan, I passed the night in imagining 
ail sorts of evil, and only fell to sleep to be smothered by the 
three hundred pound weights of the strong man, which 
t)peration, though crushing the brealh entirely out of my 
body, did not quite finish me ; Ihis was reserved for the 
bandsome young man with a voracious appetite, who turaed 
out to bea cannibalfroro the Sandwich Islands, and devoured 
me piecemeal, leaving me in full consciousness of the dia- 
bolical performance the who le time it was going on. The 
arrivai of the Diligence, with tlie diiver blowing lustily upon 
the hom, awoke me from this disagreeable position, and 
wamed me it was time for breakfast. 



LETTER XII. 



Life at Etretât: its Legends and Traditions — The "Trou à Ro- 
main" — ^A Solemn Admonition — A Visit to Ihe Château de 
Fréfosse — Représentatives of the Press at Etretât — The 
"Provincial Hercules" and his "Liltle Bowl" again — ^A 
Shoal of Beggars. 

• Etretât, August 3, 1859. 
SiNCE my last lettcr, I hâve passed the time most agreeably 
in visiting the places of interest near or in this pretty viUage, 
and hâve culled some legends and anecdotes, which will, I 
hope, interest my readers, and perhaps tempt those who may 
oontemplate visiting the French provincial towns not to 
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neglect thé oldest and most picturesque spot in la wieiUe 
Nortnandie, My YÎsit hère bas given me a better opinion of 
the French as a nation. I find that the fickleness aad 
âishonesty for which they are renowned is confined in a 
great measure, to the large cities, and that hère some portiaa 
at least of EngHsh integrity and uprightness may be seen. I 
shall never regret my sojoum, were it for no other than thai 
xeason ; but the beauty of the scenery, and the invigorating 
effects of the sea-aîr, wHl always cause me to rejoice at baviiig 
resigned Baden-Baden for the modest, unassuming Etretât. 
Testerday, preceded by our guide-r-the inévitable guide^ who 
always insists on accompanying you, and forcing you to look 
at things which don't interest you, and hurrying on when you 
corne to things that do — we climbed up the rocky clifp on the 
left of Etretât, and which stands out bold and black into the 
vast expanse of sea which stretches far as the eye can reach 
beneath the rock. Our object was to see the trou à Eomam, 
or " Komain's hole," so caJled from the fact of a seaman, 
named Eomain, having remained for a year's time in the 
black and desolate hole without ever once leaviog it. The 
circumstances which led the man to seek this uncomfortable 
abode may be told in a few words. Eomain Bisson was 1^ 
«on of a fisherman of Etretât, and had been accustomed hom 
his earliest childhood to visit ail portions of the rocks to play 
within dangerous proximity to that sea which gave support to 
his family and himseK. The solitary life he led, joined to a 
character naturaUy gloomy and ferocious, had, at the âge of 
twenty-one years, succeeded in rendering him an object. of 
terror and dislike to the few human beings who knew him. 
As the period for the drawing of the Conscription drew near, 
Bomain became possessed with the (to him) horrible idea that 
he would draw^an'Unlucl^number. To leave his parents, 




PaOTO0BiyPHS OF PABIS LUfS. 71 

hiB village,, and his wdl-bd.oyed haunts was to Bomam an 
insuppoiiable idea. Not tkat he lacked courage, for the 
dénauêmmt wiU shew tliat he ran more dangers to avoid 
bemg a soldîer tlum would ever liave befJEdlen him on the 
£ûld o£ battle. His parents agreed mth Eomain that thej 
would faide their son in a hole in the rock, which, though 
mU^knowu to ail the fishennen as existing, had never been 
visited but by the fearless Eomain. To this place, whick 
bas now been made less difficult of access by a rude wooden 
bridge being thrown acxoss a before abnost impassable pass, 
Bomain betook himself, and in the dead of night his parents, 
by means of ropes, drew up to him méat, bread, water, wood, 
and, in fact, e^erything necessary for his sustenance. This 
passed in 18 là. AU the villagers thought that Eomain had 
wandered off to other lands, though no one had seen him 
départ. For a whole year the secret was kept by the unhappy 
parents, who night after night lefb their home to give 
nourishment to their hidden child. At last, one night, some 
mariners iretuming ô^m a prolonged fishing excursion, 
imagined they saw a light in a cavity of the diff. This 
révélation, of course, Med the ignorant and superstitiout 
fishermen and women with terror, but a few of the bravest 
deteimined to ferret out the mystery, and at last perceived 
Bomain at the entrance of the cave, who, unconsdous of their 
présence, had oome to breathe a little of the air, which 
oertainly could never hâve entered into his misérable prison. 
The offîcers of justice were soon on the spot, and morioned 
and called to him to come down ; he replied that he would 
never be a soldier. He was told that if he did not come down he 
would be shot; he answered that he would sooner die than be 
a soldier. Ladders were immediately tied togeth^ and pui 
against the rock, whose heightseemed to scom their in si gnifi cant 





T2 PHOTOGBAPHS OF PABIS LIÏS. 

length. Eveiy way was trîed, but Eomaîn kept up suck a 
oontinuous volley of stones and large bits of rock, that tbe 
inyaders were at last obliged to retire and bave recourse to 
iirmg by order of tbe sub-prefect. Eomam laugbed at this 
feeble means as be retired into tbe back of tbe cavem, and 
beard tbe report eebo against bis rocky walls. Tbe si^ 
hsted four days. Tbe fatber and motber being prevented 
from fumisbing food, Bomain now found tbat be could not 
long bold ont, as be was feeble and worn ont from excitement 
and want of sustenance. Afber a day passed in gatbeiing 
stones, tbe largest and beaviest being tbe most preferred» 
Bomain determined, at two o'clock in tbe moming, '* wîbb as 
brigbt a moon as ever sbone," said tbe guide, to leave bis 
place of confinement. I must now explain to you tbe situation 
of tbe cliff. At tbis place it is tbree bundred feet bigb, tbe 
aide wbicb projects into tbe sea being as straigbt, square, and 
smootb as a wall ; tbe straigbt line of its side is only broken 
by a small rock about fifty feet in beigbt, wbicb is covered at 
bigb tide. On tbis rock tbe soldiers were stationed ; tbeir 
position was a bad one, as Eomain, from bis strongbold, could 
laugb at tbeir efforts to sboot bim, and pour stones on tbeir 
beads till they were obliged to retreat. Tbe sea rose rapidly, 
and soon tbe passage from tbe ground to tbe small rock was 
rendered impassable. Profiting by tbeir absence from tbe 
rock, tbougb witb tbe consciousness tbat tbe soldiers were 
waiting for bim, gun in band, on sbore, Romain descended, 
witb tbe aid of botb bands and feet, stepping on eveiy stone 
wbicb projected ; suspended at tbree bundred feet above tbe 
infinité océan, climbing down a cM wbose side presented 
scarcely a stone to place a foot upon, waUdng wbere no otber 
Iraman being bad walked before, in tbe midst of tbe firing of 
fhe soldiery, tbe intrepid villager continued bis descent and 
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reaclied tbe sea. The next moming lus jacket and wooden 
shoes weie found on tlie beach, from wliich circumstance it 
was supposed tliat he h&à thrown them off to lessen his 
weight in swimndng, and had in ail probability been lost. 
Years after he appeared; too long a time had passed to bring 
Mm again within the pale of the law, and after living for ten 
jears a morose, dogged life, often spending whole days in the 
retreat where he had experienced such violent émotions, he 
one day threw himself from his hole, as it was then and is still 
<»Ued, and found in the very océan which had borne him to a 
foreign land, a yoluntary grave. The reason for this act was 
uever known ; it was supposed, however, that his intellect 
was impaired : he would never tell where he had been during 
his absence, nor any incident that befel him after his escape. 
Some of our party entered the hole, though nothing could 
hâve induced me to do so. They told me that it was a cavem 
about ten feet long and seven feet high, dark, gloomy, and 
répulsive. I hurried my companions away, for the very idea 
of a human being having passed a year of unhappiness there» 
was enough to render it anything but an amusing spot to me. 

As I ran down the gently sloping cliff covered with 
beautiful green grass and glorious-coloured wildflowers, I was 
suddenly stopped by the stem voice of the détestable guide, who 
remindedus that the Chapelle de la Yierge Marie was in sight, 
and that we must ail kneel down and repeat our Ave Maria, 
Some signs of grumbling being apparent, he solemnly assured 
U8 that if we did not, he would not answer for our safety in 
descending another rocky pass to which he proposed leading 
us. I settled the difficulty by deferring our visit to the last- 
named place to another day, and so we descended the clifP in 
safety, without the aid of the Ave Maria, 

The next day we visited another curiosity of the place, 
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but one of a less moumful dumcter. Fennissioii wbs 
fi^ea U8 by thé owner, though he is at présent living tlMn^ 
io vîsit the ancient Chateaa de Fréfosse. This mAgnifionÉ 
building was owned in the year 1452 by the noble Jeanne 
Pelletol, Lord of Tilleul, the neighbouiing yiUage. Tk 
château and pleasure-grounds are surrounded on ail sides ky 
a moat, and it is easy to perceive that it was the plaee cl 
refuge, in times of disturbance, of its noble owner. A 
sabterranean passage, now closed, conducted from the libnij 
of Jean de Pelletol to the neighbouring yiUage. The fine 
modan forniture with which it is now omamented, contritti 
stoaiigely with the ancient and sombre ardiitecture. I do 
not describe this interesting rehc of olden times ndnut^, 
because the présent owner has caused it to be restored, hxL, 
nnfortunately, has not insisted upon the rénovations being in 
the same style as the original building. 

The principal editor of the Mgaro is at présent at this 
place. His letters are eagerly scanned when the paper arrives, 
as he is known to be exceedingly sarcastic, and every one 
expects to see some allusion to himseK. Another Paris 
newspaper correspondent, Gustave Bourdin, is also writing 
from Etretât; the editor of the Figaro is Monsieur de Ville- 
messant. M. Bourdin, in his last letter, speaks of the Starong 
Man who was my terror (and who has now fortunately 
disappeared). He says that being resolved to play a trick on 
the Strong Man, he offered, before that gentleman begun 
his entertainment, to buy in the expected receipts for the sum 
of three francs, which offer was eagerly accepted by the 
mountebank. The entertainment finished, the little Egyptian 
bowl has passed round, and to the horror of the Strong Man 
five franc pièces were showered in as if they had been sous. 
One gentleman placed the large sum of a hundred francs in 
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the bowl; it was a hard trial for tlie poor man, who found 
liiinself obliged to resigu three hundred francs for three that 
lie hadreceived. He, however, submitted with as goodagrace 
as possible, and gave the contents of the bowl to M. Bourdin» 
Wbo, on reâection, said, " Hère, mon ganpn^ I hâve played 
yon a shabby trick, it was understood betweeu myself and my 
fiiends that your honesty should be put to the test, and as 
yott hâve proved yourself so faithful to your word, T think 
tfaese gentlemen wilL applaud my desiring you to keep the 
money, which you need more than they." The writer adds 
that the joy which was depicted on the coimtenance of the 
mountebank can hardly be said to hâve been reâected on the 
others, espedally the gentleman who contributed the hundred 
j&anc note to this practical joke. This is a very amusing 
stoiy, but I may be excused if I doubt the truth of it, as 
nothing can pass in Etretât without every one's knowing it ; 
and besides, that horrid man would certainly hâve yeUed 
under my Windows that time, as he invariably did, that he 
was going to begin his performance, and to please throw him 
a sou. 

Speaking of sous, I may hère mention that the French 
are continually complaining of the large number of beggars 
one meets in London, and ail other parts of England, and of 
the excellent plan they (the Prenchj hâve of forbidding the 
practice. Never in my life hâve I been so tormented with 
beggars as since my arrivai hère. Little beggars, big beggars, 
dirty beggars, clean beggars, old and young beggars, hère 
imite to drive one raving mad ; and yet the people tell you, 
and, in fact, it is posted up on every corner, 

" La mendicité est interdite." 
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LETTER Xm. 

The Village Festival— Visit to the " Canldron"— A Daring feat 
— ^A Homily on Reckless Sports — ^The Biessed Bread — Tb 
Bail — A Catastrophe — ^Périls of the Deep — Seafiide Pashiom 
— ^About to leave Etretât — ^The Lost Dog. 

Etretât, Augast 9, 1859. 

The " Fête du Village " took place hère last Saturday with 
the greatest possible merrymaking and rejoicing. Acconfing 
to French custom the moming was devoted to prayer, while 
the aftemoon was given up to games, theatricals, dancing, 
and like festivities. I was determined to hear the " Grande 
Masse " at ten o'clock, as I knew there would be a peculî- 
arity about it. This peculiarity consisted in the singing of 
several hymns by the iishennen, whose rough and untutored, 
but not inharmonious, voices, rose loud and strong, filling the 
little church with echoes. I was struck with the deep atten- 
tion which thèse people gave to the sermon, and the air of 
sincère piety with which they formed themselves into a pro- 
cession to leave the church. The scène was an imposing 
one; the gaudy appendages of the church contrasting 
strangely with the poor and dark-coloured garments of the 
fishermen and women. From the open Windows we could 
gaze down upon the calm and motionless sea, its utter still- 
ness making me (for a moment) fully concur in the opinion 
of the people, that it also was listening to and taking part 
in the ceremony. This is a fixed idea with them, it appeard, 
and great is the bemoaning and bewailing if the sea is rough 
and angry during the mass of the Fête St. Sauveur. At 
twelve o'clock, ail religions cérémonies were terminated, 
and the ringing of the bell for that hour was the signal for 
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the commencement of menymaking. The villagers, both 
men and women, formed themselves into rings and danced 
about, expressing (in song) their hopes for the future and 
thanks for the past year. The village was literally inundated 
with moimtebanks, charlatans, clowns, &c., ail anxious to 
obtain a certain amount of sons from the inhabitants, in 
returafor which they promised to perform wonders in the 
way of jnggling, fire-eating, Stc. 

In the hope of getting away jfrom the crowd, we strolled 
over the moss-covered diff, or (in French) falake, with the 
intention of seeing the " canldron," so called from the fact 
of its being a narrow space between two rocks, where the 
incoming wave is dashed first on one side and then on the 
other till at last meeting in the centre and immediately sepa- 
rating in two parts it again meets with a tremendous concus- 
sion, and then rushes out foaming and with terriiic noise. 
It was apparent, however, that our désire for solitude was not 
to be gratified hère, for on inquiring the cause of the unusual 
crowd gathered round the cauldron, we were informed that 
8ome daring man had caused a rope to be stretçhed from one 
rock to the other, and, in imitation of the traversée by 
Blondin of the Niagara Falls, was about to cross hère in the 
same manner. The respective distances could not of course 
be compared, but had this man fallen into the boiling waves 
below, he would hâve met with just as certain death as the 
other, if he had lost his footing. I observed that it was not 
only the ignorant and astonished peasantry who seemed to 
watch with debght this (to me) horrible feat; but it was 
rather that dass of persons, now assembled for the baths, 
whom expérience and éducation would lead one to imagine 
would deprecate rather thaa encourage such foolhardiness. 
I hâve always been of opinion that it is the lowest and most 
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rebensîble specka of mortnd curiosity irbidi aota as t 
uoHnent to civilîsed beings to tmiiter at sucli senaéless m 
iked eithibitions. Of late years there appeais to be 
railiiig partiality for wonderfid exhibitions of recklessnef 
look at an individnal prove "how neariy man may mati 
spe," to witnesa a play of muscles in cTeiy possible wi 
trary to nature, ïs now one of tbe most fashionab 
times. Is anything gttined by seeing how little vah 
a places upon his own lifeP In Terity, if thia continue: 
rin be no longer in oor power to speak of as înhuman ih 
diatorial sports of Borne, or of tbe much-condemned bnlJ 
its of Spain. Innocent amusement is a necessity of lifc 
Teation of some sort is as necessaiy to tbe human race a 

air we breathe, and whaterer tends in any maimer harni 
]y to b^uile ns, and make ns contented with life, sboulc 
encouraged, but reckless jeopardising of one's ezistcncf 

never witb truth be called amusement. 
But to retum. In desoending the faloùe we met serentl 
ermen canying tbe pam bénit, or blessed bread, the said 
id being in leahty cslce, and the said cake beii^ decorated 
ibe highest possible manner with green leaves and aitïficial 
!S. Tbey offered us some, which we declined ; not foi^^*- 
, howerer, to give them each a pièce of money to aid them 
he evening sports. On oui i«tuTn to the beach we fbnitâ 
re had been a regatta which bad been won by s(nnebody, 
t somebody being just in the act of receÎTing the immense 
ath which waa the raward of the victor. In the erening 
Tand bail took place at tbe Casino. At tliis rémio» 
lost s^U of the fishennen, and fbnnd ooiBelves in the 
ipany of élegantly-dresBed ladies and gentlemen. One 
ht ahnost bare fmded oneself back in Paris; the haQ 

brillîantly iUnmiirated, ^ mnric was excellent, md tin 
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midnight thé whole affair was characterised by tliat 9erve and 
laiser-aller so peculiarly rrencli, when at that fatal hour the 
loud cries of tlie fishermen attracted ail to the beach. The 
sea had saddenly risen, and while the countzy people weie 
rejoicing, had carried off ail the bathing-huts, and threatened 
at each moment to carry off any one who shonld venture on 
the beach. ^ The moaning and bewaîlÎDg of the owner of the 
hnts, the anxîety of mothers whose children had for the 
moment dUappeared, was strangely in contrast with the 
festivities of the half-hour before. Soon ail hope of saving 
any of the lost pioperty was resigned, and after assuring 
myself that that was the extent of the misfortune, I left them 
to seek my kitchen, ante-chamber, and narrow staircase. 

The next moming the sea continued raging with the 
same violence, and the fisherman's wives who stood on the 
beach watching for the arrivai of the Httle barks whi<À 
contained their husbands, received my deep and heart* 
felt, if not expressed commisération. Poor créatures ! Even 
when they descried the fraQ bark, what agony to watch it 
coming in— now in sight and now disappearing behind a 
wave whose immensity seemed snre to crash it, Most o£ 
thèse women are nsed to this ; but there was one, a young 
pale créature holding an infant who was not, they told me» 
*' native, and to the manner bom," who espedally attracted 
my attention. This was the first expérience i^e had had et 
the horrible uncertainty of a sailor's life, and when the 
manly young fellow did spring ashore and grasp her to his 
arms it was just in time to prevent her siuking oa the pébblj 
beach. The uncertainty of lus ever retuming, and the 
émotion of seeing him safe, had been too mnch for her; 
happily, as the French say, La joie ne tuejpaa, " Joy does not 
kiU;" and we afterwards saw her, gay and animaited, looldx^ 
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aphantly at the aea as it lelreated gnunUmgly sné 
fly. 

\e Ibe season adrancea tbe fashionables arrive, «nd the 
t little village is futl of l&diea and gentlemen dreesed in tbe 
Parisian mode». The little cloak, called the £am de Mer, ia 
DOW in the plénitude of itfi gloiy. It is oonqxMed of s 
; stdped doth, tbe atripes mnning downwarda and 
âng at the aeam in the baok. I saw an extiemely pretty 
yeaterday, composed of soft «hite doth, wilh nano» 
k stripes, trimmed ail round wltJi a bit of black sîlk about 
nch wide, and eut on the CTDae, which iras set on to the 
1 with a led silk Iveri or cording. The ekofea» retnmu^is 
h «om, though the old-fashioned flat-brinuned h&t atill 
Bitsowu. Ifitisuotao coquetish asthe tumed-upsh&pe, 
utainly protects the faoe better from the ann. Thoae 
s who object to being bnmt by the acwching nya of tfaat 
nary etill abide by the ch^ea» toa^cMi. The Hwquise 
[. and tbe Comtesse de L., two of our moat fashionable 
beautifiil Parisian bellea, whose reekereki costumes created 
I a fuTore at the balls of the Tuileriea laat winto', 
iared yesterday on the beadi hère in dreaaes which 
usted unireraal ^tention. A celelnated paînter now 
nming hère, dedaied that be could almost fàncy that 
of the ancient portraits of the Moseum of Versailles bad 
n life and corne to Etret&t. Thèse dresses were ctnnposed 
rhite piqvè eut in the fourreau fonn (the/oHfTea» is the 
ue, which reaches to the feet) ; they were trimmed round 
bottom of the skirt with a broad silk band, eut crosa 

of Scotch plaid coloura. The Pompadour beit raised 
1 in four places, ahowing a wbite petticoat ondemeatfa, 

numberiess small tucks, and ratlier short, reaching to 
boot-tope. Tbe body was embellished by two large 
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liuttons beliind, coyered vnth Scotch plaid silk, the same 
buttons, but smaller, fastening the dress up to the throat. 
The sleeve just allowing room for a neat undersleeve with 
turnover cuff to be seen. Buttons of the same materîal ail 
the way up the outside of the sleeve, which has two seams, 
one on the outside and one inside. The hat of the Marquise 
de M. was of coarse white English straw edged with black 
velvet, with two large turkey-cock feathers (such as are used 
in England sometimes for fly brushes) one on either side. 
This chapeau was turned up at the sides, and had a large 
rosette of black velvet and Scotch ribbon mixed, hiding the 
ends of the feathers in &ont. That of the Comtesse de L. 
was of Leghom or Faille d^ Italie, the rim was turned down- 
wards, a long white oslrich feather encircled the whole of the 
crown, and a bow of white satin ribbon was placed in front 
to hide the stem or bad end of the feather. The whole 
toilette was charming ; and if in the description they appear 
too much like stage costumes, I can assure my readers that 
they did not look so ; that, on the oontrary, they were 
original, and exceedingly becoming. 

I leave Etretât the day after to-morrow, not without regret, 
for my stay hère has been very agreeable ; but then, " Que 
voulez voua?" as our friends say. The "Grande entrée de 
l'Armée " takes place at Paris on the 14th, and I must not 
faîl to give my fair lady-readers a correct account of that 
imposing ceremony. 

The Paris newspapers for the last week contaîn really 
oiothing that is worthy of reproduction. Tbe Mgaro, the 
iritty (?) newspaper, is only saved from absolute silence and 
xontempt this week by the follow-ing : — 
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TBOUVé SUB LE COLLIEB d'UK CHIEN FEBDU. 

On ue promet point de largesse 

A celui qui me retrouvera, 
Qui me ramène à ma msatresse 

Pour recompense il la verra. 

Ter the benefit of those of my readers who do not Imow 
French, and not in the désire of being considered poetical, I 
bave made the following humble translation : — 

TOUITD OK THE COLLAB. 07 A LOS! DOG. 

To him into whose hands I fall^ 

No filthy lucre will be offered; 
Lead me to my lad/s call, 

A view o/her to you is proffered. 



LETTEE XIV. 

The Paris Fêtes. 

Paris, "Wednesday, August 17, 1859. 
Pabis saw last Sunday as grand and imposing a ceremony 
as any upon which her brilliant noonday sun shone in dsys 
of yore. Eighty thousand soldiers, conducted by the 
Emperor, who guided them in the combat, made their 
entry into the Capital under triumphal arches, under a 
rain of âowers and laurels, and in the nûdst of the most 
enthusiastic acclamations of that most enthusiastic of ail 
people — the French. As early as seven o'dock on Sunday 
moming, the crowd on the Boulevards was overwhelming. 
Hundreds of persons had passed Saturday night on the pave- 
ment, so as to be sure of having good places. The Boule- 
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yaièa, ihe Eue de la Paix, the Eue Castiglione, and the Eue 
de Eivoli, offered a most strîkiiig appearance. Banners, 
flags, of ail nations — the tricolour predominating, — fioaied 
from the top of ail the public buildings, the théâtres, and from 
every private house ; the Windows of thèse latter having been 
let at the most fabulons priées. The National Guard fonned 
a kaie on the right-hand side of the Boulevards, from the 
Bastille to the Place Vendôme. Hère they stopped, but 
began again at the Eue Castiglione, the Une continuing to 
the Tuileries. The troops of the army of Paris were in fuU 
parade dress, the troops of the army of Italy in campaign 
imue. At nine o'dock, salvos of artillery announced the 
arrivai of the Emperor at the Place de la Bastille, where Ins 
Majesty was received by his Excellency Marshal Magnan, at 
the head of his état major, The head of the army had 
already arrived, and after a march of an hour entered the 
Place Vendôme. Ail along the Boulevards the Emperor was 
received with the greatest enthusiasm. His Majesty, who 
walked his horse the whole distance, was literally inundated 
wiih flowers. Perhaps never has a victorious sovereign, 
entering his capital, met with a more fiattering réception. 
The Marshals commanding the différent corps d'armée, Uie 
superior offîcers, subaltems, and soldiers, had each his 
bouquet or his laurel wreath thrown from the hand of some 
fair lady on the Boulevards. 

But by far the best point for witnessing this imposing cere- 
inony was on the estrades built in the Place Vendôme. Let 
me attempt to describe the gênerai appearance of thia square. 
At the aide of the Eue de la Paix four columns formed a 
sort of triumphal gâte. Thèse immense columns had a base 
of (imitaticm) white marble with blue veina; the upper 
portion repreaented red marble with a gold comice. There 

G 2 
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are eight of thèse colmnns, eacli of which is surmounted by a 
gilt statue of Yictoiy with out-stretched Iiands offèring 
crowns of golden laurels witli each hand. This saine décora- 
tion is repeated at the entrance of the Place Vendôme by the 
Bue de Castiglione. Inside the Place, crimson velvet hang- 
ings, embroidered with the Impérial bées and the letter N, 
were suspended from each story of the houses round the 
square. Golden eagles with outspread wings were ranged at 
regular inter/als on the roofs, while tricolour flags and medal- 
lions with the Impérial cypher completed the décoration. 
The Tribune occupied by the Empress in fix)nt of the rési- 
dence of the Garde des Sceaux was omamented in the niches 
by trophies, while the inside was decorated with the national 
flags. A lai^e tent of crimson velvet striped with gold and 
supported by golden lances, protected the Empress first from 
the sun, and afterwards from the rain which fell towards the 
close of the ceremony. Around the Place were raised rows 
of benches capable of seating twenty thousand spectators. 
Thèse benches were entirely draped with crimson velvet with 
gold fringe, and when filled with beautiftdly-dressed ladies 
and gentlemen, many of thèse last in uniform, the brilliant 
spectacle reminded one of a Eoman amphithéâtre on a day 
of triumph. The fine colimm composed of bronze, sur- 
mounted by the statue of the first Napoléon, was ornamented 
with garlands of every description, fiags, banners, and wreaths 
of immortelles. 

At a quairter-past ten, the militaiy band stationed at the 
entrance of the Place Vendôme executed the national air of 
" Fartant pour la Syrie," and four gala carnages entered the 
square; the first containing the Empress and the Prince 
Impérial. Her Majesty wore a white dress with a black lace 
mautle, and a Leghom bonnet omamented with feathers of 
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tbe national colours. The little Prince wore the costume of 
the Grenadiers of the Guard. The Princess Mathilde wore a 
mauve silk dress and a white crape bonnet. At half-past teu 
a low murmur announced the approach of the Emperor and 
the anny. Ail the spectators rose, while the band played 
the well-known air of "La Victoire est à nous." The cor* 
iège was composed thus : The brass band of the Cent Gardes, 
the Cent Gardes in fuU dress ; The Etat Major of the armj 
of Italy ; the Emperor on horseback, his sword drawn, 
wearing the uniform of a General, with the grand cordon of 
the Légion of Honour. His Majesty was received with long 
and continued cheers and cries of " Vive l'Empereur." After 
saluting the Empress, his Majesty stationed himself in finont 
of the Impérial Tribune, having on one side of him Marshal 
Pelissier, and on the other Marshal Eandon. At sight of the 
troops, the Prince Impérial stood upon his chair and drcw 
his little sword with infantine enthusiasm. The défile com* 
menced immediately after the arrivai of the Emperor; the 
wounded soldiers, with priests at their sides, came first. The 
Emperor saluted thèse brave soldiers, who, in spite of their 
évident pain and debility, cried loudly " Vive rEmpereur.'* 
One youDg officer was specially remarked ; both his hands 
had been carried away by the same baU ; his arms were 
entirely enveloped in white wrappings ; but the pain he must 
hâve been enduring continually did not prevent a smile play- 
ing on his pale face, as he saluted by a bend of the body, 
and shouted " Vive rirapératrice." The band of wounded 
was fortunately smaU, for their appearance created a saddening 
impression upon the crowd. I shall not mention the name 
of eveiy régiment that passed, but merely speak of the oere- 
mony of presenting the flags to tbe Emperor by the régiments 
of the Guard. The 8rd Grenadiers, whose flag is so riddkd 
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Uimt ît no longer desenres tbe name of flag, was leodmd wA 
great enthnsiasm, the Empress and Prince Impérial joimng ia 
ihe applause. In fact, the young Prince kept up a oontmaal 
dapping of liands till he left, which was before tke dose of 
tiie ceremony. I am sure those little members of hîs Impérial 
body mnst liave been sadly red and tired. I obseired, tbat 
irben tbe soldiers cried "Vive le Prince Impérial," bis Higk- 
ness's English nurse wbispered to him, whereupon be iipme- 
diately answered by tbe mibtary sainte. The régiments cl 
the Guard, on arriving in front of the Emperor, balted ; Ûxd 
standard-bearer adyanced in front of His Majesty, who 
unoovered whîle a Cent Garde took the flags. Those belong- 
ing to the Impérial Guard are ail kept in the Palace of the 
Tuileries. The appearance of the Austrian ilags, carried by 
ihe pensons who took them, caused long, loud, and reiterated 
shouts from ail présent. Forty Austrian camions also caused 
uoiversal satisfaction. Marshal de Mac Mahon, Duc de 
Magenta, was received with maddening shouts of approvaL 
This brave soldier looked well in his uniform ; he wore the 
kepi. In passing at the head of his division, General Forey 
threw at the feet of the Emperor, and at the tribune of the 
Empress, the flowers and crowns that had been showered 
iipon him en route: It was a délicate attention, and was 
leceived by the Empress with a gracions salute of the head, a 
wave of the handkerchief, and, above ail, one of her sweetest 
smiles. A gentleman behind me said that " that smile was 
leward enough for the fatigues of a two years' campaign.'* 
Her Majesty is really beautifiil, and her smile — especially 
when her face is radiant with excitement — reminds one of the 
heavenly smiles of EaphaeVs Virgins. About one o*clock 
tiie rain began to fall, and many of the ladies who cared 
more for the préservation of their toilettes than for the rest of 
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the ceremony, left. Thèse were few, the majority remaining 
till the end. Dnring the passage of the 4th corps, the 
Empress sent the Prince Impérial to the Emperor, who lifting 
him in his arms, placed him on the saddle, where he remained 
for several moments. The cortège terminated by the cavaliy, 
a veiy fine corps. In passing before the Emperor thèse régi- 
ments halted also, and presented their mutilated flags to the 
Emperor, who, at the close of the ceremony, bowed to the 
Empress and rode to the Palace, preceded by the Cent Gardes 
ou horseback carrying the French and Austrian flags, and 
followed by the marshals and the military household. The 
crowd stationed near the Palace made the air ring with their 
shouts. The Empress with her household followed in 
carnages. 

It may be interesting hère to give some idea of the 
appearance of the Boulevards. At the Barrière du Trône 
two gilt masts, festooned together with a garland of laurel 
leaves, rivalled in height the two columns which bear the 
statues of St. Louis and Philippe Auguste. From the top 
of thèse masts floated green banners, embroidered with gold 
stars. A large tower was built in the centre of the place, on 
the base of which were written the names of the principal 
battles of the late conflict. On the Place de la Bastille was 
erected the handsomest temporary omament of the city. It 
was a triumphal arch, and offered by the city to the 
Emperor and army. This arch represents the grand entrance 
to the world-renowned cathedral of Milan, and is said to be 
exact in ail its détails. Another triumphal arch in front of 
the Cirque Napoléon was charming in its simpHcity. It was 
of magnificent Moorish construction, and surmounted by an 
immense golden eagle, on whose outspread wings were 
written, "A Napoléon III., à l'armée d'Italie. Vive 
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TEmpereur ! " Ail the théâtres had decoratc^ their façades 
in a style of fabulous magnificence. At the Rue Lepelletier, 
another arch, on the base of which were written Csesar^s 
famous words, " Veni, vidi, vici," also " Zurich — ^Villafranca." 
I find it is quite impossible to describe this scène. 

I might, it is true, enumerate eveiy triumplial arch, but 
the profusion of flags floating from ail the windows, firom the 
trees, and suspended by long cords which stretched across 
the Street, produced an elFect of which words faQ to convey 
any idea. The scène on the Bovdevards can be compared to 
nothing but an immense théâtre, the public being the spec- 
tators, and the victorious army the actors. 

I may hère mention that, as usual, the most exhorbi« 
tant priées were asked for ail places, and the conséquence 
was, that not an inch of ground was to be seen on which were 
not placed chairs and benches; many of the shopkeepers 
took down their windows and erected seats as in a circus. 
That portion of the population who had not money to buy 
places, or, if they had money, could not throw it away, sacri- 
ficed their time, their sleep, and their eating, for those who 
had not brought their food with them, found it impossible to 
get out, and thus were starved as well as sleepless. 

The next day (the 15th), which, besides being ihefêée of 
the first and consequently of the third Napoléon, was also the 
day of the Assumption, and thus had double cause for being 
celebrated. The weather during the early part of the day looked 
menacing, but as then ail Paris was in church, and the after- 
noon was ûnej there was no coraplaiuing. A salvo of artil- 
leiy at six o'clock in the moming announced that iheféte had 
commenced, and shortly afterwards provisions and alms were 
fireely distributed in ail the différent Mairies in the Capital. 
During the whole day, crowds visited the Place Vendôme U>- 
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view the beautîful décorations. About ten o'clock, a number 
of soldiers of the First Empire, dressed ia-their peculiar old 
unifonn, walked to the columu in the Place Vendôme, and 
deposited, according to their yearly custom, crowns of immoT' 
telles on the raUing which surrounds it. A solemn Te 
Deum was celebrated at Notre Dame, in présence of the 
Emperor, Empress, ajid Great Bodies of States. Eeligious 
services of a similar character were also celebrated with 
great pomp in aU the other churches of Paris. At the con- 
clusion of the religious services the crowd in the streets 
became dense, although the gratuitous représentations in the 
différent théâtres carried away thousands. The Une of per- 
sons stationed before each of thèse places of amusement 
extended through several différent streets, and to the crédit 
of the people be it said, that there was not the slightest 
attempt at pushing or crowding to get in first. The pièces 
sélect ed were the veiy best of each theatre's r^ertoire, and it 
is said that the performers exerted themselves to the utmost ; 
for it is universaUy acknowledged that the cla^e ouvrière of 
Paris has an instinctive appréciation of dramatic excellence. 

At one o'clock a tilting match took place on the Seine, the 
vanquished having the pleasure of a cool bath in the river, to 
the intense delight of the spectators. But by far the densest 
crowds were collected on the Esplanade of the Invalides, 
where a variety of amusements were provided for the 
people. Two théâtres for gymnastic exercises, and two for 
military pantomimes, were erected hère. Greased pôles, 
with silver cups, watches, handsome pipes, &c. — thèse prizes 
dangHng temptingly from the top — were there to iuduce 
ambitious persons to tiy to climb them. Shows of ail sorts, 
from gigantic babies to tamed lions, were to be entered for 
the moderate fee of two sous. An immense number of 
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soldiers were amusing themselyes hère— as, in faot, thej 
seemed to be doing ail over tbe city. The military panto- 
mimes carried the day over ail the other shows of tbe Espla- 
nade. You can easily imagine tbat thèse pantomimes repre- 
sented tbe ¥rench anny in action, tbat action ultimately 
resnlting in tbe success of tbe French arms ; bnt what nation 
was to be defeated was tbe question which presented itself 
to ail tbinldng minds. Austria is now at peace with France, 
Bussia tbe same; the Arabs of Algeria bave been killed, 
wounded, aod taken prisoners, for many years on the Espla- 
nade, but this year tbe number of Turcos wandenng about 
efFectually put a stop to tbat. Profiting by the entire 
absence of Chinese from tbe city, tbe ingénions organizer of 
thèse entertainments seized upon tbat nation to represent the 
vanquisbed foe, and it is estimated tbat some bundreds of 
Chinese were entirely routed by] a bandfùl of French about 
twenty times in tbe course of tbe day, to tbe intense deMght 
of tbe assembled multitude. At six o'clock in tbe evening 
another salvo of artiUery announced tbat the day jHe had 
terminated. 

About eigbt o'clock, the great mass of buman beingsbegan 
to surge towards tbe Place de la Concorde. The weather, 
refresbed by tbe moming's shower, was deligbtfully cool, and 
being quite dry, was admirably suited for a display of fire- 
works. The garden of tbe Tuileries was iUuminated in a 
style of fantastic magnificence. Tbe reserved garden was 
tbrown open to the public. This garden was bung ail round 
with Hgbts representing precious stones, diamonds, rubies, 
•and pearls. Tbe grande allée, leading to tbe time-bonoured 
Palace, was festooned with garlands of Hght. About nine 
o'clock, the Emperor and Empress appeared on tbe balcony 
dressed in evening attire. Tbeir appearance was tbe signal 
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for lond cheers, which tbey acknowledged by repeated saluta- 
tions. After remaining about fiye minutes on the baloony^ 
tbeir Majesties retired amid the renewed cheers of the ciowd. 
Immediately after, the display of fireworks commenced, as 
usual, by a brilliant fligbt of sky rockets, which, on bursting, 
exposed to view the national colours of France and Piedmont 
— blue, white, and red, for the one, and blue, white, and 
green, for the other. After those came a pièce representing 
fourteen cascades, each having a revolving motion and throw- 
ing .ont a profusion of liquid fire, which at intervais changed 
colouT, and produced a charming effect. The next pièce 
represented a faH of water on a most gigantic scale, the 
extent being not less than 250 yards in length. While this 
was playing, showers of detonating bombs and Roman candies 
of eveiy imaginable tinge of colour were discharged, while 
the sky was filled with repealed flights of rockets. Next 
appeared four triumphal columns in varions coloured fires, 
two of them surmoimted by stars and two by eagles. The 
grand pièce de résistance was in the shape of a façade of a 
Temple of Peace, forty yards high by sixty in width. On the 
right and left were military trophies and flags, and between 
them escutcheons bearing the names of the victories of the 
Allies in Italy. The exhibition closed by the bouquet, for the 
exécution of which it could almost be imagined that Ruggieri, 
who, as usual, famished the display, had borrowed the use of 
Mount Vesuvius, and substituted for the fiâmes and lava the 
countless thousands of brilliant lights which filled the air, and 
drew forth such loud applause. 

This amusement over, the crowd dispersed to view the 
illuminations, which had now become général. The Champs 
Elysées were beautifuQy hung with Chinese lamps of every 
hue. The Place de la Concorde was a blaze of white stars. 
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placed at regular distances. The Miuistry of Marine, ( 
Foreign AfiPairs, and Législative Chamber, were ail ric^ 
illnininated. The Hôtel de Ville was a perfect blaze of lig^hl 
and the double row of gas the whole length of the Bue d 
Eiyoli produoed a channing efPect. I cannot enumerate tb 
différent buildings, which, by the tasteful arraDgement a 
flags, streamers, and gas, added to the beauty of the soene 
but can only say that ih^ fêtes of the 14th and 15th Augusl 
will long live in the memory of Pansians as two dajs ol 
unqualified magnificence and rejoidng, not marred by a single 
accident to any of the great human mass which fiUed tk 
streets of this bnlliant capital. 



LETTER XV. 



Paris after the Fêtes — Movements of the Court — ^A. Modest 
Dressmaker's Bill — ^A Good Example — ^The Theatrical and 
Operatic World — ^A Romantic Story — Singolar Law Sait — 
Paris Improvements — The State Carriage of Napoléon I. — 
Hazarding an Opinion. 

Paris, Wednesday, August 24, 1859. 
How changed the aspect of the City since my last letter 1 
The triumphal arches, monuments, flags, and Tictoiy pôles, 
which sprang up in a single night as if by enchantment, now 
seem to haye disappeared in the same manner, for not a 
vestige of the décorations for the^i^ de V Empereur is now to- 
be seen. The immense corowd of strangers, English predomi- 
nating, which invaded the streets for seyeral days before and 
after the ceremony, bas vanished so suddenly, that one might 
almost imagine they but came to act as accessoriefl to the 
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bnUiancy of the rejoicings, and that the gênerai manager-in- 
chief, having no further use for them, lias quickly sent them 
about their business. The Eues de la Paix and Castiglione 
were tlie rendezvous for an immense number of artists, who, 
anxious to commit to the never-dying canvas the décorations 
for the triumphal entrée of the army, stationed thernselves 
there in fùll view of thé Place Vendôme. In addition to 
their being good painters, which I hope they were, I can 
certify to the amount of patience they ail displayed ; for the 
crowd of gamins who never left the elbows of the artists ail 
day long, and who did not hesitate to pass an opinion favour- 
able or otherwise on the progressing picture, must hâve been 
enough to try the patience of a saint ; but they withstood 
the désire to give up the task in despair, and I saw several 
artists canying away triumphantly their completed works. 
The beautiful statue representing Peace, which stood at the 
«ntrance of the Eue de la Paix, has been taken down, and 
will be carefully preserved. 

The Emperor and Empress are taking the baths at St. 
Sauveur; the Impérial Prince has proceeded to Biarritz, 
where he will be joined by their Majesties in about ten days* 
tîme. It is said that the Grand-Duke Constantine has taken 
the Hôtel des Ambassadeurs at Biarritz, which is now being 
prepared for his Impérial Highness and suite. Préparations 
for the réception of the Emperor Napoléon and his fair 
Consort are being made in a style of unusual magnificence a|i 
Bayonne, the place at which the railway stops, and passengers 
en route for Biarritz take the diligence. Their Majesties are 
«xpected to arrive during the night, and consequently the 
whole town will be brilUantly illuminated. The préparations 
ordered at the Palace of Compiègne are fast approaching 
completion; the Impérial family finish the season at this 
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pictnresque spot. As is ihe costom, iheîr Mijesties 
entertain a large number of gnests, who aie diyided into aete 
— one set stopping one week, ihe second the second week, bc 
There is always great curiosity among ihe kamie noUâasê of 

Paris when this season approaches, and the Marquise B 

is dying of enyy if she hears that the Baioness de C is 

invited ; even now, the fashionable diessmakers are loaded 
with orders from ladies who imagine they will be invited to 
Compiègne. 

As I gazed yesterday at the immense number of dresaea 
made for a certain hidy hère, who, eyen if she is honouied 
with an invitation, wQl only stop a week, I thought to whot 
a ridiculotts extent dressing is carried by Erench ladies, 
even those whose fortunes do not warrant it. This lady had 
ordered nineteen dresses for her one week (that is her hoped>for 
week) at Compiègne. Averaging each dieas at twenty poonds, 
wMch is Eoger^s average priœ^ we attain the nice little sum 
of three hundred and eighty pounds ; then there are of course 
other, and equally neœssaiy things, such as gloVes, lingerie^ 
&c. Bather a dear week's pleasure, take it ail in ail ! The 
dreadfal extravagances of the ladies going constantly to Court 
has reached the Emperor's ears, and it is said that he specially 
desiied the Empress to set the example of great simpHcity to 
ladies surrounding her Mijesty. This, it is said, the beautifnl 
Eugénie dœs as much as possible ; it is not uncommon to 
hear her pointed out by a Parisian to some countiy cousin as 
being of her ladies '^ Celle qui est habillée le plus simple- 
ment," which is often the case. 

The weather is cool and pleasant, but Paris looks y&j 
deserted; the hecm monde has gone to its eJuUeeux^ and 
the strangers — everywhere : th^ will not remain in Pteris 
during the dull season. The théâtres are making spasmodîc 
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atïtemptfl to attract the public by tbe offermg of novelties in 
the way of fairy pièces, theatrical reviews, &c. Tbey succeed 
in getting foU honses, but tbe audience is composed, even at 
the Français, of persons of the lower class. Eefined people 
look upon theatrîcals as a winter amusement, and will not 
patronise them in summer. AU the principal actors and 
actresses are now m congé. Bonnebie, the favourite baiytone» 
has retumed to the Grand Opéra. A romantic stoiy is being 
told of a young actress who made her délmt di the Théâtre du 
PaUis Eoyal about a year ago. Although but seyenteen years 
of âge, and possessed of extraordinary beauty, the young 
aspirant for dramatic honours did not make a very favourable 
impression. A wealthy Moldavian who had just lost his wife, 
visited the théâtre, and saw in the débutanie an exact likeness 
of his departed spouse. Love succeeded astonishment, and 
the gentleman demanded her hand ; her parents were agree- 
àble, and the marriage was celebrated last week in the 
présence of the gentleman's aristocratie Mends. The best 
part of the story is that the young lady is ofhighly respectable 
parents, although very poor ; the bridegroom with a snug for- 
tune of 60,0 OOf. a year wîll, no doubt, render the happiness 
of the whole family complète. Musard's concerts are becom- 
ing the rage ; in fact, what can be more agreeable, duiing 
the hot weather, than to sit in the midst of fragrant flowers 
whose perfome fills the air, while the renowned band of this 
most renowned leader " discourses most excellent music." 
The strict measures taken to prevent the entrance of improper 
charaoters renders it a place of réunion for highly respect- 
able families, while English and American yisitors flockthere 
in abundance. 

A very novel law suit is àbout to be brought upon the 
ioffs. The facts of the case are thèse : the mortal remains of 
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the celebrated Cardinal de Eichelieu were deposited in the 
Chapelle de la Sorbonne (the fine tomb erected to his memory 
may still be seen) ; but during one of the most terrible days 
of the Révolution, the insurgents broke open this sacred place 
of rest as unceremoniously as they did those of persons of 
higher and lower degree. This act of Vandalism perpetrated, 
the unfeeling mob drew out the remains of the famous Car- 
dinal, and, severing the head from the body, paraded it upon 
ti lance's point tlirough aU the principal streets of the town, 
and amidst the cries and jeers of the excited multitude, 
delivered it up to one of the principal citizens of the town 
Tvho favoured the revolutionary cause. This good man left 
the head of the poor Cardinal to his son, who attaches an 
immense value to it. The object of the suit will be to force 
the gentleman to give up his cherished head, as it is con- 
tended that the remains of an illustrions man belong to the 
State. Whether the gentleman will remain in undisturbed 
possession, or whether the State will win the cause, remains 
to be seen. 

Napoléon I. has been called the King-maker ; I herewith 
solemnly dub Napoléon III. with the title of Street-maker — a 
more usefol, though less grand-sounding name. Though 'tis 
I but a month since I left Paris, I can see in ail directions the 
most decided and usefol improvements ; streets being eut 
through, old houses tom down, and new ones replacing them, 
and similar improvements in every part of the city . In the vici- 
nity of the Rue du Cherche-Midi, five new large broad streets 
are being eut through ; fine large houses wiU line either side of 
thèse new boulevards. The great importance of this will be 
understood when I call to the minds of my readers the fact 
that the Rue du Cherche-Midi is the street which contains ail 
ihe convents, nunneries, &c., and though reaJly very near the 
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Faubourg St. Germain, that densely habited neighbourhood, 
up to the présent time the street itself has been so difficult of 
access (owing to the fact of no cross-streets traversing it), 
that it has been a place of security for the nuns, monks, &c. 
I do not doubt that the Emperor's order for the cutting of 
thèse streets was an unpopular movement among this class of 
people. Though French priests may cavil at it, the free and 
liberty-loving English people will applaud heartily this break- 
ing up of a deeply rooted and essentially pemicious system. 

A gênerai examination of schools and distribution of 
prizes has been taking place within the past week. Boys and 
girls laden with crowns, handsomely bound books, and other 
rewards of merit, may be seen at any hour of the day waUdng 
home triumphantly, accompanied by the proud and happy 
parents. The vacation of the 15th of August has now freed 
thèse little people from the arduous tasks of the year. 

It is well known that the magnificent state carriage used 
by the Pirst Emperor and his wronged consort Joséphine, 
while in Italy, has passed into the hands of the Duchess of 
Parma. This carnage attracted the attention of Prince Napo- 
poleon, during his late command of the Army of Observation ; 
and it is said that his Impérial Highness expressed a désire to 
purchase what had been the property of his uncle. This 
reached the ears of the Duchess, who has begged the Emperor's 
acceptance of it. Though the answer has not yet been 
announced, I do not hesitate to state, on the assurance of 
persons in position to know, that the Emperor will refuse tMs 
act of courtesy on the part of her Eoyal Highness. His 
Majesty's reasons, I of course ignore ; but if he is as gaUant 
as report makes him, it must cost him a pang to refuse an 
act of graciettsetéy when coming from a lady. 

The reserved garden of the Tuileries is now open to the 
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public, and those who grumbled the most at tbis pièce of 
ground being taken from the pubKc, are now loudest in its 
praise. Take them ail in ail, the opinion of your correspondent 
is, that the Trench are the hardest people to govern in the 
world ; and if their présent Sovereign sometimes does things 
which we do not approve of, we must remember that his 
subjects are not free-thinldng English people. Shakspeare 
said, " XJneasy Hes the head that wears a crown ; " and though 
the great bard intended that for one of the Henry's, the remark 
is painfuUy applicable to French monarchs. 



LETTER XVI. 



Paris Amusements — ^The Angelof Charity — ^The Princess Clotilde 
— ^A Clownish Prince — ^An Amusinig Mistake — Gallant 
Zouaves — ^The Impérial Eamily at St. Saayeur. 

Paris, Wednesday, August 31,. 1859. 

The weather has suddenly become so cool and delightfdl, 
that for the last few days the Champs Elysées hâve presented 
so gay and briUiantly-dressed assembly of promenaders that 
one could almost fancy oneself in the middle of winter, when 
aU the fashionables are in town. The théâtres, too, are fiiller, 
and are attended by a better class of persons than for the last 
two or three months. The managers of thèse différent places 
of amusement hâve hastlLy brought out novelties to please, 
and some of the pièces presented lateiy are noticeable for 
their origînality and wit. At the Gymnase, the Empress's 
favourite théâtre, they hâve produced a three act comedy 
called Un Ange de Charité, which is a beautifîilly-conceived 
and equally weU carried out plot, the whole of the dialogue 
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being in rhyme. Thoiigli this style of play is rather in 
(lisfavour at the présent time, yet the author of the Ange de 
ClmriU may well be proud of his success. The Angel of 
Charity is not a créature of the idéal world ; it is a woman of 
the monde, who, in spite of ail the false-heartedness and 
Mvolity which surround her, is noble enough not to practice 
the baseness and selfishness of her fricndr-, nnd to unostenta- 
tiously relieve many an aching heart and suifering frame. 
Pauline is a widow, young, handsome, rich, and has many 
suitors ; she does not wish to marry again, but it is necessary 
that her little son should hâve a father's hand to guide him. 
The two most serions aspirants for her hand are called, one 
Greorge de Biron, a young fop, who, having run through ail 
his own fortune, is désirons of replenishing his coflPers with 
the widow's ; the other, Durozeau, an old soUcitor, who wishes 
to put an end to the hopes of a list of nièces and nephews, 
who each separately count on being his heir or heiress. 
Pauline has been very kind to a young man who gives 
lessons to her child, and who in the dénouement proves himself 
worthy of the compassion she has shown him. This is a 
beautiful portraiture of that unhappily large class of human 
beings to whom éducation and gentle birth are misfortunes, 
for they prevent their possessors asking ahns when they need 
it. Pauline asks George and Durozeau to find a place for 
Edmond d'Albert, her protégé, but thèse two kind-hearted 
beings refuse, and the young man subsista on the lessons 
given to Pauline's child ; but scandai is at work, and Pauline 
feels that she must take from him this last hope. The most 
impressive scène in the play is that in which Edmond déclares 
to his benefactress that he has a secret to teU her, against 
which he has struggled for days, but which must be told. 
She tremblingly awaits the expected déclaration of love which 
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must cause her to forbid him the liouse ; but no — ^he asks an 
advance of money, he is on the point of starvation ! The 
young actor who delivers thèse lines infused a vigour and 
wannth into them which completely carried the audience by 
storm. Of course it ends by Pauline manying the young 
jprotégé, and the conséquent utter defeat of M. de Biron and 
the old lawyer. Why is it that in England we cannot hâve 
such companies of good actors as in France ? It is usual to 
hâve one or two very good ones, and then those who fill the 
minor characters are so poor that they often mar the best 
efforts of an experienced actor. In the Ange de Charité therc 
is a baU-room appendage in the shape of a man, who does 
not utter a single word during the whole course of the pièce ; 
and yet, so admirably is he dressed, so perfect is he in his 
gestures, that his entrance is always marked with applause. 
Madame Vestvali makes her first appearance at the Grand 
Opéra to-night in the character of Eomeo ; she will be gTeeted 
with enthusiasm, no doubt. Ail the théâtres are organising 
their winter companies, and this season promises to be even 
more brilliant than the last. 

The only member of the Impérial family now left in Paris 
is the Princess Clotilde ; she drives ont very quietly, having 
, had the good sensé to abandon the out-riders, postiUions, &c., 
which the Princes Napoléon and Jérôme so delight in. One 
wonders at her remaining in Paris the whole summer through 
— she has not even a villa outside the town — and during the 
hottest of the summer she remains either at the Palais Eoyal 
or their little place in the Avenue Montaigne. Many reports 
are circulated about herself and her Impérial husband being 
very unhappy together ; but we must not place too much 
reliance on what Dame Humour says, she is always busy with 
thèse great people ; one cannot refrain from observing, how- 
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ever, that the Princess is extremely distingué^ and her 
husband is — quite the contrary, sliaH I say ? Tes, that is a 
very mild term. The tinie was, and that not many years ago, 
when the name prince and gentleman were synonymous 
tenns; now, au contraire. I don't think any gentleman 
would ride through the streets of Paris in an Impérial calèche 
with a cigar in his mouth and a straw hat stuck rakislily on 
the front of his head, his legs (don't be shocked, ladies, it is 
quite true) stretched out on the front seat, and liis arm 
thrown over the back of the carnage ! Yet Princes do thèse 
things. It is a pity that the Emperor Napoléon is obliged to 
acknowledge such relations. No one can say that liis Majesty 
is not as dignified a Sovereign as ever held a sceptre, or that 
the Empress is not a fitting consort. 

While I am on this subject, perhaps you will allow me to 
recount an amusing adventiire, which, though it happened 
some months ago, can never hâve been told, as there was 
no one présent but the principal actors in it, and your 
correspondent. The scène passed at the house of one of the 
most fashionable dressmakers in Paris. In the grand salon 
silks and other materials were lying on the table, and when I 
entered there was a lady présent who was choosing some 
di'esses. I immediately recognized Lady C, having been 
introduced to her a few evenings before. She also remembered 
me, and bowing, she begged me to kindly give her some 
advice as to the silks she was choosing, professing not to be a 
connoisseuse in Erench tnarchandise. While we were examining 
the différent pattems, in burst an enormous fat lady (?), who 
began upbraiding the di-essmaker for a delay in sending 
home some dress or another. " Sapristi,'' exclpimed the 
newcomer, " if tbis occurs again no more of my custora— and 
the dress, how does it fit, now that it is sent home ? Look 
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— and, taldng off her shawl, she exposed to view a dress laced 
up thé back, with about *an inch of something wbite, which 
should bave been hidden, sbewing bebind — " well, ail I can 
say is, tbat me voila ficelée comme un vrai jambon y This 
was too much for the aristocratie EngHsh lady, who, hastily 
dropping tbe silks, left the room followed by the dressmaker. 
" Hâve the goodness to send my bill immediately ; liad I 
known that you were in the habit of making dresses for sucîi 
persons, I should never hâve corne to you." The poor 
dressmaker looked frightened, then bewildered, then smiled 
complacently. " I understcncl yoiir ladyship's mistake," said 
she "et vraiment ce n^ est pas étonnant que Madame V ait 'pensé; 
but," hère she lowered her voice, ""^c^est la Prbicesse B., cotmne 
de V Empereur. Lady C. burst into a fit of uncontrollable 
laughter at her mistake, and reassured the dressmaker by 
saying she would still patronize her, but begged to be put 
into another room when the Princess B. came. The truth of 
this I can vouch for, as I was présent during the whole 
proceeding. I hâve seen the Princess frequently since, and 
always think of her comparing herself to what she in reality 
so much resembled — a jambon, 

The Tiu'cos having been akeady sent off to Algeria, the 
Zouaves rcmain the uiidisputed récipients of ail the adiniring 
fflances fi'om the nurser\*-maids, while their beautiftd uniforms 
and dasliing manners atlract the attention of ail thc/strangers 
now in the city. By the Parisians they arc regarded as 
something more than human — both in the battle-field and 
also as avengers of right. A cmious exemplification of this 
took place a few days ago at a little town near Paris. It 
happened to be ihefétepatroiale of the town. Had I known 
such to be the case, I should certainly hâve declined the 
invitation to dine with my friend who lives there ; but I was 
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imaware of it, and after dinner, imhceding tlie fliglit of time 
as we read aloud altemately thc fashîonable intelligeuce in 
the last Ladifs Newspaper, I was suddcnly reminded by the 
striking of tîic clock that it was elevcn cxactly, and that the 
last tndn l.;ft at a qnarter past. "\Ve madc our arlieiix 
qnicldy, and were soon at thc railway station. But Avliat a 
crowd — men, wonien, and children, soldiers and dogs ail 
mixed iip indiscriminatcly, and making noise enoiigh to cause 
one to imagine it was " Bcdlam " lot loose. As is usiial in 
France, the doors of thc (/are or depoô arc kcpt fast locked 
tin the officiai thinks iit to open thcni. Evcryljody was 
pnshing to get ncai* thc door, as it was nimourcd that thcrc 
would not be room cnouuh in thc train for ail tlu; pcrsons 
désirons of retiiming to Paris. Of course, in this as in ail 
other crowds, onr poor scx ii:ot the worsl of it ; U\o ladies 
near me were so cnishcd by the liorrid mcn who v/ishcd to 
get in front of theni, that the p;eiitlc]nan who was thcir caca- 
lieTy crii'd ont, " Ici les Zonaves ; on maltraite les dames." 
At this appeal, thc Zouave^-., who. Formcd a lar^*c portion of 
the asscnibly, spraiig forward, and thcu ])cii:au such a skirmish 
as I had ncvcr sccii bcforc, and hope ncver to ^5l;c agahi. The 
active little soldiers soon forccd f'rom tlio door ail nicn iiiiac- 
companii'd by femalos, and fonning thcmsclvcs in a haie 
down cither sidc of tlic wait i ng- rnom to thc door, oiic called 
ont, *'All l'ulies alonc, or gentlemen with ladies, may now 
pass ont — men alonc kccp back." And in this manncT we 
passcd ont ([uictiy, Icaviug onr hcix)ic guard of houour to 
bring up thc rcai*. In ail thc military pièces tliat are played, 
it is always the Zonaves who are thc hcrocs — it was the 
Zouaves who were rccciv(?d with thc greatest enthusiasni the 
day of the entrée of thc troops. In Jact, the Zouaves arc the 
régiments jpr/;* excellence of thc Frcnch army. 
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The Emperor and Empreaa axe atitl ai St. Sauveur taking 
the baths. Much appreheusiou haa been caused in Paris 
among the admirers of Her Majesty by the fect of the 
Emperor's annoimcing m answer to a requeat that their 
Uajesties sbould vïsit Pau, tliat "tbe Ëmpress's health had 
beeD so much affected by the various emotious she liad lately 
undergone, that she requiied extraordinaiy attention, aud 
that he thought their médical advisera would not consent lo 
hér Majesly'8 visiting Pau." i suppose the Emperor's object 
in saying this is, that he wishes repose, and not réceptions, 
balls, Stc, at St. Sauveur. Her Majesty is wînning the 
hearts of the coimtiy peoplc, it appears, by her sympathy 
with theni and unbounded generosity. It is said that their 
Majesties take long walks daily without the slightest state, 
mixing and talking freely to the peopJe, and often visiting 
their cottages to see that they are comfortably lodged. IIow 
commendable this is ; I am sure the whole Englisb nation, 
for this one act alone, will unité with the French in the cry 
of " Vive l'Empereur." 



LETTEE XVU. 
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In my last letter I announced to yon that Madame Yestvali 
was to make her début as Eomeo, but a séries of unforeseen 
accidents hâve occurred to prevent thç giving of the pièce. 
In the first place, Madame Gneymard asked for a con^^ of 
two days ; it was impossible to refuse, as this artiste has 
sung without cessation, through the whole summer. Then 
Madame Vestvali was indisposed ; and afterwards, the Kus- 
sian danseuse, Mdle. Zina, sprained her ankle. In spite of 
ail this they promise Roméo et Juliette this evening, but I 
should not be surprised if it were again put off. At the 
Opéra Comique La Fagode is still retarded by the indisposi- 
tion of Mdle. Bousquet. In the meantime they are giving 
some amusing one act trifles, and the promise of Montaubry 
in Le Songe d^une Nuit d^Eté, the operatic Midsummer Nighfs 
Bream. The Odeon, the Ambigu Comique, and the Théâtre 
Lyrique ail opened the same night. Without Mdme. Miolan 
Carvalho the Lyrique présents little clfàrm ; so I will speak 
more at length of this théâtre when that artiste makes her 
appearance. The Italiens, thoughnot opening before the Ist of 
October, has already given a list of its company. The wor- 
shipped Mario's name is not to be found on the programme, 
but we are to hâve Tamberlik for six weeks, and Gardoni 
after to be Mario's remplaçant, so we do* not much complain, 
especiaUy as the female artistes^ names comprise those of 
Mesdames Penco, Borghimamo, Alboni, Cambardî, and 
Dottini, with the excellent buffo Zucchini, the favourite bary- 
tone Badiali, and Graziani and Merly. Altogether the 
season promises to be an excessively briUiant one. The little 
théâtre of the Bouffes Parisiens \& making extraordinaiy 
exertions for the production of novelties. They are rehears- 
ing a pièce called Genemève de Bradant, which includes ail 
the talent of the company, and promises to be something 
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extraordinary in a musical way. FaciKties are afforded to 
correspendents to assister at the rehearsals, but I prefer wait- 
ing for the opening night ; sitting in a dark misérable théâtre 
for two or three hours on a beautiful sunshiny day, to see an 
imperfect rendering of (often) a bad pièce, is far from agree- 
able. 

The most devoted Mends of Koger, the unfortunate ténor 
who has just lost his arm from the accidentai discharge of his 
gun, could not hâve hoped for a more speedy recovery than he 
has had. He has been leaving his bed to dine with his 
family foi* the last week ; another week wiU see him com- 
pletely cured. The Grand Opéra has not ceased for a day 
his raonthly salaiy of 6,000f. (4:001); in addition to this 
some Mends of the artist are occupying themselves with 
getting up two br three concerts for his benefit ; but Eoger 
wishes to sing at them, therefore tbey cannot take place 
immediately. Charricre, a celebrated man in his way, is 
making a mechanical arm for the singer, which it is said is 
nearer perfection than anything yet invented. There is a 
rumour that a subscription is being quietly raised, and that 
the night of the first concert Eoger will receive one of Tahan's 
most beautiful pocket-books, containing a considérable sum. 
I hope it does not sëem unkind ; but really, hère is a maii 
who owns a magnificent property near Paris, who is not 
incapacitated from pursuing his vocation, who has a fine 
salary coming in continually, and yet he is to be presented 
with money ! Well, human nature will always be thus, î 
suppose. 

The peculiarly Prench ceremony of crowning the Eosière 
took place Isist Saturday at Surenes, a little village near Paris. 
Most of my readers are aware, no doubt, that the Eosière is 
the name given to the young girl who has conducted herself 
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the best Muring thé year. It is an ancient custom, and a 
much more imposing one than I imagined. The town pre- 
sented ail the appearance of 9kféte^ the villagers being dressed 
ont in their holiday clothes, and ail work being suspended. 
The chuTch was handsomely decorated for the occasion, and 
the Archbishop of Paris presided. A seat covered with red 
yelvet was placed for Momeigtimir^ and a platform for the 
Mayor and Municipal Council. Opposite the latter were 
aeats for the competitors for the prize, and also chairs for the 
descendants of the Countess Desbassyns de Eichemont, who 
in 1804, endowed the Commune with a rente for the 
le-establishment of the ceremony. Baron Ilausmann, Prcfect 
of the Seine, was also présent. Divine service haviug Ijeen 
performed, and a very impressive and appropriate sermon 
delivered by the Abbe Duguerry, of the Madeleine, th(; luuni 
of the successfiil candidate was annouiiced to be Prudences 
Ameline. The blushing young girl having received tlio \xi\w.- 
diction of the Archbishop, was hîd to the présent Countess 
de Desbnssyns, who placed the crown of white roses on tlic 
head. wiiich act involvcs the gift of a dot or dowiy, ou tlic 
day of the marriage. The otlicr candidates received présents 
of handsomelv-bound books. The Eosicre was then con- 
ducted back to tlic ^lairie, and the company departcd. It i.s 
an excellent custom, an incentive being tLus given to good 
behaviour ; and thougli, perhaps, it is teaching young girls to 
do right, not for right's sake, but for that of being the 
Rosière, it is better than not to do right at ail. The ycung 
girl was prctty, and seemed modest. It was said that ]jaron 
Haiismann made hcr a munificent présent. 

The Ministcr of the Interîorhas addressed a cb'cular to 
the différent Prefects, callmg their attention to the necessity 
of proœptly cxecuting the amnesty. Persons in prison for 
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political offences are not only to be set at liberty, but to 
those who require it pecuniary assistance will be given to 
retum to the places where they intend to réside. The magna- 
nimity of this act deserves laudation. 

The French are not nsually considered a gênerons people, 
but it is a fact that many of their institutions are founded on 
very benevolent principles, and indicate a noble spirit of sym- 
pathy for the unfortunate and the poor. Some time ago a new 
eleemosynary institution was inaugurated hère. It consists 
of a large and commodious retreat, which is intended for the 
résidence of workmen recovering from the diseases of which 
they hâve been cured in the city hospitals, but who require 
more or less time for a perfect re-establishment of their health. 
This new hospital is endowed with fifty acres of ground, laid 
out in walks and grass plots, and decorated with fountains 
and running water. It has long corridors for promenades 
during rainy weather, and is in every way adapted to the 
réception of invalids able to move about. The initiative of 
this great estabKshment was taken by the Emperor, the State 
paying the greater part of the expense, and the city the 
remainder. About 500 persons can be received at once, and 
it is computed that the number of invalids who will annually 
be received will amount to 6,000. 

It was the gênerai remark of young Englishmen coming 
to Paris during the war, that the most fashionable cercle — 
the Jockey Club — was almost deserted. The reason is that 
many of its members, officers in the army, had been sent off 
to join their régiments in Italy. Many of the most noble 
and spirituel were doomed, alas ! never to retum to their 
favourite place of réunion — two gentlemen, however, the 
Count de la Rochfoucauld and the Viscount de Talon, escaped 
death in a miraculous way. The former charging the 
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Austrian cavalry received five wounds and was made prisoner. 
None of the wounds were mortal, but one of tliem was 
caused in a very extraordinary manner ; a hulan placed Ms 
pistol close to the Count's forehead and pulled the trigger, 
but the bail, instead of shattering his scuU, went round the 
frontal bone, tearing off the skin, and making its escape into 
empty space, causing a hole iu the kepi. As to M. Talon, 
whilst charging at the head of the company at Solferino, he 
arrived in an Austrian square, and received a discharge of 
balls, which, however, oïdy wounded his horse without 
touching him. The horse fell, but the rider jumped, sword 
in hand, and presently had his kepi eut through by a sword ; 
a moment after he received a second blow on the head, but 
in the confusion, the soldier hit him with the flat of the 
sword. Pinally M. Talon received a thrust from a bayonet, 
which threw him to the ground ; but the soldier who gave it 
was astonished to see him rise and get away. The soldier 
thought, no doubt, that the young officer had some talisman 
about him ; and so he had. During the campaign in the 
Grimea, M. Talon complained that he had broken the glass of 
his watch, and coidd not get it replaced. A soldier overhear- 
îng him, said, " Lieutenant, give me a pièce of two francs, 
and I will put in a glass that will never break." The man, 
who was a watchmaker by trade, took the two-franc pièce, 
and beating it out till it became large enough, skilfully fixed 
it into the place usually occupied by the glass. The watch, 
then, was on one side gold and on the other silver. On his 
return to France, M. Talon continued to wear the watch as a 
souvenir of the Crimea ; he had it in his pocket at the battle 
of Solferino, and it was against it that the point of the 
Austrian's bayonet struck. The thrust was such a violent 
one, that the point of the bayonet passed through both coin 
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and watch. " Thus," said M. Talon, in recounting tlie affair, 
" I owe my life to a two-franc pièce.'* A gentleman présent 
remarked, that he considered the money exceedingly well 
invested; and so it was, for it lias preserved to France a 
brave soldier, and to his family a worthy scion of a noble 
house. 

The Moniteur publishes the following note from the gêne- 
rai administration of public assistance : — 

" Lord Seymour, who lately died in Paris, disposed of his 
fortune by a will, according to the terms of which he has 
constituted several charitable institutions of Paris and London, 
conjointly, his universal legatees. He has, moreover, decided 
that the portion of that fortune which is to corne to the esta- 
blishments of Paris shaU be employed in the purchase of 
landed property, not to be resold. It is the duty of the 
administration to point ont to public gratitude the name of 
this gênerons benefactor, who, in thus sharing his property 
between the poor of Paris and of London, has contributed as 
much as was in his power to tighten the bonds which already 
so happily unité the two capitals of the civilised world." 

The Emperor and Empress are still at St. Sauveur, enjoy- 
ing the mountain air and thermal baths. It is said that this 
treatment has a wonderful effect upon the Empress's health. 
Whenthe weather is bad her M^jesty is conducted to the 
bath establishment in a sedan chair à la Marie Thérèse. They 
leave St. Sauveur the lOth inst., and on the night of the same 
day make a grand entrée înto the town of Bayonne, which will 
be brilliantly illuminated for the occasion. Their Majesties 
will ride through the principal streets, and taking post-horses 
proceed to Biarritz, a ride of about an hour and a-half. On 
the llth September, the King of the Bdgians nnd the 
Emperor of the French will hâve an interview at Biarritz* 
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The Emperor is to leave Biarritz on tlic 13th, and procecd to 
the camp at Chalons. Some grand manciiiivrcs will herc take 
place under the eyes of the Emperor and the pcrsons of 
distinction who are invited to witness them. The Empress 
and Impérial Prince will remain at Biarritz till after tho 
raising of the camp, when the whole Impérial family will 
proceed to the Palace at Compiogne. The building has bcen 
undergoing repairs, and is now in ail its pristine grandeur. 
The number of visitors, it is said, is unusally large. 

A rumour has been flying about Paris to the cfTcct that 
the Emperors Napoléon and Francis Josepli are soon to hâve 
another interview, and that a town in Switzerland will be 
chosen for the rendezvous. , Speaking of Switzerland, it may 
be of interest to my readërs to hear the account given by a 
gentleman just retumed from that country, of taking passage 
on the same steamer with one of the deposed Italian 
Princesses. The writes says : " Scarcely had we taken our 
places on the deck, when we noticcd at the other end of the 
seat a lady surrounded by a group of mcrry laughing children. 
She wore a straw hat without either ribbons or feathers, and a 
momîng dress of extrême simplicity. It is impossible to 
imagine sweeter or more pleasing features, or more affable 
manners. That lady was the Duchess of Parma, on her way 
from Genoa to Friburg with her children and several atten- 
dants. The young Duke Bobert, who appeared to be nine 
or ten years of âge, contemplated tho lake and mountains 
with a thoughtful air. His younger brother treated him with 
great déférence, and I observed that he touched his hat 
whenever he spoke to him. The young Princesses had a 
most pleasing air of gentleness and good-nature. The 
youngest, a very pretty and lively child, amused herself by 
carrying her doll up and down the deck^ and went eveiy now 
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and then to whisper some great secret to her governess. Her 
brothers and sisters, part of the time, crowded round a 
juggler, admiring Lis dexterity, and purchasing a few trifles 
from him." The only point I hâve to cavil at in the above 
is the assertion of the Duchess's wearing a hat "without 
either ribbons -or feathers." I dare say the unfortunate 
lady desires to be simple in her dress, but it is hardly possible 
that she would wear a hat without the slightest trimming. 
Only fancy, ladies, how horrible it would look ! But we 
ail know that the Duchess de Parma was Louise de Bourbon, 
and a French woman would never wear an untrimmed hat. 
This is perhaps an uncalled for addition to a pretty story ; 
so for fear of meeting the disapprobation of my readers, I say 
au revoir till next week. 



LETTER XVTII. 



The Impérial Court — ^Interview between King Leopold and the 
Emperor — ^The Grand Opéra and its Impérial Visitors — 
Présent Aspect of Paris — A Yankee Duped — American 
Toadyism — An Awkward Mistake. 

Paris, Wednesday, September 14, 1859. 

The Emperor and Empress left St. Sauveur at one o'clock 
on the afternoon of Sunday, and arrived at Tarbes at seven in 
the evening. Their Majesties alighted at the résidence of M. 
Eould, where they passed the night. The next day thèy left 
for Bayonne, and thence to Biarritz. On the road to St. 
Sauveur the people assembled in crowds, and testified by 
their warm acclamations their gratitude for ail the benefits 
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conferred by thcir Majesties on tliat part of thc country. 
The réception at Bayonne was, it is said, oiic of great 
splendoui"; and peasants bearing torches were statioued 
along thc whole route from Bayonne to Biarritz, to do 
honour to thcir sovercign. Tlie Empress is said to hâve 
benefited in an astonisliing nianuer by the lliermal treatmcnt 
of St. Sauveur. lier Majesty was extrcmely anxious to visit 
Pau, but the Emperor fcared it would fatigue her, and so thc 
Empress's desires cannot be gratificd. 

By telegraph we leam tliat the interview betwecu King 
Leopold and the Emperor Napoléon, took place tliis niorning. 
Of course, the subject of conversation is as yet iinknown. 

Madame Vestvali made her début last "VVednesday, in 
Roraio et Juliette. Take the performance as a whole, it was 
a good one ; and this artUte may considcr she has made a 
hit. The habituée of the Grand Opéra arc not so fastidious 
as those of the Italiens. Prince Napoléon and the Princess 
Clotilde honoured the théâtre on the night of Madame A^est- 
vali's début, I had the good fortune to be in the very next 
loge to that of her Impérial Ilighness, and consequently had 
an excellent opportunity of scanning her. She has, what is 
very rare among French ladies, a beautiful complexion, and 
I honestly believe does not make use of any of the prépara- 
tions for the skin with which Paris is filled. Her hair is 
light, rather inclined to be red ; but her shoulders and neck 
are superb, and can vie successfully with those of the 
Empress. She is decidedly not pretty, having an over- 
hanging brow, which makes her look iU-tempered. I 
observed Prince Napoléon carefuliy, and am happy to state, 
that apart from having a pair of gloves» whose cleanlincss 
might hâve shocked an English gentleman's mind, hc com- 
mitted no other gaucJœrie — in fact, crossing his arms on thc 

I 
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yelvet covered railing before liim, bis Impérial Highness's 
attention seemed engrossed during tbe wbole evening by the 
perusal of tbe libretto of the pièce. Madame Miolan 
Carvalbo bas made her rentrée in Famt, XJseless would it 
be dcscribing tbe continued plandits wbicb greeted tbis 
favourite singer, or tbe quantities of bouquets, laurel-wreatbs, 
&c., Sec., wbicb were tbrown to ber* I am sure tbat you will 
agrée witb me in tbinking tbat tbis sort of tbing is pleasant 
enougb to witness, and must be exceedingly agreeable to tbe 
récipient ; but to go ihto a lengtbened description of it, for 
persons wbo were not présent, is ratber insipid. 

Tbe weatber is extremely pleasant, and bas been so for 
tbe last week; cool and bracing, it bas been like an 
encbanter's wand, for it bas tbrown open for air and prépar- 
ation tbe grand botels of tbe ricb and noble familles wbo fly 
from Paris as soon as Spring's génial breezes come, and only 
retum wben "JackFrost" is about. However, tbere are 
already some of tbe fine équipages of tbe well-known familles 
to be seen rolling up and down tbe Cbamps Elysées, and tbe 
activity of trade is a sure sign tbat tbe élite of Paris will 
soon be at bome. 

Speaking of tbe élite^ reminds me of wbat bas just befallen 
a young American now in Paris, and I will take tbe liberty 
of;giving tbe détails of tbe affair. He is a gay, ardent 
Southemer, and left bis native city a few montbs since, 
baving arrived at tbe âge of twenty-one, and tbe fall enjoy- 
ment of a large fortune. He came to Paris witb tbe 
intention of getting into tbe best society No new noblesse 
would suit bis refined taste. His désire was to be on terms 
of deligbtful familiarity witb tbe denizens of tbe Faubourg 
St. Germain, the quartier, par excellence^ of tbe haute noblesse. 
Once in tbe gay capital, be set about accomplisbing bis 
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purpose with decided energy. He perfected liimself iu the 
language, and took lessons in dancing and music. This 
idea grew upon liim during the lapse of time necessar}' to 
acquire thèse accomplishments, and he frequently informed 
the persons whom he met of his détermination. At last he 
made the acquaintance of a yomig man, a fellow-pupil at the 
dancing academy, to whom he imparted his désir brûlant. 
This new acquaintance praised the idea, informed the 
young American that he was enchanted to hear of this résolve, 
«nd ended by promising his aid, which was no small gain, 
as he was a bona fide Count, not one of the mushroom 
nobility, bat a person whose ancestors had had the 
inestimable privilège of following the crazy monk to Palestine 
and knocking off the heads of sundry iniidels. Decidedly he 
was of the ancienne noblesscy and he felt flattered that a 
Bepublican should évince such a praiseworthy désire to enter 
the circle of society to which the Count belonged ; nay more, 
he would assist the young stranger, and at once proposed to 
introduce him to his aunt the Marquise. Delighted beyond 
measure at this stroke of good fortune, the American seized 
Lis new acquaintance by the hand and in the most grateful 
manner retumed his thanks, and asked the noble Count to 
*' take a drink." The acquaintance ripened into the warmest 
firiendship ; so much so, that the Count persuaded the 
American to take a larger suite of rooms, to get a fine carriage 
and more servants, and proposed to his delighted friend that 
they should live together. They did so for several months, 
during which time the young stranger paid ail the biQs, it 
being agreed that he should do so for the first year, the 
Count the next. The Southerner was duly presented to the 
Marquise, whom he found to be a most charming woman, a 
widow living in the Quartier St. Germain, and having about 

I % 
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her the évidences of wealth and taste. She was very agree- 
able and kind to the young stranger, and took him with her 
to the Opéra, and to call upon many of her titled friends. 
She was a handsome woman, and quite young, and, as a 
natural conséquence, the gentleman was soon épris of the 
Marquise. He even went so far one night as to propose 
marriage. She gravely told him that she was partial to him, 
but that her family would never consent to her marrying a 
man without a title. He was in despair, and hastened to 
tell the Count, the confident of his love. The Count was 
sorry, and really did not know what to do for his young 
friend, but would try to make the Marquise relent. The 
next day the Count came in, radiant and with a smiling 
air. He had found out an expédient by which the Ameiican 
might overcome the difficulty. He knew a man, an agent 
of the Duke of Tuscany, who had a title for sale ; it was dear, 
but then the Marquise was enormously rich, and loved the 
young man so sincerely, that if once he possessed this title she 
would marry the American, even if it cost him ail his 
fortune. Fired with the idea of being a noble, and espousing 
a ^Marquise, the young Southerner rushed to the person 
indicated, and asked the price of the wished-for title. Alas, 
it was dear ; almost ail the money he possessed was necessary 
to buy it. He hesitated, but having again seen the Marquise 
that night at a soirée given by her, he signed a chèque, and 
handed it to the seller of the title (who, by a wonderful 
coïncidence, happened to be at the party), for the amount 
asked for the parchment that was to make him the happy 
possessor of a woman who, although much older than 
himselff was a Marquise of the haute noblesse, He retumed 
to his rooms that night full of hope and Champagne, and 
sank to slumber, murmuring the name of his future spouse. 
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He awoke laie the next clay to find tlie Count gonc, having 
just rcceived a letter callin<ç him to one of his estâtes in Italy. 
The young man cared but little for the absence of the Count ; 
he flew to meet his promised wife. AiTÎved at the house, 
he was informed that Madame no longer livcd llicre ; slio 
had left in the moming early, without sajâng where shc was 
going. Light dawned upon the Yankee : he ruslied to his 
banker's ; the chèque had been presented early in the morning 
and paid, but a few thousand francs remained to his crédit. 
He soon ascertained that he had been dupcd — lus parchmcnt 
was ail that remained ; and upon opening the roidean^ he 
found that it was a iine photogi-aph of the Pont Neuf. This 
week the young gentleman gocs back to the Unitf^d States, 
cured of his désire to associate with the noblesse, and a poor 
man. 

This story has a moral which may be of service to young 
Etrangers of ail nations comiug to Paris. It lias been the lot 
of your correspondent to make the acfjuaintance of a great 
many Americans — in fact a couple of years I passod in the 
United States. I formed a very favourablc opinion of our 
cousins ; I consider them noble-hearted, gênerons, high- 
minded people for the most part ; of course, they hâve their 
foibles, and perhaps the greatest of ail thèse mcets the eye con- 
tinually in Paris. Any one seeing the carriages of the wealthy 
Americans in Paris would never for a moment imagine their 
owners to be Eepublicans, belonging to a country having no 
order of nobility, and where ail the men of mark are those who 
hâve macfe their own standing and réputation. For thèse 
vehicles are the finest you see, hâve very large coats of arms 
on the panels, and the servants are dressed ont in the most 
gorgeous liveries. It really does seem a wonder to one 
knowing the country, how thèse good people came in 
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possession of the splendid couronnes of marquis, duke, or 
count. The ÏVench, when informed that Americans hâve 
neither titles nOr wear orders, and in fact consider themselves 
as noble without such things as with them, are inclined to 
look upon the owners of the described carriages and liveries 
as — I leave y ou to imagine what. The magnificent coats of 
arms of thèse Eepublicans are displayed by them upon ail 
occasions. They paste them in the backs of their books, 
hâve them embroidered on their clothes, carry immense seal 
rings with the " arms " engraved thereupon most exquisitely, 
with which rings they seal the most casual note they hâve to 
Write, be it to friend, stranger, tailor, or bonnet-maker. 
Brother Jonathan must not be astonished if John Bull and 
Crapaud shrug their shoulders when the Yankee talk of 
equality and indépendance, seeing as they do citizens of the 
boasted land of liberty go to any expense, or intrigue in the 
meanest way, to be favoured with an entrée at a court bail, 
or to hâve a nobleman sit at their dinner-table. 

A laughable incident occured the other day to the 
handsome Miss N , of London, whose sparkling con- 
versation and fine teeth are tuming the heads of the susceptible 
Frenchmen just now. " Send me some poudre d^orris,^' 
said she, to the demoiselle of one of the grand perfumeiy 
establishments. "Très bien. Mademoiselle" We ail know 
that orris root is very good for the teeth. The mother of the 
young lady, who is a very High Churchwoman, and has a 
laudable horror of ail French frivolities and déceptions, was 
petrified about half an hour after at receiving, directed to her 
daughter, a packet oï poudre de riz, the secret of the deadly- 
pale complexion of the Parisian ladies so much in vogue 

among them. The arrivai of Miss N and her explanation 

pacified the unhappy mamma, who immediately imagined she 
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liad brought her cliild to the yeige of an abyss in allo\nng 
her to remain a few weeks in Paris. The poudre de riz was 
soon exclianged for poudre d^orris^ with many apologies on the 
part of the demoiselle of the shop. 

I hâve not spoken much of the fashions for some time 
past, because the undecided state of the weather has 
prevented the grand dress and bonnet-makers from bringing 
eut any Nouveautés; but now that the season is on the point 
of opening, the beau riionde coming back, and strangers 
arriying, thèse important people will be giving us some of 
the new fashions for next winter, which I shall not fail to 
transmit to my readers. 



LETTEE XIX. 



The Interview Bctwccn tlie Emperor and tlie Eliiig of the Bel- 
gians — ^^'"isit of the Emperor of Austria to the Emperor Na- 
poléon — Tlie Cainp at Chalons — Theft of M. Hua's Cldld^ 
Liberty of the Press in Erance — Paris Amusements — Affect- 
ing Incident — Paris Sad v. Paris Gay — The Invited to Com- 
piègne — Autumn Eashions . 

Paris, Wednesday, Scptember 21, 1859, 

Wb learn from Bayonne that King Leopold, on his arrivai at 
that place, was received with great cordiality by the inhabi- 
tants. His Majesty proceeded to Biarritz in the Impérial 
carriage, and alighted at the résidence prepared for him. He 
had scarcely arrived, says a letter from Biarritz, before a 
modest co^vpé^ drawn by two horses, drove up to the door ; the 
Emperor alone was in the carriage : the King stood at the 
head of the staircase, and when the two sovereigns met they 
shook hands cordially and then retired to the Grand Salon, 
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which they did not leave for an hour and a half. At the end 
of that time the King and Emperor re-entered the coupé and 
drove to the Villa Eugénie, where the Empress was waiting 
to receive her august visitor. It is said that the King of 
the Belgians was charmed with her Majesty, whose beauty and 
spirituelle conversation were even greater than he expected. 
The King's stay at Biarritz is to be but short. Some absurd 
rumours as to the purport of his Majesty's visit hâve been 
flying about Paris. Perhaps the most ridiculous of ail is the 
foUowing, that King Leopold is gone to Biarritz simply to ask 
for the throne of Central Italy for his second son, the Comte 
de Flandres. This of course is without foundation. 

The magnificent Palace at Compiègne had undergone 
repairs for the réception of the Impérial Court. The Em- 
peror of Austria is expected to spend several weeks with their 
Majesties at Compiègne ; and the fine Palace of the Elysees, 
in the Faubourg St. Honoré, the former résidence of Napoléon 
I. and Joséphine, is said to be placed at the disposition of 
his Majesty of Austria ; but it is hardly probable that that 
Sovereign, after stopping at Compiègne, will make a séjour in 
Paris. 

The Emperor Napoléon has abandoned his intention of 
visiting the camp at Chalons this year ; in fact, orders hâve 
been given for the immédiate raising of the Camp, as the 
soldiers are already suffering from the cold and damp. 
Heavy rains hâve fallen, and the Emperor's solicitude for the 
soldiers has been so great, that his Majesty has foregone his 
desh'e of being présent at the grand manœuvres. It is said, 
however, that the whole of the time, since the formation of 
the camp, has been usefuUy employed ; as on the days when 
there were no field exercises the men hâve employed .their 
time in gymnastics, fencing, dancing, &c. *' Perfect order, 
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excellent discipline, and an admirable feeling of military 
brotherhood has nevcr ceased to reign among tlie troops of 
the différent arms," says the ComtiUitlonnel, 

A melancholy affair occurred a few days ago at the 
Tuileries Garden. A nurse, carrjdng a child of about two 
months old, was accosted by a young and well-drcssed person, 
who asked if that was not the child of M. Hua, Judge of the 
Impérial Court; the nurse answered in the affirmative, 
whereupon the person, embracing the infant, tenderly ex- 
claimed, *'I am his aunt," and taking the child in lier arras, 
she made affectionate enquiries after différent members of the 
family. Aftcr a few moments conversation, the sol-dluani 
aunt discovered that she had leffc her parasol in a shop oppo- 
site the Eue de Eivoli ; she begged the nurse to fetch it, 
saying she would takc care of the baby till she returned. 
The simple country-woman fell into the snare, and wlien she 
returned from her errand found no trace of either the woman 
or child. The unfortunate créature, after a search of several 
hours, was obliged to return home, and break the news to 
her mistress. M. Hua offers a reward of tcn thousand francs 
(£4 00) for the recovcry of the child ; the police are making 
the most active researches, but up to the présent moment, 
three days after the child's disappearance, no due to the thief 
has beeu found. It is generally supposed that the object of 
this inhuman act was vengeance, as M. Hua, in his capacity 
of Judge of the Impérial Court, is often forced by his décisions 
to make enemics. The nurse of the child isin the most déplor- 
able state — reason seemstobe leaving her; while the mother 
and father are, as may be imagined, plunged in tlie decpest 
despair. This is not the first time that children hâve been 
stolon from the Tuileries Garden ; and yet there are a number 
of guards constantly walking about. It seems really extra- 
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ordinary that they did not observe as peculiar, a well-dressed 
person mshing away with a child ; for she must hâve run 
fast to be able to hâve reached the opposite gâte before the 
nurse' s retum. Let us hope that this inhuman wretch may 
soon be discovered. 

The note which appeared in the day before yestesday's 
Moniteur, disclaiming any intention to change as regards the 
liberty of the press, has caused the greatest disappointment ; 
the more so, as the article published in the semi-official 
Constitutionnel may reasonably be called a half-promise, at 
least, of entire freedom of the mighty engine. After ail, one 
cannot much blâme the head of the State ; self-preservation 
is the first law, and he knows that the people he governs hâve 
only to be told by the press that the reigning Sovereign is an 
" imbécile," to fully believe it without the least inquiry into 
the matter for themselves. The French could never under- 
stand and appreciate a journal like " Punch," which attacks 
indiscriminately, but without bitter feeUng, ail leading states- 
men both at home and abroad. Start anything like that 
hère, ridicule any of the Ministers or other Grovernment 
officiais, and the Frenchman would immediately take it au 
sérieux, and it would be the signal for the downfal of that 
Minister or Government officiai. Truly, they are a strange 
people. 

The new building, next to the Palais de l'Industrie and 
opposite to the Cirque de l'Impératrice in the Champs 
Elysées, is now quite completed. There will be a panoramic 
exhibition in it, and the workmen are now occupied in placing 
the pictures. It is said that this will be the most wonderful 
thing of its kind known, that the most magical illusions and 
delusions are to be performed. One picture, caUed the 
" Battle of the Pyramids " has cost thirty-five artists eighteen 
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months of constant toil, and 70,000f. expansé to the owner. 
This picture is 127 yards long and 16 yards Wgh, and to get 
it into the building destined for its réception it will be 
necessary to unroof the house, and, by means of a descending 
railway, place the picture into its proper position. Paris has 
se many places of amusement already that building another 
seems madness; but then the Parisians are the greatest 
theatre-goers in the world, and I dare say this will be, like 
every additional café that appears on the Boulevard — crowded 
<»nstantly. A band of negro singers are now giving enter- 
tainments in one of the small halls hère ; but as they are 
real, and not blacked-for-the-occasion negroes, they do not 
meet with the support of their compatriots the Americans, 
while their wom-out jokes in English are anything but 
amusing to the French, as is proved by the "beggarly 
acoount of empty boxes " which nightly greets their view. 

The beautifnl comedy by Madame de Girardin, called La 
joie fait peur — one of the favourites of the répertoire of the 
Français — was being played, a few evenings ago, in one of 
the provincial towns, when the foUowing incident occurred. 
One of the actresses, Madame Larmet, had no sooner made 
her entrée than she burst into a violent flood of tears, which 
continued such a length of time that the curtain was obliged 
to be lowered. The audience, with that impetuosity which 
characterises the French, gave vent to loud sounds of disap- 
probation, and after a few moments the stage manager made 
his appearance, and explained that the child of Madame 
Larmet had died the aftemoon of that day, and that if she 
was obliged to continue the performance, she begged the 
indulgence of the audience. Loud cries of " She must not 
play " were heard on ail sides, and the pièce was changed. 
It may seem hard-hearted in the manager not to hâve given 
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tlie rôle to another person — ^if necessary change the pièce ; 
but he is excusable when one takes into considération the 
nature of a French audience — they are exigeants to the last 
degree. No actor iu France dare interlard any play with his 
own speeches ; if such a thing were donc, so as to admit of 
no dpubt, the audience would demand an apology. This has 
occurred often. They seem to look upon the changing of 
any thing in the programme as a direct insuit to themselves. 
It is a good idea in the long run, but sometimes brings about 
disagreeable scènes, as in the case of Madame Larmet. 

I ara afraid that my letter is rather lugubrious this week. 
If you knew what sort of a day it is, you would not wonder 
at it — damp, raw, rainy, dark, disagreeable — in fact, one of 
the day s which show Paris' s revers de la médaille in its most 
solemn light. As long as the sun shines, Paris is certainly 
the most beautiftil place in the world — gay, dazzling, and 
brilliant. London is like some great monastery in com- 
j)arison ; but when the rain comes — alas, quel changement ! — 
ail is gloomy, misérable, and saddening. Whilst in London 
the man of business trudges gaily along through the rain, 
thinking of the cosy little nest where the dear ones are 
making ail tidy for papa's arrivai, the same homme d^ affaires 
is in Paris looking as cross and gloomy as the weather, when 
he thinks of his ajppartement up numberless flights of stairs, 
where the only occupation of madame and les enfants is to 
gaze moodily out on the white blank wall in front of the 
court-yard undemeath them ; for they hâve not yet reached 
the degree of prosperity necessary for the renting of an 
appartement looking on the street. Madame's salon is ail 
white and gold, perhaps — how beautiful it looks at night 
with the chandeKers lighted, or of a beautiful sunshiny 
morning — but to-day it gives the poor lady a shudder as she 
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looks at its solemn coldiicss ; she résolves to tell Monsieur 
"when lie gets home tliat she will be content \vitli less theatre- 
going and carnages to tlie Bois, if lie will change their 
apjffarteî}wnt for one looking on the street; cven if it be 
smaller, and paper on the waUs instead of gilding, she will be 
satisfied, it will be so much more cheerful; but the next 
bright day and the production of a grand new pièce with 
scenic effects at the Opéra, changes IMadame's résolve, which 
is formed and brokcn as the wcather is good or bad. 

It is said that the invitations for the si^jour at Compiègne 
hâve ail bcen delivered, though the namcs of persons invited 
hâve not as yct appeared in the daily papers, as is the 
custom. I saw some beautiful dresses being made for the 

Countess de L , whose name figures among the first of 

the invitées. It was made of black satin (satin will be very 
much in vogue this year), corsage without points, large 
flowing sleeves, the dress being ornamented with little bands 
of black velvet, about five inches in width, tcn in number, set 
perpendicularly ail round the bottom of the skirt; thèse 
bands are most elaborately embroidered with black silk, and 
a small heading of black lace. Same trimming on the 
corsage and sleeves. Tlie ceinture is composed of black 
velvet, embroidered in the same manner, with two long ends 
trimmed with deep black lace. This forms an excessively rich 
dress, even in black ; but when made in colours — for instance, 
a blue satin with blue velvet, or a white satin with mauve 
velvet — it is for a dinner dress tout ce quHl y a de jpltis 
élégant, It may not be uninteresting to know the price of 
this dress ; the dressmaker asked 300f., or £12, for it, quite 
ready to put on, in any colour. As the embroidery on the 
velvet is very fine, this may not be called an exorbitant price. 
t ^^ The scarfs so much wom in England for the last twoyears 
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will be worn in Paris this season. They will be trimmed 
with two deep rows of lace, but are or sbould be used for 
carnage dress and no other ; tbough I suppose they will be 
appropriated by tbose havirig no carnages very soon. I had 

quite an animated discussion with Madame B , whose 

husband holds an important post near the Emperor, and who 
is (the lady I mean) a most assiduous follower of the fashion. 
** What," exclaimed I, " you are going to take up the scarfs 
which but a year ago you laughed so much at„ and accused 
my countiywomen of the worst taste in the world for wear- 
ing !" " Que voulez vous, chère dame,*' she said ; we must 
hâve something new; and then our dressmakers will give 
thèse scarfs un je ne sais quoi that those worn by the English 
ladies never could get." " I see how it is," I r^oined ; " it 
is no longer the Parisiennes who are fashion givers ; it is we 
who are setting the modes for the whole world; dépend 
Tipon it, you'll come to the despised Jane Clarke bonnets 
sooner or later." " Perhaps so," she replied ; " but if we do 
it will be the same as in regard to the scarfs. Our modistes 
will reform the Jane Clarke bonnet, and then we*ll use it. 
Vest comme cela avec tout," said the pretty black-eyed lady, 
gaily; "the English and Americans invent everything, we 
perfectionne it ; you hâve genius, we have^o^^j we get the 
crédit of your inventions, it's true, but ihesa you hâve the 
satisfaction of knowing that we hâve improved them to an 
extent you never would hâve dreamed of — consolez vom" 
I thought that their getting the crédit of our inventions was 
rather poor consolation ; but as I was in the enemy's camp, 
without a friendly compatriot's voice to second mine, I was 
silent — ^a wise parti of mine, and one which î advise ail my 
readers to take when they find themselves on the point of 
arguing with their neighbours. Tbe French hâve agréât flow 
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of conversatioD, no doubt ; but is tliis flow of v.ords • ' a 
feast of reason ?" Not always, perhaps ; tlioucçL it is some- 
times veiy witty conversation, wliich our London original 
farce-writers make tlie best of. Cest toujours comme ce h', 

chère Madame B . Your writers iinai2rine funnv farce?. 

vrbîch. OUI writers appropriate, rewrite and make funnier. Wc 
get tbe crédit of them, it is true, but tlien vou bave the sails- 
ÎBCtion (?) of knowing that we hâve madc thcm attain a degree 
of laugbable absurdity you never would bave dreamed oî — 
consolez vous, tbcrefore, and adieu ! 



LETTER XX. 



The Theft of M. Ilua's Child— Unpleasant Disclosurc in Iligh 
Quarters — ^M. Blondin, the Rope Dancer — ^Tlic Impérial 
Court and their Royal Visitor — Opcratic and Musical News 

Paris, Wcdnesday, September 28, 1859. 
The enîèvemefU of the child of M. Hua bas causcd the 
greatest excitement in Paris. The infant (as bas becn 
announced by some of the London daily papers) bas l)ecn 
retumed to its parents, after an absence of four days. The 
child was found in the town of Orléans, in the possession of 
an old woman wnose business it is to take in children to 
wean. This old woman says tbat the child was brought to 
ber by a young woman whosc description answers that given 
by M. Hua's nurse, who went away without giving ber namc 
or address, but promising to retum the next day. The person 
not retuming, and the old woman hearing that a child had 
bcen stolen at Paris, gave this onc to the Commissaiy o^ 
Police at Orléans, and statcd ail the circumstances connectée] 
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with its being in her possession. M. Hua went to Orléans 
to fetch the child, and on his retura to tbe honse in the Rue 
Jacob, found an immense crowd of sympatbising parents, of 
ail stations in life, waiting liis arrivai. On seeing him get 
ont of tbe carriage, witb tbe cbild in his arms, tbe crowd set 
up sbouts of deligbt at tbe bappy termination of tbe afFair. 
M. and Madame Hua bave not been married long, tbis being 
tbeir first cbild. Every one is anxious to know wbat was tbe 
woman's object in taking tbe cbild, but as yet notbing is 
positively known. Tbe foUowing is tbe report current. Tbe 
young woman, wbo is nineteen y cars of âge, is said to bave 
bad, wbile living in Paris, intimate relations witb a young 
man of respectable family wbom sbe boped to induce to marry 
ber. On ber return to Orléans, in order to obtain tbe réali- 
sation of a promise wbicb bad been made to ber, sbe feigned 
pregnancy, and in due time a confinement, of wbicb sbe 
informed ber lover. In order to be able to make her story 
^ood in tbe event of his coming to Orléans, sbe committed 
tbe crime for which sbe bas now to answer. Another account 
States tbat tbe girl bad recently given birth to a child which 
bad died, and fearing tbat tbis fact would probably prevent 
tbe marriage, sbe conceived tbe plan of substituting another 
cbild for tbat which she had lost. On the third day after the 
carrying off of the child the following curions épisode occurred : 
The pelisse and pèlerine which tbe cbild had on when stolen 
were picked up in the Eue du Temple^ and sent to Madame 
Hua the day before the child was restored, causing her great 
anxiety. Thethings were found by a female, named Guerin, 
and she told her neighbours of tbe finding. Among thèse 
persons were a couple, named Martin, and they, having read 
in the joumals of the loss of the child, thought they might 
dérive profit from the possession of the things. They there- 
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fore, be^ged to be entrusted with them, on the false pretext 
tbat they wished to lend them to a fiiend of theirs, who was 
abont to bave a child baptized. The woman Guerin con- 
sented ; and the Martîn's immediately took them to M. and 
Madame Hua, who at once recognîsed them. In gîving 
up the things, the couple intimated that they werc on the 
trace of the child, and might in a few hours be able to 
reco?er him, and M. Hua presented them with 500f. Sub- 
sequently the woman Guerin, hearing of what they had done, 
and of the sum which they had received, reproached them 
with cheating her, and claimed from them the 500 ft-ancs as 
her righful property. They refused to give it up, and she, in 
conséquence, after a scène of great violence, laid a complaint 
against them for swindling before the public prosecutor. 
M. Hua bas addressed a letter to the journals expressive of 
bis gratitude for the services rendered by the press in facili* 
tating the recovery of the child. The woman who took the 
infant, with her mother, bave been arrested and brought to 
Paris for trial. They give the name of Ghereau. The young 
girl is said to be extremely handsome, of the Spanish type of 
beauty, and not at ail vulgar in her manners or conversation. 
A veiy uupleasant, but not wholly unexpected, affair has 
occurred in high quarters. The Prince N. left Paris about 
ten days ago to travel in Switzerland. His Royal and Impé- 
rial spouse, hearing that the suite of her husband comprised 
other persons than those strictly necessary to keep up the 
state of a prince, resolved to join him without fîirther delay. 
Her unexpected arrivai at Geneva angered her lord and 
master beyond control, and he asked the lady by whose 
authorisation, and by what right she dared foUow bim. 
** The right that every wife has to join her husband," she 
replied ; " but since my présence is so obnoxious to yoiu, î 
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«fllTetom to my father, wfaose love loir me will prevdit kis 
ixmsidering State înterests befoie il» Inppiness of his oliiid." 
So s^ying, the youDg Prinœss C ieft the Prince, who lias 
|ii8t spent the dowiy sfae biougbi him, in the puichase of an 
estate in Switzerland. The Priooess is now in Paris, mddng 
aH the necessary arrangements for ber final and entire depar- 
tore firom the scène of (to her) so much unhappiness. One 
caimot but applaad her résolve — ^young, noble, kind-hearted, 
a fearful réalisation must it bave been to her, of ail those 
tender fancies of a husband whidi erery girl has, to fiud 
Jierself linked to a man almost old enough to be her father, a 
man of vulgar tastes, comipt ideas, immoral tendencie.s — 
ererything that one of affectionate heart despises and abhars. 
Alas for the mariage de convenance i 

An absurd letter, published originally in the New York 
Tmeêf denying the existence of such a man as Blondin, or 
hÎB or auy other person erer haying crossed the Niagara 
falls, has been extensively copied in the French as well as 
London joumals. The Moniteur of yesterday oontains a 
letter from a German, just retumed to his natiye countiy 
from America, which déclares that the writer has seen the act 
peiformed by Blondin three différent times. As for n^yself, 
wbile in America I saw this tight-rope danoer many times ; he 
was then connected with the Bavel troupe, Those who deny 
the ûict of the man's CTer hairing crossed the Falls, are but 
liiUe aware of the situation of the great national curiosity. 
The Great Western Baiiway coming fix>m Détroit, U.S., and 
Connecting with the Great Trnnk for Montréal, Canada, stops 
at half-a-mile's distance from the scène of Blondin's exploits^ 
and every few hours the train passes. How many thousand 
indinduals do you suppose hâve got off the train at Niagara 
lîUfIgey gone to the Falls, seen Blondin cross, and been badc 
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^gain in tîme for the next train for Montréal ? The American 
public is not one to be trifled with. Woe to ihc unfortunate 
man who would annoncée a performance wbicli did not corne 
off! No; this letter publisbed in the New York Tinies is a 
poor attempt to bring itself into tlie notice of European 
joumals. It has succeeded in doing so, but in a manncr that 
will redound but little to its crodit. 

The Emperor and Emprcss do not go to Compirgne till 
the second fortnight in Octobcr. The King of the Belgians 
lias quilted Biarritz. £t is said that his Mojesty was much 
pleased with his séjour at the Kmprcss's favourite watering- 
place. The weather is said to be deliglitful, and the healtli 
of their Majesties excellent. Although no otHoial announce- 
ment has as yet been raadc, it is generally uiiderstood that 
the Empress is in a délicate situîition. It is mmoured that 
a celebrated London physician, who was summoncd to consult 
with Dubois before the })irth of the Prince Impérial, lias been 
sent for to meet their Majesties at Compiègno. 'J^he birtli 
of another son would be"a happy evcnt for those desirous of 
keeping up the dynastie NupoUonienne. 

Theatricals are in a flourishing statc just now. The 
Opéra Comique has produeed La Pagode, which has met with 
great success. The music is pretty, and the plot very inte- 
resting. Mdlle. Guffroy, now Madame Geoffroy, the favourite 
singer at the Bouffes Parisiens, has been engaged at the 
Opéra Comique, and made her first appearance in the 
Pagode ; she made a good impression. Le Songe d\me Nuit 
d^Etéy with the favourite ténor Montaubry as Shakspeare, and 
a débutante, Mdlle. Monrose, as Queen Elizabeth, is still 
drawing crowded houses. This artiste is a decided acquisi- 
tion to the already complète corps of the Opéra Comique ; 
the is handsome, and has a sweet flexible voice. Another 

K 2 
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ddbut at this théâtre is that of the ^eniier prix at the Conse- 
vatoire for this year, a young man named Caussaole, who in 
the principal r6le of the Chaises à Porteurs made a great sen- 
sation by his fine strong voice, his manly appearance, and 
his excellent acting. The Opéra Comique has an ungrateful 
task to perform, in regard to the singers, maie or female ; the 
managers are always on the look ont for débutants^ who are 
' engaged immediately ; if they possess voices strong enough, 
they are forthwith engaged at the Grand Opéra, so that at 
the Opéra Comique we only hear ténors whose voices hâve 
but little power. Montaubry seems to be exactly what they 
require^ as his voice is not strong enough to tempt the Opéra, 
and still has volume enough to fill the Opéra Comique. A 
queer incident took place at the Grand Opéra a few nights 
ago on the occasion of the représentation of Robert le Diable. 
The actress playing Isabella was taken suddenly ill at the end 
of the second act, and Mdlle. Dussy, who was personating 
Alice in the same pièce, took upon herself the two râles after 
begging the indulgence of the public through the manager. 
She acquitted herself admirably, and was called beforc the 
curtain at the end of the pièce ; a great compliment in Paris. 
The city of Paris has purchased the Théâtre Lyrique for 
the sum of l,400,000f. The city enlers into possession on 
the 15th of February, but nothing is yet decided as to whcn 
the théâtre will be pulled down, nor as to the amount of in> 
4emnity to be paid to M. Carvalho, the director. Extensivc 
improvements are to be made in that portion of the city in 
which the Lyrique is situated. The Parisians hope that the 
teanng down of this théâtre will not takc from them the 
favourite Madame Miolan Carvalho — that it will, on the 
contrary, cause her to appear in a théâtre whose size and 
situation will be more wortliy the talent of so charming an 
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artiste. The disagreeable, remote Lyrique, bas only been 
saved from complète oblivîon by this songstress's warbling. 
Many of the Paris tbeatrical aucl musical critics bave thought 
proper to complain of Madame Miolan's sLngiug since her 
retum from London. They say she bas lost tbat cbarming 
fresbness and yigour of voicc wbich cbaracterised bcr ; tbat 
sbe bas in fact, become cold and — Englisb ! I must say, I 
cannot perceive any cbange in ber, eitber in acting or singing. 
Her Toice is still tbe most flexible and musical we bave 
among tbe Frencli singers, and it is not fair to complain 
witbont a cause. A. içrand musical festival will be givcn on 
October 2nd, in tbe Palace of Industry. Tbe orchestra will 
consîst of 1,200 musicians from the différent barracks in 
Paris. This little army of luusical soldiers will exécute 
twelve sélections from the favourite opéras, while a new pièce, 
composed for the occasion called " La Milanese '* will be 
given ; also the " Polka de Solferino/' the history of tbe 
composîng of wbich is not without interest. The day after 
this battle, when the victorious French were looking over tbe 
field covered with the bodies of their amiable friends the 
Austrians, amougst othcr things, the MS. of this polka was 
foond, and givcn to the bandmaster; tbat person tried it, 
found it prctty, and christened it, as I bave said ; so the 
musical Austrian who composed the Solferino Polka, if be be 
now alive, will bave the satisfaction of knowiug tbat bis pièce 
will be performed for the gratification of an assembly of bis 
late foes. The receipts of this concert will be given to tbe 
Artists' Society, a flourisbing institution hère. 
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LETTER XXI. 

Commencement of the Opéra Season in Paris— Movements of thc 
Goturt — ^A Visit to the Gobelins Tapestry Manufactory — A 
Pièce of Erench Assurance — Autnmn Fashions — ^Death of 
the American Minister at Paris. 

Paris, Wednesday, October 5, 1859. 
The opening of the Italian Opéra for the season of 1859-60, 
took place last Saturday, in présence of a brilliant and 
fashionable auditory. This event is always the signal for the 
re-appearance in town, and at the théâtre, of those favoured 
persons who are known as the beau mande of Paris. The 
fireshest toilettes^ the finest jewels are ail brought out on this 
occasion. When the Empress is in town, she invariably 
honours the théâtre by her présence on the opening night. 
The pièce selected was Verdi's Traviata; not, it is true, a 
very favourable spécimen of that composer's works, but one 
which, nevertheless, enjoys a high degree of popularity,^ 
perhaps on account of the subject. Madame Penco took the 
part of the heroine, and was greeted with great cordiality on 
her entrance — a rare compliment at the Italiens, copied 
perhaps from the kind manner in which the London audience 
always welcomes its operatic favourites. Madame Penco's 
voice during the first act was rather sharp and unpleasant, 
but raellowed down considerably in the second, and she went 
through the opéra with more than usiial ability. Her acting 
was remarkably good, and Madame Penco was honoured 
with several recalls. Gardoni was the Alfred, in Mario's 
place; an ungrateful task, as comparison between the 
rendering of the rôle by the former and by the latter was 
»ure to be made, Gardoni, however, went evenly and 
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oreilitai!^ thrcmgh his part, and was frequently iqpplauded. 
It is a pity that this ténor does not throw more animation 
into the charac:ter8 he is performing, as his stage appearance 
is good, and hts voice pleasing. Graziani was as heretofoie 
the faiher, a.id his rich baritone came ont with ail that 
sweetness of expression which renders him so great s 
favonrite. The sabordinate parts weie satisfactorily filled; 
and, as a whole, the opeuing night at the Italiens may be 
eonsidered as a brilliant one. A comedy, called Le Testameni 
de GcBsar Girodot, has been prodaeed at the Odéon, and wdl 
leceived. I confess to not having seen it — first, because the 
title struck me as being too much like the favourite Gymnase 
tîomedy of the Héritage de M. Flumety and secondly, because 
the Odéon is such a distance from ail quarters of Paris 
except the one in which it is situated, that one dreads the 
long ride. Beiug in the Quartier Latin, it is the favourite 
resort of the médical and law students in that vicinity. The 
foUowing cluirge on the remoteness of this théâtre was 
perpetrated by three of the most celebrated of the Pari» 
theatrical critics. On the occasion oî îi première représentation 
the three wags hired a cJiaise de poste, ^th postillons «nd 
ont-riders, and with horses galloping, dust flying, and bell» 
ringing, drove up to the principal entrance of the Odéon* 
Côvered with dust (put on -for the occasion), the gentlemen 
got out, and in a loud voice cried, " Hère, unhamess the tiied 
beasts, for they must be tired afber their long joumey ; rub 
them down well, and let them eat plentifully, for they hâve 
come from Paris to the Odéon." The shouts of the bystanders 
may weU be imagined, though it was said that the manager of 
the théâtre was forions at the joke and jokers. In spite of the 
nnfavourable situation of the Odéon, it ranks as second to no 
théâtre in Paris but the Comédie Française. It has alwiqri 
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been noted for the excellence of its actors and the purity of 
ihe pièces produced. 

The Emperor and Empress reium to Paris on the evening 
of the 12th. The Duke and Duchess d'Albe hâve arrived at 
Biarritz on a visit to their Migesties. Lord Gowley has also 
arriyed at tbat place. M. Foumier, a celebrated French 
sculpter, had an interview with the Emperor at St. Sauveui-, 
conceming the érection on the Butte-Montmartre of a colossal 
statue, of either St. Geneviève, the patron saint of Paris, or of 
Gloiy, or of Peace. The Emperor has referred the affair to 
the Minister of the Interior, and a commission has been 
formed to examine the plan. 

I visited the manufactoiy of Gbbelins Tapcstry a few days 
ago, as I had been told that some remarkable works were 
going on there. I was amply repaid for my visit, by being 
shown a séries of portraits (in tapestry), of the great French 
sculptors, architects, and painters of the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries. Thèse portraits are to decorate th Galerie 
d'Apollon, or Apollo's Gallery at the Louvre. The portrait 
of Jean Groujon, the restorerof the art of sculpture in France, 
and the celebrated architect, Etienne Duperae, are among the 
number. English ladies coming to Paris must not fail to 
remind their fathers or husbands to take them to see the 
Gobelins Tapestiy. The officiais are very polite to strangers, 
and only require to see your passport to give you. instant 
admittance. 

The Presse, an evening Journal of some importance hère, 
is publishing a séries of articles entitled " Un coup d'œil 
comparatif sur les industries rivales de TAngleterre et de la 
France." As you may well imagine, France, in the one-sided 
arguing of this writer, comes out victoriens on ail points. 
The French, you will be surprised to learn, discovered steam. 
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gas, the art of telegraphing, and photography ! Eut what is 
Tnuch more astonishing than this discovery, îs that of a writer 
for (he Patrie^ who has found out that Freiich woollens, 
poplins, steel, and, in fact, ail the différent articles for the 
manufacture of which England has beeu celebrated from time 
immémorial, are quite as well, if not better made in France ; 
and in a logical manner, the writer attempts to convince his 
readers that the same woollen shawl, for which they willingly 
give 55f. in London, may bc got in Paris for 45f. ! And 
80 with everything. Sheffield is a gi'eat national déception, 
inasmuch as the steel is ail donc by French workmen, &c. At 
a first reading of one of thèse articles one is tempted to get 
angiy at the absurdity of a writer wbo attempts to pull down 
ideas which are as strong as the fortifications at Gibraltar ; 
on further reflection, however, one perceives the real object. 
Within the last few years English articles hâve become very 
recherchés in Paris; English woollens, cottons, drugs, and 
grooeries are in great demand. The fashionable young 
gentleman does not consider liimself well-dressed, if his 
clothes are not made of English cloth, and eut à VAtiglaue ; 
the fashionable lady's wardrobe is not complète, if she has 
not two or three 'popelines Anglaises. This, of course, is 
anything but pleasing or lucrative to the French manu- 
facturers, and they, through the médium of a Chrojiique, or 
sort of familiar style of leading article in the newspapers, are 
attempting to disseminate the idea that French articles are 
quite as good as English oues. Reste à savoir if they will 
fiucceed. 

The beat of the weather has brought out a great many 
muslin dresses for walking and carriage toilette ; but to give 
this essentially summer dress a slight autumnal appearance, a 
butnous of light cloth either in cashmere wadded or lined, is 
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wom. The square Arab hoods with tassels are stiU mtick hk 
ftivotir. This îs tbe seasons for Indîan Cashmeres, which are 
tlwe^ msiocToiiti wOié distingua. I contend that one sees 
Iftore of thèse costly articles in Paris than in any other city 
in tbe world. The reason is, there the trousseau of a bride 
Is always supposed to contain a Cash mère, and many persons 
in Paris set aside other and more useful things to be enabled 
to hâve that desired object; Silk dresses are now made of 
délicate colours, and trimmed with a ribbon of a brilliant hue 
ronnd the bottom and up each side of the front, leaving 
a space between, vride enough to place five or seven rosettes 
of ribbon the same colour as the trimming, surrounded with 
black guipure. The same kind of trimming is made for 
dresses of barege or printed muslin, in which case the ground 
of the ribbon shouid be black or white, with bunches of 
flowers, and the rosettes trimmed with black or white 
guipure. The sleeve?, opening square in front, are trimmed 
to match, with a rosette at the top of the opening, and 
another on the shoulder. Bonnets v for the présent season 
are both handsome and simple. One very beautiful one 
I saw at a celebrated modiste' s was made as follows : a plain 
velvet, of a very délicate shade of peach colour, lined in the 
front with light green velvet, and trimmed with a bandeau of 
peach velvet aud a s mail bouquet of gold brown flowers. The 
outside was omamented by three small green feathers, and 
the strings were peach colour. Another, of white jimperial 
velvet, trimmed on the outside YnWs. ponceau^ or^scarlet velvet, 
across the top, the ends forming brides or strings , a ponceau 
velvet bow on the inside fastened a curled feather, which 
passed under the outside trimming and liung loosely on one 
side ; the curtain was of white blonde. This last I 
Tinhesitatingly pronounce a "love of a bonnet;" and I 
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adme my readers to take the description to their modistm, 
and get it mode up fortbwith. Another very pretty, but 
muoh less élégant one, was as foUows. Whîte impérial 
velvet, with a long wbite featber round the edge of the front ; 
tlie crown was full and slightly hanging, trimmed ou the top 
with a bow of white velvet and blonde, the ends of the blonde 
hanging on either side ; the curtain of blonde. A velvet bow 
was the only trimming inside. Quilted bonnets will be wom 
by very young ladies this winter ; several hâve already 
appeared. The quilting will not be done in the diamond 
pattern, as usual, but in medaUion and other shapes, which 
bave 9 novel and pretty appearance. Hat s are very much 
wom in the couutry and at the scaside. . It is said they will 
be generally adopted this winter, but it is not at ail decided. 
In ball-dresses we hâve as yet notliing ; in fact, as there are 
never any halls given in Paris till tho second fortnight in 
November, it would be useless to bring out thèse dresses yet. 
I saw some beautiful toilettes on the openinû: night at the 

Italiens. One wom by the Duchess de S , who created 

a sensation this season in London by her beauty and extrême 
grâce, was made of a very délicate green satin, decollettéey with 
a hertlie composed of green velvet and rich whitc blonde ; the 
corsage without points, but with a ceintmr, of the same green 
velvet, with long ends, which were eut round and trimmed 
with blonde. The skirt was entirely plain, very full, and set 
on the corsage with large plaits. The head-dress of green 
velvet, plaited in with gold cord, with two large gold and 
green tassels hanging behind. The hair à la grecque — that 
is, quite close to the head in front ; behind, a large knot of 
bair, from the centre of which escaped three or four careless 
ringlets. Diamonds, and a green satin fan spangled with gold, 
completed this charming toilette, The dressmakers say 
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that thèse satin dresses trîmmed with velvet may be made 
high-necked a volonté by the introduction of a high-necked 
velvet berthe, which is eut square where it joins the original 
corsage, and has a pretty effect. It may be so ; but to tell 
the truth, I am not much of an advocate for dresses, or any 
other article of wearing apparel, which serve two purposes — 
they never look complète in either form to me. 

On Monday moming last, the Hon. J. T. Mason, Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States to France, expired suddenly from an attack of apoplexy . 
The deceased was much esteemed by his countrymen, and 
was a man of ability. A funeral ceremony will be performed 
to-day in the American Chapel, Rue de Berri. 



LETTER XXII. 



The Impérial Visit to Bordeaux — ^Paris Theatricals — ^Traiisplaut- 
ing the Boulevard Trees — ^A Visit to Rosa Bonheur's Studio 
— ^Fashion at the Races — ^Funeral of the American Mioister 
in Paris. 

Paris, Wcdnesday, October 12, 1859 
The exceedingly bad weather seems to hâve somewhat dajmped 
the coloured lamps and enthusiasm of the inhabitants of 
Bordeaux, on the occasion of the visit of the Emperor and 
Empress, who arrived at that city on Monday evening last. 
The Moniteur and Constitutionnel of this moming give 
télégraphie accounts of the rejoicings, as also the text of a 
speech made by the Emperor in answer to one from the 
Archbishop of Bordeaux. This speech, so the gentlemen say, 
is of political importance; but, as we ladies bave not to 
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trouble our heads about such things, I make no comments 
upon it. In spite of tbe bad weather, tbeir Majesties corapletech 
their engagements, and went to tbe Exhibition, received tbe 
authorities, gave a grand dinner, and made a promenade to 
tbe Bec d'Ambcs witb a persévérance and a désire to pleascî 
tbe people bigbly commendable. I always feel sorry wben it 
rains on tbe occasion of a fête in France ; to any people it is 
a disappointment, but tbe Frencb really get so out of temper 
about it, tbat one cannot belp condoling witb tbem. ïbe 
day of tbe entrée of tbe troops — tbe 14tb of August — ^it v^as 
a study, tbe diiference in tbe expression of tbe faces in tbe 
moming, wben ail was brigbt and beautiful, and towards 
noon, wben tbe rain began to fall. The Emperor, bowever, 
paid little attention to tbe gênerai stampede or to tbe rain, 
wbich came falling down most unceremoniously on bis Impérial 
head. At Bordeaux, also, bis Majesty rode about, saw a 
boat-race, &c., in défiance of tbe mauvais temps. Tbcîr 
Majesties retum to tbe château of St. Cioud this evening. 
Tbe Empress*8 health is said to be much improved since she 
left Paris. 

Tbeatricals bave been flourisbing this week. Tbe Gymnase 
bas brought out a comedy called Un petit fils de Mascarille, 
wbich is destined to bave an immense run, as it is perbaps 
one of the best comédies ever presented on tbe modem 
Erench stage. Tbe interest is kept up from tbe rising of tbe 
curtain on tbe first act, till the end of the fifth. Tbe name of 
the author, M. Henri Meilhac, was given out witb great 
applause at the end of the pièce. Mdlle. Marquet, an actress 
of much merit, quite surpassed berself in the rôle of tbe gmlty 
but repentant wife ; while Geoffrey Dupuis and Derval played 
ivitb tbeir accustoraed verve and correctness. The Duke and 
Duchess d'Albe, sister and brother-in-law to tbe Empress, 
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.«oeapied the Impérial box on the occasion of its uni 
rqnresentation, anîl frequently testified theîr approlmtion by 
hearty applause. Ai tbe Italiens we hâve had VUaliana in 
Algieri, with Alboni and Gardoni in the principal rôles, This 
•tkef d^œwore of an opéra bouffe wiil always be a favourite. 
The Porte St. Martin — ^that tbeatre of horrors — bas laid aside 
its murderous pièces for the last month, and has been giving 
a five-act plny in verse, La Jennesse de Louis XI. After Mr. 
Kean it is hard to speak favourably of any personation of 
Louis XI., but tbis one differs so essentially in ail its points, 
that one can bardly imagine it is meant for Louis XI. Tliis 
tbeatre is preparing La Reine Margot^ in which Madame 
Doche, wbo " created," as tbey say in French, the part of 
Marguerite Gauthier in La Dame aux CameUas about three 
years ago at tbe Yaudeville, plays tbe principal part. It is 
said that the mise en scène of La Eeine Margot will be of 
- unequalled splendour. There is to be a grand concert tbis 
evening in one of tbe salles of tbe Hotels du Louvre. This 
concert, given by Madame Lorini and MissHinkley, is honoured 
by distinguisbed patronage, and a most brilliant auditory is 
expected. Thèse fair artistes are both American ladies, and 
the moming papers speak in the bigbest praise of their talent. 
They will be assisted by Graziani, tbe celebrated baritone of the 
Italiens, wbo appears by spécial permission of M. ^Calzado. 

The fine chesnut trees which bave for "years agone" 
deligbted tbe résidents in the neighbourhood of the Entrepôt 
des Vins, bave been obb'ged tp be removed in conséquence of 
the formation of thenew Boulevard Saint Grermain, which is 
to extend to tbe Quay. Thèse noble trees are now being 
eonveyed to tbe Champs Elysées for transplantation. From 
their height, and the girtb of their trunks, some of them 
•mmt» at least, bave a growth of sixty years, and they ara. the 
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loigest to which tke 'présent System of removal bas been 
j^pplied. ïesterday afternoon, as one of theni^was being 
fionyeyed on a waggon drawn by six horses along the Quai 
des Grands Aiigustins, one of tbe chains whicb supported the 
laige mass of eartli attached to the roots broke, and the tree fell 
on one side. It was, however, soon replaced in its upright 
position^ and idtimately lodged in its new abode. Strangers 
are always struck by the army of gardeners, watering-pot 
men, &c., who invade the Champs El^sees, at certain hours 
■of the day. No English gentleman's garden is more care- 
fuUy attended to than is this favourite promenade of the 
Parisiaus. 

I hâve been paying a visit to Rosa Bonheur's studio. She 
leœives.on Friday, and any one of respectable appearance 
going there can gain admittance, even if entirely unknown to 
this celebrated artUt. She received us with charming 
cordiality, expiained how she intended iiiiishing some 
ivorks she had commenced, and gave us her autograph. 
Allhough Rosa Bonheur has now reached an enviable position 
in the noble art of which she is a brilliant ornament, life has 
not always been couleur de rose for her. Her father was an 
artist at Bordeaux ; he was a teacher of drawing. Marrying 
one of his pupils against her parent's wish, was productive of 
happiness and misery to liim — happiness, because his wife 
was the angel he had depicted her ; and misery, because he 
found that fortune did not smile upon his efforts — nor upon 
ihose of his wife, who devoted her énergies as a teacher 
of music, to keep the wolf, famine, from the door, but with 
indiffèrent success. The éducation of the child artist Rosa, 
began amidst circumstances of this disastrous character. 
She showed no sign of precocious genius in the direction of art. 
She was inattentive to study, wild at scbooi, and impatient 




146 PHeroeoAPHS of fasis lqfb. 



LETTEE XXni. 



ffiaeM of Fnnce Jérôme — ^Movemonts of the Court — ^A Eomantic 
Story — The Impérial Prince and bis Juvénile Battles — Ee- 
«ovations at Versailles — High Kepit in Paris^ and its resnlk; 
-^A Curions Invention — ^Dénouement of the Eomantic Story. 

Paris, Wednesday, October 19, 1859. 

Th£B£ is in Paris a dass of persons who live by.the sale of 
articles of luxury — tbings rarely sought after except by the 
&8hionables, those whom we nightly see resplendent in fine 
attire^ in opéra boxes, and at the grand balls given by the 
éUie ; abo at those which take place each fortnight during 
the season in the magnificent and time-honoured halls of the 
Toileries. The marchands, fleuristes, modistes, §re., to whom I 
lefer, are at présent in a state of deep appréhension — ^a near 
relative of the Emperor is slowly but surely passing away. 
"For many months uneasiness has been felt by the Impérial 
family, but the skill of physicians and a naturally strong 
frame hâve, up to the présent time, resisted the attacks of 
wearing disease; but now, the far advanced âge of this 
Prince, and the setting in of a new malady, hâve awakened 
the deepest fears. It is even supposed that, should not a 
very decided change for the better take place, the fêtes at 
Compiègne, and the projected visit of the Emperor of 
Austria and of the King of the Belgians will be obliged to be 
set aside. In case of the démise of his Highness, no Court 
balls, no réceptions by the Impérial couple, or by any of the 
Ministers, will come off this winter. Many ladies hâve 
countermanded large orders given to the marchands I speak 
of, and this is the cause of the gênerai lamentation by those 
persons. ThQ fêtes at Compiège hâve, as it is, been deferred , 
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l&e crigîiHil intenHoiL was to vepoir there immediately after 
ibe xetoni ixom Bîanitz. Now, tbe first of November ît flie 
tmie fixed opon fcHr tlie departnre of the Coart irom St Clood, 
wbidi rednces by lialf the doration oi the fêtes. The Gmort 
wiQ retiim by the 2(Hh of No^mber, as the latter portion of 
Otai month is alwi^ rainy. 

I am well aware that p<^îtics shouM not find their way 
Bito a lady's ktter — that, in &ct, to the mnjonty of our gentie 
•ex poHtieal erents possess bot Ëttle interest ; but this i» not 
the case with aQ : ihere are many of my readers, I am sine, 
who are qnite au eourtmê with ail the questions of the day» 
and to them the following détails may not be deyoid of 
isterest. A few evenings sinee, in one of tbe iolons wheie 
weekiy may be fbnnd nnited the notabilities of Paris, I 
obs^rved two ladies, whose great beauty and settled look of 
melan^ly immediately attracted my attention. I soon 
lemarked that this feeliDg was nniversal — ail were anxious to 
know who they were. I made it a point to seek ont onr kind 
hostess, from whom I leamed they were tbe victims of 
Attstrian brutaU^r — ^they were the wife and mother of a 
Yenetian nobleraan, now kmguishing in one of Francis Josepk's 
dnngeons. Dnring the late campaign, the hnsband, wife, 
and mother were in Vénice; the young man, fired with. 
patriotism, and leady to sacrifice ail be held most dear that 
Italy might be free, in an ungnarded moment allowed bis sym- 
pathy for the allies to transpire. An Austrian spy overheard 
his ardent aspirings ; that night he was tom from his home» 
and for weeks his nnhappy relations knew notbing of his 
whereabouts ; they were not eveu certain that he still lived ; 
bnt at last they ascertained that he, with many others, was con- 
fined in one of the State prisons near Yienna. Upon reœipt of 
this intelligence, the nnhappy ladies at once departed for 
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tbat capital. They wished to appeal to the clemency of the 
Austrian monarch. For six long weeks tbey remained in Yienna 
making ineffectual attempts to reach the ears of his Majesty ; 
tbongh high in rank, and possessing a large fortune, they 
were Venetians, and consequentiy failure met them at every 
renewed attempt. At last a happy thought entered the mind 
ofthe mother. She determined to appeal to the generous 
Tictor of Francis Joseph, the Emperor Napoléon III. Report 
told her that never had he tumed a deaf car to the supplica- 
tions of the unhappy — she would appeal to him, asking his 
interférence, well knowing that a request from him would meet 
with due attention. So leaying Yienna they hastened to 
Paris : they hâve already had one interview, and I am assured 
that the Emperor listened to the appeal of thèse poor women 
with the greatest kindness, promising to use his influence in 
their behalf. This promise restored the hopes which had 
almost abandoned the noble Yenetian and herdaughter. They 
well know that the Emperor Napoléon always keeps his word. 
Their présence at the réunion I bave mentioned is thus ac- 
counted for: the daughter, suffermg from months of dépression 
and anxiety, required the stimulating influence of such beart- 
felt sympathy as the mother knew she would surely meet at 

the hospitable mansion of Madame de B . 

Since the retum of the Court, the weather bas been so 
uofavourable that their Majesties bave not ridden eut as often 
as usual. The Empress is said to be looking quite strong 
and bealtby ; before her departure she was looking very pale 
and thin. I saw the little Prince the other day; be is a fine 
pretty boy, fîill of spirits. He bas, it is said, an irrésistible 
désire to fight ail his playfellows; his father's well-known 
eipression, " FEmpirûy c'est la paix,'' bas, it appears, but 
little effect on the young Monseigneur. Young Mast^ Con- 



FU0T06BAPHS OF FAfilS LIFE. 149 

neau, son of the Emperor's favourite physician, is the led- 
pient of the Prînce's pugilîstic essays. The question in dis- 
pute between them is, which shall be the other's groom ; and 
as neither is inclined to yield, batiles ensue forthwith. Youth 
does not bow to rank, and the conséquence is that his Impé- 
rial Highness is not always victorious. 

The Palace of Versailles deserves a visit now, even firom 
those who hâve seeji many times the curious works of art 
collected there. The bed-chamber of Louis XIV. has just 
been again Ihrown open to the public, after undergoing a 
complète rénovation. Every portion of the fumiture has been 
carefuUy restored, especially the bed on which the grand mon- 
arque breathed his last. The bedstead, regarded in those 
days as a wonder of art, and which is still considered a 
curious and beautiful object, was made by Simon Delobel, who 
worked at it for twelve years. On the bed is a coverlid em- 
broidered by the ladies of St. Cyr. During the troubles of 
the Eevolution, this fine spécimen of embroidery was carried 
off into Germany, and repurchased by King Louis Philippe. 
Two pictures, representing the Holy Family, on each side of 
the bed, hâve been cleaned. The ceiling, which is one of Paul 
Veronese's finest works, and was brought from Venice by 
Napoléon L, is in perfect préservation. Several beautiful 
chairs, and a jme-dieu, or kneeling-stool, are also works of 
art which deserve especial attention. Now that the cold wea- 
ther is coming on, the beautiful park and fine gardens of 
Versailles are less attractive; but the inside of the magnificent 
building has been so entirely renovated, so many fine militaiy 
tableaux by Yvon, and other celebrated modem artists, havc 
been added to the already large collection, that in proportion 
as the outside attractions cease those of the inside augment. 

It is remarked hère as extraordinary, that many English 
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îtmSkM Bxt sefimg off their foinit»» taà leaving Ftariii. 
AluramU attiibiite this iiglil to feais af ww amd nfism; 
iUb ifl a sad misinke. Ali tliese Engfisk people «re ioiTag 
finit because it is gettîng to be so expesâve m plaoa as to 
lender it impos^le for pemcms of Imiited i&eomea to ei^oy 
such oomforts as they did np to the présent tâne. Beats luife 
nsen im a most fabulons maniier. Even on thé fiftib floor ono 
imist paj from £160 to £200 a-year ibr apàitments tliat 
nuiged ûve years ago from £60 to £70. This chui^ is so 
iiksoBie as to entirely ciiase off many fiBunilies who bave for 
years lesided in Paris. The jonmals are fiDed witb notices of 
sales of fumitare ; and we art always informed tbat it bdoogs 
to an Engiish fiunily leaying Paris. The fact is, so mnch 
tearing-down of buildings is now goîng on, so many whole 
atxeets are being demolished, tbat numberless large families 
are constantly on the look-out for apartments ; and the rents 
bave attained a figure that most soon be reduoed, or else 
none bat the most wealthy will be able to réside in tbis gay 
capital. In spite of thèse drawbacàs, the number ci strangers 
tbat corne to Paris dnring the winter season is aunnalfy on 
tbe increase ; the citisens — ^those to the manner bom — ^find 
thernselres obliged to give way before the invasion of Rus- 
sians, Austrians, Germans, Americans, Italians, Spaniards, 
Taries, Persians, Armenians, and even negroes^ whom we meet 
at cvery tum, and in ail places of amusement. 

An ingénions Parisien stationer, wbo for senne years past 
bas taken up his abode at Shanghai, bas retumed to Paris, 
bringing with him a curious ObiDcse invention. This extra- 
ordînaiy discovery oonsists in the composition of a paper 
wUch ean be made to last as long as one wîshes, by the 
use of a water or eau magiqme. The paper must be before- 
prepaied by some means known only to the bayer 
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tind seller, and is then saturated with the water, which is 
colourless, tasteless, and scentless. The length of time that 
one desires the paper to last is regulated by the introduction of 
pure water to weaken the effect. For instance, if the paper 
is to be decomposed within six days, the eau ruagique i^ put 
on without adultération ; if a month, a certain quantity of 
pure water is to be used. With this paper, then, the wily 
Chinese write their bUleU doux, taking care, however that the 
oorrosive water and the passion shall be of the same weight. 
The water is called " Divine Ink," and the paper " Exquisite 
Prudence." If Divine Ink and Exquisite Prudence take up 
their permanent abode in civilised countries, what a death 
blow it will be to aU breaches of promises, &c. The jealous 
busband bas seen his wife conceal a rose-tinted billet in her 
piivate secretary-draw ; half an hour after he forces the lock, 
and finds a few fragments of dust of charred bits of paper. 
And then, again, how many dishonest persons would sigB 
promissory notes, knowing that, thanks to the encre divine, 
their signatures would soon disappear ; in fact such an inven- 
tion is a most dangerous one, reversing the présent order of 
things, and opening a wide field for rascality ; so down with 
the eau viagique, say I. 

P. S. — I open my letter to give you the dénouement of the 
affair of the ladies who appealed to the Emperor, in behalf 
of the imprisoned son and husband. I hâve heard that the 
young nobleman bas just arrived hère. The interposition of 
the Emperor was at once successful; and now the poor 
ladies must be as happy in proportion as their grief was sin- 
cère and heartfelt. I am looking while I write thèse few 
Unes, at a large print of his Majesty that hangs before me, 
and I cousider him much handsomer than I ever did befcMe. 
May this kind action be retum^d to him a thousand fold ! 
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LETTEE XXIV. 

The Operatic World — A Visit to the Modiste — Noble Newspaper 
Contributors — ^Hints on Dress to English Ladies in Paris. 

Paris, Wednesday, October Ô6, 1859. 

On Saturday (thef fashionable opéra night) was presented, for 
the first time this season, Yerdi's much-admired Rigoletto. 
This opéra, wMcli was pronouneed by Verdi Limself to be Lis 
ehrf â^œwore^ had always been a favourite in Paris, and the 
fact of a débutante appearing in it, perbaps added to the 
gênerai désire to be présent last Saturday. Mdlle. Dottini 
created a favourable impression. As she has appeared iu 
London, a description of her voice and appearance is un- 
necessary. In the duo^ in the second act, with Graziani, who 
took the part of the Court Jester, she quite astonished the 
audience, as during the whole of the first act fear prevented 
the young lady letting her voice out. Gardoni, as the Duke, 
was ail that could be desired. This artist had it announced 
that he was rather indisposed; but no one would hâve 
imagined it, for his sweet and manly voice was as pure and 
dégagée as ever. Never has Gardoni appeared to better ad- 
Tantage. He gave the public a bold and animated portrai- 
ture of the libertine Duke, while his handsome face and figure, 
combiued with his really excellent voice, roused even the 
apathetic audience of the Italiens into applauding most bois- 
terously. If Gardoni continues to throw as much animation 
into ail his rôles as he did into that of the Duke, he will con- 
sole even the most inconsolable of the Mario moumers. 
<jhraziani played and sang the part of the unfortunate Jester 
most touchîngly ; his deep notes of tendemess and heartfelt 
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pathos produced a wonderfiil effect ; his voice seems to be 
richer, if possible, than it was last season. Alboni, in the 
insignificant part of Maddeleua, was much applauded. The 
f6le is not good enough for her ; it is a waste of luxury to 
hear her in so poor a part. At the Vaudeville, Madle. 
Bressant, daughter of the best comedian on the Paris stage, 
has made her first appearance in a new pièce callcd Le9 
Dettes de Cœur. Nothing in the young lady's manner, voice, 
or acting would hâve caused any one to suppose that it was 
her déàut, for she trod the boards as though she had been 
acting constantly for years. Her father's excellent tuition, 
joined to natural talent for the stage, is, of course, the reason 
of this ease ; and with beauty, a swect voice, and the prestige 
of her well-known name, Mdlle. Bressant will be sure to 
succeed. The pièce, which is written by the famcd collabo- 
rateur of Alexandre Dumas, senior, Auguste Maquet, is deeply 
interesting, and although rather bordering on the dramatic 
for the Vaudeville, promises to become one of the most 
popular of M. Maquet's niunerous productions. At the Porte 
St. Martin, La Reine Margot, an historical drama, by the same 
author, has been reproduced with ail the accustomed splendour 
of scenery, &c. Mdmc. Dochc, the actress who played the 
Dame aux Camélias, at the Vaudeville, plays Margot. The 
magnificence of her dresses makes up for her acting, which is 
détestable. It is a matter of surprise to me how so misér- 
able an actress could hâve gained the réputation for excellence 
in the histrionic art that she has. Her awkward gestures^ 
her forced bass voice, render her personation of Marguerite 
of Navarre ridiculous in the extrême. At the Opéra Comique 
the Pardoii de Fhërmel has been reproduced with the original 
cast — this, with the Songe â^une Nuit d^Eté, on the off-nights, 
suffices to draw crowds to this immense théâtre. The com- 
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pânies of the Vaudeville, péra Comique, and Français 
Théâtres, bave been ordered to appear before tbe Court ai 
Oompiègne ; the pièces selected are — Le Mariage de Figaro^ 
by tbe Françms company ; Le Songe d'un Nuit d*Eté, by tbat 
of the Opéra Comique ; and Les Dettes de Cœur, by tbe Vau- 
deville. Madame Ugalde, tbe favourite singer at tbe Lyrique^ 
bas been taking unto herself "a partner of ber toils, bet 
feelings, and ber famé." Tbe bappy bridegroom is named 
M. Varcollier. To show tbat it is not always interest and a 
great name wbicb cause pièces to be accepted by tbe extremely 
particular judges of tbe Théâtre Français, tbe cberisbed (and 
jitatly so) M. Scribe bas just read to tbat body a comedy in 
tkree acts, wbicb was ouly received on condition of its being 
altered. M. Scribe took this décision in good part. He bas 
dnce witbdrawn tbe pièce, deckring, witb tbe best possible 
grâce, that the reading wbicb be had given bad made him of 
tbe same opinion as tbose wbo bad partially condemned tbe 
pièce. It must hâve reqnired courage to refuse or find fault 
witb the production of the celebrated M. Scribe. 

Since my last letter, I bave been making a regular pilgri- 
mage into ail the fine cloak and bonnet shops in Paris. I do 
not mention this because it is an extraordinarv circumstance 
for me — far from it ; besides the amount of shopping which is 
reqnired to keep my own wardrobe not ^oo/arbehindthefashion, 
I am constantly performing the part of interpréter, bargaineï, 
explainer, refuser, or accepter for numberless cousins, aunts> 
distant relations, and no relations— those fiends (I beg their 
^ràon—friends) wbo invariably drop down upon you wben you 
are extremely busy, and beg you to run ont witbtbem for a fcw 
moments to give them the benefit of your expérience in some- 
thing they are going to buy ; which soraething, if it happens to 
teor, wear out, or fade at tbe end of ten yoars' time, yo«! are 
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Idamed for inwardly, if not openlj ; but once in a while it vs 
a pleasure to do this, and so it bas been witb me dnring thé 
past week. My friend and I (a friend witb tbe r I meaa 
now), were à la recherche of a winter cloak — sometbing wann, 
bcavy, and, at tbe same time, ricb enougb to do away with 
tbe disagreeable feeling of hçm^^habbily dressed tbat one bas 
witb a dotb cloak usually. We went to Gagelin's, and found 
notbîng to suit us ; we tben remembered tbat Gagelin's bead 
man waà première demoiselle bad formed a matrimonial as weH 
as business alliance, bad left GageHn and set up for tbemselves 
in tbe Eue de la Paix. We soon found tbat bere tbe diffi- 
culty would be not tbat tbere was notbing to please us, but 
tbat everytbing pleased us — tbe last sbown being prettier tban 
its predecessor, and so on. Brown is tbe favourite colour far 
cbaks tbis year, black is ratber sombre, and grey wiU not be 
at ail bien porté ; tbe priées, more reasonable tban Gagelin's, 
ranged from six to ten pounds, according to tbe fineness of 
tbe clotb or workmansbip. My friend cbose a beauty, 
composed of brown clotb, wbicb tbey caU velvet clotb in 
France — veiy large sleeves, arouud wbicb was placed a 
trimming of black velvet — the velvet being beautifully 
soutaché, witb black silk braid. Same trimming down tbe 
fiwnt of tbe cloak, wbicb was very long and of tbe sack sbape ; 
in fact, ail cloaks, to be in tbe mode, must bave sleeves — long 
and wide are tbose most in vogue ; tbougb I saw some with 
sleeves almost closed witb tbe revers ; but clotb is too tbick a 
material for tbis sbape. Tbe velvet cloaks at Wortb's, (for 
sucb is tbe name of tbe proprietor of tbis large establishment), 
were most beautiful. So many varied forms, so many and 
pleasing designs in trimming, tbat one cannot describe tbe 
effect tbey produce — tbey must be seen, or at least an engrav- 
ing of tbem. Wortb also makes dresses; and ob! such 
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dresses ! Beally thèse people do not get half the crédit the j 
deserve; for it must require an inyentiye genios and an 
extended imagination to get up such beantiful things» which 
if they were directed in another channel would be declaied 
wonderful; but Worth ai\d others of the stitch-crail know 
they hâve the sympathies and appréciation of the ladies. 
1/Vorth is an Englishman — the Erench call him M. Yoss. £n 
effet, the IF and th coming together makes it rather an 
uncomfortable word for them. I advise ladies coming to 
Paris to go to Worth's. I think it is Number 7, Bue de la 
!paix, on the fîrst floor. I dislike naming tradespeople, but 
sometimes it is a convenience ; a Chroniqueuse for the Patrie, 
one of the leading papers hère, who signs herself the Vicom- 
tesse de Eenneville, composes her letters entirely of names of 
shops, so that her chronique is nothing more nor less than a 
strîng of addresses — and yet Mdme. La Vicomtesse de 
Eenneville is considered très sjpirittielle, 

My lady readers will be, perhaps, surprised at so high- 
sounding a name belonging to a newspaper contributor ; but 
Madame la Vicomtesse de Eenneville is not. the only titled(?) 
person belonging to the Paris press. Several penny papers are 
edited by countesses. Many of the feuilletonistes are counts 
or barons ; in fa et, every person who can get his writings 
published, considers him self entitled to any grand name he 
happens to think of. The Erench law is strict in regard to 
assuming titles; but thèse persons say it is their nom de 
plume, and they therefore canuot be interferred with. In the 
meantime, they get known by thèse titles or rather noms de 
plume, and ail the glory of having a fine name is eiyoyed by 
this ingénions metbod. 

Will you permit me to say a word or two as regards 
dressing to English ladies ? Why do they, when in Paris — 
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the gayest of capitals and the most dressy — why, I repeat, do 
they dress themselves, nine times out of ten, as though they were 
among barbarians ? Travelling gowns'of coarse stuffs are ail 
well enough for the steamers, railways, and coaches, but not 
for the crowded Boulevards or Champs Elysées, where ail the 
ladies that one meets (except Englishwomen) are tastefully 
and richly dressed. How plain, alongside of thèse, appear 
English girls, who, with ten times more natural beauty, seem 
so ugly with their poke bonnets, ugly and coarse stuff gowns 
that cling to the figure, while the little short jackets, add to 
the uneouthness of the tout ensemble / "As badly dressed as 
an Anglaise i** has got to be a proverb among the Parisians ; 
and surely they are right. Let me advise them to wear things 
that are suited to their complexion : this is the secret of a 
good toilette. To some, one colour is becoming ; to others 
it is not ; this is what English girls should study. Purple 
bonnets, green dresses, arid pink parasols, form a combination 
far from élégant. Thèse varieties of colours seem to chann 
the rosy-cheeked English girls who abound in the streets of 
Paris. Why ! I actually saw, the other day, waUdng on the 
Boulevard, an English lady, wearing a fine mauve velvet 
shawl, or rather mantle, with a yellow Xîotton fiinge ! As the 
Paris ladies passed by the person I speak of, they could not 
refrain from an expressive shrug of the shoulder. Let me 
say again, that travelling dresses are for steamers and 
railways. No other ladies, except the English, thns transgress 
ail the rules of toilette. They alone look awkward and 
badly-dressed eveiywhere except at home; and I take the 
liberty of calling their attention to the fact. I am well aware 
that it is a great trouble to change one's dress when but a 
%\ïox^ time is to be passée in a place, but to do so is to pay 
an indirect compliment to the people we are among; not to 
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The saUe which has been consumed was very ma^ifioeni, the 
ceiling being decorated with paintings from the ancient 
masiers, while the walls were of carved oak of elaborate 
workmanshîp. Fortunately (almost miraculoiisly) the gorge- 
ously decorated throne-room was uninjured; the galleryof 
paintings of living artists (containing the chef d'œurves of 
Couture, Boulanger, Gerome, Eosa Bonheur, &c.), was also 
uatouched. The senate Chamber is to be immediately and 
thoroughly restored. No pkce has as yet been assigned for 
the meeting of the Senate. 

Protestant churches are being built by degrees ail over 
France. Some tûne ago I mentioned the érection of one at 
Nantes ; I now hear that the English résidents and visitors 
zi Biarritz hâve decided on building a Protestant Church at 
thb favourite Impérial bathing-place. The ground has been 
bought, and the good work is to be commenced without delay. 
My informant adds, without mentioning to what sect he 
belongs, that an English clergyman has already arriyed for 
the service of this temple. The Empress's Ghapel, the Sainte 
Eugénie^ is to receive décorations exterior and interior, 
to be made with the greatest care. During the absence of 
their Majesties this Catholic chapel is kept open for the 
benefit of the fishermen and women résidents of the village. 
During the résidence of the Impérial family, it is private. 

The Galway steamer brings us the intelligence that Général 
Moyd has been appointed by Président Buchanan to the post 
of Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of the Tuileries. 
Some information regarding the new diplomate may not be 
uninteresting. He was bom in the State of Virginia, and 
was for some years représentative of that State in Congress ; 
he has also been Govemor of the State, and fulfilled bis 
^vematorial duties with crédit. Latterly he was app<Hnted 
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by Président Buchanan, Secretary of War. During my stay 
in the United States I had the pleasure of meeting General 
Floyd in Washington, at the Présidentes levées, and at otho: 
réunions, His affability of manner and great intelligence 
render him an universal favourite. Some of the Paris joumals, 
in mentioning his appointment to his new post, seem to be 
under the impression that he was named by the Président after 
receipt of the news of Mr. Mason's death ; this is an enor 
— General Ployd was appointed ambassador by the Président, 
who intended to recall Mr. Mason. As little more than a 
fortnight has elapsed since the démise of the late Minister, it 
is impossible that the news should hâve reached the United 
States, and that a conséquent appointment should be known 
hère. Americans in Paris, will no doubt, be pleased at the 
appointment of General Moyd, as dunng the last few yeais, 
Mr. Mason's ill-health prevented Ms country-people making 
the embassy a place of réunion. General Floyd's hold of 
office will be a brilliant one, as his private fortune is suffident 
to allow him to do honour to his post — ^which the salaiy of 
itself would not. Persons of ail nations abroad take great 
pride in their Embassy. This is a proper feeling, and should 
be encouraged, but when Ministers are so poorly paid as by 
the U.S. Government, the Embassy is a source of pain and 
not pleasure. 

I hâve noticed as a remarkable fact this winter, that the 
lady habitués of the Italiens and the Académie de Musique, or 
Grand Opéra, make much less toilette than was formerly the 
case. Even on the grandest représentations we see our most 
noted belles wearing high-necked dresses, and even sometimes 
bonnets. Looking around the fine salle one sees that not 
more than half the ladies are en toilette habillée, Five yean 
ago it would hâve been considered a manque de savoir-vùfre to 
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a^ieiir ai the Italiens in demi-ioUe^. Bat Fashion bas 
qnaer vagaiies, and her laws of to-day are contradicted by 
Ûioae of to-moiTow ; and as ladies mnst dress finely, if th^ 
do not do 80 at the Opéra they will find some other pkoe to 
diiqplay a falling shoulder or a roonded foim. A few nigbts 
since I dropped in to see the seoond act of the Fardtm qf 
Fhêrmel, at the Opéra Comique, and observed that with bat 
one notable exception, the logea were fiUed with ladies m 
toileUe de jfromeMode. The exception I refer to was a bnlliant 
one — in a £ront loge sat a party of English ladies, who seemed 
floating in gossamer, and whose dassic heads gave incontest- 
able eigns of having been under the sldlfol hands of Félix» 
haizdresser to her Majesty, or some other equally celebrated 
artiste. (You are awaie, no doubt, that in Paris hair-dressers 
daim that high-sounding qualification.) Yaiiegated bumouses 
wore half falling, half dinging to the uncovered shoulders» 
adding by their brilHant tints to the édai which surrounded 
the party. This was yeiy fine, but I saw by the perplexed 
looks of my fair country-women that they felt they were 
*( alone in their gloiy." A few seasons back eyeiy loçe wonld 
hâve been filled with equally well-dressed occupants, bat 
acoording to présent custom thèse ladies were oyerdiessed» 
ooDseqaently attracted attention which is oertainly veiy 
unpleasant. I regret that fine dressing should be discontinued 
at the Italiens and Grand Opéra ; it gives a prestige to any 
théâtre when the auditory is composed of well-dressed ladies, 
and tben the goatlemen (even those who look the bladœst 
when bills are presented), are obliged to confess that during 
tha long etUf^aciet nothing is more pleasing than to inspect 
the différent toilettes and différent jewels of différent ladies of 
Xink and beauty. *' How beautifol Mrs. So-and-so looked in 
s«di« dreasM' "How beooming that head'-diess was to Miss 
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Such-an-one ! " — are we to hear thèse remarks no more F 
Certainly uot in France, if the présent no-dress moyement 
continues» So Vive la toilette/ at least for the Opéra. 

But as muchas the présent turnof affairs as regards dress 
in Paris is to be deprecated, in like proportion must we regret 
the extent to which dress is carried in London. Even in the 
minor théâtres, we see young ladies wearing low-neoked 
dresses, and decked out with opéra cloaks. I must relate to 
you my expérience in the matter. A short time since, I 
returned to London after a prolonged continental tour, during 
which I had imbibed the customs of the countries I was yiait- 
ing. A few days after my arrivai I was induced by some 
very young cousins to accompany them to Astley's Amphi- 
théâtre, a place of amusement I had never yisited. Eorgetting 
that I was in London I wore my bonnet. I was much sur- 
prised when about entering our box, to find the uther 
intercepting me. " Please ma'am," said he, " take off your 
bonnet; ladies can't wear 'em in the théâtre." Surprised at 
this request — the more so as my '* back hair '^ was somewfaat 
disordered owing to a violent romp with a three-year-old. 
just after dinner, I begged leave to retain the obnoxious 
bonnet ; but ail in vain, the man had received strict orden, 
and I was obliged to doff the article in dispute. I was 
unable to ascertain whether this gênerai uncovering was done 
as a mark of respect for the clown or the horses. Smously 
speaking, how absurd such rules appear to one accustomed to 
the sans-gêne of continental life. That one should be forood 
to go uncovered to a circus, is the height of ridicule. 

As many members of the Orléans family are now lesiding 
in England, the foUowing anecdote may prove of interest. 
The day after the battle of Palestro, a young offîcer belonging 
to the Sardinian cayalry, whose duty it was to transport the 
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Austrîan prisoners to a place of safe keeping, presented him- 
self to Colonel Chabron, of the 3rd Eegiment of Zouaves, to 
receive his orders. The colonel, surprised at the purity of 
the young ofl&cer's French, asked him where he was bom. 
" I am a Frenchman, replied the sub-lieutenant. " What is 
your name ? '* demanded the Colonel. ** De Chartres, nion 
Colonel,*' Seeing surprise depîcted on the Colonel's counte- 
nance at the mention of the name, he added, *' I am the son 
of the Duke of Orléans." Having received his orders he 
withdrew. The Colonel, who relates this anecdote, says that 
he was much touched by the simplicity and gentle bearing of 
this young prince, who has already suffered such cruel 
areverses. 

This story recalls to my mind an anecdote related to me 
a few weeks since, by an American statesman, the Hon. 
Bobert C. Winthrop. Twelve years ago, this gentleman was 
in London, and was invited to luncheon at the house of Miss 
Goutts. Besides the lady hostess and himself, there was but 
one other guest — Prince Louis Napoléon, just then escaped 
£rom the prison at Ham. During the past summer, Mr. 
Winthrop was again in London, and again partook of lun- 
cheon with Miss Coutts. Again there was but one other 
guest — the Comte de Paris ! What a strange coincidence, 
and how great a proof of the mutability of human affairs ! 

The Emperor, Empress, and Prince Impérial leave St. 
€loud this aftemoon, for the Palace at Compiègne. An unli- 
mited crédit has been granted for their réception by the 
municipality of that place, and what with triumphal arches, 
patriotic inscriptions, and grand illuminations, the inhabitants 
«of the little town of Compiègne will hâve great scope for 
showing their loyalty. Among the guests for the first week 
at this fine Impérial residencei are Lord and Lady Cowley. 
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It is said that the Palace has undergone such entire repara» 
tîons as to make ît assume a degree of magnificence ît never 
had before ; among the rooms distinguished for the beauty 
and taste of its arrangement is the Salle des Gardes, This 
spacious and richly-decorated apartment has been embellished 
with ten superb panoplies of chased steel, inlaid with gold and 
silver. They represent the armour wom by the knights of 
the middle âges in France, Spain, England, Gennany, &c., 
also two suits of Oriental armour. The whole of thèse pièces 
are grouped with much laste ; the arms, défensive and ofifen- 
sive, which were then used, radiating from each armour. In 
addition to the always great attraction of a séjour at Com- 
piègne, the invited guests will hâve the benefit, this year, of the 
magnificent English gardens laid out in the forest of Pierre- 
fonds. My readers will remember that Cardinal Eichelieu, 
to cripple the power of the mighty lords of Pierrefonds, caused 
the solid massive stone walls that surround the castle to be split 
down to the earth. Thèse walls, by order of the Emperor, 
hâve been rebuilt ; and such has been the care bestowed upon 
the work that it is impossible to know the new from the 
ancient stone. A corrosive substance which has been applied 
gives to the new portion the time-worn, mouldering appear- 
ance of the old wall. 

Yesterday was *'La Toussaint," or Ail Saints' Day, 
and Paris was en fête. The shops were ail closed, and 
the merry grisettes and artizans fiUed the streets after 
the High-mass in the morning. The day is a day 
of rest — of amusement as well as holiness — to them. 
Mingling with a crowd of persons of the lower-class in 
France does not produce that feeling of discomfort that like 
contact does in England ; hère the women with their clean 
white caps and aprons, the men with their blue blouses, do not 
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présent the aspect of wretched poverty tbat the corresponding 
men and women do in London. And then their conversation 
is always laughing and to a certain degree spirituel. A 
!Fre&chman does not know wbat it is to be snllen ; be is 
eîther angry or pleased. And bow bappy tbey are on a fête 
day. Tbe Erencb certainly ei^'oy life more tban any other 
people. 

A few evenings since I saw in one of our most frequented 

salmu the Duke and Dncbess of M . I observed tbat 

tbe young lady looked carewom ; lines were perceptible in 
ber countenance, wbicb was, wben I last saw ber (before tbe 
marriage), fair and smootb. As sbe moved listlessly aronnd 
tbe spacious rooms I wondered wbetber sbe regretted ber 
barter of youtb and beauty for a ducal coronet. I bave 
beard it asserted tbat tbe old marsbal, ber busband^ 
is Tough and somewbat brutal in bis manner to ber, and 
I fear that tbe bigb-toned, délicate woman is wearing 
away in tbe struggle sbe bas brougbt upon berself. I bave 
once or twice referred to mariages de convenance tbat so often 
occnr in France, and bave regretted tbeir frequency. I fear 
tbat the young Ducbess de M. is another proof against a 
custom that is really a most cruel one. One sees in tbe 
Paris salons or ball-rooms, fair young créatures clinging to 
tbe arms of men who are old enough to be fatbers, and in 
many instances, grandfatbers, to the well-dressed, bejewelled 
beauties ; and a pang of pain most real is felt wben one 
leams that the persons in question are man and wife. Ob, 
Mammon ! truly tbou art most powerful, and bitter is tby 
reign! 
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.LETTEE XXVI. 

Stag Hunt at Gompiègne — A, Discourse on Crinoline — IGn 
Martineau Taken to Task — ^Yisit of the Grand-DQohfliS 
Marie of Russia to Paris — ^The Festivities at Gompiègno— • 
Eestoratîon of the Cathedral of St. Denis — ^The TheatrioaL 
Worid — ^A New Branch of Industry : Hnsbands Beware ! 

Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 9, 1859. 

Heaking tbat there was to be a grand stag-hunt at 
Gompiègne on Friday, I roused myself at a horribly eariy 
hour in order to get to the Chemin de Fer du Nord in time 
for the 9.15 a.m. train. After a sleepy ride of two hours, I 
arrived at Compiègne, and after breakfast proceeded to the 
meet — the Puits du Eoi. The Emperor was not présent» 
but the Empress appeared about one o'clock, followed by the 
guests of the Palace. Her Majesty wore a charming hunting 
costume, composed of green cloth and gold. The Princess 
Âuna Murât was also most becomingly dressed. This fiiir- 
haired cousin of the Emperor is a beautiful créature ; (me 
could almost swear (but ladies do not swear) that the Princess 
was a fresh young English girl; she has ail the Saxon 
cbaracteristics. I was much disappointed to find thaï 
the Empress did not accompany the party to the hunt, but 
retumed immediately to the Palace. The hunters started, 
and soon foun4 a fine ten-antlered stag, which was killed 
after a splendid run of an hour. At night the curée took 
place, but I confess I left Compiègne immediately I fomid 
their Majesties were not going to the hunt. I intend 
Tisiting Compiègne for the next hunt; and shall give my readen 
a detailed description of the château» its guests, and aar- 
roundings. 
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The Empress, it is said» îs to appear at Compîègne in 
dresses made afber her Majest/s own îdea, and if she décides 
in favour of them, no other style will be nsed this winter by 
the fasbionables. Crinolines, so say those to whom tbe 
distinguished lady deigns to commnnicate her ideas, are to 
be totally abolished. Woollen stuffs are to be wom entirely 
for out-door dress, while ail robes are to be made short, that 
is, to touch the ankle. Whether this style of dress will take 
or not, remains to be seen. In the meantime, let ns leave to 
those who can afford to make thèse expensive experiments, 
the privilège of deciding what will be becoming. 'For myseK, 
I must confess, that the lovely and graceful Eugénie herself 
wiU, in my eyes, lose much of her dignity if she adopts 
the short, ungraceful dress which she proposes. I 
remember, last year at Biarritz, that the first time I saw her 
Majesty in the little hat, the tucked-up jpiqué dress, and the 
Balmoral petticoat and boots, I could scarcely divest myself 
of the idea that it was not the same queenlike créature who, 
but two months before, had graciously saluted me on my 
présentation. The long-flowing, ample robe, the magnificent 
diamond crown, had impressed me far less than the dignity of 
manner, combined with that heavenly expression of face, the 
stately carriage, in ail " every inch " an Empress I Hère 
was the lovely face, the beauteous form, the délicate hands 
and feet; but the sweeping dignity had vanished. What 
was the cause ? None other than the différence of dress. 
But if crinoline is abolished, what a triumph for people with 
antediluvian ideas on dress. Miss Martineau, for instance — 
why, her article on this subject in **Once a Week" proves 
that she, at least, has never wom a crinoline. She says : 
" The prodigious weight of the modem petticoat, and the 
difficulty of getting it ail into the waistband^ créâtes a 
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necessity for oompressing and loading the waist în a manner 
most injurious to health." Ail my lady readers will agrée 
with me when I déclare this to be an egregious mistake ; 
a crinoline gives more tournure than half-a-dozen stiffly- 
starched petticoats. That Miss Martineau is writing in the 
dark will be évident to ail ladies wbo use ciinolines. We 
are ail aware tbat tbey bave a waistband, fitting as com- 
fortably as tbat of any otber petticoat. I meet in my daily 
rambles an old gentleman, wbo wears tigbt-kneed breecbes, 
powders bis bair, and dons a long-tailed, bigb-coUared coat, 
dating back to tbe days of tbe Restoration. I am firmly 
persuaded tbat tbis relie of former times bas as mucb 
objection to tbe présent style of dress for gentlemen as is 
evinced by good old Miss Martineau against crinolines. Sbe 
does not know tbe comfort of one on a bot summer's day, 
or sbe would not rail at tbem. 

Tbe Grand-Ducbess Marie of Leucbtenberg bas arrived 
at tbe Hôtel du Louvi'e. Her Impérial Higbness is invited 
to Compiègne, and leaves on tbe 20tb. Tbis Princess is 
employing ber stay in Paris in visiting tbe différent places of 
interest in tbe capital. Tbe day before yesterday tbe Hôtel 
Cluny, tbat depository of so many interesting relies of tbe 
middle âges, was bonoured by a visit of ber Higbness of 
Eussia. Tbe Emperor bas placed several of tbe Impérial 
équipages at ber disposai, and bas detacbed one of bis aides- 
de-camp to attend upon ber Higbness during ber stay in 
Paris. Yesterday, tbe Grand-Ducbess was expected at the 
Hôtel des Invalides, but knowing probably tbat it was the 
intention of tbe^ Emperor to visit ber, tbe Princes and Prin- 
cesses, cbildren to ber Higbness, went alone to tbe Invalides. 
An interesting sigbt was furnisbed to tbem; twenty-four 
soldiers wbo served in Italy from 1805 to 1814, under the 
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oarders of the Prince Yiceroy, were assembled in the Eefeetoiy. 
Thèse vétérans had been brought together because tke Ghrand- 
Dacbess had expressed a désire to see the companions in amis 
of her father-in-law. The Emperor arrived in Paris from 
Compiègae at half-past two, and entered the gâte of the 
Grand Hôtel du Louvre at ten minutes to three on a visit to 
the Grand-Duchess. His Majesty was in a small covered 
caarrîage, without the slightest escort; but the crowd soon 
disoovered their sovereign, in spite of the modesty of the 
équipage, and forthwith set up the etemal shout for his long 
life and health, which by this time must hâve become per- 
fiscily insupportable to his Impérial ears. 

A little before four o'clock the Emperor paid a visit to 
Prince Jérôme at the Palais Koyal. His Impérial Highnesft 
is still ill, though they say he is recovering slowly. Affcer 
this visit the Emperor entered the Palace of the Tuileries, 
but left in time for the five o'clock train for Compiègne. Last 
Sunday ail the guests of the first séries of invitations bade 
adieu to their Majesties, and left for Paris in a spécial train ; 
the second séries of invités arrived in the afbemoon of the 
same day. Among other guests of their Majesties are Lord 
and Lady Strafford, Count and Countess Walewski, and the 
Prince and Princess Czartoriski. The Duchess de Malakhoff, 
irith the Duke, hâve also passed a week at Compiègne with 
their Majesties. 

The young Prince Napoléon Bonaparte, son of the Prince 
de Canino, who was lately married at Rome to the Princess 
Euspoli, bas arrived in Paris with his bride. The âge of the 
Prince is twenty, and that of the Princess, seventeen. 

AU my readers who hâve been in Paris hâve no doubt 
visited the magnificent Cathedral of St. Denis — ^the last rest- 
ing-place of French Boyalty. Extensive works are to be 
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execnted there ; a snperb monument is to be erected to tàe 
Emperor Napoléon I. — below the transept is to be constmcted 
a yault for the Napoleonian dynasty ; ail the rich tombs wbidi 
are now piled up in the damp Taults of the crypt, are to be 
replaced in the choir and the nave ; ail the paintings are to 
be removed firom the piHars, the ogives, the chapels, and the 
walls round the choir, in order to give them agaia the déco- 
ration of the middle âges, of which one or two chapels still 
remaining intact will serve as models ; and lastly, to rebuild 
the two small spires over the principal entrance. Thèse im- 
provements will make the already magnificent Cathedral one 
of the most interesting in the world, though I should think 
having a vault constructed for the Napoleonian dynasty would 
make the Emperor feel rather lugubrious. 

We hâve had several novelties in the theatrical line during 
the past week. At the Italiens, Madame Borghi-Mamo bas 
made her rentrée in the Barbiere di Seviglia, and was much 
applauded by her old admirers. Gardoni sang à ravir in this 
opéra ; his soft délicate notes are admirable in the sérénade. 
At the TVançais, the Duc Job, a new comedy, bas created a 
very favourable impression. The fine comedian, Got, plays 
the principal character ; his personation bas contributed in a 
great measure to the success of the play. At the Odeon, Le 
Passé d'une Femnie has met with some rather severe criticism, 
but seems to please the gênerai audience. Novelty is ail they 
care for — they will go to the théâtre, and only désire to see 
something new. The Yariétés has produced a new pièce 
called Monsieur Jules, which was laughed at, and so is a 
success. 

A branch of industry exists in Paris which I am sure has 
never been thought of in England. The foUowing story wiU 
ezplain this singular mode of gaining a livelihood : The land^ 
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lord of one of the houses near ihe Boulevards had, as lodgers, 
an old man and bis daughter ; the father was an employé at 
one of the ministries, to which place he went every moming, 
and only retumed in the evening ; during the day the young 
girl amused herself in feeding her birds and watering the 
flowers which decorated their modest apartment. One day 
the old man fell ill, and as the rent-day was approaching, the 
kind-hearted landlord called upon the daughter and said, 
" Mademoiselle, your father has been ill for some time now, 
. and I know that he no longer receives his monthly salary — 
do not trouble yourself about the rent — you will pay it the 
next quarter, or the next, if you like ; I cannot bear to think 
that, combined to the grief that your father's illness occasions 
you, should be added uneasiness about money." "Thank 
you a thousand times. Monsieur ; fortunately, I hâve no need 
of your kind offer. My father's salary is stopped, but then, 
I earn enough to keep us both." " You eam — why I ne ver 
see you at work," said the gentleman. " Not in the day- 
time, 'tis true, but in the evening I am constantly employed.'* 
" Would it be an indiscrétion to ask you what you do ? '* said 
the landlord. " I am an avançeme d^ ouvrage " (an advancer 
of work). " And what, pray, is that ? '* " Why, you see. 
Monsieur, there are an immense number of ladies who begin 
ail sorts of fancy-work, crochet, worsted work, or knitting and 
such things, on which they work in the evening — sometimes 
when the husband goes out to the club, the opéra, or any 
other place to which Madame does not happen to accompany 
him ; the lady, perhaps, has an engagement of her own, to 
which, as soon as Monsieur is out of the house, she Aies ; the 
fancy work is brought to me, or I go and fetch it, and the 
next moming, bright and early, I take it back. After break- 
&st Madame exhibits triumphantly her work of the evening 
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before, and Monsieur praises lier industry, never dreaming 
that Madame was amusing herself, and that other hands haye 
made the évident progress in the work." The landlord 
retired, greatly astonished at the lengths which female 
(Parisian) intellect attains, and determined for the future to 
keep a strict eye upon his own wife, for fear of her employing 
an avançeuse d'ouvrage. 



LETTER XXVII. 



The ComiDg Season in Paris — ^Fashionable Arrangements — A 
Good Word for the Crinoline — ^The Queen and the Soldier- 
Artist— The Disabled Ténor— The Schiller Festival in Paris 
— Singular Trial for Poisoning — ^The Empress's Pête Day — 
Impérial Visitors in Paris — New Russian Organ in Paris — 
Acquittai of the Prisoner for the Theft of M. Hua's Child 
— General Scott's Mission to San Juan. 

Paris, Wednesday, November 16, 1859. 
Due fashionable season has begun in eamest, and I shall 
soon hâve ample matter for my w^eekly letter, giving you the 
détails of the Court réceptions, balls, and concerts, as well as 
those that are giveu by Ministers and members of the Corps 
Diplomatique. Those even the most wedded to the pleasures 
of country life, must return soon ; and, once ail the absentées 
back, Paris will each night revel and dance to sweet strains, 
while beautiful women, from North, South, East, and West, 
"will gaily and gracefuUy glide through the season, each coa- 
tributing her share to the universal holiday. I say holiday, 
because in the winter months Paris is fiUed with pleasure- 
seekers ail anxious to enjoy the manifold amusements hère 
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fùrnished to Eortune's favoimtes. Il wouLd seem as tbough 
they were determined to drain to the dregs the cup of 
pleasure, and nought that French ingenuity can invent ia left 
nndone to satisfy thèse cravings. Magnificent équipages filled 
with gaily-dressed women roll along the Champs Elysées and 
the avenues of the Bois de Boulogne, while at night we find 
our opéras and salons crowded with the beauty and wit which 
the world contributes to the demands of the Parisian season. 
The fair daughter of the North exhibits her rounded shoulders 
and blonde hair in the same salon where we admire the dark 
flashing eye and graceful supple form of the child of the 
sunny South. They are ail hère — England, Russia, Austria, 
C^ermany, Italy, Spain, in fact, ail the world is represeiited in 
a réunion in the salons of our élite ; and wealth, that great 
roler of us ail, lends its aid to magnify and decorate this 
assemblage of the great and the powerful of ail lands. A 
Parisian salon cannot be equaUed in this respect, for Paris is 
the centre of fashion. Hère the Goddess of Pleasure has 
erected her temple, and hère must come her worshippers. 

Last winter, the Countess de Momy, as well as the 
Conntess Walewski and Mme. Fould, wife of the Minister of 
State, gave each a masked bail. They were aU so successful 
that it is said thèse leaders of the ton intend to give a séries 
of masquerades tlds winter, at which no one will be admitted 
imless in fancy dress. At the Tuileries there will be two 
masked baUs during the season, both of which are to be 
unnsually magnificent. Thèse rumoured pleasures hâve be^i 
■spoken of since it has become a settled fact that Prince 
Jérôme has quite recovered from the dangerous illness that 
had lately aitacked his Highness. After the January récep- 
tion there will be a bail given at the Tuileries each fortnight. 
We «le also to hâve Bevend balls given at the Hôtel de Ville, 
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upon which occasion thé scène presented is one that baffles 
description. Many of my readers hâve, I dare say, attended 
balls at the Hôtel de Ville, and aU will agrée with me, when 
I say that tlieir splendour and magnificence are unriyalled, 
and that one's dreams of fairy land are there realisèd. 

But what, one naturally asks, is to be the fashion for 
dresses this winter? For the moment it is impossible to 
reply. It cannot be that the dresses reaching but to the 
anlde wiU find their way into the baUroom ; that the corsages 
aie getting shorter and shorter waisted is beyond dispute— in 
fact, when 

" I look into the future^ far as human eye can see," 

the unpleasing spectacle of the unbecoming modes of the 
First Empire is presented to my gaze. Are we then to be led 
to the slaughter like innocent lambs, and forced to désert the 
long crinoline, the long flowing skirt, and well-adjusted 
corsage ? Ladies, to the rescue ! Down with the efforts of 
the novelty-seeking French marchandes, who, for the sake of 
the crédit of a new idea, and the hope of base gain, would 
force upon us an unbecoming costume. Liberty and crinoline 
for ever. 

A pretty story is told by the Lyons joumals of an act of 
benevolence, donc by the Queen of HoUand, who has lately 
been sojouming in that town. In passing through the MuBée 
one might daily see a young soldier, who occupied in copyîng 
the old masters, the hours of leisure which his service 
allowed him. He was terminating a remarkable copy of a 
MuriUo, when a foreign lady approached and asked him where 
he acquired his taste for painting. He told her that he had 
leoeived lessons fipom Horace Vemet, but belng unfortunate 
enoogh to draw an unlucky nmnber in the Conscription^ and 



176 FHOTOOBAFHS OP PABI8 LIFE. 

too poor to purchase a substitute, he bore bis fate patiently, 
determining to dévote as mucb time as possible to tbe 
cberisbed art. Tbe fair stranger asked tbe soldier bow mucb 
be expected to get for tbe picture be bad just finisbed ; upon 
bis naming tbe priée, tbe lady said " (feat bien, I will give 
you double tbat sum." Tbe deligbted artist-soldier inquired 
tbe name of bis benefactress, wbo laugbingly answered, 
"Send your picture to tbe Queen of Holland, wbo is 
determined to find a way wbicb will allow you to give 
yourself up exclusively to tbe perfection of tbe art for wbicb 
you bave so decided and cbarming a talent." Tbe iUustrious 
lady bas kept ber promise, it is said, and tbe gratefcd artist is 
now no longer obliged to perform tbe military duties wbicb 
were so irksome to bim, wbose wbole deligbt was in tbe culture 
of tbe art, in pursuance of wbicb be met tbe noble Queen, wbo 
bas sbown berself as gênerons and sympatbetic as sbe is 
beautiful and accompHsbed. 

In tbe salmis of our music-loving fasbionables, Eoger, tbe 
tmfortunate ténor wbo lost bis arm by an accident tbis 
summer, is still tbe topic of conversation. It was asserted 
tbat Eoger bad rebearsed bis rôle in tbe Eeine de Chypre (in 
wbicb be figbts a duel) witbout tbe sligbtest difficulty, and 
tbat tbat opéra would soon be produced at tbe Académie. 
Tbis, it appears, is not so; Boger bas come up j&om bis 
country bouse but once since tbe accident. He is to bave a 
benefit at tbe tbeatre, tbe scène of bis former triumpbs, and 
it was to speak of tbis tbat Eoger came up to Paris. 
It is said tbat tbe ténor is ratber disappointed in tbe 
mecbanical arm wbicb bas been made for bim, but Cbarriere^ 
as a proof of tbe perfection to wbicb be bas carried tbese 
false members, introdaced to Eoger a gentleman wbo took 
off and put on bis bat, caixied a stick, used knife and fork 
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&c., the said gentleman having a false arm. Eoger was 
mucli moved and delighted at the perfect ease with which the 
arm was used. 

The Schiller festival given in the Cirque de Tlmpératrioe 
attracted an immense crowd, your correspondent among the 
number. After a great deal of crowding and elbow-punching, 
I contrived to get a seat, in which I remained four mortal 
hours listening to hoarse singers, discordant instruments, cries 
of babies, and growls of parents. The immense circus was a 
cold as any circus would be in the middle of November 
without auy fire, and situated in an open space like the 
Champs Elysées. During the delicious intervais when the 
hoarse ladies with the dreadful German names were not 
sÎDging, I amused myself decyphering a German programme, 
which was generously distributed to the audience, who for the 
most part knew as little of that mellifluous tongue as I do of 
the mode of conversation used by South Sea Islanders. After 
a little brain-cudgeUing, and the assistance of a German 
gentleman, upon whom I bestowed as many gracions smiles 
as my freezing situation would permit, being intenselj 
delighted at my managing to understand nearly ail he said, I 
read the programme, whose beading was as follows : " Fête 
given in honoùr of the birth of ScMUer in the Cirque de 
l'Impératrice.'* Just as I was about to break out into a fit of 
laughter at the idea of Schiller* s being bom in the Cirque de 
l'Impératrice, two horrible realities forced themselves upon 
me; onc was, that the German gentleman whom I fondly 
supposed had becn conversing with me in his native tongue, 
had been using a sort of mélange of English and Erenchy 
which rudely set aside my self-satisfied idea of being a 
linguist ; the other was, that I was getting very hoarse. I 
hod caught cold« whiot <>^ •«A the petty " iUs that flesh is heir 
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to,'' is to me the most unbearable. Although the reoeipts- 
were large, the Schiller festival was notf on the Tvhole, satis- 
factory, and I doubt mnch if a hundred years hence tbere will 
be 80 nomerous an auditoiy — certainly not if I were consulted. 
I must not forget a fine march by Meyerbeer, which is 
worthy, in eveiy way, of the great composer's réputation ; but 
iddch, on the evening in question, was evidently performed 
after too few rehearsals, for there was certainly a want of 
accord, j&om time to time, among the performers. The 
leceipts of the festival amounted to 20,000f., and the 
expenditnre to 14,000f. 

A singular case has been tried hère, which shows the 
danger ansing firom the use of rouge and powder. An actor 
named Damy, was attacked some weeks ago, while perform- 
ing at the Odéon, with violent colics, and the symptoms o£ 
poisoning ; having consulted a physidan, the latter came to 
the conclusion that the powder Damy used contaîned poison. 
Aa several other actors and actresses hâve sufEered in the same 
way, a complaint was made against two perfumers, named 
!Fay and Madame Dasse, who hâve just been tried for selling 
pearl powder in which there was carbonate of lead. In 
addition to Damy, several performers of the Palais Boyal 
Théâtre stated that they had suffered £rom the use of the 
defendant's powder. Certificates were put in from other 
actresses, dedaring that they had used it without inconve- 
nience ; but as, however, chemists dedared that it contained 
poison, the tribunal condemned the défendants each to three 
months iroprisonment and 500f. fine. 

Testerday (lôth), was the Empress's fête day. The 
théâtres in Paris were ail illuminated last night, but owing 
to* the absence of their Majesties, the J&e was uoi ao 
fluxroughly obseryed as it would otherwiae hâve beeiu Many 
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private eharities were bestowed by order of hier Majesty, and 
a number of ebildren admitted into différent sckools aod 
académies ai the expense of lier Majesty • 

The Grand-Duchess of Leuchtenberg is still in Pans ; sbe 
viaited j^esterday the Palais de Justice. Her Highness was 
accompanied by her eldest son, aged ten years, and her two 
dao^ters; one of thèse, the Princess Marie, is the mo6t 
beautifiil child I ever saw. The Prefect de Police waa 
waiting in the Cour d'honneur to receiye her Highness, who, 
accompanied by him, visited the Sainte Chapelle and the 
Conciergme. In the latter place the Duchess entered the 
dungeon of Marie Antoinette, which was also visited by the 
Grand-Duke Constantine when he was last in Paris. 

Spealdng of the Grand-Duke reminds me that a new 
Sussian; organ, La Gazette du Nord^ which has just appeared 
in Paris, publishes a most interesting journal of the voyage 
lately made by his Impérial Highness. The author was in 
the Duke's suite, and is the editor of the Gazette. Captaiii 
de Humine, the person in questioa, intends, so say my 
gentlemen acquaintances who talk politics, to show up to aU 
Europe, in his journal, the Eussian people, their institutions 
and cnstoms, under the impression that when better knowB 
they will be better liked. 

You wiU remember that some weeks since I mentioned 
the thefiî of M. Hua's child, and the conséquent agitation 
which prevailed in Paris. As ail your readers are aware, the 
woman who stole the child was arrested in Orléans and 
brought to Paris for trial. I am sure you will be as much 
«stoniidied as I was upon hearing that the jury acquitted the 
woman^ upon the ground that she was not a responsible 
agent» haying committed the crime while under the influence 
ttf hyateria* She is now at large, and may, I suppose, walk 
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into the Tuilerise and strangle the first babe she meets, and 
hysteria would again be at fanlt. Truly the ways of Jiistîce 
are mysterious. 

Tour readers are doubtless ail aware of the fact that 
Lieutenant-General Scott, Commander-in-Chief of the United 
States forces, has been sent by Président Buchanan to San 
Juan, to settle matters between General Hamey, who has 
talcen possession of that island, and Govemor Douglas, Her 
Majesty's Eepresentative in British Columbia. The American 
Général, going, I suppose, upon the principle that possession 
is nine points in the law, at once put some of his men upon the 
island of San Juan, and claimed it in the name of the United 
States. Gt)Yemor Douglas refosed to aUow this claïai, and 
now the matter is being considered by the American and 
English Cabinets. AU Americans look upon General Scott's 
mission as one of Peace ; let us hope he may succeed in cany- 
ing out his instructions in such a manner that the world may 
not hâve the spectacle of a quarrel or struggle between two 
nations spealdng the same language and having the same 
great God-given mission of civilization and progress. A few 
evenings since, I was with a number of mutual Mends in the 
s(U(m of Mrs. Lieutenant-General Scott. This lady has for 
many years resided in Paris. During the course of the even- 
ing, one of the persons présent found in Mrs. Scott's album 
the foUowing lines addressed by her to her hasband. I was 
stmck by the tone and sentiments of thèse most opportune 
verses, and begged permission to send them to you — ^in fact, 
I may say I triumphantly bore them off. Tour readers will 
allow me to explaîn that General Scott lefb New Tork en 
route for Califomia in the steamer Star of the West The 
lines will possess additional value, if only £rom the fact that, 
save to the G^eral to whom they are addiessed and the few 
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Mends présent the evening in question, they are as yet 
unknown. 

" Oh, Star of the West ! throw thy radiance benign, 
Unchanging and strong, on the warrior's way ! 
May the waves that surronnd him, through favour diyine, 
Be as instrous and càhn. as thine own cheering ray ! 

•The hero of many a battle' goes now 
More joyfally forth on a mission of peace ; 

Oh, Star of the West ! be the prototype, thou, 
Of success, whose pure blessings shall never snrcease. 

God prosper the barque that hath borrowed thy name; 

Supplications heart-bom to Hîs throne are addressed. 
For the good and the brave and the pious who claim 

Our dévotion, our prayers, in the * Star of the West.' 

They go ail unarmed (save with holiest views), 

The ills of ambition and strife to arrest, 
For the spirit of St. John (loved apostle) imbues 

Hearts now seeking his isle in the * Star of the West.' 

Unarmed they will land mid contention and wrath. 
But on high 'tis ordained that 'peacemakers be blest;* 

They will follow once more their long, long océan path, 
And regain their own shores with the 'Star of the West.* 

Sail on, gallant Scott ! true disciple of Yirtue ! 

Whose justice and faitb every danger will breast; 
Avert the sad conflict — Heaven will not désert yon ; 

There are angels on guard round the ' Star of the West.' " 
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LETTEE XXVm. 

Testivities at Compiègne — ^The Empress Eugénie in a New Cha- 
racter — ^Amiability of Her Majestj — ^Theatrical News — The 
Latest Eashions — ^Erench Eeeling towards England. 

Paris^ Wednesday, November 23, 1859. 

The festiyities at Campiègne hâve reached their zénith. The 
Grand-Duchess Marie of Leuchtenberg left the Hôtel du 
Louvre, yesterday, for the Impérial résidence. Prince and 
Princess Mettemich, who were înduded in the first list of 
yisitors, haye retumed by spécial invitation of their Majes- 
ties. The compaoies of the Gymnase, Odéon, and Yaudeville 
Théâtres hâve ail performed before the Court . this week. 
The comédie de salon, or private theatricals, hâve also been 
much in vogue this season. M. Octave Feuillet, the cele- 
brated writer, now visiting at the château, was requested by 
the Empress to write dLjproverbe. The author of the " Jeune 
Homme Pauvre" instantly complied, and produoed, it is said, 
the most spiritual of ail his pièces of this kind. It so 
pleased the Empress that her Majesty herself honoured the 
smtliar by performing the principal part in. the présence of 
her guests.* It is said that the Empress did this, as she does 
everythiag, most charmingly ; but I must confess that in my 
opinion it was a mangue de dignité in her Majesty, which 
soiprised me extremely. The râle oi Sovereign is a difficult 
enough one to perform, without attempting those in comédies. 
The Dowager Empress of Eussia, now at Nice, has been 
invited by the Emperor to pass some time at the Tuileries, 
after her retum from the south of France. The Emperor of 
Eussia has sent a spécial despatch to the Emperor Napoléon, 

* The pièce is called " Le Portrait de la Marquise." 
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ibankmg bim for tlie extrême kmdness shown by bimiself BSaà 
tbe Empress to tlie Grand-Dudliess now visiting Compiègne. 

I hâve heard a little anecdote which shows that ihe 
oharity of the Empress is most imostentations. A few days 
ago, when their MiE^'esties were waUdng in the fork with 
their gaests, a little girl of about nine or ten years of âge» 
seatty, but poorly clad, met the Impérial party ; on perceÎT' 
ing the Empress the child gare a shout of joy, mshed tip 
frantieally and threw her arms around her Majesty's neck. 
The Empress retnmed the embrace, and then inquîred kmdlj 
after the child's mother. " She is better/' said the little girl^ 
*' and offcen wonders when you are coming to see os, chère 
dame.*' "Ishall come soon," said the Empress, smiling; 
•* give her this for me, and now au revoir.^' The ladies and 
gentleman of the party were anxious to know how the 
Empress conld hâve discovered those poor people, who livcd 
qaite at the extremityofthe town of Compiègne, withoutthe 
people themselves knowing who was their benefactress ; they 
afterwards found ont that the Empress was in the habit of 
rising at an early honr and going quite miattended into the 
poor quarters of the town and distribnting alms to those in 
distress. Ever sinoe her first visit to Compiègne she has 
done this, and had it not been for the accidentai meeting of 
the little girl, who explained to the ladies and gentlemen that 
the '* lady,'' pointing to the Empress, had been a bon angeXo 
them and to many others in the village, this act of diaiity 
would hâve remained unknown. It is said that the Ikn- 
peror, on the discoveiy of his noble spouse's generosity cf 
heart, Idssed her hand in présence of ail the gaests, and 
dedared that every day developed some new and charming 
trait in the amiable Eugénie. 

At the Lyriqne we foe having Glnck's fine opéra O rpkA , 




184 . PHOTOGRAPHS OF PABIS LITE. 

"witli Madame Yiardot in the principal part. Mademoiselle 
38X, a pupil of Madame Ugalde, takes the part of Eurydice. 
This Mademoiselle Sax has a fine Yoice, and has improved 
wonderfully since her first appearance at the Lyrique^ 
Monsieur Car^alho, manager at the théâtre, hearj this young 
person singing at one of the free concert-rooma on the Boule- 
vards ; struck with her voice, he offered her a situation at tlie 
Lyrique, at which théâtre she made her first appearance as 
the Countess Almayiva in Les Noces de Figaro — ^no small 
undertaking for a débutante, especially as Mademoiselle Duprez 
had made an immense hit in the same part. She succeeded, 
however, and may be regarded as one of the fixed favourites 
of the Lyrique audience. At the Italiens, Rigoletto has been 
lepeated, with Morini as the libertine Duke, instead of Grar- 
doni. The change is not an agreeable one to the habituée of 
the Italiens, although I suppose it is donc to relieve Gardoni, 
who has been singing constantly since the opening of the 
théâtre. A Madlle. Dottini, who plays the jester's daughter, 
came very near being whistled at — that being the Parisian 
mode of hissing — ^inher cavatina, for although in the duo with 
Graziani she passes muster, during the rest of the opéra she 
is frightful. MadUe. Dottini is said to be a French lady of 
large fortune, who, for the pleasure of seeing the audience of 
the Italiens yawn and smile while she is singing, pays 
Monsieur Calzado a nightly sum. If she has any perception 
at ail, the last performance of Rigoletto will suffîoe to show 
her how utterly unfit she is for the task she has taken upon 
herself. At the Bouffes, the long-expected Geneviève de 
Brabant has at last been produced. Like aU French pièces 
of this dass, Geneviève de Brabant possesses no literary merit, 
though the amusing incidents and sprightly music will doubt- 
.kss ensure it a long run. A song expressive of the emo- 
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tions attendant upon gambling is well sung by Madlle. 
Nautin. This spiightly little actress plays five characters in 
the pièce. Madlle. Maresclial, who personates Geneviève, 
is a handsome woman and wears some magnificient costumes^ 
«specially the last^ whicli is composed of scarlet yelvet and 
gold, while on lier head is placed a beautifiil crown, a per- 
fect imitation of one wbich for centuries bas formed part of 
the Crown jewels of France. 

Her Highness the Grand-Duchess Marie, accompanied by 
the Duke de Leuchtenberg, honoured the Bouffes with their 
présence on the second représentation of this new pièce. T 
was présent on the same occasion, and sat immediately next 
to her Highness, and consequently had an excellent view of 
her. She has rather a handsome face, but is decidedly 
inclined to embonpoint. When in the course of the pièce 
they danced the everlasting gah^ infernal her Impérial 
Highness forgot that ail eyes were upon her, and gave herself 
up to a fit of laughter, the heartiness of which the meanest 
of us might envy. 

I can scarcely mention anything new as regards dresses^ 
but in lingerie we hâve some novelties, or rather old fashions 
revived, a description of which may prove of interest to 
the ladies. For moming and visiting collars, the fashionable 
lingères are making us small all-rounders, in exact imitation 
of those wom by the gentlemen ; they are veiy becoming. 
The sleeve to be wom with this is exactly like a gentleman' s 
fihirt sleeve, and cuff falling over the hand, and not tumed 
back in the usual style. Both sleeves and collar are made of 
linen. Another pretty style is the col à revers. To use this 
shape the dress must be eut open in the front ; the collar 
has lappets, which tum over, leaving the neck slightly 
exposed. To avoid taking cold while adopting this pretty 
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4xiQsr, the ladies tie about thdbr necks a cravat, made oC 
white muslin and trimmed witfai a deep Yalencieimes. The 
haw and ends fit in exactly wliere the coUar is open, and ilie 
effect is light and becoming. I mnst mention that with tbe 
jGorst collar must be wom a cravat again like those of the 
gentlemen, called, I think, in London the " tubular tie." I 
advise ail your lady readers to tiy this coUar; it is ex* 
tremely becoming,, though when it was first described to me i 
fancied it could not be yery lady-Hke ; on inspection ï find it 
Î8, however. They are trying veiy hàrd to bring into fasbion 
the coloured stocldngs so mnch used in England, but the 
ladies hère are afiraid of adopting them on accomit of its 
lendering them conspicuous. They are very much wom by 
the Ëmpress and her ladies at Compiègne, but for waUdng on 
the Boulevards nnth them requires a fixed détermination not 
to be stared out of countenance. 

Among the French familles of my acquaintanoe, the greater 
portion possess some maie member who belongs to the ormy; 
Thèse persons are now in the hurry of getting ready for the 
expédition to China ; it is quite extraordinary to observe tbe 
villingness and gaiety with which they prépare for this 
distant expédition, to a land which is hardly known to them* 
They seem to be glad, however, that the English aie to go 
with them ; in fact, wherever I go among the Fxendi I hear 
constant expressions of goodwiQ towards our people. The 
French say they cannot understand why, just at the very 
moment that the EngHsh are better appreoiated and bked 
than ever before in France, our leading moming joumals should 
keep up such a continuons cry about a French invasion. I 
lieord it plaînly hinted, the other day, and that too by a 
politîcal personage, that the object of the Times and MerM 
WM to excite unjust indignation towards France, which wfwU 
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pardon an invasion npon that couotry by England. ThÔB^ 
howeyer, is a poHtioal intricaoy wbich ladies fortunately noed 
not tonnent themselves abont, leaving to their wiser better 
balves the task of settHng matters. Settle them amicabily; 
gentlemen, for war is disastrousio both parties; leayingevei 
the Victor weakened and Teduced. 



LETTEE XXIX. 



Impérial Doiags at Compiègne — Crinoline Doomed at last— A. 
Russian Princess's Bail Dress — A Word on the Lateflt 
Eashions — Operatic Novelties — The Pomp of Royalty laâd 
aside. 

Paris, Wednesday, November 30, 1859. 

That the day fixed for the retiim of the Court is near Bk 
hand is évident from the army of servants and workmen vribjo 
may be seen every day at the Tuileries laying down carpets» 
hanging curtains, brushing, dusting, painting, &c. Lnggage 
vans are also disgorging their precious contents into tbe 
Grande Cour d'Honneur, while from thence they aie 
transferred into the différent rooms of the Palace. Althongk 
the Tuileries is very gorgeous, their Impérial M^'esties masit 
certainly regret their home-like and comfortable Compiègne, 
with its cosy rooms and lovely gardens. A grand theatrical 
représentation was given at that place a few nights ago. A new 
pièce, called Les Petites Mains, was acted by the performers «f 
the Vaudeville, The Salle de Sjpectacle at Compiègne is not veiy 
krge^ but is handsome, being richly hung with red eilk aad 
gold. There is no Impérial box — ^the Emperor, Empvesi, 
and in^nal family being seated opposite the stage in tlie 
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balcon — ^to the right and left of them are the ladies and 
gentlemen, invited guests of , their Majesties, and as many 
others as hâve the good fortune to possess that useftd article, 
a j&iend at Court, who manages to get them a seat. In the 
tier above are the wives of the functionaries and magistrates. 
In the seats highest of ail are the non-commissîoned officers 
of the garrison of Compiègne, and part of the Impérial 
household. The doors open at eight for the public, while at 
half-past the Court enters. This is the signal for a gênerai 
rising, but no acclamation, and when the Emperor and 
Empress are seated eveiybody sits. It is Count Bacchiochi 
who assigns his place to each guest, and everything is done 
without the sUghtest noise or confusion. A grand sight it is 
when the whole company has arrived and are seated. First 
there is the " beauteous Majesty" of France, Eugénie ; then 
the Impérial cousins, the newly-wedded bride firom Sardinia ; 
représentatives of most of those noble houses from our own 
dear isle; wealth, beauty, and fashion from aU countries; 
but to me by far the most attractive object then assembled 
within that hall of gaiety, are the cold blue eyes, the melan- 
choly smile, the unchanging countenance— upon which the 
émotions of within are never reflected — of the far-sighted, 
dear-thinking Napoléon, Emperor of the French. The Queen 
of HoUand, who is accounted one of the esprit-forts of Europe, 
was asked why she was so silent and seemingly embarrassed 
in the présence of the Emperor, the Queen naively repUed 
" I am afraid of him ! " About the middle of the performance 
j%£reshments are handed to aU the guests, even to those in 
the orchestra, stalls, and pit. The pièce went off weU, and a 
magnificent supper was served to the artistes in the fine dining 
. hall. When the performance has given especial pleasure, the 
^Emperor and Empress enter and compliment the actors on 
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the excellent manner in which they liave acqnitted themselves. 
Sometimes, but rarely, their Majesties send the next day 
some handsome présent to the fortunate perfonner who has 
pleased in his acting. Thus it is said that Dupuis, of the 
Gymnase, has several fine présents, many set in precious 
stones, received firom their Majesties ; while Bressant, of the 
Français, has a portrait of the Emperor, entirely snrrounded 
with large diamonds of the first water. 

It appears that the Impérial fiât has gone forth as regards 
crinoline, as I observe some of our élégantes already walkîng 
up and down the Champs Elysées, like Dorothy Draggletail, 
performing the ignominious ojfiice of streetsweeper, with silks 
at twelve shillings a yard. Eather an expensive broom, you 
wlQ say, but " que voulez voua y' thèse ladies must be in the 
fashion. In spite of this, I cannot help thinking that when 
the Empress retums to Paris, and résumes her sway as 
Empressof fashion, as vrell as the Empress of the countiy, 
she wiU repent of her hasty decree, and retum again to the 
much-abused crinoline. The fact of several of the celebrated 
crinoline-makers taking ont patents at the présent moment, 
is also a favourable sign ; and then the tulle bail dresses» 
which will be the grande mode again this year, how can they 
be wom without crinoline ? 

Speaking of thèse tuUe bail dresses, I wiQ take the Hberty 
of describiag one I saw yesterday at one of the grand dress- 
makers, destined for a Eussian prinoess. The undersUp was 
of white satin, over this was a skirt of tulle bouillonné, which 
was covered with a shower of golden stars, the corsage of the 
same. The dressmaker told me that the head-diess was 
composed of five stars set in diamonds; a large one in the 
centre, and diminishing in size at the sides ! Imagine the 
effect of this toilette on a young and beautifol créature, that 
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ereatnre possession the additional lustre of being a princess» 
md this her toilette for the first bail after her manôage. 
Another destined for the same person was composed of tolk 
of a pale délicate water-green, the skirt made with. large 
boaiUonnés andloopedup at irregolar distances with branches of 
graceful hanging sea-weed — ^this was called veiy appropriately 
the " Naiad." 

Gold braid is being extensively introduced into ladies's 
i^parel this year ; It first begau with the Zouave jacket, and 
ÎB now invading cloaks, dresses, and even bonnets; for cloaks 
Uis uot pretty — in the first place, it tamishes qnicldy, and,. 
ia the second (to my idea), it has & itagey or theatricaL look, 
which every lady with qniet tastes wishes to avoid. For 
dresses the same remark may be made — for the Zouave, the 
Httle house jacket for cold weather, ifc is Hvely, new, and 
ooquettish. The modiste of the Princess Mathilde has sent 
her Impérial Highness the foUowing bonnet, which is very 
rich and qaite novel. The body of the bonnet is composed 
of black velvet embroidered with gold; on the left hand are 
placed two rosettes of black lace, a small gold chain falls from 
eachof the rosettes, having at the end a smàll gold bail. The 
cortam and edge or border of the bonnet are made of white 
tulle, covered with a rich blîick lace ; strings, black velvet 
embroidered with gold. I saw this bonnet made in another 
oolour, which was much more élégant ; the bonnet as well as 
fhe dress and doak were of a rich daret colour, this, with 
gloves beurre fi'aU, made one of the most beautifal carnage 
tioilettes I ever saw. A handsome bonnet for a brunette was 
made of black velvet, the crown of gold-coloured satin quilted, 
éevered with a handsome black lace cuctain lined with yellow 
WHSn» 

•l«m smprised ta see the oontmxied suoceaa of Glnck'ji 
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Orphée ai the Lyrique. We ail know that the music, thou^ 
grand and imposing, is not ai ail calcnlated to suit the tastes 
of the masses, especîally when those masses are composed of 
ihe sprightly, gay French people. In fact, to appreciate 
Orphie one must be a musicîan, and a thorough one ; the 
pondérons melody has little effect on the untutored ear, 
while the total lack of dramatic action is a bad thing even in 
an opora. I could not repress a smile, on the night of the 
fost représentation, at the criticism of a musical heretio who 
ast near me ; this gentleman declared, that if that were the 
style of music one heard in the infernal régions, he fally 
understood the popular objection to going there ! The indis- 
position of Mdlle. Cordier has obliged the managers of the 
Opéra Comique to postpone Tvonm la Fermière, the long 
talked of opéra, of which the words are by M. Scribe, and 
the music by M. Limnander. It seems as if Scribe's brain 
would never stop bringiag ont Minerva-like pièces. It is aa 
amusing thing to pick up an Entr^acte which has the biUs of 
ail the différent théâtres — Scribe's name is sure to be down 
as author to two or three différent théâtres, and I hâve in my 
possession an JEhitr^acte in which, on the same night,^t eveary 
one of the principle théâtres in Paris was perforMed some-* 
thing from the pen of M. Scribe. The rising dramatiû 
authors say that Scribe has had enough glory, and should 
now stop, like Eossini, and repose upon his laurels, and so 
give a chance to younger men ; but the thirst for famé, and 
perhaps gain, is too strong to be quickly resigned. At the 
Italiens, a pièce called Un Curioso Accidente has been pro- 
duced, and, as the bills announeed it, a new opéra firom the 
fedile pen of Eossioi, it has attracted great crowds. Eossini» 
however» who, it appeara, has made up his mind to write no 
akiOKB, has addressed a letter to M* Calzado, in which he beg9^ 



i 



19^ FHOXOG&APHS OF FABIS LIFE. 

that gentleman to remove from the bill the words, " New 
Opéra by Bossini," and substitute " Opéra, arranged by M. 
Berrotini on Morceaux by M. Bossini." The bill was, in 
conséquence, changed in accordance witb tbe deeire o£ 
the favourite composer. This Kttle incident will but give 
renewed interest to the pièce, and the intimation in Bossini's 
letter, as to whether or not he hàs tne right to stop the repré- 
sentations, wiU bring aU music lovers in crowds to see U% 
Curioso Accidente. The plot of the pièce is, however, so 
slight, the music so unequal and disconnected, that in spite 
of being morceaux by Bossini, its success cannot be long 
lived. The name of the pièce arises from a traveller. Don 
Boberto, who in mistake takes the valist of another 
traveUer. In the valise Don Boberto finds a portrait of 
the fiancée of the other traveller, Count Altavilla; and 
Boberto, faUing in love with the portrait, résolves to présent 
himself to the lady as her intended, whom she bas never 
seen. From this, of course, arises a great imbrogKo, which 
is rather confosedly cleared up. A buffo air sung by Zuc- 
chini, a duo and a trio, were the only pièces that recalled. to 
mind tttfe composer of the immortal Semiramide, OteUo, &c. 
Mdlle. Alboni sang, as usual, exquisitely in this — ^while 
Mddle. Cambardi was better than we are accustomed to see 
her. But although the singers exerted themselves to the 
ntmost, gênerai disappointment was felt. 

The Grand Duchess of Bussia has retumed to Paris from 
Compiègne, having remained a week with their Majesties» 
Some amusement has been caused by the fact of her Impérial 
Highness visiting, as well as the first, ail the second^ and 
even third-rate théâtres hère ; waUdng about town, instead 
of liding; in fact, laying aside entirely the pomp and 
pageantiy of royalty, and assuming the mannexs and cnstoms 
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of ihe bourgeoisie. Those intimate -wiih. tlie Ducliess mf 
tliat she déclares tliat slie has enougli grandeur ai liome ; 
that site has come hère to amuse herself without restraint ; 
and that shewishes to see the récréations of the poorer as wdl 
as those of the higher classes in the " gay capital of simnj 
France." 



LETTER XXX. 



Betam of the Court to Paris— The Approaching Seasoii — A. 
Word on the Mauncrs of French v. English Society — ^Thea- 
'^, ', trical Novelties — ^France's " Best Son" in Difficulties. 

Paris, TVednesday, Decemher 7, 1869. 

On Sunday aftemoon, at half-past three o'clock, the Impérial 
carnages, contaiuing the Emperor, Empress, Prince Impérial 
and suite, entered the Tuileries by the reserved gâte. A great 
crowd had assembled at the railway terminus, as also along 
the whole Hne to be taken by the cortège. Acclamations» 
waying of hats and hands, and welcoming smiles were heard 
and seen on ail sides, while shouts of " Yive la Famille Impé* 
riale !" rang through the air. The Empress, smiling and gra- 
cions as ever, leaned her head ont of the carriage-window to 
achnôwledge the greeting. Her Majesty wore a pink silk 
bonnet, trimmed with black lace, a black velvet cloak, hand- 
somely trimmed with fur, and a black silk dress, with pompa- 
dour flowers. To stop for hours to see a carriage pass hastify 
on such a day was indeed a compliment paid by the populace 
to their Sovereigns. Never in France hâve I experienced such 
biting cold, which, insinuating itself into the very bones, de- 
fied the efforts of ail warm wrappings to keep it out. At the 
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EsdfUïe ». niimben of distingiiished persons. were waîtin§ to 
receiva tbeir Majestiea; they, however, had agpodfirQ to keeff 
tbem. warm, nml only came ta the door when told that tbs 
Impérial cortège yms in view. The Ëmpresa seemed gladr to 
aee thes^ persons, shaking hands cordiaUy wilh many of them, 
while others were merely honoured with a bow and a graciouB 
smile. 

No Court-balls will take place till after New Year's Day, 
though, of course, the Empress will hâve a few private récep- 
tions. I confess to being an invetexate dancer, and consider 
it a sacred duty to attend every bail to which I am invited. 
Contt-balls in France are my especial delight; beside» ^e 
nragidficent coup d'oeil which is presented, and an excellent 
view of their Majesties, you bave hère a hall where you may 
danoe unconstrainedly. No matter if you are a stranger and 
know few people, you are not for that forced to sit still the 
whole evening. It is peifectly convenable to dancc with. any 
young gentleman who asks you ; you take his being there as 
a sufficient guarantee for his respectability : ladies speak to 
you without any introduction; and, in fine, when you go 
ïome and tbink over the party, and remember you knew not 
a soûl when you entered, except dear papa who took you — (he 
looked very cross, at first, did papa ; but when you retumed 
to your seat, after a redowa with a handsome young officer with. 
a light blue coat, and who may be a French duke or marquis 
for ail you know, you were quite surprised to find papa laugh- 
ing heartily at something that an old French gentleman was 
telling him)— when then, I say, you remember ail this, you 
wonder why it is tbat you amused yourself more than perhaps 
ai any bail you ever attended. Why is it P Because the French 
"understand the art of enjoying themselves better than any 
other people; because they are inclined to think every oneby. 
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^e side of wbom they sit at a bail their equals, and not their 
inferiors ; because there is noue of that répulsive, humiliating 
tnrding up of noses, wbich is carried to sucb an absurd fex- 
tent by. the ladies of England, and faithfully, conscientiousîy, 
followed up and imitated by our pretty cousins of America. 
Why. I, who prétend to know niany people in London, felfc 

myself so entirely alone at Lady P *s bail last spring 

(when I was in the great metropolis for a couple of days), tbat 
I inwardlv determined to write sorae beautifui lines on the 
subject of solitude in a crowd, and hâve them published ia 
Panvh, Either the lines were not so beautifui as I fanciel 
tbey wo\Qd be, or the Editor of that journal thought the sub- 
jçct had been better treated by Byron, and consequently con- 
signed my lines to the sîlent tomb : if the latter was the 
case it was a base injustice, as you wiU ail aUow. However, 
to retura to Lady P. 's bail — the kind hostess greeted nïe as 
I entered, and I shook hands with several maie and femalQ 
heads of families. But this was not dancing; in fact the 
hxiat and crowd were so great that I wondered how that 
feat was to be accomplished. I was pushed ; my beautifui 
tulle bouillons were crushed down till the whole dress looked 
as if it had been worn twent^ times, instead of haiving just 
corne from Boger*s. At last, tired and separated from my 
party, I found a handsome easy chair, into which I sat. Oh, 
**what a mistake was th^re, ray countrywomen I" My toes 
were now trod upon, my beautifui wreath wrenched off my 
head by some remorseless wretch's watch-chain. I would 
hâve forgiven him had he asked me to dance. I confess he 
looked at me, but then — he had not been introduced, I knew 
who he was, he ditto of me — ail about each other's families, 
births, raarriages, and deaths included— but that absurd 
meaniugless ceremony of " Mrs. So-and-so/' " Mr. So-and« 

o 2 
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»0i" had not been gone through with, and so my only hope of 
a partner for a dance was extinguished. I know I am a 
lebellious subject, but we are too stiffin England : I maintain 
îi. We are lively enough wben we are amoDg people whose 
anoestors we know ail about; but we can't carry the pedi- 
grees of every family in the United Kingdom in our heads, 
and therefore we treat Miss So-and-so, who is presented 
Uoshing to our impérial ladyships, to the tnm-up of the nose 
before mentioued, or if we wisb to be veiy gracious, a hanghty 
Ik)w ! " Something too much of this/' Put a little more 
ImMer aller into your reunion ; unbend your pompous dignity, 
mea chères compatriotes-^ let a little of the milk of buinan 
Inndness flow from those truly warm and gentle hearts now 
frozen np by the strict mandates of ceremony; and, believe 
me, you will be quite as much respected as you now are, and 
much more beloved by soroe people, myself amongst the num- 
ber. As a sequel to this little anecdote (which, I fear, from 
its being entirely personal will possess little interest for my 
leaders), I will mention that the next day, in making my 
nsoal roimd of calls, I asked why such-an-one, naming a great 
many persons to whom I had been introduced and with whom 
I might hâve danced, were not at the bail. Every hody was 
ikere; only the crowd, stem Fate, and my having sat down 
in the rose-colonred satin chair with a gold back, prevented. 
my seeing them. Bo you wonder that I speak in glowing 
terms of that fixed détermination to make eveiy one enjoy 
himself, wiUy nilly, which prevails in every French assembly, 
and, above ail, the Court bâlls? To let you into a little secret, 
thai most Impérial and Serene, but extremely aged, Highnesa 
Frince Jérôme, hangs over my head like Daraocles' sword. I 
àlways inqnire so particularly afler his precious health ; he is 
seventy-uine, I believe, and ailing. If anytbing were to hap«- 
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pen (whicli Heavea forefend !) no Court balls, no reoeptiona. 
I groan in spirît ai the thought. 

The new comedy by Dumas JiU caLled Le Père Prodigudu 
lias had a succès fou at the Gymnase. This comedy, of whioh 
the last two acts are extremely dramatic, is perhaps the most 
spirituel^ élégant, quiet, which has ever been preseuted. to the 
public by tbis talented author. Throughout the whole fiire 
acts the running fire of wit never ceases, except wheu the 
grave imputation of being the lover of his son's wife is cast 
upon the handsome, nob'e, generous, prodigal father — the 
utterance of the one word " ivfamie" by the shocked, innocent» 
and loving parent, is in itself so tbrilling, so lifelike, that it 
alone would cause tiie success of the pièce. Dupuis, as the 
son, played wit h his usual excellence ; youth, good looks, and 
energy, ail lend thdr aid to make him one of the greatest fa* 
vourites that ever appeared in Paris. Lafont played the Count 
de la Eivonnière as no other actor in Paris could hâve doue : 
old and not old, gentlemanly, warm-hearted, and brave, ia 
thèse différent émotions he cames out to the life the author's 
idea. Bose Chéri is a good actress ; but the character of Al- 
bertine is so répulsive that one unwittingly conceives a hatred 
towards the actress, who is merely repeating the words of the 
author, we should remeniber, not utlering sentiments of huer 
own. The théâtre was filled on the first night with ail the 
beauty, the wit, the talent, the wealth — in a word, the monde 
of Paris, who clapped its gloved hands, and called for the 
author's name with its aristocratie voice with as much delight 
as the habitués of the Porte St. Martin, who hâve cheered a 
deeply dyed melodrama. By the way, at this latter théâtre a 
new pièce, called La Tireuse de Caries^ is about to be pro- 
duced. This drama, though given out as the production of 
H. Victor Séjour, émanâtes in reality from a gentleman already 
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wéti faiown as one <jf the cleverest writers 6f^%he Ûay, 
intimate iriend of the Emperor, a deeply i€ad «ôholar, tlMVB'ls 
Httle doubt that this new work by Monsieur M., and caUed by 
liiin La Tireuèe de Cartes, will hâve as miMh.aaceeBs aa.oUMT 
WQtka from the same gîfted pen. 

From the provincial journals we'lefm itbe '^mfortÊmt ffiMt 
M. de Lamartine bas lefi Maçon for ^Fafîs. Ho imrehttaer 
having corne forward for bis estâtes, and tbe ^nalbBAl siili-. 
sctiption having only produced 160,000f. to pay neally ttiMe 
millions of debts, the '* Poet-cbild of Franee" wae ol^ed «to 
isk for time. Now tiroe is money; and as he bas aaked tf&r 
money from tbe Frencb people, wby sbould be not «dk ifer 
time from bis creditors? The autbor of Jooelyn" Ibinks UMt 
be bas conferred an inestimable blessing cm mankind 'by Ae 
production of that book ; consequently, afler nmnmg'tbroiig^ 
a coiiple of snug fortunes made by tbe sale of " Joeélyn^-anfi 
otber Works, be gets into debt for three millions ôf 'tcvaes, 
^Tiietly bires an office in a fashionable street, and informa Ae 
Obliged public that be will kindly aUow them the privilège -rf 
sùbscribing their money to pay off bis extravagances; -tnS. 
wben the public is reprebensible enougb to only subscribe 
160,000f , the indignant poet writes an angry Ictter io « 
ncwspaper, in which he déclares that France's best «on 4b 
tiéglected. Alfred Tennyson, Charles Mackay, why deny yoor- 
adves coacbes and four, shooting-boxes in tbe Highlmide* 
town and country-honses, boxes at the Opéra, fast ^lorses, 
bimting-dogs, gambling, diamonds, &c. ? You bave writtea 
some pretty poetry — nay, beautiful — and the obliged EngliA 
people sbould be made to pay your debts in retum for tbe 
j^éasure they bave in reading your effusions. 
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Pftris dnriBg.the Erosi— ïbrince d^ Oran"^ at the Hôtel Bristol— 
Ssepar^ons lor ITew Year's Daj— Démolition of another 
portion df OIS Paris — Night 'Honses — jRoger's Benéflt tft' 
Àe "Graûd^Opera^-New !Pieces at aie Taodeville and O^ 

fMe, Tuesday, Deoeiriber SO, INtt. 

Tïns gàyispitd isfrosen; the snow islying sévirai indns 
de^ on the asjAuEhum trottoira'ëîihib Champs lElysnées ; fte 
magic&Efy ^ay Boiileyards are icëbonnd ; the garden xS *fhe 
TuJlérîes, thttt dianni&g resort df nurses ^md children, *ûm 
adnurâfion àî cfli étrangers, îb desolate and forsaken. Ite 
Paris ladies, ii^o never miss 13ie noonday "ride — -the iiardy 

Engîi^ gifls, Vho =boast df a dafly wi£& df nifles ^ 

leave my fahr pedestrians to fS! tip the space according tu 
their own Tespedtive talents in this way)— the lisflessj^DW«f«r, 
Who spends a certain ntimber of lionrs eadi day on tflft 
Borflevards and Champs Elysées — aD are forced to stay:«tt; 
home. The shops, inâtead of having fheir floors inyitingljr 
open as is their <woEït, seem ndw herméticàlly sesQed. 'Ttm 
mâancholy omnibnses, contaiinng a few more melandhcfy 
fares, add to the desoldtion r^ the scène ; in fact, so grest, ibd 
sndden is the (&ange, that gay, 'bus^ing Paris seems ts 
if dtrttdk by the magie wanfl of a fairy, who had commandeft 
the great city to sleep, till the handsome prince should conm 
to wï&e her. Come, then, greàt prince, càlled by moitaLs 
the Sun '/ s1ied thy radiant l)eams upon ns hère, and wifli 
fiery ^ssès wdke poor'^zen Paris from her i^um"ber ! 

The Prince (ff Orange, Tieir-apparerit to the Crown et- 
HoUànâ, is 6i présent in Paris. His Hi^ness is itoying lit 
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Aie Hoid BristoL He is served by tbe Bmperor's aemnts, 
weazing the Impérial liveiy. The second stoiy çî the Hotd 
Bxistol is at présent occopied by the new EnToy fitom 8ar- 
dinia, the CheYslier des Ambrois. 

The stranger amying in Paris at this time of the year is' 
muprised at the few préparations made for that (with us) 
great oeremony, Christmas ; while the London shopkeepers 
are putting forth their most tempting articles, airanging their 
Windows in such a way as to inveigle the most stony-hearted 
into buying, the Paris ditto are comparatively lifeless. No 
extraordinarily beautifol objects may be seen just now, but 
if one could penetrate into those hidden atelier» from which 
emanate the articles which for their beauty hâve obtaîned a 
woild-wide réputation, one might sec busy hands and schem- 
ing heads aU at work, deyising noydties for the New Tear. 
B is on the New Tear présents are given, cards exchanged, 
gaiety preyans, ail is life, fun, jolHtyl Haye you not 
obsenred that the concierge has for the past week been paiticu- 
larly obliging to you ; that Marie made you a delicious êtmee 
piqwmte for dinner last night ; that the milliner's girl dropped 
a peculiarly low oourtesy as she handed you the loye of a 
bonnet which you chose yesterday ; haye you not, in fiict, 
remarked that ail the world about the house has been kind, 
thoughtful, smiling, empressé, eyerything you could désire, 
eyen in your most impatient moments ; do you not know, î 
ask, the cause of this ? New Year's-day is approaching, and 
présents are expected. 

Another portion of old Paris is about to be demolished in 
the Bues des Layandières, St. Germain FAuxerrois, du 
C9ieyalier-du-Guet; and thus light and air wiil at last be 
gîyen to streets that before knew them not. The name of 
ihe Bue de TArche Pépin was deriyed from that of a fiimily 
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wéll-known in the thirteenth centuiy, one member of whiéh 
was FroYost of the Merchants under Philippe le Bel. The 
Rue du Chevalier-du-Guet was fonnerly part of the territoiy 
called Perrin GosseUn. That street and the place derived 
their appellations firom a house which formed the résidence 
of the Commandant of Night Police, or Chevalier-du-Guet, 
who enjoyed the prérogative of admission at aiiy hour into 
the présence of the King to take orders direct fix)m his 
Miyesty's lips. The poet Guillot, who wrote in 1300, speaks 
of the Bue do la Sauverie, which took its name from a large 
sait warehouse in it. Thèse little statistics give an idea of 
the ancient date of the building of thèse streets, which are 
now so soon to be destroyed. 

While speaking of démolition, T may mention an order 
of police for closing night houses, given to several restaurant 
keepersin the vicinity of the Halles. Thèse low drinking-places 
were allowed to remain open ail night, on account of the 
convenience affbrded to the market people. But some unfa- 
Yourable disclosures^having been made, the order above 
mentioned was given. Thèse houses, into which one entered 
by a long and dark corridor, lighted by a misérable lamp, 
finom which one emerged into a large room, on the floor of 
which might be seen lying pell mell vagabonds of ail descrip- 
tions, still possess superior attractions in the culinary way to 
oiher establishments in the vicinity. On the window panes 
names and devices, traced in a délicate hand with diamonds, 
showed that it was not merely the resort of market people. 
One of the disdosures made to the police, was to the effect 
ihat a young man had conmiitted suicide by hanging in one 
of thèse houses. In his pocket was foimd a sou and a pièce 
of paper, on which was written, " I come to finish where I 
oommenced." To some of thèse places there were no window 
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jhotters, they haying been kept tipen niglit anil âtfftoÊ 

twcnty years. 

In spite of the intense cold,-t1ieatrical attrapions hareiHtt 
been lacking this week. Perhaps the most important eyerit 
m this iine has been Boger's benefit at the Orand Opem. 
Never hâve I seen a représentation at which so mnch persabfl 
feeling was matiifested. Eoger's greot popnlarhy, bis ûm 
▼oiee, pleasing appearance, and above aJl Us melanchdlf 
accident, sufficed to render the always sympatbetic 'Fremii 
people doubly so in his behalf. At an eaiiy honr the immense 
êcUie was quite full ; from the magnificent decorated ImpeiuD 
box bowed Eno:éuie's exqnisite head, while her liège lord srtt 
by her side. The boxes were filled wilh the wit, the beanty, 
^ grâce of Paris, and ail weiit merry as a marriage bell, tfll 
** hush ! hark ! " — Eoger appears, and there is imiveKd 
silence. Evident as was his émotion (those who sat doseio 
ibe stage afcmed that tears were conrsing down bis dieek^ 
never was the opening air of Za Dame Blanche bctter given. 
At its close the applause was hearty and long ; but jAask 
Gkorges came to the couplet — 

" Mes bons amis croyez d'avance, 
A ma reconnaissance/' 

liK singer advanced to the footHghts, and to iihe singnlaafl^ 
•ppropriate words was joined a gestnre and an expression ilf 
£ace, 80 heartfelt, so sad, that the entire audience rose ; dieens 
féUowed upon cheers, firantic shouts of approbation, T^eatbs df 
knrels were bestowed upon the favourite ténor; he raiseB 
hîs eyes to the Impérial box, the kind hearted Eugénie tnt- 
ppessed her sympathy by her gracions bows of encourage- 
ment ; but of him, wlmt shall I say ? A singularly bewftdi- 
ii^ smile, but always the euld blue eyes, no ex cite m e ii t. 
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mÊotàoa ««ras Awbl&isi tfae ooiMiteR«Bce ^oîike ^Majciftgr <#if 
Séance. Ai the V«iide?{De, we faave liad Scribe'a >se«r 
tÊiandyét La lUk de Trente Ans, It bas been «^flUMeM^ 
jpairUy to^be attributed to tbe fine «cting of Mdlle. Fargvail. 
9^&iir<ft8tf^,^who pssseasea mu«b of tbe fire «tnd energy wèûib 
ilMa'aettriseâ tbe great Jlaeilel, bas besîdes a decided taWat 
for««oiBedy; tbk is the veason tbat in tbe decettful, careanDg, 
iopiing, bdtts^old «erp^t, lafiUe de trente ans, ber im p e ra o 
BBlioii is ^80 life^like. At tbe Opéra Comique, we bave Wl'a 
Bewtbree aet pièce, called Bon Qregorio ; a decided iinha- 
iian of tbe une Italian comedy, Vj4jo NelV imbarcuszo^ 41 
BfiPvertbéless abounds in fresb «ud lively mélodies, wbtch 
lf«f« admirably tuited to tbe sweet and mellow, tbonghmii 
p6fv«rfiil, voicee of Mdlles. Pannetrat and Lemercier. 
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Baiîa ^eaîeged^ — Chnshoas ^estyrittes-^^Tbe Jjatest Fadiionih— 
Bain, HaÎJi — Health of Prinoe Jérome-nF»BpariBg for tjbe 
fœpress's Réception — ^W^ioleaale Coosumption of BontBona 
—Paris Improvements. 

Paris, Weânesday, December 98, 1869. 
F!É«I8 is pcrfectly besieged. Not alone people from .ev«y 
department Of France are corne to célebrate the Cbiistmas 
fttes in the capital, but étrangers from every quarter of Ihe 
IflObe flock the streets, and fiU to overflowing tïie fine shopa. 
Tbe weather, which on Ghristmas and the Monday asfl 
Tnesday succeeding, was nôny, dark and tmcoinfortable, bas 
tbia moming expericnced a sligbt amélioration, and ^bo 
conséquence id ^bat cbikbien of -ail âges are allowedby ibéir 
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indiilgent parents to walk up and downthe Bodevaids to 
«^hristmas. Tbe usual litde bootha which firom time 
immémorial, hâve at this season been plaoed on tbe Boule- 
yaida, were kept back for a day or two bj the indemeat 
wèather ; but they novr flouiish, to the gieat delight of the 
sturdy urchins who bave been saving their saua for the last 
month to revel in the New Year*8 rejoicings. For thoae 
penons wbo bave a great many sous to dispose of, CHroux^ 
Takan, and otbers, aie ready with tbeir lovely obfdê éPetri, 
tbeir intiicate pUytbings, their fine marqueterie, to tempt 
ibem. As regards the exhibition of beautiful articles, Paiis 
is oertainly not to be equallèd at this season of the year, and 
he who spends his Christmas holiday hère, and does not find 
bis bank acoount oonsiderably diminisbed on leaving, most 
possess a strong heart or Httle artistîctaste. The cburches 
were most gorgeously decorated for Christmas — ^the Madeleine 
especially, was very bandsome. The midnight mass wa^ 
celebrated as usual with great ceremony, but I oonfess to not 
baying witnessed it. It requires a very faithful follower 
indeed to leave the sports of the Mistletoe Bough, &c. wbich 
we still keep up just as if we were in our own country. 

In a short time tbat spécialité of Paris, tbe bal marqués, 
will begin — even now tbe grieette^s busy'bands are devising a 
new débardeur or IVY» costume in whicb sbe wiU appear at 
the Opéra the first baU nigbt. In tbe winter, ail is fun and 
joUity — ^in tbe summer, tbe city is a wonder of beauty. So> 
corne at any time, when you wiU, or bow you will, you wiQ 
always find amusement in Paris. Just now, the théâtres aie 
cxowded ; the reviews are attracting those fond of jokes and 
lather pretty women in fine costumes; while the more 
serions théâtres (if a théâtre can be called serious) are pio- 
doeing either such novelties or such old fa?ourites Ûutt they 
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are snre of drawing crowds. 6iug]iiu, the ténor, is still 
" discoursing most excellent music*' at the Italiens; the 
Dt/ie Job witli Got at the Français ; Hossini's and Meyerbeer's 
Opéras at the Académie de Musique ; Orphée and Fauat at 
the Lyrique ; so you can understand why the théâtres are 
crowded. A new pièce, to which I hâve already referred, 
La Tireuse de Caries^ has been produced at the Forte St. 
Martin. The Emperor and Empress honoured the théâtre 
with their présence on the night of the first représentation, 
and at the end of the pièce complimented the author on the 
success of his work. The three adresses who perform tlie prin- 
cipal rôles are persons of talent, and Mme. Marie Lauient, 
as the heroine, displays a higher degree of talent and energy 
than her previous performances would hâve led one to expect. 
In fashions we hâve no striking novelties, although the 
fashionable dressmakers always make their dresses handsome^ 
even if they are not in qeite new styles. I saw a handsomo 
black watered silk yesterday, which was made in rather a 
novel way : there were four flounces of black velvet, about an 
eighth of a yard wide, set on in square plaits ; each flounce 
was trimmed with a narrow black lace ; sleeves, à revers-^ 
the revers being made of velvet, trimmed also with black 
lace^ Another veiy rich dress was, made of groseille-coloured 
moire antique — the skirt and body eut ail in one pièce. 
Up the firent of the skirt was a fine trimming, grapes and 
leaves, embroidered with thick black embroidery silk, with 
jet beads interspersed to give effect; same trimming, but 
smaQer, on the corsage and sleeves. I hâve seen some 
beautiful bonnets made for some of our principal élégante» ; 
one, a white quilted satin, with a mauve velvet curtain and 
face trimmings, and a mauve and white feather fastened 
together with a bow of white blond on the left side; white 
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lÉtings. Another composed entvely of d»rk green velivli 
whh a green satin curtain of a miidi lîghter shade. Thon 
hat been an effort made to bring in the bonnets à la Mark 
Siuùfiy tliat is, very wide on the sides, and a point, eitber of 
laoe or velvet, falling on the forehead — ^but it does not seen 
tô meet with much favour. The secret of this is, tbat tfas 
hair should also be dressed à la Marie Stuart, i.e., tumad off 
th© face ; maiiy persous do not loriow thia — ta manj Ûà 
coiffure is not becoming, so with tliese several disadvantngei 
it is hardly likely that the Marie Stuart chapeau will corne 
much into vogue. A bonnet, which struck my fancy veiy 
mnch, the other day, when I was looking over Ode's (the 
Empressas milliner) novelties, was so entirely simple, that à 
seems hardly worth describing ; yet the effect was so good, the 
bonnet itself so ladylike, simple, and yet rich, that I cannot 
resist explaining it to your readers. The whole bonneti 
curtain and aU, was composed of a deHcate shade of violet* 
coloured velvet ; no lace whatever on the outside ; a l^ig^ 
white ostrich feather encircled the whole front of tlie bonneii 
the curling eiuls falling over the tours de tête ; across the t(^ 
wa8 placed a ruche of white satin, violet velvet strings. The 
bonnet was exquisite, and had been made to order foi 
Madame G., the wife of the wealthy Bussian, whose balls last 
winter rivalled in luxury those given at the Tuileries» 
Another simple and pretty bonnet, destined for the same 
la4y, was of white satin, with B.fanchon of black lace thrown 
earêlessly over the top, the ends tying under the chin ; the 
laoe formed a point on the forehead, and anotlier on the curtain. 
But, alasl thèse beautiful bonnets are destined not to 
appear for some time to corne — the rain, which had ceased 
iHien I began my letter, has commenced again with redoubl«d 
vfefence, and the barometer t^ a most disheartening stoiy 
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of rain, rain. How provoking to hâve such weatber at this 
festive season ; when everybody wants to deliver in person the 
compulsory (almost, in Paris), yearly présent, it needs must 
rain in torrents; just asif that oould not be doue later in 
the new year, and not upon the vcry first day of it, when aH 
tbe world and his wife wish to enjoy themselves. 

I am happy to announce to you that Prince Jérôme is 
convalescing slowly ; no more bulletins will be published. 
The Emperor, who was imtiring in his care and watchfulness 
by the side of his aged and suâ'ering relative, now raakes less 
langthy and less trequent visits ta him— a sure sign that the 
Prince is recovering. 

The ladies of the grand monde are very busy just now; 
the Empress receives on the 2iid of January, and those who 
hâve the honour to approach her Majesty must appear in fuU 
Court dress ; it is the only time durinj< the year that the 
manteau de cour is de r'ujeuer. Some veiy splendid hues are 
now to be seen in the shop, windows ; those of the Compagnie 
lyonnaise are the most attractive. 

The number of bonbons uiven and eaten at this time of 
year is somethiii»- quite fri>:htiul ; some one has taken the 
pains to count the number of pounds sold : 600,000 kilo* 
grammes is the figure — the kilogramme is 21bs. avoirdupois, 
The doctors, of coui'se, profit by this indulgence in sweets, 
and many is the poor little child who suffers a long fit of 
sickness whith he owes to a fond but incousiderate friend. 

The long-talked-of démolitions aie comraencing in 
eamest; whole quarters comj.osed of narrow dai'k streets are 
being donc away with, «nci that happy créature, the Paria 
workman, will soon see Ijiinself lodged in a comfoi*table home, 
with lights and air to make his heart glad and his body 
bealihy -, and ail tiiis he owes to ihe Emperor Napoléon. 



( 
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LETTER XXXin. 

Le Jour de l'An — ^English Travelling Costumes — ^The Promised 
- Bal Masques — ^The Emperor and the Troops for China— 
Mons. Mocquard's New Play. 

Parb, Friday, liecember 30, 1859. 

The gay capital of snnny France, although at présent under 
a cloud, and consequently wet and muddy, is still wondrons^ 
busy and active. Carnages fiUed with fair (and unfair) ladies 
aie constantly rattling along the Boulevards, the Hue de la 
Paix, and the Eue de Bivoli, stopping occasionally to allow 
the persons above referred to fill to repletion Gîtoiul'bi 
Tahan's, Susse's, and other like important shops, where fam^ 
and most costly articles de luxe are to be bought. Le Jour 
de TAn approaches, and on that day in Paris eveiybody gives 
everybody else some présent. So the streets and the shope 
are full, in spite of the drizzly and unpleasant rain that keep8 
on falling, as though cruelly oblivious that the New Year k 
dose at hand, and that they are looking ont for a gênerai 
holiday. It is strange, yet pleasant, to see the long rows of 
little shops that are improvised along the line of the Boulevards 
and ail the principal streets in tbe city during the holidays. 
Custom bas rendered this usurpation of the space usually 
allotted to tbe flâneurs a thing that must be, and I mnst 
acknowledge that the young people of Paris seem to approre 
of thèse little booths or shops in the most heartfelt manner. 
Many an urchin looks at bis hoard of sous with increasing^ 
delight as Christmas and New Year's day draw near. They 
know that soon the booths will be erected, and that an endless 
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variety of games, toys, gîngerbread, and bon-bons will be 
displayed tberein. At présent crowds of cbildren tbrong the 
streets, going slowly from one tempting sbow to the other. 
and the air rings with their gay, careless, happy laughter. 
Tou involuntarily join in their mirth — ^they look so joyouB ; 
their rosy cheeks and gKttering eyes make you think of youï 
own childhood, and fifty times a day the exclamation '' God 
bless the cbildren " rises to your lips. It is wonderful really 
to see the crowds that are constantly moving up and dowa 
the Boulevards — ^where do ail thèse people corne from P A 
great many bave about them an unmistakeable John Bull 
appearance. The ladies, I am sony to say, dress so badly, 
and in such horrid taste, that one always can tell them hj 
their getting up. They forget that Paris is not a railway* 
carriage, and appear in ail the unbecomingness of their 
travelling dress. It bas corne to be a custom hère to ceuBure 
bad taste in dressing by saying, "Fous voilà mise comme une 
Anglaise.*^ The reason is simply that ourpretty countij« 
women do not think it worth while to dress when away from 
home. This is an error, it is even impolite, for we are bound 
to shew some respect for the opinion of the people we axe 
among. Many English ladies seem to think themselres 
àbsolved from ali regard to personal appearances the moment 
they bave crossed the Channel. This is a serions mistakef 
and one that brings upon us keen though not unkindly satire. 
To go about the city wearing poke bonnets or "uglies/* 
wolsey dresses, and clogs may be comfortable, but it is 
leally unsightly, and goes to shew that the wearers liATe 
no respect for the taste of the people among whom iliej 
sojoum, and yet from whom they profess to take tiieir 
fashions. 

I dwell upon this subject of dress because it is an important 

p 
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one. Surely English ladies do not wisli to brin^ ridiGiile 
tbe English nation. Yet Buch a Tesuit is accomplished byÉi 
careUasness to which I hâve referred. Walkin^ along Al 
Boulevards or Champs Elysées, you cantell on SnglishironMl 
ai a ;;reat distance. 8he is dressed in such a style that ihm 
is-BO niistaking lier. Ladie^ from ail part» of tlie ContiimÉ 
adopt Paris fashiona as soon as they amye hère, and Ame» 
can ladies show a peculiar aptitude in becomîng' dm 
Fariaienuta as regards good taste in toilette. But EngUA 
ladies show a total disregard for appearances when away frm 
Hegeiit-street. Of course there are exceptions to this ndib 
but 1 assure you there is too much foundation for my ooi^ 
plaint, as many of your readers will bear witness to, I «■ 
sure. But let me letum to a more pleasant subjeot. Hi 
are to hâve no end of balls, parties, masquerades, and concoAl 
this seasoii. J'aris is to be gayer thon ever, always piovidiqg 
that his aged Highness Prince Jérôme keeps in good healilk 
l/\ ère hc to die, as it was feared he would last week, ail thenov 
expected festivities would not take place. But tbe Prinoe-'i 
physicians bave issued their last bulletin, assuring tbe publia 
that henceforth there will be no need of more, as bis Higbne» 
is convalescent. You may rest assuied that ardent desim 
for the continued good heaith of Prince Jérôme are felt, sot 
onl\ by the pleasure-seekcrs that now abound in Paris, bot 
especiully b> that class of Marchandes who supply articles ot 
luxury suoli as are in deinand during la saison. A furtbflr 
proof of the complète restoration of Prince Jerome*s heaith ia 
the iact tlmt the Emperor >^'apoleon is going for a couple of 
day's shooting to Fontainebleau. The Prince of Orange 
acconipuiiies his Majesty. The Emperor's dévotion to bis 
aged relative is well known, and, « ère there the least douU 
as to his recovery, the Emperor would not leave Paris. I bear 



PH0TO6SAPH8 OF PASis um;. 4HML 

moAmadàon naâe of a séries of bal masquA that are^o^s 
fBmii)by the leaders of ihe ion^ Mme. la Comtesse Walevpdo, 
'Mme. de Memy, Mme. Fotild, and so on. Last wititer eaokiif 
thèse ladies issued ixivitations to masquerades, whîch were aa 
«r^ alttended and afforded such amusement, that theexpeiirDoifc 
WHS «Quaidered a lûgbly snecessful one, and as a result mt 
wte <ko èave a number of thèse delightfal bals this winÉer. 
l!ke Emperor aoud Empress seem to take much pleatwp 
m such réÊmwHS, and it was noticed last season that tliQ^ 
made it a point to attend them ail. In fact, a most 
nagfii&cent bal costumé was given at the Toileries, and 
I 'hai?e y et a -viYid TecoUection of the magniiicent diesata 
tiMn w€rn, as wdil as of the spirit of gay good humour thlft 
pnffvailed. 

Wbik speaking of the Emperor, I must recoutit tfae, 
^Iknring fact relative to his Majesty, which 1 heard from Utt 
Itest authority — the oJËcer who was employed on the mission. 
Some days since the Emperor received information to tlia 
effieet that one of the Government steamers at Brest waa 
leady to sail for China, with three thousand soldiers on board. 
His Majesty at once sent a telegram, ordering that the vessel 
ahouid net proceed to sea before having landed oiie-third <^ 
the troops packed in her. " My soldiers must uot ba 
«noamfortable " was the order of the Emperor. ITie 
«teamer landed, accordiiig to his request, one-third of tlie 
troops, and then proceeded to sea. But before she started 
one of the Emperor's aides-de-camp arrived at Brest, whitlier 
he had beeii despatched by his Majesty. He madc knoum 
that Ive wished ail the officers that were going by the vessel 
that was soon to sail, to meet him before their def)ariure. 
When united, the aide-de-carnp addressud them as follows : — 
•* Gompanions in arms — The Emperor wishes you ail to mdbe 
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known to me in wliat manner he can serve your interesfcs or 
ihose of the Mends you are leaving. He especially désires 
that none of you should départ Icaving any care or sorrow 
l>ebmd him that the attention of his Majesty may alleviate." 
Not one of the brave fellows asked for money. Many <rf 
them made requests, having référence to their families, but not 
(me asked for money. I am happy to state that the wishes of 
ihese brave offîcers hâve ail been attended to by bis Majesty, 
who little thought, I dare say, that his délicate kiadness 
would ever be known. 

During the last fortnight your joumals hâve had much to 
say as regards Monsieur Mocquard, the Emperor's secretaiy. 
That gentleman has just given the Pansians another opportu- 
nity of talkiog à son égard. lie has written a drama, in five 
^K^y now being played with immense success at the Théâtre 
delà Porte St. Martin. The play is called La Tireuse de 
Oartes, and is founded upon the Mortara affair, that created so 
great an excîtement a few months past. The principal râle is 
that of the Jewess, whose daughter is taken fix)m her while 
quite young by a female, who vows the little one to some 
Saint, and makes her a Christian. The bereaved mother 
détermines to dévote aJl her énergies to the recovery of her 
child, and for that purpose becomes money-lender and fortune- 
teQer, both excellent means for discovering family secrets. 
Ltn Tireuse de Cartes is an austère drama ; love plays but a 
seoondaiy part in it — at least sentimental love ; but the whole 
hinges upon a mother's affection for her offspriug. The 
holiest, most sincère, and ardent passion that the heart can 
oonoeive is depicted by the author of La Tireuse de Carte9-^ 
maternai love. There are three magnificent female rôleè in 
tbe nevir drama — that of the real mother ; the one that has 
ndopted the child ; and the maîden herself, who in the fourth 
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aci is seen straggling between the two mothers. Ai 
moment she listens to the yoice of nature ; then she turns to 
the mother that has cared for her and tenderly loved her fdnee 
her infancy. The two mothers implore and beseech the poor 
girl to choose between them, and at last she, from the YÎolenoe 
of émotion, faints, and, when brought to life again, is insane. 
The force of this scène is absolutely terrifie, and prodnces a 
most paînfal effect npon the audience. In the last act we see 
the two motbers reproaching themsdves with having thos 
destrqyed the object of their love. Their mutuel sonow 
draws them nearer to each other, and they déplore tc^ther 
the fate of their loved one. The crazed maiden hears the 
Sound of the church bells, and stops to listen. A hymn is 
sung, which seems to open the fountain of her tears, and,, 
falling upon her knees, she prays. Her sensés are recovered, 
and she is to dwell for the future both with her real and 
adopted mother. The drama ends by a most beautiful appeal 
for the extinction of ail hatred, the pardon of offeuces, and 
universal charity and love. Nothing can excel the grandeur 
of ihought and language throughout this new and most 
popnlar drama. It is looked upon as quite a political event, 
and may be considered, I suppose, as a very big stone thrown 
dans le jardin du Pape, Owing to the political importance 
given to the new play, it is to be reproduced in Gkrmany, 
and it will, I dare say, be translated into English. Its high. 
and elevated tone will make it succeed in any language or 
any country. The authors, M. Mocquard and M. Victor 
Séjour, deserve the highest praîse for having produoed a 
moralj and, at the same time, most effective drama, at a thne 
when play writers are writing doton^ instead of keeping up the 
high tone that should be used when working for the public. 
Ai the Italian Opéra there is nothing of great impartanee 
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on. Tbe kaàUu^ are looldng anxiouidy forwaed tm 
tiki« wlien Tamberlik will b^în hia shoit engagement. 
'VJes^rali bas î^peared ot tbe Académie de Musique, in: a 
f]6lâ in Merculaneum, but witbout decided succeas* Tbm 
Op&a Comique, strong in tbe possession of sucb a ténor $m 
Montaubry, goes on its waj lejoicing, and gives; us Jh» 
JfUmUdf and a bost of sucb w«ll-known, but eveac populaiv 
mmào. opéras. Tbe otber tbeatres are now giviug ikeir 
tmiesque " Revues," and tboae wbo like fim and laugbter 
QHfcibe served to tbeir beart*s content. I must acknowladg» 
tluii thèse reviews take most dedidedly tbe paa of our 
l^antomimes, usually so devoid of wit, and so full of boclo^ 
QOfb, and stale jokes. In tbe Frenob '* Bévues/' alL tl» 
^âncipal events of ihe past year, politioal, musical^ and evas 
oommercial, are toucbed upon witb an etprié tbat ia txmify 
oharming. One can but make one objection to thèse jean^ 
Hmews, and that is, tbe unneœssary display of the persans :o£ 
4» females, and the occaaional bioadness of tfae dialogum. 
Bwb I suppose one must take tbings as they are; Stiil^ t» 
Ing^sb ears, tbe most racy (^ thèse jokes ara offensiii^. tnâ^ 
Qtéoi plaœ; 

L ahall, in my next iMet^ bave some inteiesting detsâsas 
i^MEds Paris £EN3bions, and sball soon be enabledto g^ve fom 
a» pardculars of tbe Court balk, réceptions» and (xmarta^ as; 
'«il as of tha.msny impoiing ouemoniea thai are altevdamik 
ifioarthe opening of tbe Chambor of ]>eputies^ Corps JfcrfjpislaKft 
«s&a&eBrbodîas ofeOn Jàiate. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

Ihe Impérial Court— The "Réception" by the Empretgr— The 
Forlhcoming Court Balls — The Last Hour of tlie Octroi*— 
Theatrical Novelties and Eashions. 

Paris, Thursday, January 5, 1860«' 
Tke rain whicli bas been falling mercilessly for the past t8a 
<h^ lias ai lôngtlk ceaâed ; tliô iroHoira^ Uiough still coveied 
Hiih the teuacious Paris mud, now ^ive baok the sound of 
basy and of lounging feet. AU is life, activîty, atid bnsile. 
Although the momentous Ist of January is past, the slteips 
«ce still crowded witb anxîous purchasers ; but the liftle 
booths on the Boulevards are already beginning to dlminish 
ù numbers, although some of the more determined v«nd<xrs 
util not remove their unsightly stalls before ai week's time. 
li is time this custom of making the Boulevards hideaH8,.jiist 
at tbe season when tbey should présent their most chanxnftg 
aiapect, sbould stop. " 'Tis a consumination devoutly to be 
wîshed," and one that cannot fail to corne, as the owoMftof 
tlie booths complain more and mate bittaiy every year of the 
poomess of their i^ceipts. 

The réceptions on the Ist aud 2nd Janiutry by' tltoûr 
Hi^e&ties were exoeedingly, bnlliaut. Tbat of the EmpMor 
Oiàthe Ist (Sunday) I will not describe; but nu aecoustof 
Hie Empressas réception on Monday evening will, I axa avre, 
possess interest for at least your fair read«rs. At nine o'cbck 
thor Majesties entwed the thron&^ioom, afier having reetiped 
the members of the Cbrps Diplomatique aad their wms* 
Thsir Majestiee were aooompanied by the^^ Prhïcer «nd 
Princesses of the Impérial fanûly, except Piince Jéromeikfiiio 
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'WW prevented by illness from atlending. They were prc- 
œded by the Grand Ofl&cers of the Crown, by the Presiier 
ffhainberlain of the Emperor, and a Masterof Cérémonies, and 
foUowed by tbe Grand Master and Mistress of the Empress's 
household, and by the ladies of honour of her Majesty. The 
Empress wore a magniâcent manteau de Cour, composed ci 
crimson yelvet, studded with golden stars. Upon her head 
was placed the fine crown in wbich is set Erance's diamond 
Je Begent, The under dress was composed of white satin, 
with white Bnissels lace flounces. When their Majesties 
seated theinselves upon the throne, there were upon the lîght 
of the Emperor, Prince Napoléon and the Princes Louis and 
Joachim Murât. To the left of the Empress were seated the 
Princesses Clotilde and Mathilde, and ail the Princesses of 
the Murât family. The sight was a grand one, the hundied 
lights sheddiug a glorious lustre on the myriad-coloured 
dresses of the ladies and the glittering décorations of the 
gentlemen, whose maguificent uniforms gave additional 
brilliancy to the scène. 

You watch eagerly the réception of the ladies who come 
before you, and you hâve a secret glow of pride whcn you 
xeflect on your own aplomb ; you will not be embarrassed, yen 
wûl not make an awkward curtsey ; but, alas for the falkcy 
of human hopes, your turn comes. Your name is proclaimed 
aloud, and like a guilty culprit you advance with a fluttering 
heart and a deep blush. You curtsey ; you are conscious it 
is as gauche as that of any country girl. You pass on with 
an inward sensé of having donc nothing as well as you 
wished, and a firm conviction that the trouble and anxiety of 
going to thèse Impérial and E,oyaI réceptions far exceed the 
pleasure which is derived from satisfied pride at having ^' beeik 

înted/' 
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On Tuesday evening their Majesties gave a grand dinner 
ai thé Tuileries. Among the guests were the Duke de Gain- 
bacéres, tbe Duke de Bassano, and Mr. Mocquard, chef du 
Cabinet de l'Empereur. In the evening there was a concert 
by some of the celebrated artistes now in Paris. 

The Court baUs will soon commence. Inmiediately after 
irin begin those of the Ministers. So, you • see, in spite of 
the grave political questions now being discussed, in défiance 
of the réitérations of those who déclare Paris will be dull this 
imiter, we shaU hâve the customary fêtes in Impérial and 
Ministerial circles^ wbîle among oiirselves the cry is stiïl Five 
la gaité! 

The Parisians are proverbially a gay, light-hearted people^ 
and on ail occasions tbey instînctively seek eut the côté 
jplaiianûy in many instances under circumstances that would 
causa a less light-hearted people to be glum, and even un- 
happy. A friend who bas long lived in Paris, and who Î8 
well versed in le caractère Parisien, came,.late on the evening 
of the Slst of December, to ask us to accompany him to the 
Barrières, where for years past the octroi ofl5cers hâve stopped 
the vehicles of rich and poor alike, to make to ail the mono- 
tonons demand, " Vous n'avez rien à déclarer ? " and then 
tomed away as the driver whipped up his horses and passed 
on into the city. Our friend told us that at midnighi 
piccisely the octroi officers would leave the Barrières, after 
having thrown them wide open, and were at once to retreat 
to the fortifications. He was sure that on the occasion much. 
merriment would ensue, and so we ail sallied forth to witness 
it. Our old friend was right. When we arrived at the 
nearest gâte we found a crowd of at least four or five hundred 
persons, ail shouting and dancing to the sound of music, and 
ail prepared at the given moment to précède the Customa 
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aarto tbeir most. dûtant stations with pnu, hplWciMrp fin 
«èereon to malEe a discordant oimnorî. Aa tlie> «loa 

«C Um chnroh stmck twehr«, the oeêm men faU iaio ]î»«i]; cm 
•à onae began their Buadi te tka foiiifiaations hrooodi^.li 
men women, ana cauareii saoanng, angoing, ana xd»i 
■nat uproarioua noiaa witk theîr pan asd fettles. Sdt 
Botîœd ihat, simultaneously wîik the ontmiid nmkk^ 
place a still greater inward ràûk, and suoh langhis^ 
BBtrer before heard. We socn aaceitained what was 
fbne. Geese and dacka were quac&ing, hena cac1dixi§^~ 
knd above ail came the dyriU pqueak of pigs. Tbe Im^bz^g 
people were for once escaping the octroi duty, and althou^ 
nfe in 60 doing ot e time being, a goilty consGiattsness 
ttat they vrere evading the law made them mah throngh. t&e 
gâtes as though they feaied pnisuit. Bottles contrâmag 
nîne» &)c., were broken in the straggk, eggs amashed» awi 
thrâr possesaors piished and hanled aboi^, but ail amid shooto 
«nd laughter that was contagions to a degxee yon can scaraaiy 
imagme. Crowds of soldiers weve waiting inside tbe bairîeis 
to partake of the good things as tli^ were brought iB| ani 
aany of them had lighted fires, aad weie aoon bwy in pte- 
paiing a gênerai feast. Whan we left tka fim wat- still 
«proariotts, and bnt few of the fowls that had-esea^ tibe 
mftaoi were alive to tell the tale« Tfae wine was in ai«ff isi^ 
to totaily disappear, while the pec^ weie getting mons and 
more happy. No donbt they will long bear in mind. tke 
iSBBOval of the octroi posts. 

In theatricals we bave nothing neip^ wîtk thA-dceptiaft^of 
Gçcn ai ÛMd Itdiens, MBttgihênU la-Iùnéioani^ irhi«k, 
Bbig^-Mamo and Gaxdoni, ia aàtmetive* The BMMisiB 
and pietiyv Baé sbews talent^ baiaraatcbe heaiiipâi 
»faet) two.w three tiaw e^ to Im^aiùmimàkmi^jmMÊl 
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Tlie Bw: /a^sfcO!' fills fàe Fhtnçais te oywflbwîp g-affar fM^ 
nq^ts's repivsentation. The fine coméc/itm Got has a pMt^ia 
Hiis pièce exactty smted to his powers, and contrives to mabe 
te o)d stoiy' "loving a yonng Indy and fearing that he ia ndt 
lleloved in retum" as freah and oharming as tiiough ii wen 
soBtething- qnite new. "One touch of nature makes the M'hole 
ivcnM'kin/' and when le Due Jbô learns tliedeathof his friend 
Ms ontbnrst of overpowefring grief finds a response in eveiy 
Heart. A new drama at the Ambigu Comique, written by the 
prolific Dennery (who must really bave invented eome machine 
te- making plays — s, single révolution of the wheel, nnd they 
oome out sixty at a time), is oalled Le Marchand de Coco, 
Tour readers mayperhaps not knôw exnctiy what a Marchand 
âè Coco iSj but those who are close observera must hâve 
lemai^ed when they were in Paris, men who carrred on theîr 
imeks an oblong tin box, from whence issued at the will of 
tiie marchand a disngreeable yellow-Iooldng liquid, which was 
8oM at the moderate piice of one sou the glass to ail thinly 
urobins, soldiers, ownierSy &c. Tins, then, is the marehand 
êé GooOf who, if we are to believ« M. Dennery, is a being who 
poseesses ail those noble and rare virtues whidi should be 
(bat^mifortunately are not) incnicated m ewiy mind. The 
<SMo merohant reseues fknalea in dîstreas, brings togethm 
li'feffs and sweethearts, parents and children, and starves 
iènself to give to a yoimg lady of noble birth — who, duriiig 
te tnmbloin times of the révolution, bas thrown herself on 
M» protection— the prœeeds of his trade. Frederick Leroaitre, 
tillioagh âge is fa9t*oreepîng'Upon< him, is still the Fredei4flk 
liennître of fermer daye^ aad gives tô Xhb fine but ratkv 
flowery sentiments of 'te a«thor tmnaiàrel which goes sitas^ht 
to te heart of the Boulevards audience. 

A most interesting sale took place a few days ago at the 



220 PHOTOGBAPHS OF PASI8 LIFE. 

hoiel of Mme. Biennais, who, it may be remembered, dîed 
suddenly, and on the same day as her son-in-law, M. Berger, 
^éfet de la Seine. This lady, wbose husband was jeweller to 
Louis XVI. and Napoléon I., had a collection of artisiic 
objects, jewels, &c., possessing rare value in the eyes of ail 
who admire historical souvenirs. TheEmperor, who is impressed 
with great respect and admiration for Marie Antoinette^ caused 
to be purchased îomt flacons and a présentoir y eut in crystal in 
the Louis XVI. style, which were formerly the property of the 
martyr Queen. The priée paid was 6,200f. The remainder 
of this service, of wbich Her Majesty chose the handsomest 
articles, is composed of eighteen pièces, ail in eut crystal, and 
bas been sold for 4,0 OOf. The stoppers and mountings axe 
gold, curiously carred and sculptured. Prince Napoléon became 
the possessor of a fine sword which had been used by tlie 
Pirst Emperor. The guard and sheath are of massive gold— 
the price 3,250f. A silver soup bowl was sold for 3,270^ 
Two fine bronze vases, in the purest style of the First Empire^ 
fetched 2,85 Of. Nothing but the death of Mme. Biennais 
could hâve given to the world thèse objects, whose artistîe 
value is augmented by the réminiscences attached to them. 

A highly salutary measure has just been taken in Lyons, 
which has for its object the keeping in check of that lefirac- 
tory body, the public coachraen. Thèse people, fully conscious 
that, sooner than seek the redress that can be had, thongiL 
with trouble and annoyance, the " fare " will submit to any 
insolence, by the folio wing simple means are made to undear- 
stand that politeness must be observed. In one of the 
pockets in the inside of the fiy or cab are placed a domber of 
letters, of wbich the foUowing is the model : — 
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«Lyon, le 186 . 

M. 
demeurant 

a pris la voiture No. sur la station de la place 

186 heure 
n porte la plainte suivante 



Monsieur Blanc, 

Inspecteur-général de la voirie. 

Bue de la Bourse, 51. 

Lyon. 
(Plier cette lettre, la jeter à la poste sans affranchir.) 

In Fashions we hâve nothing strîkingly novel, although 
the dresses sent out by our first coniurières are perhaps more 
qnietly élégant than those of last year. Green, brown, violet» 
and black are the fashionable eolours for walking dresses. 
Blue is almost totally eschewed, but this is perhaps owing to 
its not being a becoming colour to the Parisiennes. I saw a 
most beautiful dress the other day at Vignon's (the Empress's 
dressmaker), composed of black velvet, but entirely covered 
with the most elaborate embroideiy of black silk, with a few 
jet beads intermingled to give effect. It was made for the 
Countess de M., and has been three month in the ouvnère^a 
hands. A new colour for evening dress is the mauve pink, a 
mixture of the two eolours, which is délicate and veiy be- 
coming. Embroidery is very much in vogue this year ; it is 
extremely bandsome, but the expense of making is sometimes 
greater than the material itself. A groseille moire cadique 
was embroidered down the front of the skirt, on the corsage, 
and on the sleeves, with a handsome pattem of grapes and 
leaves. The silk used is very thick and strong, and on 
délicate coloured dresses must be a shade darker to give effect. 



Gold Hndd is being wAgmife ly introduoed iuto ail articles cf 
ladies' diess. Il bas inTaded even the bonnets. I saw ^ 
wife of one of the foreign Ambassadors ihe other day 
bonnet oomposed of ridi dark grpen yeWet. Tbe 
trimming was a roMleam of gold braid, intertwined with gieoi 
vdvet. Gold aoarns aie plentîfnlly spriulded on the oatside 
of the bonnet, which I can assoie jour leadess gave a moat 
legal appearance to the wearer. The Tulle homiUmné dresses 
will stiU be la grande wÊêde fat baSs tiiis winter. VélYet 
trimniings, whidi ha»e been in gieat favonr, wîll be aban- 
doiied for the more light and giaeeU 'flowers thîs jear Satins 
wîll be more fashionable than silks for demi-loilrUe, bot Uis 
efforts to replace the ûae moire antiques by watered silks bas 
&iled eiitirely. 

And now, before terminating mj epîsâe, aflow 
eondact you into tlie artîstic woild. Ton are no doobt 
ihat tlie confines between art and artistic trade are 
narrow, so do not woiider if I at times get somewhat 
from the first. I lia¥e latt* ly yisîted some rare and TaluaUs 
collections of miniatures which the public will hâve the oppov- 
tmiity of porchasing in a few weeks. A friend of ours (y 
know we are always dépendent npon frîends) pre^ailed 
M. Charles Pillet to allow ns to peep at the colleetioB 
in qu&^tîoii. Oor friend itiformed ns, with duc emphaaôs 
upoii the important fact, that Monsenr Pillet was a celebrateii 
eotnmUsaire priseur, What that is I scarcely kiiow, but I 
impart tlie information for yonr benefit. I am told he îs a 
great friend of les amateurs Anglais. Among the coOectioA 
of miniiitures I particularly noticed one, paiiited bv the 
celebrated Augustin, ot the beautiful wife of tlie late Sfir 
Bobert Peel. I can scarcelv style it a painting. It is « 
Injouy and one can but adutire tlie skitl with which tbe aitàil 
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i hn wndeffed ^he features of our beautiûil eoantiywonuBi. 
I nlso observed two other miniatTires of fiair blonde Eii|>« 

^ hA women, tiiat seemed dépayèéea in Paris. They shoiddl 
be in London, a oity where tke like fair faces and curls maj 
be found. I felt proud of my countrywomen while gaziaf^ 
vpon their chef d'œuvrea. Both of thèse were also by Au- 
gustin, wbo, dying some twenty years ago, bas left such 
admirable works as make us regret the more tbe loss of bis 
skilful nencil. 

Three miniatures by Mme. de Mirbel, tbree by Hall, and 
a portrait of Mme. de Maintenon by Petitot, also form a pati 
of this rare collection. Tbe latter portrait is framed in the 
centre of an oil painting by Lesueur, the subject of which is 
grave and almost philosophical. It is Time making Old Age 
pass before Youth — a délicate compliment by the artist to 
Mme. de Maintenon, who was aged whcn the miniature was 
taken. Lastly, I noticed a portrait of Molière, when he waa 
quite young, by Rigault ; and an oil painting, which may bo 
called a page from the history of the seventeenth century. Ifc 
represents a feast in the apartments of the Duke of Orleann 
(Urgent), at which tbe Ducbess of Berri and the Buchess of 
Marne are présent. 

In my next letter I shall give vou some détails of ti» 
magnificent collection pamangs owneà oy Lord Henry 
Seymour deceased, a short time since. The horses he pos^ 
sesaed at the me of his démise, were sold a few days siiicc» 
I can only assure you that my gentlemen friends said they 
were most splendid animais. In a few days the legatees of 
the noble lord wiU sell his fumiture and the contents of hîs 
famous wine cellar. Ah ! that cellar ! In another letter X 
shall perhaps take you down into ihat famous cave, and gi?© 
you détails that will cause some of y our readers to smacic 
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dieir lips. Thèse wines are sold for the benefit of tlie poor i 
Paris and of London. Jî I call the attention of yonr coimcdh 
seur readers to this sale, and they accordingly purchase, wliy, 
I shall hâve worked for the poor 1 So I announoe to fN 
80me wine talk for my next. 



LETTEE XXXV. 



New Year's Festivities— The Review of the Impérial Qtiard— 
The Prince Impérial on his Pony — ^Madame Brohan*8 Nflf 
Comedielta— The Grand Court Bail— The Empress'i T» 
lette — ^The Princesa Ciotilde — ^An English Eifleman. 

Paris, Thursday, Jannary 12, 1860. 
In political circles one of the chief subjects of conversation a 
the change of Ministers. By some persons the removal of 
M. Walewski is regarded with disfavour, while, of courae IL 
de Thouveners adhérents predict every possible good ùm 
the moment of his taking possession of the port^emUe di 
Toreign Affairs. I am almust ashamed to acknowledge tiiat 
my first thought npon reading the announcement of tte 
change in The Moming Chronicle, was, " how sorry CSonni 
and Countess Walewski must be to give up that magnifioent 
xnansion, upon whose pnrqueted and deliciously smooth flocff 
somany happy feet were dancing at their grand àal maMfU 
last year." The Empress must hâve had the same idaa on 
this matter, for her Majesty has placed at the disposai of 
Count Walewski the now unoccupîed house of the Duke and 
Dachess d'Albe, in the Champs Elysées. The gradoos oflSsr 
was declined. The Count and Countess are about to feaida 
in an apartment in the Faubourg St. Honoré. In a Ibw 



k 



PHOTOGRAPHS OF PABIS LIFE. 225 

weeks anotlier bal masqué will be given at tbe Ministry of 
Eoreigu Affairs, but tbe smiling and fair-baired Coantess, 
wbo so graciously received ail wbo entered tbose noble balls, 
will no longer be tbere. Tbe Countess was particularlj 
gracions to our compatriots. 

The New Year's festivities are pretty well over now^ 
altbougb présents are given and cards sent during tbe entire 
montb. AU objets d^art, jewellery, and even bonbons, baye 
increased so dreadfully in price during tbe past few years, 
tbat tbe great désire now is to présent not only sometbing 
for wbicb a great price bas been paid, but sometbing recherché 
— quite unusual. I bave beard of several of tbese latter 
being given. One lady, well koown in Paris as daugbter of 
an Englisb earl and wife of a Frencb duke, bad received a 
box of bonbons en papillotes. Tbe box being a bandsome 
one, and coming from one of tbe lady 's most intimate friends, 
caused some surprise wben found to contain banhons wrapped 
in paper, wbicb style is quite out of fasbion now. Tbe sur- 
prise was cbanged to pleasure wben it was found tbat in 
every jpapî7^o^« was tbe autograpb of some celebrated person. 
Sbakespeare, Byron, and Milton, reminded tbe lady of her 
native poets ; Eacine, Voltaire, and Molière recalled tbose of 
tbe land of ber adoption. It was a most beautiful présent, 
and most gracefully conceived. 

A grand military spectacle was afiPorded us on Taesday, 
At one o'clock tbe Emperor, in bonour of tbe Prince of 
Orange, passed tbe Impérial Guard in review. As early as 
eleven o'clock a mass of people of ail âges, sexes, and con- 
ditions, bad congregated near tbe Place du Carrousel. Tbej 
were not exactly aware of wbat was to take place, but tbey 
knew tbat some ceremony was to be performed, owing to tbe 
pumbers of sergents de ville tbat surrounded tbe Palace, wbile 
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hrge nnmben of moanted gendarmes kept the atreets doi; 
and prevented the crowd from pressing too neario ik 
entrance of the Tuileries court-yard. Soon the qnick fifdf 
iinsîc of the Chasseurs de ViDcennes was heard, and tki 
the sturdy, active little fellows, came marching into the Hss 
da Carrousel. AU of them wore the Italian medal, whik 
many, very many of them had the cross of the Légion d 
Honour and the Yictoria medal. They had bra^âj shivered 
in the cold dreary Crimea, and bravely panted underthebnm- 
îng rays of an Italian sun. I gazed with heartfelt admiration ti 
thèse heroes, when, the noise of approaching mnsic and t 
murmur of approbation on the part of the crowd causing ne 
to look back, I perceived the white turbans of the dare-deii 
Zouaves. On they came with a swagger peculiarly their owi^ 
and noticeable in no other troops. What décorations! Wbit 
«cars, and what large beards, and ugly terrible-] ooking Httle 
3nen ! The tambour-major was twisting and tuming Us 
csne^ the drums were beating quickly, while the shiS 
trumpcts kept time with the elastic step of the soldiers. AB 
this I felt rather than saw, for my attention was û^ed on 8 
pale, handsome young officer, whose left arm was gone, whoac 
cheek was gashed with a deep, oh ! so deep a scar, that had 
for ever closed an eye, whose breast was covered with 
décorations, and who was marching quickly and biavelj along 
as though he were Mars himself, and not a frail morial like 
any of us. No wonrder the men are brave when they haye 
snch officers. I should hâve stated above that the Chassenis 
de Yincennes had their drapeau decorated, and that when the 
tattered and glorious standard appeared, the crowd cheered 
in the most enthusiastic manner. The régiment of Chasseurs 
I refer to now is the one that so gallantly stormed and took 
iome Austrian batteries at Solferino, After the Zouarci 
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came tbe tall, atrong-looking Grenadiers, and theu the 
Voltigeurs. 

At one o'cloek precisely tlie tamhoura battant aux champs 
announced the présence of the Emperor. His Majesty was 
accompanied by the Prince of Orange, and a splendid and 
nost brilliant cortège of gênerai offîcers. Marshals Bandon^ 
Eegnault de Saint Jean d'Angely, and Magnan were among 
the cortèffe, as were General Fleury and the officiers cTordon^ 
nance of the Emperor on service. While the Emperor was 
slowly riding along the front line of bronzed beroes, a scène 
of a more amusing character was taking place in tbe court- 
yard of the Tuileries. His Impérial Highness the little Prince, 
mounted, much to his évident delight, upon a real pony, was 
makihg a more familiar visit to the soldiers of the Grenadier 
régiment in which his Highness is a corporal. M. Bachon, 
the écuyer of the Prince, walked by his side and held him on 
his saddle. The little fellow was rigged out in ail the glory 
€f full uniform, with the galon on his arm ; and it was a 
most amusing thing to witness hîs demure look as he passed 
along the ranks. The little soldier cap gave him a smart, 
sharp look, while his bright blue eyes were dancing with a 
glee that was at variance with the dignified pinched-up air of 
his little mouth. When the vouthful Grenadier had com- 
pleted his round he retumed to the Palace, where the 
Empress, with her ladies of honour, was waiting to receive 
him. He pranced about, having descended from his pony, 
until the Emperor, the Prince of Orange, and the brilliant 
escort came in front of the Pavillon de l'Horloge to witness 
the défile of the troops : whereupon the young Impérial scion 
remounted his well-trained pony and took his stand at the 
left hand of his father. As the troops passed before their 
Majesties they shouted "Vive l'Empereur ! " " Vive Tlm- 



228 PHOTOGEAPHS OF PASIS LIFE. 

pératrîce ! " " Vive le Prince Impérial ! " wliile the ero\^d 
outside, catching up the ciy, made the square ring with most 
loyal and eyiden% heartfelt acclamations. The Farisians 
are proud of their soldiers, and they feel redoubled admiration 
for the Sovereign that leads them on from victory to victory, I 
heard an old lady near me exclaim, with the accent of truth 
and deep feeling, as the Emperor passed near us, " C'est lui 
qui devrait porter la plus grande et la plus belle médaille 
d'Italie." 

By two o'clock the déjilé was over, and the Emperor, 
the Prince of Orange, and the brUliant staff had gone to 
lunch I suppose, while the distant roU of the drum indicated 
that the soldiers were going io their barracks. In a short 
time the crowd slowly dispersed, and the whole affair was 
ended. The Parisians had had an additional spectacle, and 
they, also, were willing to retire. 

The Empress has presented to Greneral Dieu, who was so 
severely wounded at Solferino, a most ingeuious mechanical 
couch. The General's wounds prevent his rising as yet, and 
the couch in question is so arrangcd as to allow the brave 
soldier to recline in any position he pleases, by working the 
raachineiy of the couch. Her Majesty enhanoed the value 
of the considerate giffc by making known to the gênerai that 
she fiilly appreciated the services he had rendered to France, 
and by expressing the most ardent hopes for his speedy 
recovery. It is a most commendable trait in the character 
of Eugénie of Erance that she is ever ready to sympathise 
with the afflicted. 

At the Italiens, MargherUa la Mendicaute has proved a 
great success. The liàretto is scanty, but the music is most 
melodious. Gardoni's sweet tones linger in one's ears afber 
the opéra, for the music is very well suited to his voice. 
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Mme. Borghi-Mamo, albeit not one of tlie favourites of 
your correspondent, shows to advantage in M. Braga's new 
opéra. We are looking forward to some of the old favoarites 
at the Italiens. Flotow's opéra of Marta^ which has been in 
rehearsal for a month, wiU no doubt soon be given. At the 
Français we are having the old standard comédies on the off 
nights of Le Ihcc Job. A little comedietta, in one act, written 
by the sjpirittcelle Augustine Brohan, called Q^i femme a, 
guerre a, has been received with extraordinary favour. The 
plot, which is a \ ery sliglit one, does not even possess novelty of 
idea. The characters are a married couple, who, while really 
loviDg mutually,manage to be dreadftdly ennuyés in each other's 
Society. The lady complains that the gentleman no longer shows 
that dévotion, that empreBsement^ that delightful embarrass- 
ment in her présence, which was visible before their marriage. 
He no longer praises her hair, her eyes, her figure — in fact, he 
is getting fat, and no longer loves her. The unoiFending hus- 
band pleads in defence that if he is growing fat, it is because he 
has contentment of niind. Does he not possess the object of 
his affection ; why should he praise her beauty ? If he found 
anything which did not please him he would complain ; he 
never complained, so he was always pleased. The lady, how- 
ever, pays Kttle attention to thèse excuses, and is only brought 
to her sensés on finding a hïLlet doux in a female hand ad- 
dressed to her husband, lying on the floor, where he had 
accidentally dropped it. Her jcalousy and fears aroused 
seriously, she Aies to ask pardon for her complaints, and finds 
to her intense delight that the letter was a ruse of the loving 
husband. This slight sketch can give you but little idea of 
the keen and sparkling wit of the dialogue, the brilliancy 
of the repartee, and the délicate pathos of the repentant wife. 
The first grand court bail of the season took place last 
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nîght ai the Tuileries. As early as half-past nine o'deek: 
Ûk9 immense salies were crowded with the lank, wit, and 
beanty now congregated in the capital. The great objeofe 
to the oecasional yisitor to those balls is to make his waj 
inio la Salle des Màréekauw, in which gorgeouely decorated 
romn the Impérial quadrille is danced. Tfais object last 
night seemed to us, coming about half-past nine, to be almosi 
impossible to attain. A dense crowd was assembled in the 
long room, the furst into which you enter, and to make yous 
way through so many officers, magistrates, judges, and ladies» 
wiyes and daughters of ail thèse, seemed periectly impractica* 
ble. I, howeyer, was extremely anxious to witness tho 
Impérial quadrille ; and as ce qve femrM veut Dieu le veuf, 
afier much pushing and struggling, I managed to get into 
the Salle des Maréchauas, We were amply repaid for our 
trouble, for never hâve I seen the Empress looking so lovely, 
nor the Emperor himself so gay and smiling. I had no time 
then to observe her Majesty's toilet, for the first strains of 
the quadrille had begun, and the Prince of Orange had 
approached her, and was leading her to her place. Th* 
Emperor made vis-à-vis with the Princess Clotilde, while the 
Prince Napoléon danced with his sister the Princess Mathilde* 
It was a double quadrille, and I remarked that Marshai 
Magnan and the Princess d'Essling. were in it. My whole 
attention was given to the Impérial couple, and I therefoie 
took little note of the persons of less importance. Tbis was 
the first time I had seen the young Prince of Orange, for 
driving rapidly by on horseback or in a carriage can hardly 
be called seeing. He is a slender, interesting-looking young 
man, though not strikingly handsome. I think I should hâve 
recognised him as a Dutchman, even had I not known it. 
He moved graoefully through the quadrille — ^no easy matter 
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when you liave tbe zepbyr-like Eugénie by your side to makê 
yon look awkward and stiff. Tbe quadrille finisbed, tbe 
Impérial daneers retumed to tbeir seats, to tbe intense 
gratification of tbe persons in tbe otber rooms, wbo weia 
waiting tbis signal to hegin tbeir own dancing. Tbe exceUent 
band began playing a delicious waltz, wbicb set many more 
couples dancing tban could find room. Tbese last were 
suddenly stopped by an important person in a red coat, wbo^ 
witb an imperious wave of tbe band and a grand frown, gare 
token tbat tbeir Majesties were approacbing. How beautiful 
tbe Empress looked as sbe advanced smiling and bowing to 
ail tbe guests — now giving ber tiny band to some friend, and 
now stopping to speak to some more favoured being. A 
gorgeous scène, it was, just at tbat moment. Tbe skilfiil 
arrangement of tbe mirrorsintbe apartment, wbicb reflected a 
bundred-fold tbe persons and objects contained tberein ; tbef 
brilliant ligbts wbicb made tbe diamonds of tbe ladies sparkle 
and glow like very fire upon tbe snowy bosoms of tbe fair 
wearers; tbe many and Tarions uniforms; and, last of ail,, 
tbe exquisite court costume wom by tbe Frencb gentlemen, 
made one of tbe grandest coups-d'œil tbat can possibly be 
îmagined. 

Now I bad ample time to observe tbe Empress's toilette. 
A description of it wiU not, I am sure, give any idea of tbe 
brilliant simplicity (if I may use tbe term) of ber dress. Over 
a slip of white silk was placed a skirt of wbite tuUe bouU^ 
lonné. Aroimd tbe bottom of tbis were gracefully arranged 
some green and deadleaves, " ail gliltering witb silver sbeen," 
as if tbe frost bad toucbed tbem. Over this was tbrown a 
long skirt of tulle, Tbe idea of tbe frost was also carried out 
bere, for, as tbe délicate material fell in gracefol folds, tbe 
ligbts brougbt out tbe silver drops upon tbe dress. Her 
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Majesty wore upon her head a magniilcent diadem, and 
comb of diamonds and emeralds, necklace and bracelets to 
match. I may observe, ^ar parenthèse, and for the especial 
benefit of your lady readers, that I hâve never seen her 
Majesty with a larger crinoline ; in fact^ ail the ladies, far 
firom abandoning that much-abused appendage to a lady*s 
costume, seem to glory in an even more extensive amplure 
than last year. 

Their Majesties passed on; the Emperor was looldng 
very well, but, I regret to say, dreadftilly bored. Dancing 
now commenced in eamest, and was kept np, with. littlç 
intermission, until past two o'clock. Before she retired, I 
saw the Princess Clotilde. Her Impérial Highness looked 
very well, and her light blue dress with gold stars showed ofl 
to advantage the délicate transparency of her complexion; 
but, beyond this, I see little to admire in the daughter of 
King Victor Emmanuel. She is excessively petite^ has smaU 
inexpressive eyes, and the lower portion of her face is much 
too large for the upper. Added to this, a constant frown 
gives her an air of discontent, far from agreeable, and which 
is rendered more prononcé by the smiling look of the 
Empress. 

Injustice to our countrywomen, and to soothe those who 
may hâve considered themselves aflfronted by remarks in a 
former letter, I will say that among the finest toilettes 
présent were some wom by English ladies ; and when 
they are well dressed how beautiful our English girls look ! 
I saw many red coats of a very familiar eut executing 
the deux temps with great perfection. One very tall man 
passed and repassed the bench upon which I was sittîng. 
He looked very melancholy, and dîd [not participate in the 
dancing. It was a uniform, certainly, he was wearing ; but 



J^HOTOGSAFHS OF PARIS LIÏE. 233~ 

g black, entirely black, without any relieving colour! The 
b tight jacket and trousers, with no gold bands — what could it 
J be ? During a polka, I got as near the object of my wonder 
Si ^ possible, and then I saw upon his accoutrements the 
i letters — ^V. R, He was an English rifleman, but what a very 
j melancholy uniform. The rifle uniform relieved with a little 
I red is very distingué^ but the one to which I refer was quite 
unlike anything I had seen before. 

I should hâve spoken in the beginning of this comjpte 
rendu of the magnificent aspect of the grand staircase that 
leads to the ball-room. On each step were standing two 
Cent Gardes, with their long glittering swords drawn ; and 
the weapons, as well as the dazzingly bright cuirasses and 
helmets of this unique body guard, reflected in flashes the 
bright rays of myriads of lamps and lustres. ReaUy a bail 
at the Tuileries is a most magnificent scène. 

The Emperor retired much earlier than did the Empress, 
I hâve just ascertained that his Majesty has gone to St» 
Germain for a day's shooting, and thus I can account for 
his leaving the gay and festive scène at a comparatively early 
hour. 

I had intended to speak to you of other matters this week, 
but as my letter is now too long, I shall defer them until my 
next. 



2&i 



PHOIOGSAPHS OF PABIS LIFB. 



LETTER XXXVI. 



Pàsbionable Movements — ^The Princess Mettemîch: her Wir 
against Crinoline — ^The' Princess Mathiide's First Soiré»-* 
New Toilettes— The Empress Engénie's «'Bal Intimes- 
Musical and Theatrical Gossip — ^M. Mocqnard's New Pièce. 

Paris, Thursday, January 19, 1860. 

Qreat activity now reigns in our fashionable cirdes. The 
Princess Mettemich throws open her salons every Satnrday, 
and the fashion and rank of ail nations now in Paris maj 
there be found assembled. I may hère observe, for the bene- 
fit of your lady readers, that the Princess seems determined ta 
bring in the fashions of the first Empire, as she appears wîtii- 
ont crinoline and with very short- waisLed and tiglit-sleeved 
dresses ; but I feel quite certain that this mode will not meet 
with gênerai favour, for it requires the beauty and grâce of a 
Joséphine and a Marie Louise to make the disgradeusei 
modes of their time at aQ pleasing. The Princess is not 
alone in her endeavour to revive this fashion ; the Marquise 
Aguado, a Spanish lady of great wealth, has also adopted H; 
but the Empress still clings to the crinoline, and I think, 
without her Impérial consent, the efforts of the lesser lumi- 
naries will prove futile. Last Monday evening the fine hotel 
of the Princess Mathilde, in the Eue 'de Courcelles, was 
beautifully lighted, and numberless carriages entered the 
large cour d'honneur, and deposited their precious burthens 
of crinoline and lace at the principle entrance of this princely 
résidence. It was her Highness's first soirée, and it was a 
grand one. The whole of the diplomatie corps was repre- 
sented, and the présence of younger membera of the principal 
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families of distinction gave to the scène great animation. Thuè- 
dancing did not cease until after two o'clock in the mornii^, 
I observed some very bandsome toilettes /at tbis bail ; tàtt 
Princess Metteniich and Mme. Agaado were dressed in thd 
peculiar fashion of the first Empire, of which I hâve alreadj 

spoken, but the the Duchesse de M , the wife of the cele« 

brated diplomatist, was attired in a most simple but beautifol 
manner — an under slip of white satin, over thisa skirt of tuUe 
dauUlonné, the bouillons being cherry and white altemately, 
Again, a skirt of tulle, entirely white, and not bouillonné, looped 
up on one side with a large brooch of rubies and diamonds, a 
tiara of rubies and diamonds with necklace and bracelets to 
match. Another pretty dress was composed of tulle (this mate- 
rial is almost d^ rigueur now for balls), the upper half white, 
and the lower half red. Over the white portion was placed a 
Brussels lace flounce, black, while over the red part was 
thrown another flounce of Brussels lace, but white. The 
black flounce wes surmounted by a ruche of red tulle, and the 
white flounce by a ruche of whit^ tulle, but placed on the red 
portion of the skirt. A wreath of red and white roses crowned 
the head of the fair wearer, and completed this exquisite 
toilette. By those who possess that excellent fond de garde 
robe lace flounces, this dress may easily be arranged. Even 
if both flounces were black the effect would still be very 
fine. Tbe most charraing, because the most sélect, soirées of 
the winter are the bals intimes of the Empress. Her Ma* 
jesty gave one this week. There were but 250 persons pré- 
sent. Besides Prince Mettemich no other diplomatist was 
honoured with an invitation. Perhaps her Majesty thought 
thèse gentlemen too full of political cares to joia in the mirth 
and jollity of her petit bal. The Emperor only remained half 
an hour in the rooms, but the Empress, who seemed to enjoy. 
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the fun as well as her guests, stayed till the last of thèse had 
departed. Her Majesty's dress was of white tulle, looped up 
with a gaiiand of roses and grapes ; coiffure of roses and 
grapes intermiDgled with diamonds. The Ëmpress, who in 
the Court balls only dances oncei and that a quadrille ; in her 
petits bals certainly lets few of the fancy dances pass by with- 
out joining in. Those who hâve seen the beautiful Eugénie 
but in " the pomp of pageantry, the pride 'of power," when 
custom forces a staid and dignified demeanour, can hâve llttle 
idea of how heartily she participâtes in the verpe and laisser 
aU^r which characterise our neighbours. 

At the Italiens we hâve had the reprise of BeUini's beau- 
tiful opéra La Sonnanibula, if not the most important, at least 
the sweetest and most carefully-written work of the Neapo- 
litan maestro. It was written and produced at Milan in 
1830; Madame Pasta, Rubini, and Mariani took the prin- 
cipal râles. The libretto was by Felice Romani, and was 
taken from a ballet composed by Scribe for the Grand Opéra 
at Paris. The opéra was brought out at the Italiens in the 
year 1831, and met with great success, Madame Pasta, 
Rubini, and Santini performed the principal parts. It was 
the rôle of Elvino that made the famé of Rubini in Paris. 
The part of Amina is a favourite one with cantatrices. In 
1832 Mme. Tadolini, an excellent singer, took the part at 
the Italiens; in 1835, the well-known Mme. Persiani ; in 
1850, Sontag; in 1852, Cnivelli. The young aftiste noîT 
entrusted with this important rdle is a French woman, a pupil 
of Duprez, who has never before appeared on the stage. A 
brilliant career in her profession lies before Mlle. Marie Battu. 
Possessing a pleasing appearance, a sweet and at the same 
time powerful voice, together with the high degree of cultiva- 
tion which Duprez always gives his pupils^ she is destiued 
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before long to take her place amongst the most celebrated 
of the musical celebrities. Gardoni was the Mvino, and 
astonished even his greatest admirers with the power, strength, 
and force with which he sang. The Mario worshippers are 
constantly complaining of a want of fire in Gardoni. They 
must complain of something ; and, as his voice is perfectly 
faiiltless, they speak of inanimate acting. But it is impos- 
sible for them to complain of a lack of fire in his rendering of 
Elmno, In the magnificent air where he accuses and repuises 
the innocent Amina^ his whole action, singing, and expression 
were admirable. Angelini as the Count was, as usual, per- 
fectly satisfactory. MargJierita la Mendicanû has not been 
so successful as the management hoped ; the music is good, 
but no higher term of approbation can be applied to it. 
Gardoni and Mme. Borghi-Mamo contrived to get themselves 
applauded, but they could not succeed in making the opéra 
a " hit." Doubtless M, Braga will improve on this, which 
is a veiy creditable beginning for a young composer. At the 
other théâtres there is nothing of importance to mention. 
The Opcra Comique is still giving Le Pardon de Fhërmel^ but 
the withdrawal of Eaure as Hoël gives the idea that something 
new will shortly be produced. Those skilled in the mysteries 
of the différent théâtres say that Bon Juan by Mozart, is now 
in rehearsal at the Opéra Comique, with Faure as the liber- 
tine. This would be a great treat, after the quantity of 
operatic nothings we hâve been seeing at the]^Salle Favart. 
At the Lyrique one of last winter's favourite opéras, La Reine 
Topaze, has been reproduced, with Madame Miolan Carvalha 
as the heroine. The house has been crowded, although the 
opéra is a most absurd one, both in plot and in musical com- 
position, introducing the ** Carnaval de Venise," and other 
thread-bare airs much too frequently. Alexandre Dumas* 
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play. Le Père Prodigue, is still drawing great ciowds to 
Gymnase. The Prince of Orange hononred by his jnesoK 
a horrîd, dirty, little, low Boulevard théâtre, called the FqEb 
Dramatiques, to witness the review, Ftve la Joie et m 
Pommes de Terre. You can inagine from the title whittk 
]Hece must be, and will therefore not be severe with me witt 
I say I bave not seen it. In that most interesting ail 
instructive work, called " The Travels of Brown, Jones, ail 
Bobinson," friends of the staid Mr. Punch, I remanber i 
picture of Jones, as he appeared at the Opéra at home, ai 
Jones as he appeared at the Opéra abroad. What a contrat 
bctween the Jones well coifffe, irreproacbably gloved ind 
booted, who sits by the side of his lady mother, a beautifiil 
•picture of the English gentleman — and the Joues of the Con- 
tinent, who, with his feet up on the bench before him, hi 
imcombed hair straggling over his forehead, indolges in l 
prolonged yawn occasioned by the loss of sleep in the railwaf* 
carnage the night before. You wilFperhaps think thîs rathec 
îrrelevant ; but I was going to say that I am struck with the 
différence in the comportment of the young scions of royal 
and impérial houses at home and in Paris. At home tkey 
are like Jones, in a higher degree ; in Paris they visit théâtres 
into which an honest bourgeois would scarcely enter — în ftwt, 
they take advantage of the French laisser aller lo see ail tk 
amusements of the lower classes of the capital. I suppose 
the attraction is "variety," which, as our great bard téH M, 
is « the spice of Hfe." 

The Vaudeville, a théâtre that for several years has becn 
noted for the looseness and immorality of the plays represented 
on its boards, has justproducedone which, in point of shameftj 
and disgusting incidents, far exceeds La Dame aux Ckunéliat, 
JhHla, Les Filles de Marbre, and others of the dass. Lf 
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JPéiiélope Normande is a disgrâce to tlie théâtre, to thé actors,* 
to ihe public, and its production at the Yaudeville shows thât 
**La Censure," that body to which ail plays must be submitted 
in Paris, is not particular as to morality so long as political 
eyents are not touched upon. But with the public lies the 
blâme. This style of drama, though universally censured, 
draws better thau any oiher, and the management, of course^ 
panders to the public taste. 

The sale of Lord Henry Seymour's wines commenced the 
day before yesterday and continued yesterday and to-day. The 
attcndance was very large, and the priées given exceedingly 
good. The sale finishes to-day. The amateurs of curiosities, 
objects of art, and of pictures, seem never to be tired of the 
fréquent sales of thèse articles which take place at the Hôtel 
de Tentes in the Eue Drouat. Gro when you will, you always 
find the same persons seeking ail things to which may be 
attached a historical souvenir, or which are due to the talent 
of some great artist. I spoke in a former letter of a collection 
of miniatures and oil-paintings which were to be sold by M. 
Pillet, the commissaire primeseur. This sale took place the 
day before yesterday in présence of a large number of amateurs. 
A charming miniature by Augustin, the portrait of the 
celebrated cantatrice Henriette Sontag, Comtess de Eossî, as 
she appeared in the rôle of Donna Anna in Bon Juan^ 
was sold for 845f. ; and the portrait of the beautifui 
wife of Sir Eobert Peel, also by Augustin, fetched 300f, 
A portrait of the Baronne de Mouchy, by Dumont, 805£ 
The family of Hall, painted by himself, a chef Pauvre 
well-known in the artistic world, brought the good priée of 
2,260f. The portrait of the daughter of the Duc de Coigny, 
known as la pauvre fUe^ painted by Hall, was sold for 420f. 
This interesting picture^ to the original of which are attached 
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somc of the most melanclioly souvenirs of the French révolution, 
excited great admiration among the amateurs. The daughter 
of the Duc de Coigny, whose memory will live as long as 
the French language is spoken, on account of the beautifal 
Unes compose d on her by André Chenier, was a most beautifiil 
and accomplished young lady. On one side of this minîatme 
was written, La veille du dernier jour ; oJiy mon Dieu / On 
the other side — Résignatùyn angéliqtte, Conciergerie^ 1798. 
Priez pour elle, What sad thoughts, what dark foreVxiàings, 
what joys for ever blasted are cxpressed by thèse few words, 
whose simplicity is more touching than would be a flood of 
passionate grief. It was to her that André Chenier dedicated 
his sublime ode, "La Jeune Captive." He was endariiig 
împrisonment at that time and in the same prison as the 
noble and beautiful MdUe. de Coigny, and it was in a daà 
and noisome cell of St. Lazare that the touching verses were 
written. 

I hâve been to see the new play by Messieurs Mocquard 
and Dennery, L^ Histoire d'un Drapeau^ at the Théâtre 
Impérial du Cirque. The plot is one of the most simple 
character. A battalion of the Parisian volunteers goes to 
join the Army of Italy, commanded by General Bonaparte. 
Before leaving Paris thèse brave men buy a flag, which on 
the iield of battle will remind them of the faubourgs of the 
great city where they passed their childhood. Arrived in 
Italy, they obtain the right to préserve the flag, and are soon 
in présence of the enemy. Courage is of little avail when 
expérience is with it ; our Parisian volunteers fly before the 
enemy ; Greneral Bonaparte présents liimself before them, and 
pronounces them unworthy to bear the colours of France. 
Thèse words wound the pride of the brave soldiers — two or 
three leave the ranks, and swear to vedeem their honour aod 
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préserve tlieir flag. In the next act we see the expédition 
to Egypt. Our volunteers hâve conducted themselves glo- 
riously at the battle of the Pyramids, and their flag enter» 
the town of Cairo saluted by the whole army. Hère several 
years pass. The Empire has been proclaimed ; the flag has 
been surmounted by an eagie ; but, at an engagement out'^ 
side the walls of Viçnna, the officer who bore it has been 
killed ; the soldiers are not able to défend it, and the glo-v 
ïious standard is in the hands of the Austrians. The. 
Parisians swear to redeem it, and by aid of disguises pêne* 
trate into a fort where the flag is hid, seize it, and when the 
Impérial army enters Vienna, the volunteers hâve the glory 
t>f presenting to the Emperor the eagle-crowned drapeau ! 
After the campaign of Germa ny cornes that of Russia. Tha 
Parisians bear up against the killiug frost of the Eussian. 
winter ; make a triumphal entry into Smolensk; see Moscow 
bumed before their eyes ; and retum to France with their 
flag. But the times are changed ; the tricolour dare na 
longer float to the breeze ; it must be hidden. The Emperor 
is at Elba. The soldiers are now under the Eestoration^ 
and the white flag is offered to them. The officers refuse, 
and to the words of one of Louis XVIII's préfets reply by 
shouting "Vive l'Empereur/' The ery is soon to be a 
loyal one, for the Emperor retums from the island of Elba« 
^nd the first soldiers who sainte him are the volunteers of 
Paris, and the first tricolour that he sees is their flag. 

This is the end of the drama; but before the curtain 
falls the scène at the back changes, and one sees the taking 
of the heights of Solferino by the army of Napoléon III. 
The flag of the first Empire has been avenged; it again 
appears on the battle-field, glorious and triumphant as when 
floating over the Pyramids and at Moskowa. Join to thesa 
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imlitaiy facts a few amusing iDcidents, ^hich give intemi 

to the drama, and y ou will hâve an idea of tlie pièce, whié 

leally does honour to M. Denneiy and to bis erudite colk' 

lorateur. The people, enthusiastîc always at any inenikl 

of the name of their great General and Smperor, conU 

Bcarcely contain themselves during the patriotic speechesol 

the actors ; and when in an éloquent speech tbe hero of tk 

pièce throws down the white flag and shouts *• Yive l'E» 

pereur !** the cry was taken up by the whole audience, ail 

for ûve minutes cries of " Vive l'Empereur !'* " Yiye b 

Pamille Impériale !" rang through the Isurge building. 

Thèse little incidents will prove to any one the real pofft 
larity of the Impérial régime. The word Napoléon acts Iflst 
xnagic upon the masses, and no one can but be convinced i 
this when they witness the enthnsiasm of the spectatois i 
ihe Théâtre du Cirque. The actor who represented N«ç^ 
leon I. was received with frenzied shouts of " Vive TB» 
pereur," and fifty times during the evening tbe crowd iM 
swayed with iiTfesistible émotion when he used words mem^ 
lable as having fallen from the lips of the great Geneidi 
The authors of the Histoire d'un Drapeau, Messieurs Mûù^ 
quard and Denneiy, must bave felt a glow of pleasuraUB* 
and patriotic pride sweil in their hearts when they heard tit 
loud, sincère, and enthusiastic shouts of the audiâBaSk 
••Vive l'Empereur Napoléon" must hâve rung in their em 
long after the sa/le de spectacle was empty, for they bad, wîtt 
the mat^ic of their talent, caused the outburst of a giatijfied 
national feeling. 
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LETTER XXXVn. 

Hr. Barey ai the Cirque Napoléon : bis Interpréter — DeaUi^of 
Grassot — Paria Theairicals : *' Croquignole XXYI." at iJbe 
Bouffes Parisiens — The Countess de Momy — ^The Pirst 
Soirée at the Austrian Ambassador's — ^New Paris Mode»'» 
Herr Wagner's Concert — ^The Bail at the Tuileries — Edmond 
▲bout's Duel 

Paris, Thursday, January 26, 1860, 
I BHALL begin my letter with a bxief account of a peor^ 
fbnuanoe tbat bas attracted great attention bere. You will 
bear with me if I do net write secundem artem, but upon 
snch a subject ladies cannot be expected to bave the aplomb 
which seems to be the great ambition of several of my gentla- 
men acquaintancea. I refer to Mr. Earey, the American. 
hoTse-tamer, who bas so often and so successfully exhibited 
bis oapacity in tbat line in London. JVir. Barey, as was 
announoed bere some days since, by large yellow, red and 
bine posters, stuck np aU over the town, was to give three 
exhibitions at the Cirque Napoléon; and as aU Paris bas 
beard of bis great and useful power in subduing vice in tbat 
best of man's firiends, the horse, why, of course, ail Paris was 
anxious to see the Bompteur, and to witness évidence of his 
remarkable system. Of course, your correspondent includes 
herself in "ail Paris," and yesterday, at two o'clock, I 
formed a portion of the great crowd tbat filled the Cirque 
Napoléon. At a given hour Mr. Barey appeared, made a 
bow to the sélect audience, and delivered a short speech, to 
tbe effect tbat be was not gcing to favour us with the view of 
any desperate struggle, but a simple évidence cf his system 
for sabduing without iiguiy the wildest and most stubboni 

R 2 
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horse. A rather ludicrous scène occurred ai the moment. 
Mr. Earey spoke in English ; in îaict, hé said he regretted He 
couLd not speak in Erencb, but he at the same time pointeâ 
to a gentleman near him who was to act as interpréter. At 
thîig, the person I refer to, stepped forward and began, in 
abont the worst possible French, attempting a translation cÂ 
Mr. Karey's remarks. Flus haut ! plm haid ! was shoixteà 
out on ail sides. The poor interpréter (an Englishnaan) 
raîsed his voice until he got very red in the face, but mtlioiit 
aiiy decided success. I must remark hère, that if Mr. "Rarey 
' did not know as much of the language as did his interpréter, 
he must hâve less knowledge of French than any one I ever 
saw. Loud rose the shouts of the people that were up in. thé 
galleries. But the greater portion of the audience were most 
respectable, and they soon succeeded in silencing tbe 
clamour. This donc, a horse was brought in. It seenx^d a 
most quiet, good-natured beast, and Mr. Barey assured us 
that such was the base — ^that he had chosen it merely tû 
give a preliminary idea of his System. He then buckLed a 
strap aroimd the horse's 1^, having first doubled it up, and 
the poor, soft-eyed horse limped about for some time, until 
at last it lay down quietly, and Mr. Earey proceeded to 
knock its hoofs together, and do sundry other things indica- 
tive of the poor horse's entire tameness and entire prostration. 
This doue, the " good horse " was led out, and a tall, raw- 
boned, ugly-eyed animal made his appearance. I noticed 
that he >nrore a muzzle, and Mr. Earey announced that he was 
a most terribly vicions animal, that he bit those who came 
near, and that he also treated the ûnwary to any quantity of 
kicks. AU this détestable character the horse fully bore oat, 
by backing his ears, and rolling eyes that decidedly looked 
too white. You see I am aware that a horse should not 
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show too much of the white of Ids eye. I must avow, liow- 
ever, 0ntre nom, that I got the idea from my aforesaîd 
gentlemen acqnaintances. Mr. Karey buclded up his 1^, 
after some trouble, andthentherecommeneed a serions tussle. 
The brute was most obstinate, and refused to be laid down ; 
but, after a rather long space of time, Mr. Karey succeeded 
in getting him on Ms side ; and in a few moments the maa 
Jiad completely conquered the brute, thus proving moat 
conclusively that the System is a most useful one. I confesa 
J shuddered when Mr. Earey laid his head between the hind 
hoofs of the stubbom brute, that had been so short a time 
before kicldng most viciously; but he was evidently well 
aware that he could do so safely. The large vicions eyes, ai 
first so starting forth, and even injected with blood, now 
looked meek and humble, and a gênerai relaxation of the 
muscles was very apparent, It was man*s victory, by 
superior skill and courage, over brute strength and dogged- 
ness. An universal feeling of sympathy with Mr. Earey was 
evinced by the most uproarious cheers and clapping of hands. 
I noticed that the ladies présent were mostly English and 
American. The Prench ladies do not ride much, and take, 
consequently, but little interest in horses. Mr. Barey gives 
a few more exhibitions hère, and I do not doubt they wiU aU 
be as successftd as the one we attended. Our Jockey Cbib 
was well represented yesterday, and I remarked many cavaliy 
ofScers présent. They seemed to take a real and serions 
interest in the proceedings, and applauded most heartily when 
^t last the horse that was so vicions was conquered, 

Our theatrical week has been rather a duU one, thoueh 
we are rich in promises — a new opéra at the Italiens ; the 
reprise of the old and glorious ckef-é^œuvre of Mozart, Don 
Juan, at the Opéra Comique; and two new opéras at thô 
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Ljriqoe. Tbis shows a oGomiendafale actif îtj on fW pat tf 
tlie différent maDagemeats. Bot, aha ! the Itaie /bé v lll 
éimwing crowds at the Françaia, so we cm hope for aolUig 
new there for weeks to corne. AU thooe of jour lea i fe f s wli 
hsre aeen the affecting drama bj Mme. de Girardm, oIîIIbI 
la Joie fait Peur, wHl remember the piettj and ladylib 
fitUe actresâ who personates the danghter of the dftotei 
moiher, the heroine of tbe plaj. The jOQng^ ladj, MdHe* 
Dubois, bas just corne in for a legacy of 300,000f., left kor 
hy an old gentleman, who states that her ezemplaTj eonduot 
in private life and her excellence in her profession haft 
induced him to make her his heiress — a rery f oitmia te thîng 
for an actress. The celebrated comique of the Palais Boj4 
Orassot, died in the early part of this week. Manj of jadt 
Teaders will remember having ofien laughed most heartilf 
ai the droll seriousness of this oomedian. He lost his TOKe 
aome twelve or fourteen months ago, and has not actel 
nnce. 

The Boiifes Parisiens, that pretty Httle théâtre, once 
frequented by the best classes of music-loving Paris, but now 
degencrated into a resort for the low and vulgar, has seen, 
during the past week, audiences which mast remind the 
management of its former days. Croquignole XXFT. is the 
tîtle of a comic opéra, in one act, the libretto of whidi is bj 
IL Lepine, private secretary of the Count de Momy. The 
gentleman* s position in society is far higher than his dra* 
matic pfjwer, if one can judge by Croquignole XXFT., a 
tbsuc of absurditics which does not even possess the advaii* 
tagc of being ludicrous. The Count and Coimtess de Mornj 
witnc88<;d the pièce last night. The young and, to me, 
beautiful (ultbough not considered so in Paris) Countess de 
liomy is looking thinner and paler than when T last sair 
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hOT. The deep mouming slie wears for her fetber, oom* 
bined with a paleness occasioned by a seyere illness whidi 
followed the birth of her last child, bas given tbis amiaUe 
Eussian princess a délicate look. Her style of beauty U 
unoommoQ. The large, sparkling black eye migbt belong 
to any Spanish senora, wbile no Scottish maiden ever twined 
ber snood over more glossy golden looks than those of the 
Gountess de Momy. Her mouming prevents her from goiog 
lato the monde tbis winter. 

On Sunday last the Empress entertained a sélect cirole of 
friends at dinner; in the evening the company, which thMi 
numbered about 150 persons, listened to the charming 
voices of some of the most celebrated arti%te% now in tbe 
capital. AmoDg the guests I observed many of our EngUsb 

nobility — the Marquis of M , also Lady Frances B^-e« 

Tbis lady intends to pass the winter in Paris, I understand, 
The first soirée given this winter in the diplomatie drclo 
took place at the hôtel of the Austrian Ambassador, in tbe 
Quartier St. Grermain. Although the Emperor and Empress 
did not bonour the Prince and Princess Mettemich by their 
présence, yet the bail was a most brilliant one, attended^ 
as it was, by ail the élite of Paris. As the hôtel of the 
^glish Ambassador is now entirely finisbed, ail eyes were 
tomed towards Lord Cowley in hopes of his Excellency's 
following the example of the Austrian Ambassador, aad 
giving a fine bail ; but the récent domestic affliction, in the 
death of the Dowager Lady Cowley, will of course preyent 
this. An English journal announced the arriyal in England 
of Prince Napoléon. This is incorrect— the Prince is in 
Paris. 

' A fire, which threatened at one time to be attended with 
serious results, took place last night in that portion of tiie 
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Palais Eoyal occupied by tbe servants of the Prince Napo- 
léon. Two large rooms were completely devastated, in ome 
ofwhicli was a large quantity of household linen. A detach- 
ment of 100 men of the régiment of the Gendarmerie de la 
Garde Impériale soon succeeded in getting the fire under. 
The lire was occasioned by the négligence of a servant, in 
leaving a lighted pipe on the floor of the room. AJthougli 
the fire was not at ail near the apartments of her Highness, 
it is said that the Princess Clotilde was quite ill from 
firight. It is rumoured that their Impérial Highnesses in- 
tend giving a most magnificentt fête before the end of tlûs 
month. Prince Jérôme has now quite recovered from hi& 
late dangerous illness. 

The bonnets sent ont just now by our principal înodistei 
aïe very beautiful, Although a due quantity of velvet is 
intermingled to give a January look to thèse becoming 
objects of wearing apparel, the fonds are made so light and 
gracefiil as to give one the idea of being blown together 
instead of being systematically sewu, and eut and trimmed, 
as is undoubtedly the case. Gold acoms, chains, and 
buckles are being extensively introduced into the trimming of 
bonnets ; of course, when I say gold, it is well understood 
that I allude to the métal which is made to represent gold. 
I saw the Princess Mathilde with a handsome bonnet yes- 
tefàsLjifond and curtain of white crape, covered entirely with 
white blonde lace. Across the top of the bonnet waa 
placed a broad ribbon of black velvet, which in its tum 
was covered with white blonde, terminating on the lefb aide 
in a rosette of velvet and blonde, from the centre of which. 
issued a gold chain, with two gold acoms. Inside trim- 
ming : a bow of black velvet on the top of the head, with 
another gold chain with acoms gracefully arranged ; to tha 
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lefi side, and rather low down in thé tours de tête, a small 
red rose — white brides, I recommend this bonnet for toilette 
habillée. Another pretty style is the embroidered velvetj 
for instance, a bonnet of ^ro«^^fe-coloured velvet, embroi- 
dered with golden buttercups, is very handsome; a rich 
bonnet for négligé is made of black velvet, embroidered with 
violet or dark blue silk. A pretty bonnet for a young 
demoiselle is composed, the fond and curtain of dark bluç 
velvet, the front portion of white quilted silk or satin, a half 
wreath of dark blue velvet flowers across the head — white 
silk or dark blue strings ad libitum, The dresses eut, body 
and skirt, ail in one pièce — a sort of elongated basqtce are 
still in great vogue. They are very graceful, and are quali- 
fied to show off a round waist to great advantage. ThQ 
îittempt to bring in the tight sleeves with a small cuff has 
faQed. It does not give enough opportunity for the display 
of the beautifol laces which render a dress so much more 
habillée than it would otherwise be. 

Last evening a grand concert was given at the Italiens ; 
the salle de spectacle was fiUed, but as there was a Court 
bail, of course the attendance was less numerous than would 
hâve otherwise been the case. I did not stay during the 
whole performance, as I was anxious to get to the Tuileries. 
The concert was given by the celeb^p,ted German composer, 
Bichard Wagner. This new comer belongs to the école 
réaliste^ and in ail his compositions one remarks an un- 
doubted originality. In Germany he has passionate ad-, 
mirers, and the quarrels of thèse with his adversaries recall. 
the struggle which took place at the end of the last century 
between the Piccinists and the Glûckists. M. Wagner has 
employed 200 choristes, and engaged the salle of the Italiens 
for three nights. He himself directs the orchestra and the 
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ékmBr%, The music that we keaitL last mglit was realty 
magnifiœnt, often imposing; but I must oonfess that my 
attention was distracted by the thoughts of the bail at the 
Toileries. I am told tbat M. Wagner is wiUing even to 
JBCor loss if tfaereby he may beeome known in Paris. Hfi 
ftds that ail great artistes require the fiât of the discrîmi- 
aating Parisian public ; for hère corne àll artists, one afto 
the other, to confinn famé established elsewhere. 

From the Italiens we went to the Tuileries; the four 
laige %aUe% were filled to overflowing, and never bave I seca 
in France a more brilliant assemblage than that of last night. 
Tlie Empress looked most beautiful. She wore a dress com- 
poeed of pink tuUe bouillonné, with a white ^^^embroi- 
dered overskirt, embroidered with gold, looped up with large 
pink roses ; coiffure of pink roses and diamonds. The Prin-* 
oess Clotilde was not présent. The dancing did not cease 
Hll about half-past two ; their Majesties retired at about one 
o*clock. 

The Gb*and Duchess of Baden, cousin to the Emperor, is 
▼ery dangerously ill. The Empress bas weekly réceptions 
every Thursday ; last week her Majesty proposed dancing. 
Aias I there were but four gentlemen, and ail those of rather 
an advanced âge for Terpsichorean delights ; however, the 
Duc de Malakoff, who, in spite of bis gray hairs, is fond of 
dancing, requested the honour of her Majesty 's hand for the 
fint polka. The Empress graciously acceded, and the other 
persons followed suite, many ladies dancing together/at^^^ cfe 
eùfdoliera. Latcr in the evening other gentlemen came, but, 
as a singular fact, the Duc de Malakoff stiU was the best and 
most agile dancer présent. 

I must relate to you the particulars of an affair that bas 
aftIfeBcted the attention of Parisian society as well «s of those 



lidonging to the press — I mean the duel of M. Eâmoad 
Aboat. I do not wisli to inculcate a lessou — far firom it ; 
but I must assert that many of the " smart^' writers of'tte 
day forget the nobler uses of theîr witty pens to descend to 
unkind personalities, making thns but a médiocre use of ihb 
gîfts tbat nature bas showered upon them. For some tiaie 
past the majority of the beavx eêpriiê of Paris bave beau 
jezchangÎDg sarcasms and calumnies, forgetting that it is 00 
easy a matter to outstep the the proper boundaries, which 
causes too often the sword or pistol to take the place of the 
pen. M. Edmond About is certainly one of the most able 
prestidiffitateurs of the pen, but ail must agrée that during 
the last year or so he bas taken pains to rompre en visière 
with aU bis fellow authors. He bas even abandoned the 
camp where he gained ail bis yictories, and bas launched bis 
envenomed shafts at friend and foe alike. The conséquence 
was that sharp attacks drew forth bitter rejoinders, and the 
able satirist bas often been in danger of a serions quarrel. 
But the bow that is continually strung wiU at last break. A 
few day s ago M. About defended the méthode de chant of M, 
Cheré against the articles of M. Vaudin, the editor of the 
newspaper Orphéon^ who had attacked the mjéthode Cheré. 
M. About was, of course, answered by Vaudin, and then M. 
About, in Wiià feuilleton of the Opinion National, asserted that 
he would not attempt any discussion with a person that had 
been condemned to prison for defamation. M. Vaudin at 
once sent some of bis friends to demand of M. About an 
apology. The latter refused to apologise, and also refused to 
fight a duel with M. Vaudin, who had instructed bis friends 
to challenge About in case he did not apologise. This was oa 
Sunday last. Unfortunately on Monday M. Vaudin entered 
the Café Néapolitain on the Boulevard, and there he met M« 
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About. He breakfasted, and then, lising from his diair and 
going towards M. About, he inquired, " Do you lecognise 
me ? I am Vaudin." About replied by a gesture of contempt, 
snà received at once a slap on the face. After this outrage^ thor 
was but one course left. He must fight Vaudin. Two hxm 
after About and Vaudin were face to face, with sword in hani 
Alas ! though the pen is keen, the sword kills. M. Abooi 
jreceived a thrust in the shoulder, and was forced to cease ik 
combat. We now hear that the affair is not by any mem 
ended. A second meeting is spoken of. The author of "li 
Question Eomaine," who is, of course, con&ied. in Ms'rooms, 
receives the élite of Paris society. A long line of brilliant 
équipages may at ail hours be seen before his door. Ene 
Laffitte, 49, M. About will no doubt remember with pleasuie 
a wound that has proved to him how great is the sympathj 
felt hère for his talent. Let us hope that he will, in fiitaie, 
renounce personalities, and no longer dégrade his gifted peu 
by making it the abettor of pettly dislikes or rancunes. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 



Court Mouming for the Grand Duchess Stéplianie — Suspension 
of Court Amusements — Private Theatricals and Concerts 
the RagCîT-ETents in the Musical World— Mons. and Mdme. 
Cabel. 

Paris, Saturday, February 4, 1860. 
The death of the Grand Duchess of Baden has cast a gloom 
xipon the Impérial household. I hardly recognised the Em- 
press yesterday as she drove quickly past enveloped in the 
sombre garb of woe, The heavy dark folds are not becominç 
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to her, it reminds one of a lovely flower seen at night ; the 
gloom hides the beauty which you feel is there. An irrésisti- 
ble wish to see the flower with the smiling siin playing upon 
its petals cornes over you — and so with Eugénie. Her radiant 
face should hâve naught but radiant colours about it ; she is 
too beautiful to be sad. The démise of Stéphanie de Bade 
will, of course, put an end to the festivities at the Court ; in 
fact, a week before the death of her Impérial Highness the 
réceptions, dinners, bals intimes had ceased. The fête which 
should hâve taken place on Monday at the résidence of Prince 
Napoléon in the Avenue Montaigne, in célébration of the first 
anniversary of his marriage, was postponed. A grand bail, 
"which was to hâve taken place at the Hôtel de Ville has been 
remis to the 7th of this month. In fact, for ail persons fond 
of gaiety and having the entrée at Court, this death will cause 
regret ; to those intimately related to the amiable adopted 
daughter of Napoléon I., the grief will be sincère and heartfelt ; 
but to those who do not feel the woe, but are obliged to bear 
the conséquences, it is trying. XJp to the présent time there 
hâve been comparatively very few balls e?en among private 
individuels . The rage seems rather to be the comédie de 
salon, or soirée musicale, Both are very amusing, though I 
must say that the former is infinitely préférable when the 
actors and actresses are professional and not private indi* 
viduals. This seeing some of Shakespeare's or Molière's 
heroes performed by some awkward duke or marquis, or 
listening for two hours to Madame the Countess of So-and- 
So's rendering of Phèdre, is anything but amusing. On the 
whole, the soirée musicale is a better entertainment ; there yott 
hear artists professional, and sômetimes very celebrated. 

The Countess de C. offered us a few nights since a most 
délectable treat of this sort. None but artistes of the first 
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talent played, while one perfoimer, a pianisi» èkctiifiedi 
oompany witb his ezquisite reMditùm of several mort 
MOfçeauw — among others, Beethoven's " Grand Sonrta 
flat," Liezt's "Cantique d'Amours," and the ''Hi 
National Mnrch." Uans von Bulow ia pianist to the 
of Pnissia, and is consequently well known in that 
though I think his concert last Friday in the Salle Fleyd 
làs first appearanoe in Paris. His jeu reminda one of 
famed Thalberg ; thôugh many amateurs oonsiderhÎBit 
in passion and feeling, it is in the rapid and délicate paaaagil 
tbat he excels. M. Bulow intends, I believe, viaiting Londci 
when y ou will ha?e an opportunity of judging for yonndia 
The Salle Erard, which bas just been oompleted, waa înai^^ 
rated last night by a concert given by the Mcsasieurs BisfiiU 
Thèse talented artisieê gare for tbe first time some of thé 
aerious compositions, which were much admired. The» 
quisite fantaisie, " The soldier's dream," was given with pâ 
fire nnd energy by the three brothers. Tbe prima donna of ik 
evening was Mdlle. Falconi ; ibis artiste, altbough well faxMi 
in Paris as a singer of a very pure school, quite astonnliil 
ihe auditory by the delicacy, flexibility, and force of her vd* 
Her renderiiig of the Agnus Dei was very much admii4 
while her variations on Tyrolean airscomposed by herselfi» 
universally re-demanded. Mdlle. Falconi is cantatrice to ik 
Grand Ducal Couit of Saxe-Cîoburg. Richard Wagncf^f 
second grand concert bas taken place at the Italian Ope» 
house. This composer is creating quite a furore in F^ 
althoucfbnolhing to compare to the excitement tbat is feltii 
regard to his compositions in Germany. One enthusiasik 
indiviilual lias plac('d, it is said, his large fortune entirelyat 
the disposai of M. Wagner, determined to drain his coifos, if 
necessary, so as to establish the famé of his favourite composff. 



PH0TOG&APHS OU FAJBIS JJJfE. 266 

M» Wagner intends, on dU, to bring to Paris next spring a 
whole Company of singers, comprising tbe beat talent in 
Gennaby^ and put bis opéras on tbe stage of tbe Italiens in 
a style of magnificence beretofore unsurpassed. Withoot 
entering into a discussion in regard to tbe grandeur of M. 
Wagner's compositions, and tbe oonsequejit incompletenéss of 
ovr bitberto worsbipped musical composera, I wil) say tbat I 
waa struck wiib tbe ensemble and perfect rendering of tbe 
(ihorusses by tbe pupils of tbe Conservatoire, maie and female. 
I observed tbat some of tbe former bad a small band of enh 
broidery on tbeir coat coUars iu contradistinction to tbe resl. 
I asked tbe meaning of tbis, and was told tbat tbey weie 
yonng men of tbe small towns of France found to possess 
good voioes, and wbo were sent and kept in Paris at the ex* 
pense of tbeir town, for tbe purpose of getting the benefit of 
tbe musical éducation giyen at tbe Conservatoirei. Tbis ia 
kept up until tbe pupil bas appeared, and sees a prospect of 
pÎTiing hi3 liTelibood througb tbe médium of tbe talent wbioii 
bas been brongbt out by tbe means above mentioned. Tbis 
nie applies also to young women, but tbeir distinguishing 
oniament (a small broocb) was so small as to pass almost \a^ 
aotioed. Truly, genius and beayen-bomgifts are brougbt oui 
la tbis oountry in a most careful way. How grateful sbouM 
those people be for tbe benefits tbey receive ! Tbe subscrip- 
tion raised for tbe relief of Mdlle. Trocbu, great grand- 
daugbter of Bacine, tbe celebrated Frencb whter, bas alreadj 
teaobed tbe sum of 25,000f. The gênerai belief is, that tbia 
ToaDg lady is tbe last descendant of tbe great poet, but it ia 
noi so. A writing maater at tbe Collège of Saint Denis haa 
psroved tbat bis tbree daugbters bear tbe same relationsbip to 
Baoîne as Mdlle. Trocbu doea. Tbis young lady is to be 
piaaed in a convent at Blois, and educated at tbe expense of 
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the Society of Dramatic Authors. The Emperor and Empress 
subscribed liberally themselves, and caused the name of tte 
Prince Impérial to be placed on Mdlle. Trochu's list foi 
l,000f. 

On Saturday last, as the Empress's carriage was proceeding 
at a fast trot in the Avenue de l'Impératrice, a woman, holding 
ayoung child in her arms, threw herself between the horseof the 
édiyer and the carriage, for the purpose of presenting 8 
•pétition to her Majesty. Both woman and child were ove^ 
thrown. The Empress caused the carriage to be stopped, and 
kindly retumed to the spot to see if the accident had beena 
fatal one. Fortunately, neither one nor the other had bec» 
injured. The Empress continued her ride, after leaving sub- 
stantial marks of her sympathy with the woman, who certainlj 
had committed an unpardonable imprudence in thus throw- 
îng herself almost under the wheels of the carriage. Con- 
stant information is given to thèse people that anyone 
desiring to présent a pétition may be sure of its meeting 
with serions attention if left at the gâte of the Palace. 

A case which, from the names of the parties concemed in 
it, will imdoubtedly attract gênerai attention, has just becB 
snbmitted to the Civil Tribunal. M. Cabel, the husband of 
the favourite singer, Marie Cabel, the well-known and 
original Binorah, has brought an action against M. Boque* 
plan, the manager of the Opéra Comique, and hîs wife, ta 
hâve the latter's salary paid over into his (Cabers) hands. It 
has long been a well-known fact that the duo between M. and 
Madame Cabel was not so melodious or so nicely hannonised 
as the one in the last act of the Pardon de Ploërmel ; but M. 
Cabel was supposed to hâve received a pecuniary rémunéra- 
tion in retum for an authorisation in writing to his wife to 
^îontract any engagement she pleased, and to reoeiye per- 
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sonally lier salary. It also appeared tbat M. Cabel liad 
offered to forego Lis intention of submitting the case to the 
Court if Madame Cabel would consent to pay him the suin of 
lOOjOOOf. This she refiised, and hence tbe action, which 
was rejected, the tribunal authorising Madame Cabel to con- 
tinue to receive her salary, and condemning M. Cabel to pay 
the costs. Many curions circumstances came out in the 
course of the trial. The fact of Madame Cabel having 
removed her fumitoe to the hôtel of a foreign Ambassador, 
where, the hôtel being neutral ground, it was safe from the 
hands of her husband; also the fact of this singer (who 
cannot be placed in the first rank in her profession, almost 
her whole theatrical career having been passed at the Opéra 
Comique), having in ten years' time eamed the large sum of 
600,000f., caused some astonishment. Universal sympathy 
was with Madame Cabel, who, besides being a most pleasing 
singer, lives in a modest and retired manner imder the pro- 
tection of her mother. 

The méthode Chevé, a style of musical instruction which 
owes a portion of its renown to the fact of its being the 
original cause of the duel between M. About and M. Vaudin, 
has just been adopted in Eussia. M. Chevé has been oihcially 
iiiformed of this fact by Count Sollohut, Chamberlain to the 
Emperor Alexander II., and has been invited to visit Eussia 
next spring to organise classes there as in France. 

I had the pleasure a few days ago of examining a most 
beautiful book, which is certainly a chef-d^œwore of its kind ; 
it was printed expressly for the Emperor, and is the only copy 
extant. It is the offering of a man of good taste to a Sove-^ 
reign well able to appreciate such a production. It is called 
the ** Botanical Dictionary of Jean Jacques Bousseau." At 
the end of the volume is a magnificent group of original 

s 
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Araurings in water colonrs, painted on parchmeiit bj Bedonfae. 

Sfeiy one knows who Bedouté was ; he died^weniy yean 

flgo in his eightieth year, with the merited imputation of 

hfàng the fisrt flower painter after Vanhaysnm, whose com- 

patriot he was. «The engrayings from his w(»rks are nearij 

as Taluable as the original paintings ; and I do not think there 

is a library in London that does not possess hÎB '' Flon 

Boiealis Americana," or his " Flore de Navarre.*' The iroA 

that has just been presented to the Emperor, and which bas 

been examined with the most Hyely interest by her Majesty the 

Empress, represents every flower that has been so poeticaDy 

described by Jean Jacques Rousseau. The brosh of Kedoot^ 

was alone worthy to compete with the pen of the author of 

** Emile." On the first page is a yellow lily of the moct 

mariyalled bloom; next eomes a hyacinth; then a chiysao- 

ihemum, and each petal has an appearance of reality iliat 

Kature herself could not surpass ; next, fruits of ail descri^ 

lions, and trees. Each of thèse pages, signed by the author, 

is worth l,000f., and I counted thirty. I was afiraid 

to open this book, afraid almost of withering those 

beautiful flowers ; and when I had seen and^ admired sD, 

I felt that one might sometimes envy the lot of princes; 

for if fortune does not always préserve them from tiie 

jsofferiogs that are the oommon lot of mortals, she at least 

xeserves tbem great joys. Few of thèse, in my opinion, wonid 

be comparable to the pleasure of possessing this Dictionaiy of 

Eonsseau, illustrated by Redouté, the united production of 

tWD great but widely diffèrent geniuses. But I envy nothing. 

Un» book will be well placed in the libraiy of Napoléon HT. 
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LETTEB XXXIX. 

Piince Napoleon'a Fête — Réception by Ministers of State — The 
Frincess Mettemich — ^Prince Edgar Ney's Masked Bail— 
The Procession of the "Bœuf Gras " — The War of CriaoUaa 
— Paris Improvements. 

Paris, Saturday, Febmary 18, 1860. 
Thb " gay capital" deserves its name this week. The tem- 
porary lull in festivities bas been followed by a great réaction* 
The Ministers of Marine, of PubHc Works, of Commerce, 
and of War hâve successively ihrown open their. salons to the 
iUte of Paris, and the fête of the day, that given by the 
Prince Napoléon, which was indefinitely postponed on account 
of the death of bis Impérial relative, bas at length taken 
place. Only tbree hundred invitations were sent ont, and 
axnong the ûrst to arrive were their Majesties the Empeior 
and Empress. The entertainment commenced with two 
•* proverbes " performed by the artistes of the Français. Grot 
and Madeleine Brohan were especially complimented by their 
Majesties upon the excellent manner in which they had per« 
formed their separate rôles, After this, the Impérial visitera 
opened the bail by dancing a quadrille d'honneur. The 
Empress danced with Prince Metternich, the Emperor with 
the Princess Ciotilde. Dancing did not terminate till three 
in the morning, the Emperor and Empress retiring aboat 
half-past one. The house or villa in which this fête was 
given is situated in the Avenue Montaigne. It is built after 
a model found in the ruins of Hercidaneum, and the Eoman 
atyle is preserved in ail the décorations, both inside and ont, 
The inscriptions which the andent Bomans were so fond of 

a & 
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writing over their doors hâve been carefully and skilfià 
imitated. His Impérial Higbness bas never lived in thà 
bouse, and Wi^fête just given may be called the inaugoratioii 
of tbis beautiful mansion. Tbis soirée took place on Tuesày. 
Ou tbe same evening two of tbe Ministers threw opcn 
tbeir saUnts, tbe Minister of Public Instruction, and the 
Minister of Commerce. Botb of tbese soirées dansantes wen 
extremely brilliant. Tbe botel of tbe Minister of Agriculture 
and Commerce bas been recently decorated, and the principal 
dancing hall presented a fairy-like coup cTœil, fiUed as it was 
witb exotics of tbe cboicest descriptions. The ladies seemed 
to bave raised tbe war cry as to wbo sbould hâve tbe most 
beautiful toilette, and tbe conséquence was that their dresse^ 
combined witb tbe fine display of cdamonds, gave tothe 
already dazzling scène an immense éclat, The lioness of 
tbe season is undoubtedly tbe Princess Metternich, and she 
was at tbis bail remarkable by tbe beauty of her toilette. 
Tbe princess is not pretty, but tbose persons intimate with 
her déclare tbat sbe is attractive by ber wit and ever-ready 
repartee. Madame Rouber played tbe bostess with that 
cbarm wbicb cbaracterizes ber. Tbe company, although 
80 large in number, was quite sélect, and tbis fact contributed 
greatly to tbe pleasure of tbe baU. I cannot enumerate the 
grand dinners, small balls, and fêtes of ail descriptions which 
bave taken place during tbe week ; aU our political celebrities> 
Count de Momy, M. de Tbouvenel, M. Baroche — ail bave 
received and been received. Everyone bas profited by the 
Jast week before Lent ; but a few more days, and fasting and 
prayer, constant and uninterrupted, will take tbe place, to ail 
good Catbolics, of tbe brilliant fêtes wbicb tbey bave been 
attendiog. 

The evening foUowing Prince Napoleon's fête a grand 
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masked bail took place at the résidence of Prince Edgar Ney, 
The scène was such as can never be found except among the 
French ; it is not customary to mention tbe names of persons 
supposed to be at masked balls, but I may stat« that a 
beautitul Scottish maiden, leanîng on the arm of a very sedate 
Pierrot, seemed to put her little feet to the ground as thougk 
they had been used to mount tlie steps of a throne rather 
than to dancing indiscrimiately with whoever solicited the plea- 
sure of her hand. At midnight the masks were removed, 
but the august Pierrot and the tender Scottish maid had dis- 
appeared. " Momin^'s ruddy beams tinted the eastern sky " 
ère the assemblage at thischarming/^i^e dispersed. 

But thèse are ail the amusements of the noble and the 
wealthy. I will now speak of a ceremony which is about to 
take place, and which interests far more the great mass of the 
people than those I hâve mentioned above. I refer to the 
procession of the Bœuf Crras^ which takes place to-morrow 
and the two following days. This ceremony dates back for 
centuries, and was formerly a very gorgeous and imposing 
affair; now it bas degenerated into a mère name. The 
ceremony consists in a fine ox being placed in a cart, and led 
by " Druids " to the place of slaughter, the said " Druids " 
being no other than the butcher boys, who the next moming, 
their laurels and flowing robe being doffed, serve out beef- 
steaks and other tit-bits to the admiring crowd. What a 
matter-of-fact âge we live in ! There was a time when the 
young men in whose veins coursed quietly the gentlest blood 
in France were but too happy to take part in the procession 
oîWiQ Boeuf Gras; and many a noble dame now tells her 
wondering grandchildren that it was mounted on his fiery 
Bteed, and wearing the gorgeous costume of the ancient times, 
ihat their departed ancestor caught her fancy, and eventually 
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Bougbt and won her hand. Now the mounted knighU wh» 
lead and directed the procession are, ai beat, hired saper- 
nmneraries firom the lower théâtres, and the baduess of yov 
breakfast this moming is accounted for by seeing Maiie^ 
your cook, in a chariot drawn by eight boises, personating 
one of the three Grâces. Surely it is time this absard proces- 
sion, which has no other resuit than that of collecting a crowd 
of persons in the street, should cease ; it is no longer compatible 
with the présent manners and customs, while tbe blowing of 
thehoins and the loud shouts of the boys that nin aft^ ths 
procession are, to say the least, a most disagreeable affair. 

The weather has been so bad during the last fortnight thai 
no toilette except the most simple can be wom. But the 
ladies, en revanche, dress at balls to the most extravagant 
extent. MdUe. Evrazzus, a Mexican beauty and beiress, bas 
joined the Princess Metteniich's army against crinolinff. 
But I do not doubt that both ladies will before long retum to 
the despised and abused article, for, as both are tall and ratber 
thin, they need its aid to give them a becoming embonpokd, 
I hear of some magnificent and novel costumes, to be wcmt 
at the grand bail which takes place at the Tuileries, to- 
morrow night. Thèse I shall notice in my next letter. 

Permit me at présent to say a few words on the subjeei 
of Paris itself, where improvements and embellishments aie 
cveiy day progressing. Streets are being enlarged as if by 
magie, new roads are in course of formation, and boulevards 
are being laid down with a rapidity truly marvellous. The 
bouses built in thèse new localities are upon the grandest 
scale ; they are, in fact, palaces aud hôtels, and, for the most 
part, their style of architecture is admirable for its bappy 
combination of originality and good taste. While on tli6 
sobject of Palaces, however, and to eut short this 
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of the improyed building arrangements of Paris^ I muai Mit 
omit to mention the three auperb hotela which havejuatbeflm 
Gonstracted in the Faubourg St. Honoré. The foriuDste 
proprietors of thèse magnificent résidences are M. AohiUi 
Fould, the Minister, M. Louis FoiAd» and their sistar. 
Madame Furtado. The mansion of M. AchUIe Fould opcnn 
upon the Eue Faubourg Si, Honoré itself. The plans of tfaa 
building were designed in the purest architectural taste bf 
M. Pefuel. To give you an idea of the style in which the 
décorations of this noble mansion hâve been executed, it will 
be sufficient to say that the omamental paintiDga of the saUe 
à manger are £rom the pendis of artists no less celebrated 
than Appert and Godefroy. The designs are principallj 
birds and flowers, the paintings in the salon are by Baudry 
and Mareschal. M. Labrouste has directed the construction 
of the hôtel of M. Louis Fould, Eue de Berri. This édifice 
is built in the style prévalent during Louis XIII. 's period* 
It is remarkable for the chaste simplicity of its exterior and 
interior décorations. There are no paintings, but a magnifioeni 
gallery contains a priceless collection of coins, medals and 
enamels. The new hôtel Furtado is built in the Eue do 
Valois du Eoule. The interior embeUishments are not jéfi 
finished, but in a few days the légion of artists who hâve ao 
long been employed there will hâve concladed their labours* 
Among those engaged I may mention MM. Convens and 
Nolau, the celebrated decorators of the Opera-house. Faustin 
Besson, whapainted.the much-admired ceiling of the bedp 
chamber of the Eupress,has painted the ceiling of the aaUe à 
manger and of the bail room. The décorations of the caïd-* 
loom hâve been executed by Petit. The décorative paintings 
on the ceiling and panelings of a charming boudoir haTO 
been confided to Levy. This boudoir is aho omam^ted 



rfl«iark;ij>« '^r ^w-^ jftinîinaa by Levy ; ane of tiiaiLR|Bn 
rïwt >Vf7 A jf*3* vf Maû. :iu5 ctiusr nspreaents die GcsnBiofi 
Ar>« «ft.-! ^/.vîT.»'*^. LaTiry aiui exiyrfaffcff taate, in ^ 
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ÎAt^^^ W} >«erv^.^f ïr. t>>( «TipoTÛnoa ckf aE che azrangeKiti. 
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f>'«/i>'ï*kyn of ''Ut ■' iV/r'if-GTM " Fctes— ■'^L'Amaar" întndÉ 
fV/ri M/yt by tbc Err.pr^— riacy Dreaa Bail li 1 
fwAiW y^ V/i9^}xmk ftxtd Haaqaé as General FLrazfs- 
P»aII ftt th': T'iileric»— The En^praâ ami Prîneeaa CLotOde. 

Paris Satordar, Fdsnazj â^, lâ60. 
ÎHA? inw/THtArit nml unaccommodatin^ peraooage, ik 
" ^V^rlr of S\\p, ?trfïat)if;r/' ha-i ai length takea pîtjr apon tk 
p'K/r r1^)ri((f'l îrifiabiinnU of Paris, and haa permftted lûà 
^V/TKfri^ rfrAJf^y ihf; î)un to shine out once more in ail his 
t!hm%\^m\9'f\ !«p1^.Ti#|//ijr. The immédiate conséquence of ihis 
ffl, fliaf fhft l^AsfTT Inminaries, tlie ladies, hâve hnmediatd^ 
Ml^m^l flrfiifi, and ycstcrday and to-day hâve left their 
t!Mf\n%i^.% n\. thc Place de la Concorde, to promenade tfae 
Chanip^i KlyA^e« in ail the glory of ydret dresses aod 
HrimFÎari for». A étranger entcring Paris to-day woold reallj 
tfffyftf^im ibe ciiy of pleasurcs, so renowned in histoij and 
in fafthioriflMe novek for the salubrity and cheerfulness of the 
irînt^rr elimate, and the gay and brilliant scènes in the 
hnhUmnhh promenades. The Carnival at Pans was onoe as 
oelebrfltfxJ as that of Rome, and, as far as regards brilliancy 
of \nUik\A fêle^^ it J8 still what it was in days of yore. 
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The last day's promenade of the Bœuf-Gras took place 
on Taesday. At one o'clock the cavalcade entered the 
palace gâtes, and at almost the same moment their Msjesties» 
with the little Prince, appeared on the balcony. After the 
knights, druids, and others had receîved, by order of the 
Emperor, copions draughts of good red wine, the poor little 
red-nosed, shivering child who personated Ij Amour ^ and who 
was perched upon a sort of revolving pedestal, on the top of 
the chariot, was taken down, and had the honour of being 
escorted into the présence of their Majesties. Long and 
loud were the shouts of the assembled crowd (Sntside, among 
the foremost of whom was to be seen a woman, who 
triumphantly declared she was V Amour" s mother. After a 
few moments delay» FAmûur re-appeared, being carried in 
the arms of one of the Emperor's officiera d^ordonnance^ and 
ïeplaced in the chariot ; the little red, swoUen hands grasped 
tightly as huge a quantity as possible of Boissier's best 
bonbons, while about his neck and shoulders a nice warm 
tartan had been placed by the hands of the Empress. Her 
Majesty told the Emperor (who suggested that the shawl would 
detract from the otherwise allegorical costume of the child) that 
" Vaumur should never be allowed to grow cold," a very good 
hon mot by the way; but her Majesty's wit and power of 
repartee are well known. On the boulevards, poor L'Amour 
escaped from what might hâve been a dreadful accident. In 
some unexplained manner the Eoman chariot took fire; 
L* Amour, intent on discussing his bonbons, and perhaps 
aware that he was impervious to fiâmes, did not perceive it 
and was only aioused to a consciousness of danger by being 
dragged down in a most unpoetical manner from his eleya« 
tion. The fire was soon extinguished, but the promenade 
ended most ignominiously. 



i 
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I hâve ihiee fine balls to mention this week, after ipHliiclv 
witil the mi'OarêtHe, I shall hâve none to chronicle. ()■ 
Saturday a grand fancy dress bail at M. Eould's. Priaee 
Napoléon and Prince Metterniçh were, either by accident or 
design, dressed almost alike, in the Andaloux costume of tlie 
18th century ; Count de Nieuwerkerke appeared in a Henij 
lY. costume, got up with admirable exactitude ; tbe Prinoefli 
Clotilde appeared as a Genoese girl of the 17th centuiy; 
the Princess Mettemich, a striking black and white domino; 
and the Princess Matbilde and the young Princess Anna 
Murât as marquises in the reign of Louis XY. Altogether 
the bail was a fine one. 

In point of splendid décorations and magnifioent 
costumes, this bail was far edipsed by the one given bj 
General Fieury on Monday. This bail was costumé and 
masqué, and this last fact gave an éclat to the ceremony 
rarely seen even in Paris. The Emperor and Empress were 
présent, though they kept closely masked iill supper. His 
Majesty wore a most becoming costume of a Kabyle chie^ 
and the Empress a charming rose-coloured domino. AU 
the other costiunes were of great beauty aud richness, and 
showed the good taste of the persons who wore them. The 
dancing was performed to the meUifluous strains of Strauss'a 
band, the well-known composer having written some delighiful 
waltzes and polkas for the occasion. The orchestra wore 
costumes of Marquis sous Louis Quinze, composed of pink 
silk : while Strauss himself, in knee breeches and with 
powdered hair, according to the period, was literally blasing 
with the diamonds and other precious stones he has received 
from the différent Sovereigns of Europe before whom he has 
had the honour of performing. During the whole night, and 
at différent intervais, the Sonneurs des Chasses Impérûdetp, 
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who were plaœd in the courtyards before and bebind th» 
dancÎDg halls, made the air heavy with the inspiriting melody oC 
their bugle homs, and executed a great number of the fine 
waiMke faf^ares. The supper-ro'om presented a magnificent 
coup d'œU, The tables were groaning with the weight of 
luxuries ; pdt^ de foie gras, dinde truffée y Champagne — ^ift 
fact, everything that Chevet's fertile brain could invent— 
were there ; but the appetites were unusually ferocious, oc 
Chevet's calculations were at fault, for there was not enough 
supper, and ^t four o'clock in the morning some unoffending 
charcutiers were aroused firom their slumbers and summoned 
to bring forth ail their stocks of cold chickens and veal pies. 
On Sunday night took place the bail at the Tuilei^ies. 
I, of course, recognising the- full responsibility which my 
name involves, was obliged to go; and I was relieved by 
seeing a great number of our English notabilities présent. I 
solemniy avow I did not dance tiU past twelve. The Empress 
wore a dress at once peculiar and beautiful. Over the 
familiar skirt of tulle bouillonné was thrown a short upper 
skirt of white watered silk, festooned up on both sides with 
wide bands of black velvet, embroidered with gold. Upon 
her head was placed a high crown of polished gold, upon 
which was imprinted in black enamel some Egyptian hiero- 
glyphics. There was a necklace and bracelets to match. 
The Princess ClotUde was présent. Her Impérial Highness 
is far from pretty, but a distinguished French political 
economist speaking of her at the bail, declared he considered 
her the most extraordinarily endowed lady in Europe. She 
speaks fluently five languages, and is a thorough Greek and 
Latin scholar; is well acquainted with the works of ail the 
ancient and modem poets, and is particularly fond of quoting 
Shakspeare. Her character^ in spite of her extrême youth» 
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is Yeiy firm — this her face indicates. The Smpress is Jtq 
fond of her young relative. 

A pleasing incident occorred at the last bail at Oouit 
A handsome young artilleiyman (French), havin^^ but oDe 
ann, was ineffectually striring to buckle on bis sword-belt 
An English offîoer standing by smilingly came to his aid, 
and while the two sons of Mars were thus occnpied the 
Emperor passed. Of course the belt was dropped, and» eyes 
fixed and hands down, our young heroes saluted the Emperor. 
His ^lajesty bowed graciously to the Englishman, and thei 
said to the Frenchman, " Where did you lose your arm ? " 
** At Solferino, Sire," was the reply. " Hâve you had no 
récompense?" "None, Sire.'* Send me your name to- 
morrow, and if your services hâve been honourable yen shall 
hâve the cross of the Légion of Honour." His Majeetf 
passed on, and I saw the young Englishman, who had so 
kindly performed the office of femme de chambre to the 
other, shaking hands and oongratulating the Frencbman with 
great warmth. Yalour always meets with sympathj in 
valorous hearts. 



LETTER XLI. 



Opening of the Legisktive Session — ^Enthusiasm of the Pecqple— 
Lenten Entertainments — "Puss in Boots'' at the late Bail 
given by General Eleury — ^Love and War in the Balance, 
and Terrible Résolve of the Ladies of Paris. 

Paris, Saturday, March 3, 1860. 
The fine hall, in which the ceremony of the opening of the 
Législative Session by the Emperor in person took place, is 
in the new portion of the Palace of the Louvre, whick was 
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inaugurated last year on tbe oceasion of this same anniver- 
sary ceremony. Since then it has been much adomed, many 
of the omaments, which were then only temporary, having 
been beautifully executed according to the original design» 
At the lower extremity of the hall was the throne chair for 
the Emperor, placed upon a platform elevated by some dozea 
steps from the floor. The platform as well as the steps was 
entirely carpetted with red velvet, and over the throne chair, 
was draped, something in the style of a warrior's tent, the 
same rich material entirely studded with golden bées. Ta 
the right of the Emperor was a seat for Prince Napoléon^ 
and one for Prince Jérôme ; to the left, others for the three 
Princes of the Murât family. On the right hand of the 
Throne was a raised estrade for the Empress, with seats to 
her right and left for the Princesses of the Impérial Family. 
A gallery running the entire length of the hall was filled with 
beautifully dressed ladies, while the parterre was occupied by 
the Council of State, the senators, deputies, clergy, prefects, 
&c. At twelve o'clock not an empty place was to be seen in 
the hall, except those reserved for the Impérial Family, and 
at one o'clock precisely the Empress was announced, and her 
Majesty entered foUowed by the Princesses Clotilde, Mathilde, 
and Murât, and by the great oflScers of the Empress's house- 
hold, the grand mistress, the ladies of honour, and the ladies 
of the palace on duty that day. The Empress wore a simple 
and most becoming toilette — a dress of pale grey moire 
antique, with two skirts, the upper one trimmed up the sides 
with violet-coloured velvet. A large shawl of black Chan- 
tilly lace, a white bonnet, trimmed across the top inside with 
a black velvet rouleau, in the centre of which, and almost 
reposing on the forehead, was a small diamond star. No 
trimming whatever on the outside of the bonnet. The Prin» 
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Clotilde worfi a pale bine "dlk, with itonnees faalfWagp if 
tte skirts ; a white Brassels sha^ aecd a wfaite crape bomst 
tliiinnerl inside and out with blue feathere, curtam and stinp 
of bine UffetaR. The Princess Mathilde wore a ▼orr âk 
toilette, but a most anbecoming one on acconnt of tiie qnafr 
titf of hieh ^îolonrs which oomposed it. A dresB of msan 
flatin, an oranîre-^oloured oachmere embroidered with gald^ 
wfaite bonnet. Prinoeas Kurat a ?rey satin dreaa and bonnet 
fo matoh. The ladiea of honour ranged themaelvea befafnd 
ihe Impérial Family, the Princess d'EaaIing standing' îmxii^ 
dîateTy behind the Empress's chair. At a little paat one 
one o'clock an officer of the cérémonies annonnced ihs Bitt- 
pcroT, and the whole assemhly rose, while &om. the large 
dooT oppo«îite the throne his ^fajesty's cortège entered, wfcik 
the cannon of the Invalides annonnced to those aasembled 
oatêâde the arrivai of his Majesty. Lond cries of "Vi?e 
l^Emperenr," '* Vive Tlmperatrice," resonnded throngli the 
iaD; the Rmperor ascended the throne. Prince Xapoleon sitting 
on his right. Prince Jérôme was not présent, being* stiU iD, 
The Grand ^faater of the Cérémonies then reqnested ail to 
to be geat^d, and the fimperor read, in a very distinct voice, the 
«peech which, long ère this, you bave laid before your readeis. 
After the speech, the Minister of State received the oaths rf 
allejçianf.e to the Emperor of the new members of the Légis- 
lative Body, and the Emperor rose and lefk the hall amidst 
cries of *' Vive rEmpereur," " Vive la dynastie Napoléo- 
nienne." A sainte of artillery annonnced that the cezemony 
had terminated. 

If tho scène inside the Salle des Etats was brillîant, 
oomprising as it did ail the power, weaith, rank, and beaaiyof 
Paris, the coup d^œil ontside was hardly less striking. The 
tmn ahone forth most gorgeouslj, while ail along th»t moit 
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picturesque street, the Eue de Bivoli, were assembled the gay 
and happy Frencli working people. Nursemaids with theix 
predous charges, pretty little children, grisettea, sireet yendors 
of ail kinds— in fact, £rom tbe gâte of the Palace to the Place de 
la Concorde was to be seen a happy, laughing, gay, contented 
human mass ; the fine state-carriages of the différent atnbas- 
sadors (perhaps the grandest of thèse is the beautiful équipage 
of Lord Cowley) rolling quickly along the smooth street» 
gave infinité pleasure to thèse people : and when about half 
an hour later the Empress came out to take her aftemoon 
drive, théir enthusiasm and glee knew no bounds. As that 
graceful head inclined slowly in response to the acclamations 
many was the wisl^ that went up for her welfare ; I thought 
that if her Majesty could hear the quiet pr aises of the people, 
it would please her even more than the loud shouts. The 
Prench people think the Empress the very personification of 
ail that is good and noble in a woman, ând her priva te and 
Ymostentatious manner of giving charities bas made a great 
impression upon them. 

In spite of Lent, Paris is very gay ; although no invita^ 
tions are issued for balls or even dancing parties, our fashion- 
ables are giving musical soirées, private theairicals, &c., which 
generally terminate in dancing. A very fashionable amuse- 
ment this year is a sort of theatrical entertainment, which 
cannot exactly be called private theatricals, as those who 
perform are professionals, regularly cngaged for the evening, 
It is hardly necessary to say that Bressant, Got, Mmes. 
Plessy and Brohan are greatly in demand for this style of 
entertainment, the quiet and élégant school of the actors of 
ihe Français being well suited for drawing-roon entertain- 
ments. « 

In a former letter I spoke of a biilliant bail given by 
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General Fleury last week. Want of space obKged me to omi: 
some interesting détails, which may ^yet be mentioned. Tlif 
final cotillion was led off by the Princess Clotilde, who woie 
a most becoming costume as Amphytnte, déesse des ondes, Tk 
Princess Mathilde appeared as an Indian queen. The Princess 
Mettemich wore a splendid Louis XV. costume, quit€ coTered 
with diamonds. The young Count de Choiseul, was dressed 
as a lady of the reign of Louis XV. He remained maskedtlB 
supper, and caused great amusement by his spirituel and laài' 
like conversation. One of the great features of the evening 
was a character quadrille, the persons dancing ail personating 
fairy-tale celebrities. The Countess de Vie was dressed as 
Puss-in-boots. I can assure your lady readers that it was not 
an unbecoming costume. Large bucket topboots, large 
trousers trimraed with swan's-down, jacket of cat's-skin, and 
a sort of cat's-head reposing on her forehead. What was ei- 
tremely amusing was the verve with which the giiests kept iip 
the character they were representing. I observed that eveiy- 
body was announced by the name of his character. One 
young lady, whose name I did not leam, personated snow; 
her costume was perfect and very becoming. I tbought if 
the snow which had caused so much suifering to Captaia 
M'Clintock and his gallant crew had taken the form which 
this young lady gave it, the gallant knight would never hâve 
returned to us from those bleak régions. 

We are now in the midst of great political agitation, 
àpropos of which I must let you into a great secret. A péti- 
tion of a most peculiar kind is soon to be presented to her 
Majesty the Empress of the French. For some time past the 
ladies hâve perceived a great falling off on the part of the 
sterner .sex in their gallantry; politics hâve become of so 
engrossing a nature that the gentlemen seem disposed to 
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forego those petits soins so essential to the faîr sex, and at re- 
unions, or even balls, they crowd together, forgetting the hi- 
dies, and only intent upon ascertaining what the Pope will do, 
whether the annexation will take place, &c. One hears confused 
murmurs. Excommunication, Austi'o-Russian alliance, Savoy, 
Nice, Garibaldi, Volunteer Movement, are words that arrive 
indistinctly to our ears ; instead of, lovely coiffure ! beautiful 
toillette ! what grâce î splendid eyes ! and other such phrases, 
so welcome to ladies. But this is not the worst phase of the 
gTcat political préoccupation that I refer to. The want of 
compliment could be borne, but alas ! the gentlemen, usually 
so attentive, so empressé the moment the music begins, now go 
on talking politics even during the playing by Strauss's band 
of the most dansant polka; and although the quick, lively 
detix temps does seem to recall the recréant knights to a sensé 
of what the ladies are there for, they mutter as they quickly 
glide over the waxed floora — Cavour's circular ! M. de 
Thouvenel's despatch ! — while some of them, more absent- 
minded than tlie rest, inquire with visible anxiety, " Oroyez- 
vous y Madame y que nous aurons la guerre ?^* Driven to des- 
peration by this political absoi-ption of tkeir rights, the ladies 
of Paris hâve met, and resolved that, By crinoline, they 
would stand it no longer ; and so they are to pétition the 
Empress for the promulgation of an order forbidding, on pain 
of her Majesty's greatest displeasure, the introduction of 
politics into the salons, You may be disposed to doubt this 
intelligence, the importance of which will bring upon you a 
shower of contradictions from the press in gênerai, and the 
Indépendance Belge in particular, but rest assured that my 
statement is correct. The pétition I refer to is even now 
signed by some of the noblest names n France, and so I feel 
it my duty to give you the information, even at the risk of 

T 
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eansing anotber falL of tbe Consola or a panic at oiir Boont 
Assured by me of the authority of my annonncemeDt, praytet 
no fears of contradictory (Jommuniquéè prevent your publiflb| 
the intelligence. 



LETTEE XLH. 



A Fortnigbt's Bain — ^Visit to the Madeleine — ^LorcLand U^ 
Cowley's Réception — The Duchess of Malakoff — Tbeatrial 
Entertainments — Prince Poniatowski's New Opéra, mi 
Brilliant Aspect of tbe Opéra House. 

Satnrday, March 17, 1860. 

BoMEBODY once wrote a yery pretty little ode dedicated I) 
**Rain," complimenting it in tbe bigbest terms upon "fliC 
pleosant patter, patter, of tbe rain upon the roof/* iu?iiing 
the said " patter, patter," to corne at ail times and seasoiM^ 
and assuring it that its présence was always weleome to tk 
inbabitants of tbis mundane spbere. I fear this ode wodd 
be but little appreciated in Piiiis just now. Since my \bÂ 
letter tbe rain bas bardly ceased an bour, and imprecationti 
•* not loud, but deep," bave bet n uttered against the oifend» 
îng cléments. In England we look upon the rain as a 
natural event ; in fact, we are so used to it tbat if some 000 
does not mention tbe fact of its being fine weather, wc 
should never tbink of going out walking unaccompanied bf 
that useful friend, our umbrella. Hère it is différent : aE 
weatliers are supportable to tbe French, even such piercmg 
cold as was expcrienced at tbe beginning of tbis winter ; but 
préserve tbem from la pluie ! Madame la Marquise cannot 
take ber drive in tbe Bois, tbe griseile cannot sbow on the 
Boulevards ber gorgeous new cap and embroidered 
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aproB ; the streets are deseried by ail exoept those haviii^ 
positive business. The only persons wbo do not complaîa 
axe the managers of théâtres — the rain drives in spectatoq, 
who, if the weather had been fine, would hâve walked on At 
Boulevards lookmg at the fine shops ; the cafh., too, «le 
always «crowded in rainy weather. But with thèse two-cK- 
oeptions, I think the whole population of Paris, if put to tbe 
▼ote, would décide upon abolishing that great promoter €f 
€imm, the rain. 

I strolled into the Madeleine yesterday, more anxioua, I 

muet own, to look at the Lent décorations of this beautifol 

church than desirous of parti cipating in the service tken. 

going on. There is something very impressive in the im- 

mensity of the Madeleine. Maa's littleness is so apparent — 

hère in the very heart of this noisy Paris no sound emr 

pénétrâtes those thick walls — the outer world is so shut ont 

that one's thoughts are concentrated upon tbe Almighty 

Bdng to whose glory the noble building was reared. To 

Protestants, the theatrically grand décorations will, of course, 

never meet with favour, but one cannot but admire the 

manner in which Catbolics, young and old, rich and poor, 

iiïespectively bow themselves down in prayer. Glanciog 

around the church I saw some faces which, without being 

perfectly familiar, stiU bore to my mind the impression of 

having been seen before. Yes, certainly, I was not mis- 

taken ; that lady enveloped in dark furs, who was rending 

her prayers so devotedly, was the same person who at 

Gbneral Fleury's grand masked bail attracted such gênerai 

admiration as the valorous ^and youthful Jack tbe Giant- 

Idller. I rose to leave the church, and close by the door 

another familiar faoe met my view : a young girl, evidently 

belonging to the workiag ciaas, was saying over her beads 

T 2 
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with a rapidity wbich a bearded monk might hâve envied; 
the mass of brown curls, that nez retroussé — it was Venu»- 
sea-bom Venus — who for three mortal days promeDaded 
Paris, holding the hand of Love, both being seated in a 
Eoman chariot drawn by eight horses, and preceded by tkc 
Bœuf Gras for 1860, Solferino by name. Venus was notio 
handsome wlthout the high crown which she wore whtt 
taldng part in the procession, but, en revanche^ she had a 
air of perfect cleanliness in her white cap and apron, wtià 
the faded red toga lacked entirely. Truly this seeking afier 
pleasure at any price, as long as it does not interfère witk 
religion, is a strange feature in the French character. 

On Tuesday, the 28th of February, Liord and Ladj 
Cowley threw open the fine salons of their hôtel in the Fau- 
bourg St. Honoré, to receive the beauty and élite of the 
French and English society now in Paris. This recqption, 
which was an exceedingly brilliant one, is the first since the 
partial démolition of the embassy more than a year ago. 
Another réception has taken place, and thèse weekiy rimiim 
will doubtless continue till the end of the season. As Lent 
adyances the gaieties are diminishing, and, besides weekiy 
réceptions, the grand monde of Paris has little amusement. 
Two of our first Faubourg St. Germain families hâve been 
thrown into moumiug by the death of Lady Grranville ; this 
circumstance, of course, goes far in rendering triste the end 
of the season. 

The Duchess de MalakofP was accouchée some days sinoe. 
The little stranger is a daughter. The Empress, on hearing 
the news, immediately called upon the duchess. The Prin- 
cess Mathilde was with her when the Empress arriyed. 
Prince Napoléon and the Prhicess Clotilde abc called. 
The hôtel of the Légion d'Honneur, the résidence of the 
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duke and duchess, Las been perfectly besieged sînce the 
happy event by members of familles of the aristocratie Fau- 
bourg St. Germain, as well as the high dignitaries attached 
to the Emperor, ail anxious to know the state of health of 
the young mother and child. 

If Lent has in a measure put an end to the dancing 
soirées, it has not certainly donc away with the brilliancyÔf 
our own theatrical entertainments. The reappearance . of 
Tamberlik at the Italiens has brought forth, as last year, 
ail the élite of Paris to listen to his magie strains. 'The 
opéra of Otello créâtes quite as much furore as last year, so 
I think there is little probability of the production of any 
novelty for this great favourite. But the event of the week 
in the musical line has been Prince Poniatowski's new opéra, 
called Pierre de Médicis. This, like ail new productions, 
will, of course, bring forth a Yolley of praise and censure, 
but no one can deny that it is a work of great importance 
and of great merit. But the musical talent of the Prince is 
well known. The coup d'œil presented on the first night 
was most briLiant ; for days before the sale of tickets was 
stopped, there being no places to dispose of. From the 
Impérial loffe to the uppermost row were to be seen ladies of 
the beau monde, It was a Hying muséum, briUiant with 
celebrities, with beauty, and with raagnificent toilettes. I 
was less struck with the fine appearance of the ladies than 
with the irreproachable ternie of the gentlemen. It called to 
mind the Italian Opéra at London in its ancient and glorious 
days. Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress, attended 
by a numerous and brilliant suite, occupied the Impérial loge. 
The Emperor, in simple evening dress, wore the décoration 
of the Légion of Honour. The Empress wore a most be- 
coming toilette of white silk, with a diamond crown, neck- 
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», and braoelots^ Her Majesfy wm lookmi^ mo«t 
tiftdi The Pmicess- Clotilde oocupied her box in tiie 
léihe talie: Madame Fould and Lady Cowley occupied^tbv 
nmB loffe. The Princess Metternich was présent, aad wofe 
more tban two millions worth of diamonds. My memor^fiiili 
tencord the names of tbe penons who oontributed by theÊr 
ypeience to make this the most brilliant theatrical- repream*' 
intion offieied this year. ' Never bave I seen more enibosiaflB 
tkaii* tbat which g^eeted iàe name of the anthor when toh 
Bounced at the termination of thia ekef d*cnivre. The Sm- 
pvor Areqnently gave the signal for applause. Their Maje*^ 
t»- remained till the fall of tbe curtain, and were saluted on 
entering and leaviog the théâtre with loud cries of ** ^?Î¥S 
TEmperenr," not uttered by the vnlgar mou^s o£ a noiay 
cnwd, but issuing from the possessors of the noblest and 
fpmdest names in Europe. Gueymard sang and Iboked 
better in Pierre de MédicU than he bas done for yeais, 
iièile Madame Gueymard, as Laura, stamped herself as one 
of the best singers of the day. We may look upon tiie luil 
ai the Grand Opéra as stereotyped for the next three monfJii^ 
fin* there is littie probability of Pierre de M4dici» disappeap^ 
ibg from its heading before that time. The Emperor, ifr is 
said, bas addressed a letter of congratulation^ to the noblo 
^end who bas proyed himself a prince by talent as wdiav 
bflkirth. 
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LETTER XLHI. 

Tonnination of the Easter Holidays — ^The Last Day of Long- 
chanips — Crinoline Triumphant — The Spring Fashions and 
our Grandmotliers' Gloves — The Stabat Mater at the Italiens. 
— ^Marriages in High Life — ^The Impérial Chapel — ^A Sup* 
pliant for Pardon. 

Paris, Tuesday, April 10, 1860. 
Thb Easter holidays are over. The school-children, who 
for the past week hâve been laughing, romping, and sight- 
seeing in Paris, under the guidance of their happy parents, 
ara now forced to retum to the books which hâve been so 
completely forgotten for a week. Eeluctantly enough they 
go ; we are reluctant to lose them, too ; for has not their pro* 
scaice in the public gardens, tha Tuileries, and Champs 
!Ëlysées, particularly, been tô us ail a source of pleasure andi 
amusement ? What would be the bright sunshine, the dash* 
ing fountains, the balmy air, the songs of birds, the sweot» • 
soented flowers, if the merry laugh of happy childhood wer© 
not mingled T^ith it ail to lend a powerful (Utrait to this 
charming scène ? There are others besides the children who» 
wiU' regret that Easter is over : from the finest lady in heF 
caniage down to the bright-eyed griaette, aU took pleasure vel 
ihe motley crowd that Grood Friday showed us. Good 
IFriday is the last day of Long-champs ; this time-honoured 
Cîeremony, which was formerly a purely religions one, has; 
2iOW- degenerated into a mère drive for pleaure. The objeet 
oC the faithful in former days was to procure some sort of 
oonyeyance, no matter what, to reach the Abbey of Long^ 
chHKips, there to of^ up prayers for the rémission of sins 
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committed during the winter montlis. Of course tlie higii 
and noble, as well as the poor and lowly, had equal need of 
absolution, and the conséquence was, tliat the strîng of 
vehicles of ail descriptions going to the sliriiie was marvellottâ 
in its incongruous confusion. We hâve still tlie same motley 
show of conveyances, from the duke's fine calèche à la 
Baumont, to the washerwoman's clothes cart ; but, alas, the 
object now is to see and be seen, where fonnerly it was to 
pray and to be prayed for. This year we were favotored with 
delightftd weather. The Champs Elyseés, from the Place de 
la Concorde to the Arc de Triomphe, were crowed on either 
side with gay, happy, laughing peoplc. It was the opening 
day of the spring fashions. Many a poor little modiste had 
worked hard the night before to get that chapeau ready for 
the aftemoon's promenade on Good Friday. On that day 
the great crinoline struggle was renewed, and the advocates 
on each side, of course, hoped for the utter démolition of 
their antagonists. But, in my humble opinion, the matter 
still rests in statu qMO,Wit advantage remaining on the side of the 
crinoline wearers. It is true that some of the leaders of the 
ton (amongst others the Princess de Mettemich and Mdlle. 
Evrazzus) hâve decided upon appearing without the much 
abused article; but, on the other hand, the Comtesses de 
Morny and Walewski hâve enroUed themselves under the 
Impérial banner, and persist in wearing crinoHne. Can any 
fashion gain that Eugénie does not sanction ? It is not veiy 
likely ; and then, again, there is another motive that, in con- 
junction with the convenience of the crinoline, will at least 
for a time prevent its désertion by the ladies. In the desiie 
to appear outrée that class which in Paris is large enongh to 
form an army, and which is delicately but comprehensively 
stigmatised by the name of the Demi-Monde, has entiiely left 
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off crinoline, ami its members may be seen any day in the 
principal thorouglifares crinoKneless, starcbed peticoatless — 
good portraitures of that renowned English dairymaid, Doro- 
thy Draggletail. This, then, is the idea to be taken from 
my remarks — ^for carnage and for dinner, and indoor dress, 
crinoline may be laid aside if desired ; but for walking it is 
de rigueur, on account of the reasons I hâve mentioned 
above. There is nothing very new in the way of spring 
fashions, the weather being still so undecided that our 
élégantes do not venture anything very striking. On Good 
Friday it was too warm for cachemere shawls which are always 
wom at this season, so I saw a great many casaques of black 
silk, like those wom last year, except that they do not fit 
tight to the waist, and that when entirely plain they hâve a 
small pèlerine of Chantilly lace, or guipure thrown over the 
shoulders. The gold trimmings so extensively used in 
bonnets during the winter hâve given place to flowers, which 
are much prettier, as they are simpler. I observed that a 
flower, which has been neglected by those who imitate those 
lovely offerings of nature, the heartsease, is used this year. 
I saw a white crape bonnet trimmed with them ; they were 
placed above the curtain and continued ail round the front of 
the bonnet — white strings, and a small wreath of the same 
flowers across the top. It was very simple, yet exceedingly 
rich. Light silks, with small flounces, are much wom \ and^ 
by way of novelty, the dressmakers separate the floimces at 
every breadth, and bring them up to the waist. This makes 
a very pretty effect, but there must not be more than four or 
five flounces. The wheel of fashion, in making a révolution, 
has fallen this spring upon an object that has remained for the 
last twenty years almost stationary — I refer to gloves, and 
shall perhaps astonish your fair readers by announcing that 
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atihe Italiens the other night I saw gloves ihat were ùuiào!^ 
Me in their great-grandmothers' time. They i^ached quîÈ» 
i;^ to the elbow, and it muBt hâve required a fiill hoii£ to 
}iAve buttoned so many buttons. They are not pretiy, aad 
pievent wearing those graceful ornaments, bracelets. I 
bear they will be wom for out-door dress this summer. I 
doubt it, as they would necessitate the open undeisjeeye^ 
which bas been so entirely abandoned for walking or carnage, 
dress for tbe last three years. 

The management of the Italiens was evidently undev tàa 
impression that the Easter Eve's entertainment must partake 
in some way of the reUgious character of the day ifc preoeded, 
(and so the Stabat Mater was chosen. The house was 
crowded, but I observed that a decided demi-toilette replaced 
Ihe usual grande ternie used for tbis théâtre. Tambeili]^ 
Badiali, Morini, and Manfredi, Alboni, Penco, and Mane 
Battu, looked dreadfully melancholy and solemn, as they sat 
in stiff and grief-stricken fauteuils in front of the stage, 
backed up by an amphithéâtre of chorus behind thenou 
Bossini bas produced nothing diviner than bis Séaàaû Mater^ 
but it is a great mistake to give it as a substitute for op^u 
b^ind the footlights, where it is not easy to forget La^ 
Traviata or II Barbiere. It was about as incongruous as would 
bave been a galop down the centre aisle of the Madeleine* 
Nobody was sorry when half-past ten arrived, and the curtain 
fdOL It is scarcely possible for Frotestantism to enter into 
the spirit of the deep rehgious passion of this grand Catholie' 
bymn, which bas been so fitly translated into music fiom the 
old monkish Latin of the breviaiy. How can we, for instMiee^ 
toiderstand being " inebriated with the Cross ? " Yei this it; 
but- a feeble expression for the devotional raptunes ne^ 
iiafianiliar ta the highor âights of CatboUo ecataoy;^ Tba 
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MaAid Mater slioiild never be beaxd but in a chnrchf; ils 
production at the Italiens was, to say the least of it, in 
excessive bad taste. 

Tke fashionable wedding of the week is that of the MaVfc 
quis des Fortes and a Beût young American belle and heirew 
— -of course, as nearly ail our pretty young transatlantîs 
«onsins who corne to Paris are — Mademoiselle Adèle H ■*> 
it is now in progress. A marriage hère is not the expédia 
tious business which it is across the Channel. It is an affiair 
of severaL days, including as many répétitions of cérémonies* 
The signing of the contract was the first act of the dramo» 
and was iUustrated by a brilliaiit soirée on Monday night, at 
the hôtel of the bride's parents. " Ail the faubourg " we» 
there, and sigued the contract as witnesses. To-day (Tue«* 
day) the civil ceremony takes place at the Mairie. To-morrow 
will be devoted to the two necessary opérations of the Catholic 
marriage to bind one party, and to the Protestant ceremony 
for the other. It is to be hoped that the triple knot will 
then be securely tied. On the evening of the signing of the 
contract the bride exercised to the fuU the bridai right of 
looking lovely, whUe the array of wedding présents would 
hâve been sufficient to set up a. fashionable jeweller's shop. 
In the course of the evening, however, its fair heroine had a 
narrow escape from a Me which would hâve saddened ail 
Paris. The cloud of white tuUe in which she was enveloped 
took iire ; Happily it was extinguished before it could do 
any other in jury than the destruction of a breadth or two of 
gauze, and the casting of a shade of agitated paleness on a 
beaatiM countenance*. 

It has always been a matter of extneme diffioulty to obtaxD 
aeata in the impérial chapel of the Tuilmes. The chapel û 
flUflil, and the anlinifaifcîimfi muneratn». Thoae who do sot 
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possess that iiseful article, a "frîend at Court/' can hardly 
hope to obtain this fayour. Last Sunday, after the service, as 
their Majesties were leaving the chapel, a lady, extremely weli 
dressed, and holding an interesting child by the hand, mshed 
forward, and thowing herself at the feet of the Emperor, 
handed a pétition to his Majesty. The Emperor looked sur- 
prised, but took the pétition, and Hstened to the supplicant, 
who demanded grâce for her husband, condemned for having 
given false testimony. At the end of her recitcd, the Emperor 
gave his hand to the lady, whose streaming eyes and broken 
tones denoted her grief, and, raising her up, he assured her 
that h*er pétition should be examined into. There is little 
doubt that the solicited pardon will be accorded, if the claims of 
justice should not prove to be at variance with the Emperor's 
clemency. As I gazed upon the face of the Emperor as he 
took the pétition, I almost envied him the greatest privflege 
conferred upon him by his Impérial rank — the right to 
pardon. 



LETTEE XLIV. 



The Weather — ^The Princess Mathilde's Last Bail — Charades — 
The Corning Bail at the Hôtel d'Albe— The Princess Clo- 
tilde's Gift — Fashionable Arrivais — The Eaces — Hare 
Honthig Extraordinary — ^Louis Philippe and M, Moet. 

Paris, Thursday, April 19, 1860. 

The weather — always a safe and agreeable topic for a flagging 
conversation — is now the engrossing subject în the Parisiaa 
mind. No one remembers such a backward spring ; and our 
indignation is aroused when we rccollect that on Good Friday, 
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nearly a fortnight ago, the weather was mild and balmy, and 
that it is now cold, cheerless, and wintry. The April of the 
proverb, with its " showers which bring forth May flowers," 
seems to exîst no longer. In its place has corne a gusty, dusty, 
cold, disagreeable month. However, the old saying, that '* it 
is an ill wind that blows nobody good," applies in this in- 
stance, as, while the weather continues cold, baUs and soirées 
are still kept up. The first génial breath of summer, and ail 
our fashionable birds are on the wing. 

Thursday night last, her Highness the Princess Mathilde 
gave her last bail of the season. Ail the Impérial family 
were présent, as well as the élite of the Parisian world. Their 
Majesties retired about one o'clock, but the Princess Clotilde 
reraained for the cotillion, which began about three. This 
spirited dance was led off by her Impérial Highness and the 
Prince Czartoryski. The salons of the Princess Mathilde are 
more sumptuous than vast, and furnished in a style that shows 
the exquisitely artistic taste of the fair owner. The Duchess 
de Tascher sent oui last week a few sélect invitations for a 
charade to be performed at her hôtel. The artistes were ail 
members of the haute aristocratiey and the pièce was written 
by one of our spirittiel authors expressly for the occasion. A 
young English lady. Miss P — , played a part with great wrw 
and spirit, her slight English accent lending an additional 
charm to her beautiful face and pleasing manners. The great 
topic of conversation at présent is the bail which is yet to 
come off at the Hôtel d'Albe. One cannot form an idea of the 
immense préparations now taking place inside the hôtel, but 
one can judge of the proportions of the fête by the works 
visible from the outside, and which, in reality, double the 
size of this magnificent dwelling. It would be interesting to 
ascertain the exact number of work-people employed at the 



286 PHOrOGRAPHS OF PAIUS LDnB. 

présent fime, m theîr différent capacîties, in getting tfainiç» 
ready for this extraordinary bnll. Another curions fact wonld 
be the value of the costumes in the ball-room when ail iàtt 
gnests are assembled. I bave seen a costume representing 
Kre, which cost, witbout including jewels, 7,000 francs, «r 
£280 sterling. It is to be worn by one of tbe brigbtest stan 
<rf the galaxy of strangers in Paris ; her dress cannot fààl io 
nttract attention — that is, if her flashing black eyes and gloNj 
looks do not engross it ail. But I must not describe angr 
more costumes before the bail takes place, which will be next 
Tuesday, the 24th of April. I hope to be able to give your 
ÏEiir readers a satisfactory compte-rendu of this grand Impedd 
ffêe. There bave been several concerts this week at ilie 
Tuileiies ; Tamberlik, Alboni, and Penco bave been, of course 
the stars. At the last concert, after one of Alboui's beautîfid 
cavatinas, which entrance the listener, the favorite singer 
seated herself, and being warra began fanning herself with 
her haudkerchief. The Princess Clotilde rose, and handii^ 
her own fan to the cantratice, begged her to accept it as a 
souvenir of the pleasure she had afforded lier by the delicious 
iStrains she had just uttered. It is said Alboni, who has oftea 
received royal gifis before, never was so charmed as with this. 
The fan is a very handsome one, valued at 2,000f. 

In the list of fashionable nriivals in Paris, I observe >ihe 
names of the Comte and Comtesse Castellane. For three years 
this noble family has not been seen in the Parisian world, tbe 
death of a near relative caused ihem ^o relire to their estâtes 
in the couiitry. Their returri to the monde is hailed with 
delight by t'ie pleasure-lovers ; for who has not heard of the 
gorgée ms^e^é?* which hâve been j^iveu in the Hôtel Castellane? 
PerhajiS in no other private hôtel in Paris are united so many 
means of enjoyment as in the Castellane domain — an im- 
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mense bail 'Foom, neYer used for any other purpose ; supper 
room adjoining ; and, above ail, a magnificent théâtre, witb. 
its parterre, its orchestra, its private boxes, fine scenery, green 
Toom, and dressing rooros; a very large théâtre, too, but 
whiob seems small in comparîson with the immense rooms 
whioh surround it. It is too late in the season for a bail heie, 
but no doubt next winter will see reunited in thèse uoUe 
halls the flower of the youth of France, and the sélect from ail 
parts of the world. 

Last Sunday there were races at the Bois de Boulojgne. 
Business commenced at two o'clock, and during the first two 
Taces the attendance was small ; but about half-past three the 
** tribunes" began to fill, and a great number of carriages ar- 
rived. I observed some fine four-in-hands ; that of the Count 
de Momy attracted particular attention by the beauty of the 
herses and the good taste of the entire turn-out. The Stand 
reserved for the Jockey Club was crowded with its aristo- 
cratie members. Among the ladies of the beau monde présent 
I remarked the Duchess of Fitz-James, the Baroness Eoths- 
child, the Comtesse de Greffulhe, the Countess de la Eoche- 
foucauld, Lady Petre, Lady Barrington,,and the Countess de 
Momy. The weather was fine until just before the last race, 
when the rain fell in torrents. The Empress had sent word^ 
that she would be présent ; but her Majesty arrived at the 
course just as the rain began to fall, and consequently the 
horses' heads were immediately tumed towards home. Il was 
an amusing sight, the immense number of carriages being 
driven as fast as possible to get ont of the pelting storm, and 
the unlucky foot-passengers running at fuU speed to ihe 
nearest place of shelter. It seems hard, on days wheu there 
are races at the Bois, that omnibuses and other cheap modes 
of conveyance should not be allowed to cross the Bois de 
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Boulogne. On ordinary occasions it is very well, as it secores 
a charming and agreeable ride to those in carnages. Wliat 
can be more unpleasant than to be jostled by an omnibus when 
one is taking a pleasure dfive in a pleasure garden ? But on 
racing days it is différent. The conséquence of this exclusion 
is, that the beautiful field of Longchamps lacks tbat varietjr, 
that heterogeneous mixture that we see in England, and which 
really contributes greatly to the vivacity of the scène. As the 
case now stands, seeing a race is only possible to those who 
hâve their own carnages, or who can afford to bire one for 
the day at some absurd priée. An amusing incident occurred 
last Sunday during the interval between two races. A hare, 
evidently having escaped from some place iu the vicinity, came 
deliberately walking along the race track, and stopped in front 
of the tribunes, gazing with astonishment on the numeroas 
spectators. A sensé of danger evidently came upon the poor 
little animal ; for it ran ofF, followed by more than three hun- 
dred pursuers, ail anxious to catch it. They formed a large 
oircle around the hare, and gradually closed in upon it. In 
spite of their well-managed efforts, the hare was jnst on the 
point of escaping, when a young Englishman literally threw 
himself upon it, and succeeded in capturing and walking away 
with his prize. This little incident caused much amusement, 
and loiid cheers of approbation greetcd the blushing victor as 
he returned to his seat. As I write the snow is falling hea- 
vily; what a change from the delightful balmy weather when 
I penned my last letter ! The little songsters are now hushed, 
the leaves and buds chilled and frozen — in fact, we hâve 
November weather at the end of April. 

I cannot refrain from giving you a most amusing anecdote 
of the late King. Louis Philippe was making a voyage in the 
^ast of France, and graeiously accepted a dinner offered kiax 
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by Monsieur Moet, wbose name and excellent Champagne ara 
synonymoiis. It is needless to «taie that the sparkling liquid 
was of the cboicest kind and in great profusion. " Will yonr 
Majesty pennit me to offer you another glass of this Cham- 
pagne P" asked the delighted yine-grower. " It is delicioiu, 
monsieur — most delicious," replied the Citizen King witk 
bonhomie; ''but I fear intoxication — ^yes, Ifear intoxication." 
Hère Monsieur d'Argout, who was seated on the other side 
of the King, and who judged the moment favourable for a 
Kttle courtier-like flattery, exclaimed, ** Sire, the only intoxi- 
cation that can take place hère to-night is that in which your 
faithful subjects are plunged by your Majesty's much-desired 
présence." " The intoxication will be but of short duration. 
Sire/' said M. Moet, to the intense disgust of the courtier. 
M. Moet's reply was not intended, however, as it seemed; ha 
was deaf, and had just understood the Eang's reply, without 
having heard the rejoinder of the courtier, which he thus rea- 
dered so ridiculous. 



LETTEE XLV. 



Grand Fancy Bail given by the Empress Eugénie. 

Paris, Wednesday, April 26, 18(50. 

In my last letter, I promised I would give your readers 
account of the Empress's bail, and I lose no time in 
doing. 

The grand bal costumé that was to bave taken place tea 
days ago was deferred until last night, as many say, becanse 
of the late political troubles in Spain, some of her Majesty'a 
relatives being therein complicatad. Be that as it may, laai 
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tke soie eaaSy approa^ thai BafiflBfiBeDi rcddfce. Bf !■ 
o'dock a Une of eaniages readûnç afamMÉ the oitiie aicm^ 
to Uie Fbœ de la Coneoide wat ûtxmlf woidii^ itsv^ 
aloDg towarda the bnlliaot ball-fooiiis. The immiu, aatkf 
aiOTed, alig^ited amid a aamber of gorgeouri j dreand ao- 
Tanta weadog the Impérial liTeiy and nmged «m. each àk 
of the entrano^ wfaich was dxaped with nch vi^yet and gfldeâ 
hangings. Pasaing thion^ a still moce iic*h]y decontod 
ante-chamber, wMch, like the roam first enteied, had b«B 
erected for the oocaakHi, those aniving were nset bj theBoka 
and Duchés^ de Tascher de la Pagerie. The two room I 
hâve just mentioned were lined with flowers and evorgfecD^ 
and seemed reallj beautifal, until, having bowed to the Bake 
and Dacbess, yon entered the ballHtK>m9. Then the magni- 
cence that met tbe gaze of tbe enraptnred gaest qxiite edipsed 
ail that was preyiouslj seen. The dancing-room had been 
erected for tbis great fête, and whatever the most ex^msite 
taste coidd suggest had been lavished npon its décoration. 
At the end of the room, a band of musicians was hidden in a 
niche in the wall bebind flowers and evergreens blooming 
and flagrant ; but above the flowers and vines was to be seen 
Strauss waving bis wand, while sweet music filled with richest 
tones the bnlliant haUs that at my outrance were abeady 
crowded with a gay and dazzling throng. 

I muât not attempt to describe ail the beautiM costumes 
T saw ; the task were an endiess one. In fact it took some 
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time for me to get accustomed to the splendour of the aoene, 
during which queens and peasant giris, ladies of high degieo 
and of low, courtiers, knights, magidans, polichinels, sailora^ 
soldiers, Turks, Arabs, money-lenders, Christians, and In* 
fidels — and even lions, tigers, and bears — ^were moving aroimd 
and about me, ail glittering and gay, ail laughing and taUdng 
mernly, wbile over ail rose and fell the musdc in duloeft 
cadence, rendering t a scène of encbantment. 

Noticeable among - those most gorgeously dressed wero 
several gentlemen (I beg pardon of the ladies for leaving them 
to be mentioned last, but I am using my sex's privilège), 
whose locks and beards betrayed them as the sons of Per-> 
fide Albion. Their rich Henry the Eighth costumes were 
sparkling with the most valuable jewels, while among them 
strode a gallant Knight of the Garter (of this same knight I 
shall hâve more to say when I speak of the dancing). Cer- 
tainly among the most beautiful women présent many were 
English, 30 many that I felt a thrill of pleasure and pride as 
I gazed at them. Blonde and brune they ail looked most 
lovely in their becoming costumes. 

When I first entered the ball-rooms the Empress was not 
présent, neither was the Emperor. But a few moments after 
I noticed a blue domino, whose stately tread I at once recog- 
nised. I became confirmed in my discovery upon approach** 
ing the domino. He was laughing and talking with and at a 
fair little bergère that was teasing him, and as he tumed to 
answer one of her Uvely sallies I saw the pointed beard of the 
Sovereign of the French. I left Napoléon III. talking with 
the little fair lady, to examine three Princesses. 

Their Highnesses Mathilde, Clotilde, and Anna Murai 
were seated together. The first named wore the costume of 
a magicienne, Her arms were bared to the shoulder, and 
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broDiedy as was lier face. Her head-dress consisted of ^ 
long white sliawl of fine knitted wool, tliat was boond to the 
kead witli a cirelet of Moorish coins, and fell in folds down 
ihe back. The Princesses black eyes sparkled but the more 
firom ihe dark colour of her bronzing, yet I muet say that her 
eofittune was not becoming. Nezt the Princess sat the fair 
Clotilde» looking fairer from the contrast. Her Highness 
wore a most becoming bergère costume of pink and wbite 
ailk, while a little pink hat was coqnettishly set on one side of 
her head. Her fair light hair was simply but most becominglj 
coiffai and to add to the grâce of her costume, she wore a 
neeklaoe of roses pinned together with diamonds. I hâve 
neyer seen the Princess Clotilde look so handsome as she did 
last night. At her side sat the lovely and bewitching Prin- 
eesa Anna Murât. She was also en bergère^ but her costume 
waa white and blue and her hair was powdered. She looked, 
as ahe ever does, most truly handsome. 

Having noticed thèse costumes I was tuming away, 
haTÎng, like " OKver," a désire for more, when I observed a 
black domino, who was attacking a tali Francis I. I detected 
in the feigned voice the sweet tones of Eugénie, the giyer of 
ibis magnificent fête, and her Majesty of the French. 

It was now twelve, that witching hour, and as yet I had 
not noticed the habitués of ail Parisian fêtes, the Comtesses 
de Momy, de Labedoyère, the Princess Mettemich, and a 
number of those ladies entitled by rank and beauty to brtUer 
at an our most magnificent réunions, Just then, I saw firom 
the attitude of those near me, that something was abont ta 
occnr. The Duke de Tascher was ranging the guests on each 
side of the apartment, leaving the entrance free and the way 
clear to the room in which the dancing was going on. A 
pause occurred, the dandng-room was cleared, and Strauss's 
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'band struck up a lively march. Now came in ail those I had 
missed, and the march changing to a quick quadrille, ths 
ladies, who were dressed as the Eléments, commenced a most 
beautiful and graceful movement, entitled by Strauss, who 
wrote and arranged ail the music of the evening, "Le 
Quadrille des Quatre Eléments." Sixteen ladies, in appro- 
priate costumes, performed this dance, which thej had 
Tehearsed several times before the fête. I give their names, 
beginning, as in duty bound, with those lent to us by a 
foreign land to add to our gaieties by their charming presenoe. 
They were Princesses, Duchesses, and Countesses — 

FoEEiGNEBS — ^Mettcmich, Rozezdziecka, Sneyekowska^ Vie- 
aabytowska, Ischetwertioska, Rosk, Errazu, Sinelwikoff, Wallcpi- 
broza, Schowkoska. 

Our Own — De Momy, Walewski, De Qrétry, Pefsigny, 
Pourtalès, De Labedoyère. 

"Le Quadrille des Eléments" was most rapturously 
encored by the pleased lookers-on, and after a brief respite 
the sixteen ladies went again through the mazes of the 
beautiful dance. I must hère state that I mis^ed seeing the 
'first quadrille of the evening, " Les Contes de Fées," led by 
Mme. Wey-Isabey. After the daucing, I hâve above named, 
several polkas and waltzes were played ; and it was duiing 
the quick and lively detixtemps that the English knighta 
^tinguished themselves ail, excepting the Knight of the 
Garter. He, poor fellow, was weak in the knees, and danced 
with his red silk tights at right angles, more especially while 
executing his cavalier seul in his quadrilles. A lady near me 
said he was the most polite gentleman in the room, as he was 
ever in a state of half adoration of his faii* vis-àrvU, I most 
vBieation how exceedingly lovely were the daughters of Lord 
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Cowky — ^whom I observed looking, wiih parental satkfackioi 
dÎ9plajed in bis countenance, at the Lady Sophîa Wellesk^ 
as slie gracefully turned with her partner in a waliE or 
polka. She was dressed as night, but was beautifîd and 
biigbt as day. 

Two o'dock bad now arrived, and on ail aides I beard 
mquiries as to wbere tbe great galleiy was. I managed to 
get as near as possible to a large yellow silk curtain tliat 
bung about tbe middle of tbe conservatory, as I saw ihd 
near it stood tbe Empress, now dressed in wbite and wçaring 
a burnous of wbite striped silk. Near ber Majesty, wbo 
wore a mask, stood tbe Duke de Tascber, tbe nominal giver 
of tbe fête, and close by were seated tbe Princesses Matbilde, 
Clotilde, and Murât, Ail at once a clang of trumpets was 
beard. Tbe yellow curtain was quickly raised, and a fidry- 
like and most dazzling scène met tbe gaze. It was an 
almost endless bail, surrounded witb balconies and balustrades 
covered witb vines and ilowers, rivalling in magnificence ail 
tbat we cah conjecture of tbe halls of Italy's famed clime. 
Myriads of lights abounded. Overhead, splendid cbandelîeR 
poured down floods of ligbt on tables tbat were loaded witb 
a feast almost bidden from our gaze in flowers. At the end 
of tbe hall a fountain was splashing its waters in rays df 
ligbt that rivalled the brightness of the sun. Ail tbe sensés 
were pleased at once, for music, sweet and low, was adding 
to the pleasurable émotion of the guests, wbo were waited on 
by pages in feudal dress. 

Once the supper over, dancing was resumed witb 
renewed vigour. The third quadrille, " Le Carnaval de 
Denise," was then danced, and after several waltzes and 
polkas the cotillon began. This lasted more than an boar, 
«nding in open daylight at six o'clock. It was conducted bjr 



Mdlle. de Tascher de la Pagerie and Coant d'Andlau, tlie 
secretary of Count de Persigny. I must hère tell you that 
the Gountess de Persigny was channiogly dressed as " Earth," 
one of the four '' Eléments/' and danced most admirably in 
the principal quadrille. 

The Emperor retired at the termînation of the cotillon— ^ 
past six in the moming. Thus ended this most splendid 
fête, Too much praise cannot be attributed to her Majesty 
and to the Duke de Tascher de la Pagerie, who planned so 
magnificent an entertainment. It was worthy of an Empress. 

In my haste to render you an account of the^^, I hare 
no doubt overlooked many most interesting détails. Shotdd 
I recall them to mind I thU make them the subject rf 
another letter. Ton wiU notice I hâve made but Ktflc 
mention of the costumes of the gentlemen. They were aS 
excellent, but space would be lacking to describe them, as 
irell as those ladies' costumes that I hâve been compelled to 
overlook. 

P. S. I had almost omitted to mention a most important 
matter* Some time since I described the dress that the 
Empress was to wear. She was to appear as ''Diane 
Chasseresse," but owing to the fact of its becoming known, 
lier Majesty changed her mind and wore only dominos. 



tM PHOTOORAPHa OF PARIS Um« 



LETTEE XLVl. 

BpoBg at last — ^The Emperor and Empress at the Bcns— lV>3eti« 

Remmiscences of the Hôtel d'AIbe and an Incident at tb 
Fête — Gay Doings in the Faubourg — ^The Marquise de 
Qallifet — ^Tbe Haces at Longchamps — Spring Toilettes— ;i 
Bomance of Eashionable Life. 

Paris, Satnrday, May 5, 1860. 

Aptes thi^ee weeks of trials and defeats, the sun has at last 
eontriyed to shine in ail its glory. Yesterday and to-daj 
•hewed the complaining Parisians that the sky of France can 
ttill compete in serenity and loveliness with that of its Sûr 
siister Italy. " Sunny France " deserved its name to-daj; the 
conséquence of this spring-like weather was an immense 
erowd of gaily-dressed ladies in the Champs Elysées, and 
gala-day carnages in the Bois de Boulogne. From the Place 
de la Concorde to the end of the Avenue de l'Impératrioe 
ihe carriages were so numerous that they were obliged to 
prooeed at a walking pace, and quite crowded in amongst ail 
sorts of yehicles. I observed a modest phaeton with the 
wdl-known green and gold livery; there sat the Emperor 
qnietly waiting his tum to drive on faster. Very few persons 
aeemed to recognize him, but he retomed graciouslj the 
salutations of those who did. How absurd ail the stories one 
sees in English joumals of the Emperor's fear of exposing 
liimself among the people ; yesterday — and he goes eut often 
driring himself — any one might hâve reached him with theîr 
lands, and thus given the fatal blow which is to rid France of 
iU S^ant, as the English people say and assume ; but the 
Aeoch themselves do not share the same opinion, and thejr 
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see the prosperity their couniiy îs enjoying, and attrîbute it 
rightly to the Emperor's désire for the weU-being of France. 
The Ëmpress was also at the Bois, driven in an open carriage 
and four, à la d^Aumont, with another carriage forming suite. 
Her Majesty was accompanied by one of her ladies of honour, 
and wore a most becoming toilette, consisting of a mauve 
icffeta^i trimmed with one deep âounce at the bottom, and 
small flounces above it to the waist ; the Cashmere shawl, 
with white ground, which I may call celebrated, as it was 
made in India especially for the Empress, and bears at the 
four corners the name " Eugénie," worked in différent styles 
of letters. It is the most expensive shawi ever made in India^ 
haring taken numberless months to complète it. A white 
bonnet accompanied this charming carriage toilet, with 'paille 
gloyes. 

It is said the Court is to leave the Tuileries for St. Cloud, 
but as the trip to Savoy and Nice is to take place sooner than 
was expected, it is probable that St. Cloud will not be visited 
lill their return. The temporary danciog-hall which was 
erected at the Hôtel d*Albé for the grand fancy-ball is still 
there ; its not being removed has given rise to a rumour that the 
bail is to be repeated, but this is not very probable. As this 
bail surpassed in magnificence anything ever known in the 
Paris world (always excepting the fête given by the Duchess 
of Berri in 1830, which was of unheard-of splendour), it may 
be not amiss to define some of the toilettes of the ladies 
présent more particularly than I did the day after the bail, 
One of the most brilliant costumes there was worn by Mdlle. 
Himptsch. It was a Harlequin (female). The coiffure of this 
charming dress was a small oval cap, half black and half 
white velvet, with a long white feather curling forward^ 
Iftstened with a diamond buckle behind. A large multicoloured 



-r=-« 



vr. 



J^ !• 



rrx 



1 1 



•^ ■— «■ 



. — (. 



'/ ^ 



'. ' ■ ' 



THIf-H "L- 



3 -ac 



' ' . 



iz^ï 






"/" .•' ' 






' - -.r: i.i.7» ^î-ii 



z^ npùfir 




rECnOBBiÉEBBS OOP TèXSB lilFB. mO" 

tàking their fiight, like thé mimrellons gueëts of i![]ad8âl'a 
MmchaDted palace flying away at the magicîan's bidding. 

It really seems as if, in regard to balls ibis year, the âesire 
h increased by being gratified, for never bave I known a Pârb 
--'mason to reach so far into tbe spring. The cold and rainy 
weather bas been partly tbe cause of this. So nnmerous bave 
been the balls within the last weék, that 1 cannot nndertake 
.to moition even the names of the givers ; but I can speàk of 
one which may possess interest. It is well known that many 
of tbe old families of the Faubourg St. Germain bave for 
Bome time renounced ail idea of balls, fêtes, &c. Eeing dis- 
appointed in Iheir political desires, they hâve resolved oa 
flhowing their anger by making themsdves as misérable as 
possible. This extremely wise proceeding not hàving prd-i 
duced the slightest efFect on the person or persons for whom it 
was intended, its projectors bave, perhaps, at last come to tbe 
conclusion that they may as well amuse themselves, for their 
hmderie is paid not attention to. The Count and Countess 

I) 1 gave a bail last Friday night. It was brilliantly 

attended. The Count was Minister of Finance under Louis 

Philippe. The salons of the Count D 1 bave not been 

opened for a réunion for severql years. It is said tiiat 
xnany others will follow the Count's example — ^if not this 
year, early next season. A grand bail was given last night by 
the Marquise de Brabentane. This lady is daughter of tbe 
celebrated Marquise de Gallifet, of whom is told the foUowing 
«tory. The family had been for many years résident at St. 
Domingo, where they became one of the most eminent families 
of the colony. The Marquise was a woman of extraordinaiy 
beauty, and she joined to that an extraordinary wit and origî- 
nality, which rendered her charming to ail who saw her ; in 
fact, soon after her retum to France^ the Marquise de Galliféi 
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was but another name for grâce, wit, and beautj. Ma» 
Antoinette heard this, and signified to some one tbatahe 
would not object to seeing the Marquise. This was oonumb 
nicated to M. de Gallifet, wbo, justly proud of hîs birth, là 
fortune, and, above ail, of the beauty of his wife, declared tint 
fthe sbould never appear afc Court till she had been soHdted 
to do so by the Queen herself 1 Marie Antoinette laughed it 
this, and declared, mockingly, tbat it was an original ides; 
but female curiosity leads female hearts to great leogths^ 
jiothing was talked of in the monde but the gavottes so beaa- 
tifuliy (^anced by the beautiful Marquise. The Queen's 
curiosity was aroused to an extraordinary pitch, and at 
the next grand bail given at Versailles the Marquis ani 
Marquise were invited according to ail the rules of étiquette. 
This was a splendid triumph for Madame de Gallifet. A 
Bhort time after they made the acquisition of a splendid hôtel, 
and gave magnificent/^i^f*, which were attended not only by 
the flower of the French nobility, but by the King himselfi 
and with him the gentle, the wronged, the innocent Maiie 
Antoinette. 

Last Sunday the Bois de Boulogne was more than ordina* 
lily crowded ; the cause of this increase of carnages iras 
easily ascertained — there were races at Longchamps. The day 
was glorious ; the rays of the sun, so long a truant, wew 
jnost grateful, and cast a génial light on the faces of the crowd. 
The programme of the races offered many attractions, and, take 
it ail in ail, with the single exception of the visit of the Grand 
Duke Constantine last year to this race course, I think I hare 
never seen in France so numerous and so choisi a gathering. 
Kot a fine name in France but was there represented by some 
bearer of it. Araong others the Princesses de Mettemicfa« 
jde Léon, and Czartoriska, Comtesse de Chreffulke, de b 
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Bochefoucauld, and de Morny; Duchesses d'Istrie and de 
Sagan ; thé Baroness de Eotlischild, &c. The toilettes were 
mosibrilliant, and were for ihe most part composed of dresses 
of taffetas of light colours, many with and many without 
flonnces, but none with double jupe. I observed some of our 
élégantes in striped dresses, one white stripe, and one of 
colour, with one large flonnee at the bottoni of the predomi- 
nating colour in the silk. It has become quite a rage ihis year 
to couvert the fine cachmere shawls into a sort of bumos or 
cloak, with hanging hood. T cannot say I admire this. 
The Indian cachmere has a cachet of its own, and should be 
allowed to retain its original character ; to change its form 
takes away from its value. Many of the bonnets had wreathar 
of flowers entirely around the face, to replace the tours de tête, 
or cap. This is very well as a novelty, but the tulle and blonde 
lace of the cap give a delicacy to the complexion that the 
decided colours of ail flowers cannot equal. The Emperor and 
Empress arrived in time to see the principal race of tbe day, 
and, as may be well imagined, their présence gave additional 
éclat to the proceedings. 

Between the races an attentive observer might hâve re-^ 
marked that some very interesting subject was beiug dis- 
cussed. The fair countenances of the ladies seemed overcastr 
It seems that some person had just brought thp news that 
the beautiful and accomplished daughter of the Marquis de 

la B had entered a convent. The reason was the old taie 

love, and an inexorable father. The object of the young ladyV 
affection was a gentleman of good birth and fortune, but no 
iitle. The patrician blood of the Marquis would not allow 
him to consent to the union. I saw the parties dancing 
iogether this winter at the Tuileries. How little either of 
them imagined , that their happiness was so soon to cease 1 
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Oie jùoùg lady is making hurrifid pieparatLons far 
filial Tow» whiob will for evear sepaiate her &om tfae 
iradd, What a sad iate for one so young ! In hat 
and Mlf-imposed confinement, that sad young heart ma^ 
with Juliair— 

* ' Alas ! that lore, so gentle in fais view^ 
Should be so tyiannous and roogh in proot** 



LETTER XLVn. 



OÉMiolio Obicoryanoea—Tfae Fancy Eair afc the Britisli Emhajwy 
— The Prince Impérial and the Enfans de Troupe — ^Xfaa 
Concerts Musard — ^Ristori in a New Eôle — ^The Fa^ona — 
The Golden Belt, a Bomance of Eashionable Life. 

Farisi Monday, May 14, 1860.. 

Tnm month of May is one especially devoted by the foUowess 
of the Gatholio faiûi to the adoration of the Virgin Mary, 
and this accounts for the uumber of yonng girls dreased bu 
white (the emblem of purity)i with orange-blossoma on their 
heads, that one meets daily in the streets on their way to 
the Tarious churohes. The rainy and unpleasant weather ia 
vexy unfavourable to them, and makes their white dresses 
md bng veils look dreadfolly crushed and Men. It alao 
keeps the ohildren at home who are wont at this season of tha 
year to arect Uttle chapels at the cornera of the principal 
stieets, and soUcit pas8ers*by to give them a sou for îts piQ* 
servation and enlargement. I call them '^ chapels " because 
the children dignify them by that name ; they are seldom 
^ything more, howeyer, than a small bit of candie stuck on 
an old hroken plate. The architectural iinish of thèse ch^ieb 
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18 si^pposed to hâve reached perfection when a threelegged 
stooly covered with a white doth, can be obtaîned, on which 
to place the candie and plate. A plaster statue of the Yirgin 
is a degree of omamentation never indulged in, though 
sometimes a benevolent passenger is moved to an nnusual 
degiee of generosity by tbe désire manifested by tlie children 
to buy one ; but, alas for tbe selfishness of buman nature 
the money given to buy a statue is usually spent in bonbons^ 
or in the purchase of those wafer-like cakes called plaisirs^ 
which ail my litile Mends who hâve been to Paris remember 
with such delight. 

The fancy fair, which took place on Tuesday, Wednesday , and 
Thursday of this week at the English Embassy, for the benefit of 
the British Charitable Institution, was extremely well attended, 
although the weather on the first day was so very inclement 
that the attendance was not large ; Wednesday and Thursday, 
however, made up for the first day, and a considérable sum 
must hâve been coUected. The names of the lady patronesses 
comprised some of the first of the Erench and foreign noblesse 
now in Paris — among others, the Princess Metternich, the 
Countess de Momy, Countess Walewski, Lady Eokeby, Mrs. 
Swale, Lady Oliffe, Miss Keir Grant, Vicountesse de Brezé, 
Mrs. Gage. The Countess Cowley had a stall upon which 
were exhibited many articles of English manufacture, such as 
hats, Balmoral petticoats, china, &c. Her ladyship proved 
an excellent saleswoman, as her stall was soon empty ; the 
hats were most beautiful, and quite a novelty in Paris. The 
Princess Metternich was a valuable auxiliary. She had some 
little portemonnaies in a box, which she entreated each passer- 
by to purchase ; her manner was so charming that her porte- 
mou naies were soon ail sold, and then the Princess sold 
bouquets. I cannot say that the flowers were beautiful, or 
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tliat tlie price was yery moderate, but she soon managed to 
dispose of them. The Princess is taU and exceedingly grâce- 
fui ; her face is not pretty, but her large dark eyes are fuB of 
fire; her manners are charming, with a simplicity and a 
laisser aller which in ©ne occupying her position is yeiy 
attractive. Each lady patroness had several young lady 
assistants, and the dispiay of pretty faces was enough to 
rejoice one's heart. But the bright particular star, the 
" observed of ail observers," was the eldest daughter of Lord 
Cowley, Lady Sophia Wellesley. Her young ladyship was 
selling cakes, chocolaté, and other refreshments, and I sadfy 
fear that many a digestion was trifled with ruthlessly for the 
sake of standing before her stall a little longer. One young 
gentleman, who, to my certain knowledge, had eaten sixteen 
buns, fiye cakes, and a large tart, after a desperate effort, 
resolved to take something more; Lady Sophia, perhaps 
unaccustomed to such ferocious appetites, and seemingly 
quite imaware of the secret intent of the gentleman, looked 
at him with rather an astonished air. That formidable look 
made the young gentleman swallow his seventeenth bon the 
wrong way ; feeling a sensé of his own position, and the 
knowledge that he would soon be slapped on the back bj 
some sympathising friend to make the bun take its natnral 
course, he liquidated his large account, and walked slowlj 
and sorrowfully away. I was not surprised at his wisbing to 
look at her ; with my sex's privilège, I gazed at her to my 
heart's content. If anything can surpass the beauty of her 
face, it is the air of distinction which characterises this young 
lady, as well as her sister. A military band " discoursed 
most excellent music" in the garden, and the fair might 
hâve been continued for a week longer as far as r^ard» 
attendance and success. 
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An interesting event took place the day before yesterday. 
The Prince Impérial baving manifested a désire to see the 
enfans de troupe of his régiment, bis wish was complied with 
— ^in fact, ail the einfans de troupe now in Paris, numbering 
about 150, were brought to the Tuileries. The young Prince 
joined them, and tbey filed off before tbeir Majesties. They 
then entered the Palace, headed by the Prince Impérial, and 
passed into one of the long galleries, in which was served a 
most délectable repast ; his little highness took his seat at 
their bead, and seemed to enjoy himself in the highest possible 
degree. The Prince, after the cloth was removed, grarely 
proposed the toasts of "The Army," and "The enfant de 
troupe" whicTi were of course drunk with great enthusiasm 
by his little guests. The Emperor and Empress passèd through 
the hall, and her Majesty kissed and patted the heads of 
several of the pretty little fellows. The saddest moment of 
ail was after the festivity, when the children were obliged to 
leaye. The Prince objected to tbis most energetically, and 
ît was ouly on the promise that tbey should corne soon agai& 
that he allowed them to départ. His Highness is a bright 
intelligent boy, and, although but little over four years of âge, 
speaks several languages fluently. 

The weather bas so suddenly become hot that the théâtres 
are almost deserted (at least by the upper classes), outdoof 
amusements being more agreeable. The " Concerts Musard/* 
behind the Palace de l'Industrie, opened on the Ist of May, 
«nd bave been extremely well attended ; in fact, I know of 
no pleasanter place to pass away an evening. In the mîdst 
of fragrant flowers and dashing fountains, the sweet melodj 
of this admirably-organised band rises and falls in genUe 
cadence. Musard has written some beautiful morceÊHm 
llûs winter, which will soon, no doubt, become popidar, like 
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g^aiythiog emanating from this &Toorite eonqMMor. Tbe 
pâce of admission is entremely low — onljr a teoc, ht 
lllusard has laid down, and adhfired to, a ruie whiclt is naît 
eommendable, that of refusing admission to ail iœpfopff 
persons ; tke conséquence is, that the company is reaUy seled 
J observed last night, among others, Lord Cowley and Ui 
iwo daughters, Prince and Princess Mettemich, and Asbff 
ihe composer. The Tamberlik Galop, executed for tbe fiât 
time, was received with much applause. 

Madame Eistori is playing Queen Elizabetli at the ItalioM. 
It is the first time shehas been seen in this râle in Paiis, vi 
àhe has created quite a furore in it. It is nnfortiuiate ka tUs 
really great tragédienne that the only aaUe suitable to her s 
Paris (the Italian Opera*house) should be oooqpied uniil lo 
jlate in the season. Many of our fashionables are already go» 
to the country, and those who are hère do not like the idaa 
of passing three or four hours in the théâtre at this season. 

The hot weather has wrought a rapid change in tk 
fiishîons. Ail dark oolours hâve been discarded suddenly, and 
lighter ones hâve taken their place. Barège dresses, with oDft 
deep flounce of the same materiali and several small ones of 
silk of a contrasting colour, are very pretty. I saw a grey oim^ 
withs mail blue flowers, there was a deep flounce of the barège, 
and four smaU blue silk ones above it. Bonnets are made miuh 
larger this year than last; and it certainly seems as if the 
dieadful poke bonnet of our grandmothers was hanging me- 
nacingly over our heads — ^better over them than on thsm yoi 
will say, but so it is. The casaque^ so much wom during the 
last three years, still keeps its sway over our éléffonim. 8ome 
Teiy pretty ones are made of black silk with white silk cording 
at ail the aeams, and a stitching of white silk, done by the 
aewing machine, round the bottom. Others aie ail plain blaok 
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nlk, ftnd liave a sort of small pèlerine of guipure or Chantffly 
laœ thrown oyer the shoulders. Many ladies hâve them made 
ibe same colour as the dress. I saw a beautiful pearl-grey 
nlk, trimmed with a wide band of violet taffetas round the 
bottom of the skirt, with the casaque or long basqtte of the 
gsme sîlk, and trimmed in the same manner; this was, of 
course, extremely élégant, and could be worn only for carriage 
and visiting dress. Another pretty outside coVering is the 
imislin shawl, which came ont last suromer ; they are made of 
white muslin, generally embroidered, and are extremely cool 
and pretty for the very hot weather. As the spring advances 
the closed dress sleeve retires, and in its place we hâve the old 
ahapes, but ail flowing. The tight silk sleeye with the cuff 
was very pretty for the winter, but the other is more agrée- 
able for hot weather. I see that the little postillon, or tail to 
the bodies of dresses, is being made to silk dresses again this 
year, probably to relieve the monotony of the corsaçe à cem^ 
iure, Pointed bodies hâve gone out totally and entirely. A 
aioat beautiful présent for a good kind papa or husband to 
make just now is a gold band — ^real gold — ^the links very 
small, indeed, like the bracelets worn some years ago. I 
cannot say they are much worn hère, because their price pre- 
vents their being generally used ; but many of our fashionable 
ladies, at the head of whom I can name her Majesty, hâve 
shown especial favour for this beautiful ornament. A little 
anecdote, in which one of thèse belts is mentioned, was told 
last week ; I cannot vouch for its truth, but I am acquainted 

with the parties. Mdlle , a young lady of no personal 

attractions, but of great moral excellence, and possessing a 
very large fortune (something like twmty thousand pounds a 
jear), bad, like most young ladies in her position, several 
anitora for her faand. Her father gave a bail aboota moaili 

X 2 
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ago, to which ail the gentlemen were invited. Passing bcbind 
a group of bushes ivbicli had been placed in the bail room to 
decorate it, tbe young lady saw two of her admirera engaged 
in \ow, and, on one side, angry dialogue. Her own name was 
mentioned — do not blâme her if she did not appear immedi- 
ately ; she was anxious to hear tbeir conversation. The first 
speaker was the one towards whom her heart yeamed; in 
fact she had almost pronouneed the décisive " Yes :" the othcr 
an oflBcer of high rank, but without fortune, and known to bc 
deeply in debt. The first spoke of bis future with certainty; 
regret ted her ugliness, and added that he only married her 
for her money. He also said he considered he was conferring 
a fevour upon her. The officer took it up, saying that if the 
young lady had in reality consented, he was unworthy of the 
distinction : that love invested its object with beauty ; that 
he (for he loved her) thought her most beautiful — and eren 
if she were not, her other qualities were such at entitled her 
to esteem and admiration. The next day the officer receifed 
the golden belt wom by the lady the evening before, insti- 
tuting him her champion in the eyes of ail the world. Their 
banns were published yesterday. 



LETTER XLVIII. 



l%e Weather — Spring Fashions — ^Impérial Movements — Mar- 
riage of the Prince de Polignac — ^The Impérial Stables— 
The Conciergerie — Souvenirs of Marie Antoinette. 

Paris, Friday, June 8, 1860. 

** Wjll the pleasant weather never come P " is the question 
ihat everyone is asking his neighbour. The oldest ioàabi- 
tant (that individual who, Dickens says, makes it a point 
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never to know anytliing) certainly cannot remember Bodi a 
spring as this — so cold, so gusty, and wet. In Paria one 
expects fine weather at a certain date; in fact, the 15ih of 
May is supposed to be the time wben carpets are remoyed 
and parqueted floors waxed, heavy window enrtains taken 
down, and Yenetian blinds or muslin curtains to replace 
them. According, tberefore, to ancient custom, thèse Httk 
préparations for overpowering heat were made at the 
appointed date by ail the good honsewives of Paris, and it is 
now their discomfort to find that the expected heat does not 
come^ and their houses, instead of looking deliciously cool 
and aiiy, appear cold, desolate, and uncomfortable. Which 
of those yery inconsiderate celestial bodies is causing ail this 
confosion ? The Jéte% champêtres that hâve been put off, the 
summer dresses which hâve been consigned to the silent chest 
of drawers, are innumerable. The only consolation is that 
we hâve companions in misery — ^that in England, and even 
in the United States, the weather has also been inclement 
and unseasonable. 

' Our fashionable dressmakers hâve ail sorts of novelties, îf 
the weather would only permit us to wear them. Little 
Zouaves in light cashmere, trimmed with gold and silver 
braid ; others are made of white muslin, trimmed with straw. 
This is a great novelty. I hâve seen a black silk paletot 
trimmed on the sleeves and skirt with rows of straw. It ia 
peculiar, but I cannot say it has a pretty effect ; it is also 
inconvénient, as the slightest movement of the wearer breaks 
the straw. It looks better on barège than on silk. I saw a 
blue barège of a very délicate shade, which was embroideied 
down the front and around the bottom of the skdrt with Utile 
stan of straw. This was pretty. But where the straw leaDf 
shows to advantage is in the trimming of bonnets. A t«7 
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degBni one ie made finom fine PeTonsiiixe stnnr, ivH^ » 
odloiurtd curUin ai taffetas (mauve or Ifgfat bhie, for eMMmj^éff 
witL a thick straw cord twisted twice round tiie bonnet, âai 
BUide in a knot on one sidewith two tassela oî 8iia;w; 9lni§f 
io Biaick tbe curtain, and the same straw oord undeincaik^ 
aaioes tbe top of the bonnet. There has been an effort made 
ta do awajT wiih the blonde cap inside bonnets, and ta repkei 
it with flowers, but this ia not so pretty ; there is m pecniâr 
softneBa about the blonde which is becoming to ererfoue. 
The nûzture of black velvet with whîte flowen for bonnets ii 
stjjyi veiy mueh used ; it is simiple and veiy élégant. In the 
way of cloaks we hâve notbing that cas compete with the 
long black silk casaque ; the paletot of black silk ia no kmgef 
considesed bon genre, For elderly ladies the biaok em- 
bmdered cashmere shawl, with lace, is veiy piett j ; and te 
8ome ladies, who think thcrnselves not young enough te die 
casaque, but who stiU want something more gay than the 
black cashmere shawl, the same shawl has been made in v^ite 
cashmere, tnmmed also with black lace ; this,. which ni the 
days of our grandmothers would hâve been conndered an 
absiord mélange of colours, ie now accepted as very éUêtingué^ 
I sanr a white mushn dress with innumerable fiouncea, eÊ/àk 
fiounce tnnmied with black lace. Piqué dresses, with the 
long casaque of the same mataûal, are trimmed with black 
Telvet; this of course involves a constant trinuning and 
undoing each time the dress is washed, but the veheet kas * 
pietty and no^el effect. 

The Impaial standard is no kmger floating; awar the 
Toileries. Their Majesties and the Piince Impénal hava 
gone \ja Fontainebleau; four séries of gnests ha^e been 
ÎBvâted, and there will be seyeral hontsi One susse» tte 
smiling;face:Q£the^EnipK8s in the shady allqfn of the Boi» d« 
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Boulogne, and tlie beaatifol équipage of tiie Prinee Impéiial^ 
with his martial-looking garde du corjf». 

A few days siuce iook place the marriage of thé Prince èa 
Polignae with Mdlle. Mirés, daughter of the wealthy eapi^ 
talist. It is said that a sincère attacbment had spruiig np 
between the young couple (an extraordinaiy faot in thèse 
sordid times), and that she married him for himself and not 
hi» title, and he married her for herself and not her father^s 
coffers. In thèse sensible, matter-of-fact, steam-engine daySi 
one hears less of mésalliance than formerly, when croqmnê 
could not wed noble, 

A very agreeable hour-and-a-half may now be spent in a 
visit to the Emperor's new stables in the Louvre. Great 
fîicility is aflforded to strangers to enter, and every day ose 
may meet people from every quarter of the globe (but par- 
ticularly from Englknd) examining with interest and attention^ 
thèse magnificent stables. The entrance is by one of the fin» 
gâtes of the Louvre, facing the Seine, and after having signed 
oiuf names in the visitors' book we enter the Cour Canlain- 
court. In the centre of this court is a large spiral staircase 
of extrême beauty, omamented on each side by gigando 
bronze groups representing a dog and a boar, whose open jaws 
eject streams of water which fall into marble basins below. 
This staircase conducts to a riding-school now in course 
of construction, and consequently not open to visitors. In 
the first stable to the left in the courtyard are kept 
the saddle-hoTses for the Emperors's suite. Tliey a» 
very numerous and very fine, but we hasten on them to 
those kept for the spécial use of his Majesty. This 
stable is of great beauty; it is paved with stone, verf 
nieely carved, the Impérial eagle being at the threshold. The 
I10KB68, aboat fifteen in ntânber, aie splendid animais, Wàà 
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baye the most cosy stalls one can imagine ; each horse bastoi 
ikame written up over liis head, and this is surmounted lij 
a crowned eagle carved in oak ; we particularly observed one 
splendid créature, and afterwards leamed that he was the 
Emperor's favourite saddle-horse ; his name, as wiitten om 
liis head, was Cuningliam. One of our party said the hem 
kad fàllen in his esteem becanse his name was not spdt 
properly, and that he thought it was an injustice to the 
animal to rob him of his second " n ;" somebody, of course, 
bronght in the hackneyed quotation of the rose bj any other 
name smelling as sweet, the applicability of whieh, how- 
ever, in the présent case, being disputed by our eradite 
ftiend, who said that roses might not be particular in that 
respect, but horses were. But the servant who was show- 
ing U8 the stables now led the way into différent carnage* 
houses, and at last into that in which is kept the voUure de 
gcAa, This magnificent carriage, which was used at the 
christening of the Prince Impérial, is one mass of red velvet 
and gilding; from the centre of the top nses a gigantic 
crowned eagle, whose gilded outspread wings almost touch 
either side of the carriage, so great is theîr width. But 
although of great beauty, this gala carriage does not com- 
pare with the one used at tbe marriage of the Emperor and 
Empress, which is kept at Versailles. The attention of the 
yisitor is immediately attracted to the charming little car- 
nage presehted by the Emperor's coachmaker to the Prince 
Impérial. The paintings on the panels are eh^-d^ œuvre / 
and inside, the soft white satin cushions — ^the gold embrcn- 
dered "N" — everything, in fact, call forth admiration, 
The Prince is very fond of the carriage, it is said, but it ii 
never used except at Saint Cloud, where lus little Highnesf 
10 driTen about in it^ drawn by two little black ponies. Theit 
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are a number of other rooms to see, in whicli are kept sad- 
dles, hamess, and ail other appnrtenances ; but thèse I need 
not describe. Englisli visitors to Paris should make it a 
point to visit the Emperor's stables. Cards for admission 
may be had on applying (by letter) to General Fleury, ai 
the Palace of the Louvre. 

Another interesting visit may be paid to a place of a far 
différent character. I refer to the Conciergerie, the prison 
of the unhappy, the wronged Marie Antoinette. In enter- 
ing the sad and lonely ceU, occupied during sixty-seven day^ 
by this virtuous Queen, how the mind reverts to the time 
when she was flattered, courted, petted, adored; and how 
in a few months she descended j6*om the throne of France to 
this misérable cell, and only left it to meet an untimely and 
inhuman end. The cell is about eleven feet long and seven 
wide ; an obscure light streams in from a smaU window, its 
rays faUing upon the crucifix, which was the property of 
Marie Antoinette. The gaoler showed us a small hole eut 
in the wall, through which her every movement was watched» 
A chair and an iron bedstead were the only pièces of fumi- 
ture in the room. There are two pictures in the cell, which 
were paûited and placed there by order of the first Emperor. 
One represents Marie Antoinette at the moment she is told 
that she is to leave her royal home for a prison ; and the 
othef represents her receiving the consolations of religion, in 
this same ceU, just before leaving it and the world for ever ! 
Both are accounted good likenesses, and possess a painfiil 
interest in the scènes they represent. The adjoioing cell wai 
Kobespierre's place of confinement after the fall of the 
Bevolutionary party. It is a more spacious and more com- 
fortable-looking place than the one occupied by the royal 
eaptive. To the right of Bobespierre's cell is the celebrated 
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^^ Salle d'Attente," where the unliappy and noble vioiinui «f 
ihe BeTolutionists assembled to hear their doom pronounoML 
Aias ! ^e fatal cari which conveyed them to the scaffbldi 
amidst the hootings of the bloodthirsty populace, stood waîU 
ing at the door, and their implacable judges, in «Aawet to 
iheir pleadings, but pointed to the vehicle which wad to 
hvatry them on to death. It is this Salle, represented ior the 
magnificent painting of " A Scène at the Concieigflrie^ 
17^3," by Gerôme, which attracts so much attention ma 
admiration at the Luxembourg. The Conciergerie is oow 
under repair, and therefore there are no prisoners within its 
gloomy precincts ; but in a few months the heàyy barred 
gâtes as they swing on their creaking hinges will cause many 
a sad heart to sigh for libe^ty. The famons " salle '' hai 
been converted into a chapel, where the prisoners wHl 8»^ 
semble to hear mass every Sunday. This is rather a melan- 
choly subject to finish my letter with, but next week I sha91 
dédommager my readei*s by giving them an account of tb» 
gaieties at Fontainebleaa. 



LETTEK XLIX. 

The Weather— The Fête of the Amiexation— The Revicw— The 
Dlnminations — A Norel Use for Diamonds-^Impediil 
Largesse. 

Paris, Thursday, June 14, 1860. 

Pakis, always so gay and bright, was doubly beauiâful to« 
day ; the sun shone bnlliantly forth, making the grée» tf&e» 
in the Tuileries and the Champs Elysées, assume a richer 
tint, while its rays falling through the waters of the béiMI» 
tiM fountains ef the Plaee de la Concorde, made 
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tspnkle 9ûà g!ow with a thonsand èbitoging baes. Itwas^ 
tbe Fête of the Annexation of Saivoy and Nice, and by m 
sBigular coïncidence, the anniversoary of the battles àl 
MjBtrengo and Friedland. It was ako this day one jear a^^ 
tliat the Zouaves and Grenadiers of the Guard marched 
forward frotn Milan to achierre the glorious yictory of S'êA" 
fenno ; there seemed triple reason for celebrating thèse thne 
yîetories--two of them gained hj force of arms, ma ^bff 
third by the better and wiser means of justice and diple* 
macy. 

No wonder, then, that the ouvrier laid aside his bloose 
and put on his habU de gala. No wonder that the grisette^s 
snow white cap was trimmed with bright ribbons, and that 
the plain, well-wom cotton gown is replaced by one of 
brighter hue; it is a national holiday; and from nine 
o'dock in the moming till perhaps past eleven at night, thèse 
good people will be in the streets, admiring everything they 
see, laughing at everything they hear — happy, light-hearted, 
and insouciant, The town was beautifully decorated with 
fiags ; in many places the Sardinian colours âoated with the 
tricolour, and at Meurice's Hôtel the English Union Jack 
and the American Stars and Stripes mingled their rich and 
heavy hues with the less intricate French and Sardiniaa 
sta&dards. AU the moming one met little bodies of ^ 
Garde Nationale going at a quick pace somewhere, one knew 
not whither ; but about one o'clock they re-united on the 
Champs de Mars, where they were to be reviewed by the 
Emperor. 

His Majesty, accompanied by the Empress, had arrivei 
front Fontainebleau at one o'clock, and at half-past one left 
the Tuileries for the Champs de Mars. The Ëmperor more 
a gcnenl'a nnifom, withoul esàj other décoration than tiiat 
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of the Légion of Hononr. The Impérial cortège consisted 
first of a detachment of the Cent- Gardes, afber them rode 
the officers of ordonnance and aides-de-camp, then lui 
Majesty himself, immediately followed by the Prince Napo- 
léon, Marshal Eandon, and the Duke de Malakoff. The 
carriages of the Empress, driyen à la d^Aumoni^ followed the 
Emperor's oorûge. Her Majesty occupied the first one, and 
was accompanied by the Grand Duchess Marie of Hussia and 
her two sons. The Prince Impérial did not accompany his 
parents; the appearance of the Impérial famîly was the 
signal for long and loud shouts of "Vive l'Empereur!" 
" Vive la Dynastie Napoléonienne !" Nothing could at 
this moment exceed the view from the terrace of the Tui- 
leries; to the left was the magnificent old château, the 
home of so many Idngs, with the long line of massive foliage 
from its gâte to the Place de la Concorde, the place itsdf 
as the cortège passes, with the brazen helmets and eni- 
rasses of the Cent- Gardes glittering in the sun, and far, 
far in the distance Napoleon's sculptnred life, the Are de 
Triomphe. The people, many of whom had been at their 
posts from an early hour in the moming, after watching the 
cavalcade slowly disappear amidst the trees of the Champs 
Elysées, now lefl their strongholds to make a rush for the 
bridges which were already crowded ; in fact, for miles on 
every side of the Champ de Mars, the living hmnan mast 
had been dense for hours. The Emperor, after having 
CTOssed the plain, commenced the review of the Garde Na- 
tionale, each column greeted his Majesty with most deafen* 
ing vivats. 

,. On the balcony on the first story of the Ecole Militaire 
was placed a sort of tent made of crimson velvet — ^imder tliii 
her Majesty aud the Grand Duchess, accompanied by ihcir 
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respective suites, took seats — ail the Windows were occupied by 
ladies in grande toilette. The défile lasted an hour and a half, 
the Garde Nationale filed off first — the enthusiasm of this 
body was so great that in passing before his Majesty, they 
carried their shakos on the end of their muskets, and made 
the air ring with their shouts. The sun, whose rays were 
tempered by a gentle western breeze, shone gloriously till the 
end of the review. Their Majesties, retuming from the 
Champ de Mars, stopped at the Palais de l'Industrie, to sec 
the Agricultural Exhibition, which will be open to the public 
next Saturday. The Cent-Gardes were dismissed at the door 
of the exhibition, and his Majesty retumed to the Tuileries ia 
one of the Empress's carnages. 

It was a gênerai reraark that the beauty of the scène was 
euhanced by the variety of costumes to be seen among the 
assembled multitude. The reason was that ' numbers of 
atrangers from ail countries had come to Paris for this/efe, 
as well as innumerable crowds from the French provinces. 
Thèse wore their national costume, which in many cases is 
▼ery picturesque. I observed a little band of Savoyards, 
with their knee-breeches and deep red stockings, wearing the 
tricolour ribbons twined about their slouched hats. It was 
very amusing to see them at regular intervais, stop and shout 
lustily, "Vive la France" — La France now comprehended 
their own romantic land with its gentle hiUs and luxuriant 
▼alleys. 

The Empress left Paris for Fontainebleau by the train. 
Strolling about to see the illuminations we saw her Majesty, 
who, being only atteaded by two ladies of honour, in a 
carnage of a very simple description, was hardly recognised 
by the people, who were shouting for her long life and health. 
The illuminations were on a much more extensive scale than 
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wa9 expecied, the Palaoe^of tibe Elysâs being a per&ctUaKBof 
jîglit. Ail the Minifitries of the Crown were illumioated, » 
nell as the Tour St. Jacques, the Are de Triomphe, tk 
Corps Législatif, &c. ; but I observed that the foreign Miim- 
irifis had no attempt at illuminations. The £.ue BiToli was 
fery strikiag, as ûx>m its commencement at tbe Place de k 
Concorde, to quite the eud, a h>ng straight row c^ gasl^ght 
was buming, <^ effect was very chaste and pietty. The 
«Kowd that had aesembled neâr the Seine^ at about eigkt 
a'clock in the evening, had the giatification of seeing his 
Ifi^'esiy waUdng in the res^nred t^race of the Tuileries, 
tiltoided by the Chef du Cabinet, Monsieur Mocqnard, and 
by General Fleuiy. 

His Majesty was immedii^ly lecognised by ihe crowd, 
and received with loud acclamations. For the benefit of my 
&ir readers, and perhaps for my own satisfaetion, I tried to 
tee exactly the Empress's toilette, but I am obliged to con- 
lèss that as she passed in her oarriage I saw nothing but 
her iàcG, which was encirded by a wreath of ddlicate mastve 
flowers ; àt the review I was even less fortunate, for being 
above her Msgesty, I could only gaze down upon her parasd, 
the GnA. of wlndi was set with diamonds and other precious 
fltones. 

la Ûie evening etmiataa were sung at Bownl ci the 
ibeaiiKS. I haye no doubt they were very fine, as a gold 
medal was accorded for one of them ; but I confess I did 
not brave the crowd to hear them. The crowd in the streets 
at midnight was as great, if not greatea:, than at ten o'dock, 
as about that hour the théâtres began to disgorge. AU was 
langhter, joking, and merriment up to the last mcnnent. 
The Empereur and Empress hâve given a large sum hom 
Ûuàr pnvate puises for the poor» and I do not doubt tâiese 
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people will long remember the generosity of tlieir Majesties 
on tbe occasion of the annexation of Savoy and Nice. A la 
tewudne prochaine ma lettre de Fontainebleau. 



LETTEE L. 

Tlie Weather — ^The Eoad to Fontainbleau — ^Early Habits of the 
Emperor — ^The Prince Impérial — ^The Interior of the Châ- 
teau — ^The Pope's Old Quarters — The Impérial Cabinet de 
Travail— An Odd Fish— The Stables and Kennel. 

Fontainbleau, Tbursday, June 21/1860. 
Thb reports of unpropitious weather hère, and the unusual 
dulnes^ of the Impérial circle at the château, caused by the 
serions illness of Prince Jérôme, did not prevent my leaving 
Paris the day before yesterday in order to fulfil my promise of 
last week. The ride from Paris to Fontainebleau is certainlj 
one of the most beautiful for its length that can be imagioed* 
On each side of the road may be seen fine villa résidences, 
almost hidden by massive verdure, and the next moment, as 
the iron horse whirls swiftly along, luxurious and extensive 
plains, stretching far away to the right or left, meet the eye. 
The town and château of Fontainebleau are about fifteen 
minutes' drive from tbe railway station. Hâve you that 
indispensable article, a friend at Court ? I am so fortunate 
as to bave one, and through his kindness tbe short distance I 
hâve just mentioned was surmounted in a fine broughania 
eomfortably and richly cushioned, and having upon its dark 
green panels the cypher "N," undemeath an Impérial 
crown. In other words I was accommodated with a sent 
m eue of the Court carriages, and was soon rattled up to the 
ehftteau. 
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The weather was anything but pleasant; it was oot 

Taining, but dark grey clouds covered the sky, and loud wst 
the tbreats on the part of the said weather that it would soon 
behave as badly as possible. It was nine in the moming 
when we reached the château, and but few of the guests 
of their Majesties were as yet visible. 

Walking in the Jardin Anglais, we met tb.e Empcror. 
His Majesty wore a dark blue frock-coat buttoned to the 
chin, and was quite alone. He had been walking ever sincc 
seven, and was, when we met him, returning to the château. 
His Majesty, I am told, reads early each morning the papers 
that corne by the moming mails, and by the time his 
invités are stirring, he has acquainted himself with the 
events of the day. It is to them a wonder how he can bc 
so weU au fait with the political news. They arc not, 
perhaps, aware how matutinal he is. 

We promenaded in the magnificent parterres for «omc 
time, where, about ten o'clock, we saw the Prince Impérial 
with Miss Shaw, his English govemess, and one of his 
ladies in waiting. He is in excellent health and in great 
spirits, as was evineed by the peals of laughter he uttered M 
several gentlemen who met him chased him through the 
alleys. When near us, his little cheeks were rosy witb tke 
exercise, and his bright blue eyes were dancing with glee. He 
is a pretty child, and while b'eing the image of his mother, th» 
gentle Eugénie, he still resembles the Emperor, more especiallj 
when grave. Later in the day we met the Prince agaîn, bit 
I will revert to that further along. By this time, manj 
ladies and gentlemen, the guests for this week, wer? proaie- 
nading in the parterre of the Jardin Anglais, or in the deaplj 
shaded alleys that conduct to the forest. We were awaiting 
the escort of our kind friend at Court, who was to enable v 
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to visit the château, and soon he joined us. It was now twelTtt 
o'dock, and at that kour their Majesiies and tlieir guests 
breakfast. This gave us an opporlunHy of visiting the 
château in détail, and you may rest assured tiuit we did not 
fail to avail ourselves of the opportunity. 

During the last year or two the Emperor lias caused the 
entire rénovation, or rather restera tion, of the outside of the 
château, while inside it has resumed ail its former magnifi- 
cence and splendour. Fine paintings iill the panels that 
were as yet untenanted, and on ail sides the ricliest gildinga 
àbound. I was particularly struck with the grmdeur of the 
salons, and especially the Throne-room. Each of thèse, and, 
I may say, evcry room in the palace, has its lejjend of Kîng 
or Queec), and is duubly interesting from tliese' historical 
Teminiscences. The dining saloon is magniiiceut; marble 
columns support the splendidly frescoed ceiliiig, glittering 
lustres and chandeliers abound on ail sides, while marble and 
bronze statues fill each nook and corner. This room is veij 
large, two hundred persons dine thtre daily during ihe stay 
of their Majesties in Fontainebleau. I must not forget to 
etate that throughout the entire palace, paintings by the firsl 
masters, and of immense value, are in great profusion. The 
glory oftbe place, in my estimation, is the galleiy of Diana» 
La Galerie de Diane. This is a long, beautifully-decorated 
room, from which one issues into drawing-roonis huiig and 
carpeted wilh the richest Gobelins tapestry, and fiiied with 
inlaid fumiture of the most gorgeous description. The Salle 
de Spectacle is most couvenieni, and richly decorati^d. Jt is 
hung in blue silk and gold. Ât the back of the rows of 
arm-chairs, used by the spectators, are two ^aloons ; one is 
used by the Empress, and the other by his Majesty. 1 h^ 
guests most in favour while away the entr'actes in thèse saloons 

Y 
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on the cvenings that theîr Majesties. arde£ Uuoeiiioal mpa» 
seutations. I must state, to give youi an idea of tlie àa^d 
the palace, that eighteen hundred^beds are ready for uae^atiâl; 
times. 

The usher who took us oyer the château, and explainfld 
what we were seeing, was partioulady fjacetious wMLe diewing 
us les appartemeM du Fa^, He sudled significantiy wfaDe 
speaking of St. Peter's successor, and even indulged in là» 
query as to whether Piufi IX. wonld not like such. snagf 
quarters, were the terrible Graribaldi to get too close to Borne. 
Yonr readers will no doubt rem^nber that it was bere 
Napoléon I. brought the Pope when 1^ had xaâna 
uuceremoniously taken possession of him. 

Before leaving the château to examine the kennels, stables, 
and gardens, we were shewn the room where the Empeior meeto 
his JMinisters in council, the room that serves aBhiaoaôùtdde 
travail, and the room wherein he walks on lainj days — a 
room much jfrequented, lately, I fear, We noticed that in his 
Majesty 's study, maps and plans abounded on ail sldes, whila 
numbers of fonnidable volumes, with marks in them, pioved 
that the Emperor, in spite of hismany occupations, finds time 
for study. We were shewn several rooms cbntaining biUiard 
and bagatelle tables, as well as other games, for the amusement 
of the guests in rainy weather. 

Leaving the château à regret — ^for we had not as yet 
fanuliarised ourselves with one-tenth of the curiosities it 
contains, or heard half its quaint legends of gaUant kings and 
fair dames — we filled our pockets with bread and went to see 
the famous carp in the grand basin. I fed thèse aged fellows 
with bread crumbs, and had the satisfaction of seeing some 
gi:eat ugly fish with excresences on their heads denoting their 
âge, as T was assm-ed by our guide. I was told that one of . 
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the carp lias a ring in its nose, placed there by Diane de 
Poitiers, but although I looked intensely for this one, I 
failed to get even a glimpse of a gold nose-ring. I ratber 
think the whole affair is one more of the Fontainebleau 
legends. In the midst of the basin is the famous Coimcil 
Chamber of Napoléon the First, constructed by his orders^ 
far ont of reach of the ears of piying meddlers. On the 
basin, which is almost a lake, are a number of row-boats, 
and hère each morning early may be seen liis Majesty, 
indulging in a quarter of an hour's steady and invigorating 
pull in a boat, which he manages alone, and witli great dexte- 
rity. In the evening the Empress and the lady guests are 
rowed about the basin by the boatmen. 

Having looked at the carp, we visited the kennels. I 

caunot say much for the dogs. They hâve, it appears, soma 

disease at présent that prevents their hunting. They are 

most comfortably housed and taken care of, and hâve number^ 

less piqueurs and huntsmen to look after their comfort. In 

the stables we saw some 60 or 100 thorough-bred horses, 

mostly English, and ail of them splendid animais. I was 

also much pleased with the appearance of the Norman 

carriage or post horses. I am told they are very useful and 

fast, and that they bear more fatigue than other horses. We 

also saw the ponies of her Majesty the Empress, and the 

little horses sent by the King of Sai'dinia to the Prince 

Impérial, as well as his fine pony, the gift of our Queen, 

The Prince drives two of the ponies presented to him by 

King Victor Emmanuel. He has a small phaeton in which 

lie sits as grave as a judge, holding the reins in good style 

and kecping his team in a good trot. A small and natty 

j^room is seated behind the Prince, folly equipped, mth top 

boots and livery, and having a most knowing and wide-awake 

Y 2 
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look. We met the Empress on liorseback, accompanied hy 
Mme. la Comtesse de Lourmel and another lady. 

Her Majesty's bcautiful figure shows to the greatest 
advantage on horseback ; shc is an experieneed and fearless 
horscwoman. Althoui;h their Majesties are less restrained 
hère than in Paris, they do riot enjoy the perfect laisser aller 
which is, for them, the piincipal charm of Compiègne. The 
Sovereigiis of Frnnce could not forget the exigenciea of 
conrtly étiquette while surrounded, as they are hère, by the 
souvenirs of a long Une of kings. 

It is observable, however, that her Majesty's moming 
toilettes are marked by great simplicity, contrasting sometime» 
Btrangely with those of the guests, who come prepared to 
shiiie, but who mostly adopt plainer apparel wlien they 
observe the extrême simplicity of the Empress and her 
suite. The weather has been so unpropitious that new 
fashions hâve been nipped in the bnd, and wet and cold hâve 
eaused summer novelties to be laid aside, and thick shawls 
and dresses prevail at Fontainebleau as elsewhere. 



LETTER LI. 



Dieppe and tlie Weather — Dief)pe and its Hisiorical Réminis- 
cences — "Chroniqueuse" at Dieppe notices " Chroniqueui"' 
of Dieppe — The Ca>iuo — The Band — Watering-Plaoe 
Amenities — English Gitls at Dieppe and the Freuch Offi- 
cers, &c. 

Dieppe, Tuesday, July 24, 1860. 
This favouritc sea-bathing town — which, from its proximi^ 
to Paris, its fine walks, and the varions and manifold amuse- 
ments it offèrs to the metropolis-weaiy traveUer, can almoti 
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^^/dlways count upon retaîiiin<; him tîll the rough north-easfc 

jf winds suggest that October is drawing near its close — bas 

^: not had its usual inHux of visitor this year. The well-to-do 

'n peasants and fishennen, who at the first intimation of the 

75 approach of summer arrange their cottages to the best advan- 

--1 tage, and hold themselves in readiness to move, no maa 

/ knows whither, for the purpose of letting the more comfort- 

able dwelling to soiiie family désirons of passing the summer 

■ at Dieppe, and willinjj to |jay mure for thiee months' rent 

than would purdusj tl e whole house; thèse poor people, 

I say, hâve for ihe most part been sadly disappointed this 

year. The weather, cold and wet as it has been in Paris and 

London, has been doubly dreaiy and unpropitious by the 

seaside, and the rolling waves, whose grandeur was wont to 

call forth ail sorts of poctical quotations (rather hackneyed, 

though appropriate), such as — " Roll on thou deep, dark,** 

&c., " The sea, the sea, the rolling sea " — now incite the few 

lookers on to bestow other than compliinentary expressions 

as the spray dashes up in their faces, and the strong wind 

forces them to wrap more tit>htly about them the large 

winter shawl, which the unseasonable weather has kept from 

its summer restiug place, the camphor box. It is not there- 

fore extraordinary that the new coiner is at first disappointed 

ai the lack of visitors, and fancies his stay this year will be 

anything but a pleasant one ; he is not aware that for histo- 

rical interest there is, perhaps, not another town in France 

to exceed this, and that he has only to leave the Casino and 

the fine vil as, which evidently are of récent date, and to visit 

ihe old town itself, to find as rich a treasure as any person, 

reminiscence-mad, would désire. 

Tradition tells us that about the year 7S0, Charlemagne 
CBOsed to be built a château completely surrounded by higk 
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wallfl cm the présent site of Dieppe, altlioiigh at that time tk 
name given to the place by France's gieat monaareh was Ber- 
theville. Fishermtn soon began to hxakd their buts near tk 
ehâtoau, but it remaiiied a place of uo'iniportaiiee until aâer 
the second voyage of William the Conqnerar to ïEnjgland. The 
friendly relations wbieh were then establiahed httween Eag- 
knd and Normandy, caused it to assume an importance 
doomcd to be fatal to it, for in the year 119B Pbîlip 
Âugustus, fighting againsi Eichard Cœur de Lion, attacked 
it in the night, sacked it, took prisoners the principal inha- 
bitants, and bnmt the yessels. It took more than a centurj 
to recover from this blow, and was just beginning to âounsh 
as before, when it passed under the dominion of France with 
the cession of the rest of Normandy. 

This cession, although it answered politicsal ends, was 
almost as fatal to Dieppe as Philip Augustus' attack. In 
fact it was not until the place was retumed to the English 
Crown, that it seemed to revive from the lethargy into wfaidi 
so many misfortunes had thrown it. For the second time, 
however, and in the midst of proaperity, until then anknown, 
it was wrested from England, by the hardy and determined 
Louis XI, Under this King and the other Sovereîgns. until 
Louis XIY., it remained a misérable collection of fiahermen's 
buts. During the reign of the latter monardbi, pomr comble 
de malheur, an English fleet attacked the town, and thèse few 
wretched habitations, as well as the old château of Oharle- 
magne, were lefb a poor heap of smoking ruins. The apUMd 
monarch then completely absorbed in the insane idea of making 
a paradise of Versailles, would hâve paid little attention to the 
misfortunes of Dieppe, had he not reâected on its praxi- 
mity to England, and the évident discontent of the Dieppois 
when comparing their position under the Crowns of England 
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«nd vFrance. Louis gave firom Ms royal pnrse enough to 
build up again the principal* streets irhich had been laid waàte 
by the enemy . This was . donein tfae most economical manner^ 
'andjibr tbatTeason^ when IHeppe had risen irom her rains, 
^e wild appearanee of the Tifiddle Age — tbe pigeon robfs, the 
massive doors, and sculptured casements had disappeared ; 
'ît was now a ckan, -regularpoor-looking village. In 18S0 
the town entered a new cycle of existence, which no more 
Tesembkdthepast than the présent fishermen's boat resembles 
the firail, audacious barques that transported to the New 
World the name, the genius, and ihe civilisation of 
'^anee. It was hère ihat the daring navigator Duquesne 
was bom. A statue of him adoms the Place Nationale. 
•Passing through a bye-street ycsterday, I observed the 
following inscription carved in the stone over the door of a 
very humble dwelling : " Oi-naquit en Van 1702, et mourttt 
en 1764. Mtehel — (what, treacherous memoiy, has the 
name already flown ?) — chroniqueur, Bieppois." Ail honour 
to Dieppe ! Many a larger and finer town has forgotten 
more quickly those who wielded the pen for their instruction 
or amusement. The principal récréation in Dieppe seems to 
be confined to the Casino. This is a fine building made df 
îTon and glass. The pavilion on the right is a billiard- 
Toom; that on the lefk a reading-room ; and the centre 
pavilion, higher and more profusely decorated than the rest, 
is crowded every day (in spite of the bad weather) by ladies 
and gentlemen who come to hear a band, which we are told, 
in the prospectus of the establishment, exécutes de hrHUattes 
symphonies, With èriUantes I will not cavil, the word may 
hâve différent meanings ; but symphonie brings with it «uéh 
ideas of melody, of douceur, that I protest against its being 
applled to ihe horrible attempts at the overtures of Fra 
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IHavolo and Masaniello, and a " Prayer," composed by tbe 
leader (this prayer, by-the-bye, is enough to make one re- 
nounce one*s religion and country), which form the r^ef" 
ioire of tlie band, to wliose diabolical strains we are doomed 
to listen every day. I say doomed, because one must go 
there — thcre is nothing else to do. Ihe weatber is not 
pleasant for excursions ; if it were there is a famous château 
not far off, and there are other places of interest that we 
could visit. Another diversion of the guests seems to be 
staring at tbe new corners. You make your first entrance 
into the casino, and immediately become tbe point of in- 
terest. Eye-glasses, lorgnons, and sometiraes lorgnettes, are 
dirccted upon you, and are kept fixed on you with a persia- 
tency that causes the blood to mount up to your temples, 
and the thought to présent il self torcibly to your mind that 
there is a country (and that at only five hours' distance 
too) where to stare is considered very rude ; but by-and- 
bye you get used to this, and, strange to say, find yourself 
falling into the same bad habit ; in fa et, you take a malicious 
pleasure in making others feel the same annuyance that you 
hâve experienced ; human nature is so perverse. The Em- 
peror and Empress visited the place in 1853, and the town 
has been greatly improved since, according to the Emperor's 
instruction. The Empress interested herself very much ia 
the commendable task of beautifying the town, and a plain, 
then arid and drear enough, which stretches along the sea- 
Coast in front of the mairie (their temporary résidence), was 
traced out into grass-plots, parterres, &c, by her Majesty. 
But, alas I the grim old océan is jealous of ail mortal de* 
lights, and no sooner does the grass spring up than he sends 
a " killing blpst *' to make it fade away and die. In the 
centre of tbe principal grass-plot there still remain some 
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£ower9 growing, strange to say, that seem to thrive on ibe 
air wlïich sends their kindred to an early j;rave. Tliey say^ 
that the Empress planted thèse flowers there lierself, and tho 
bronzed old fislierman gives as a reason l'or their surviving the 
dangers that surrouiid them, that tl)e sea respects the work 
of those fair Impérial hands. What a pretty idea ! Its 
poetry represses the sinile which ils absurdity provokes. In 
approaching Dieppe by sea one is struck hy its reserablaiice 
to Dover ; a grim old tower uow convcrted into a caserae, 
standing on ahigh bluff to the right, brings forcibly tomind 
Dover Castle, and Albiou's white clilfs. J3ut tlie resem- 
blance is lost when, on touchinu; the shore, we contrast the 
high stitf white cap, short bright-c )loureJ petticoat, and neat 
buckled shoes of La Normandie wiih the non-characteristic, 
and ofteri not overdean, attire of the womeii of Dover. 
Besides the boon of listening to the brillantes sjjmphouira of 
the band of the Casino in the afternoon, we hâve an occa- 
sional soirée dansante in the cveniug. The dancing has not 
been very gênerai up to the piesent tinie, being almost con- 
fined to the English girls, who seem wisely to hâve detcr- 
mined to enjoy themselves at Dieppe. Last Wednesday 
they indulged in sundry galops and ddiix temps vaUes, which 
went off very well in spite of the bad music. As my sex 
will préserve me from recciving a challenge to fight ail the 
sous-lieutenants in the French anny, I n»ay say there are a 
great number of that highly honour.ible class hère. Every-i 
where one goes one meets them in crowds ; it was a niatter 
of astonishment to me that there were so many officers iw a 
régiment. Somebody bas wittily sa d : — " Des officiers — il 
en faut, mais pas trop, dieu non." I am sure tbe persoa 
who said that must bave lived at Dieppe. There they corne 
with that interminable uniform, blue i'rock coat aud brick** 
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led troiœrB* At the bail the delicâons stsains of a ifan»- 
iemps b^în ; you see Captain QhaideB , of ^he CSiena- 

dser Ghiflida, hastening aorosa the loom, you -know be ii 
gcing to aak *' the pleasore," &c., but befoie he bas bad 
tmie to appioadi, a horrid, iigly, common, dÙMgieeabk (1 
ÎDfiist on the invectives) Erencb sons-Hentenant bas bawleà 
in your eer, '^Mademoiselle, anrai-je llicnmeiirf" Yoa 
listen to no more; yoa know wbat he means, yon kiok 
içpealingly to marna ; she cannot aid you. Gaptaîn Charles 
ÎB standing at yonr side looking daggero at your tormentor ; 
yon dare not refuse, because you aie not engaged, and ymi 
bnow besides, that much ill-feelmg bas arisen in tbis veiy 
town by English girls refosing to danee with the !Prendi 
officers, and so you resign yonrself to your fate. it is « 
worse one than you expected ; for, while you start off in the 
most approved deux^temps step, your danaeur is executii^ a 
séries of slow-measured gyrations whidi remind Oaptain 
Charles so much of the movements of the wooden figures oïl 
an Itaban organ that he smiles in spite of himself, althon^ 
be would die rather than commit a breadl of étiquette. 
You stop, and bave an explanation as to tbe step you do 
àance (and the one he do^ not, par parenthèse), and at bMt 
aucceed in getting your sous-lieutenant off in a «art of pas 
mcceleré, which is a capital thing for marching to the assault, 
but is open for improvement for ball-room purposes. It's 
dime at last ; and, to do the poor fellow justice, be seenuB 
immensely grateful. He réitérâtes bis thanks, as be bows 
bimself backwards ont of your sight, as if you ware a Jittk 
golden-haired queen. Some sage said that eveiy five 
■nnutes converse with a human being gave cause for lefieo- 
tion ; and as you watch your danseur* s retreating faim, it 
atrikes you that that aristocratie Ci^tain Charles does sa^. 
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'*' Ah, thank you," in a nonchalant sort of way, after jour 
valses witli him. We must not think that tbîs type is the 
only one 6f tlie French officer. We ail know that mauy a 
boy, whose oiigin nobody knows, now forces his superioia by 
birth to make him one of them. He is more than their 
equal by his valour; but in mony régiments (usuaUy not 
those of the line) we find the living représentatives of ail 
fhose brilliant names that for centuries back hâve resounded 
throughout Europe, for whom princesses hâve left thedr 
fhrones, and, far from thinkÎBg of a mésalliance, were but too 
proud to assodate their names and destinies with those who 
by their valour were sovereigns, and by their birth the finest 
Howers of la première noblesse de France, 
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Paris, Eriday, November 23, 1860. 

The Parisian fashionablesj are watching with great anxiety 
the movements of the Empress in Scotland. Wîll she or will 
«he not attend the grand bail given by the Duke and Dnchess 
of Hamilton ? If her Majesty should be présent, there is 
Httle doubt that the customary festivities of the Court will bc 
kept up this year as usual. But if she déclines going, it is 
làkelj that, beyond one grand bail after the New Year'» 
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réceptions (at which perhaps her Majesty will not appesr), 
there will be very little gaiety at Court this year. Tbe 
Emperor, it is true, is already beginning to observe less 
strictly his mourning for his sister-in-law, the Duchess d'AIbe, 
His Majesty honoured tlie Italian Opéra with his présence 
last Tuesday night. La Traviata w£is given, with Penco as 
" Violetta." 

The departure of the Empress has, of course, given rise 
to a thousand wild reports. Myriads of stories (ail, of course, 
derogatory to the characters of the Impérial couple) are now 
afloat. How is it thnt Mr. Smith and Mrs. Jones know so 
perfeclly everything that the Emperor does and says? Thiogs, 
that even those worthies say are carried on with the greatest 
secrecy, are as well known to them as if they themselves were 
the perpetrators. Why do English people take such a delight 
in repeating, and 1 fear augnienting, thèse scandalous stories ? 
The Empress 's departure can be easily and truthfiilly 
accounted for. Her Majesty received a great shock in the 
dealh of her sister — the more severc because almost entirely 
unexpected. Perhaps that gentle heart allowed some self- 
reproach to mingle with her grief ; for was she not, at the 
very moment her only sister was expiring, far away and join- 
ing in the brilliint fêtes that the French subjects of the 
Colonies were only too happy to offer ! Alas ! one of the 
penalties of Sovereignty is that the affections of the beaxt 
jnust so often give way to the requirements of the position* 
The first outburst of grief over, the Empress conceived that 
she herself was sufPering under the veiy malady which has 
deprived her so suddenly of her loved sister. Silent and 
desponding, she became almost hypochondriacal ; and for this 
veason the Emperor begged her to accept the oflfer of his 
cousin, the Duchess of Haïuilton» as he believed the sojoum 
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in Scotland and freedcm from courtly étiquette would arouse 
lier from her melancholy. It is said tbat the Empress is 
displeased with the mauner in whîcli the Duchess d'Âlbe's 
fiuieral was conductecî. Her Majesty deems that it wovlà 
hâve been more consistent with her position if the laie 
Snchess had been buried with the pomp due to the sister of 
the Empress than with the quiet ceremony used for any ordi- 
nary lady 6f rank. Let us hope that in a few wi eks the 
beautiful Eugénie will retuni to us with renewed health and 
strength, which the invigoratinj;- air of the Scottish Alps (as 
the French call the Highlands) so ol'tcn gives to feeble f'rames. 
Of course, the winter private amusements hâve not yet 
begun. The latter part of December will only find our 
fashionables waking up for action — that is, dancing action. 
In the meantime il faut se disiraire, aiid for that laudable 
pnrpose our Faubourg St. Geraiain belles and beaux are 
studying hard, and ransacking " maiiy a volume of forgotten 
lore," to bring out some of those delightfully somniferous 
French tragédies which are now, thaiik fate, almost consigned 
to oblivion even by the Management of the Théâtre l'raiiçais. 

The Duchess de la R has causcd four of her raagnificent 

ialons to be converted into a tlieatre, upoii the boards of 
ivhich will appear three aspirants to histrionic famé. Of 
course the audience will be as aristocratie and sélect as the 
actors, and the only cifficulty is, where to find peopleto hiss; 
for thèse performances are to be so like tlie real sta.e that 
even the aiffleurs are not to beexcludcd. Sonieb» 'dy sug-ested 
that the discarded lovers of each Lidy sl.ould liiss h« r, and 
tbe présent favoured ones shonld applaud. This was rejcctcd,. 
as the ladies feared that surprise would hc occasioned b\ ihe 
immense number of rejectt d ones who would find seats, as 
the once darling chéris of their littL- inconstant heans. Tha 
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dxessmàkers' rooms are fîiU of Eomaa and Greciaii costaBtt&; 
the bootmaker has every variety of sandal; and &yea tlu 
axtists hâve a liaad in this gênerai tlieatrical mania. 

A good story is told of Madame de C ^ noted in Pana 

for her beautifoL figure, who went to a cdebrated aitiflt kn 

and desired him to sketch a dress for her to wear in the (M^ 

the first pièce to be produced. "I want," said she, "a 

profusion of drapery, which must fall veiy much off tilie 

shoulders. A long training robe, but still short enou^ m 

£:ont to show my feet and ankels, which will be encased m 

characterifltic sandals. Try to ahow my arm to the begfc 

advantage also. But, as I play a character of great modesiy, 

you must manage to attain ail this, and still make me appear 

(as I am) very chary of my charms." " I understand per* 

fectly what you want, Madame," said the witty artist, 

*' quelque chose qui laisse tout voir sans lien montrer." 

The little distinction, almost without a différence, in the two 

verbs will be readily appreciated as a cutting reproaeh to 

the over vain and not over modest lady. 

The new comedy, La Considération^ at the Erançais, has 
met with unqualified success — in fact, it far surpasses expec- 
tation. One great drawback is its being in verse. How 
difiicult for the most impassioned actor to throw life aizd 
vigour into speeches each line of which has a rhyming termi- 
nation ! It is not often we see this style of writing employed 
on other boards than those of the Erançais or the Odéon. 
Hère the aspirant for dramatic honours is also désirons of 
a seat at the Académie Française and therefore La Qm^ 
sidération, like other pièces of the same class, is more, a 
literary production than a '* telling " comedy. M. Camille 
Doucet is the author. The well-known actors who, long ère 
this, bave reached the last round in perfection's ladder, really 
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smrpassed tiiemselves in this pièce. Delaimay, Eégrder, aii|i' 
Brossant carried off the honoùrs at tbe first représentation. 

Talldng of the Comédie Française, it is announeed that* 
tiie archives of iids ancient théâtre are abont to be published. 
It is said that firom the year 1664 to the présent time there 
hâve been pireserved the most curions documents relative to 
the origin of the théâtre, and of snccess and failure, even 
nnder the management of Molière. For many years also 
there bas been kspt a journal or diary, wiitten by the dif- 
férent actors and actresses belonging to the oompany. Tahna, 
Mile. Mars, Eachel, Bressant, Eégnier, and Provost — ail 
hâve contributed ; and it is affirmed that this diary contains 
not only a very interesting détail, but the most amusing and 
curions incidents that hâve happened to the actors themselves 
on and off the stage. Added to this there will be given fac- 
similies of many letters and autographs of celebrated persons, 
the originals of which are in the hands of the Management. 
There is little doubt that when this book appears it will 
be eagerly seized upon by the theatre-going public of Paris. 

I announeed Mario's rentrée at the Italiens in my last 
letter. Since then, he bas appeared in several opéras, and 
each time gives less and less satisfaction. His voice seems 
not only to hâve lost its power, but it retains none of that 
sweetness which in days of yore so charmed his hearers. 
Grardoui bas played the small ténor parts, but even his 
slender voice is drowned in a cold, and the conséquence is 
that the whole weight of the pièces produced is thrown upon 
the female performers. To their honour be it said, that 
Penco vocally, and Alboni both vocally and physically, are 
quite able to bear it. 

At the Gymnase is about to be produced that detestably 
vulgar pièce, La Dame aux Camélias^ which, haviug been 
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played at the Vaudeville till ail Paris had seen it, is now \ù 
be brouglit oui at a théâtre that up to the présent time Im 
enjoyed the enviable ret)utation of eschewing pièces of this 
Btamp. H is really melaiicholy to see the change which has 
taken place in the style of pièces produced at the différent 
Parisian théâtres within the last few years. French playi 
were formerly celebrated for their wit and délicate humom. 
Even at the Palais Hoyal, although the style was rather moie 
free than £n<j:lish Indies like, the plays brou<;ht eut weie 
nevertheless full of hiimonr, and had a continuous plot, which 
kept U|) the interest to the last. Now how is it ? AU tk 
new plays are des pièces à femme, Some actress, withont the 
slightest claim to the name, » s far as talent is concerned, has 
pièces written for lier, in which she shows to the public how 
many fine dresses, laces, and diamonds she has iti her posses» 
sion, and how many noodlrs (testified by the crowded stateof 
the parterre) she has for admirers. The pièces, on a par with 
the talent of the actress, présent n stupid mélange of ynlgarity 
and absnrdiiy, reiidered still more vulgar and absurd by the 
** gagging *' ï'onstantly carried on amoug the actors. If thii 
were discountenanced by the public there would soon be a 
reform ; but I regret to say that the rising French generatiou 
seem lo rclisli what thcir grandfathers would not hâve comH 
tenanced, and, tlierefore, there is iittle hope of a change. 

Paris luis long ago carried off the palm from othcr great 
citics for the making of bonbons and ail sorts of sweelmeais. 
Spain, which for many years held the supremacy, can now no 
longer compete wiih France. Alm^st every town in the 
country hns a t^cci alité for some sort of bonbon, Bouen» foi 
instance, is noted for its delicious sucre de pomme; Bourg fot 
its pralines ; Paris combines her own efforts in this Une with 
thèse of evcry olher French town, and the struggle for 
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supremacy now lies between tbe différent confectioners. 
Boissier and Gouache were for a long time in about the same 
rank; but tbose delicious and indescribable fruits farcis, 
brougbt out last year, placed Boissier far in advance of ail 
competitors. A lival is about to appear in tliis line, and, îf 
report speaks true, he will prove a formidable one. Certain 
it is that a sbop, situated in tbe Eue de la Paix, is being fitted 
up in a style that throws the palaces of tbe " Arabian Nights** 
far into tbe shade. A parterre of growing flowers is to 
occupy the centre of tbe sbop, wbile gusbing fountains and 
uncaged birds will at once make tbe perfumed air cool by 
tbeir dashing waters, and melodious witb tbe merry chants of 
the feathered songàters. Ail sorts of bonbons can of course 
be procured hère ; but tbe spécialité of the sbop — the ne plus 
ultra of good things — is to be " tbe eatable bouquet ! " 
This is neither more nor less than a bunch of real flowers 
covered witb crystaUized sugar. The coating of sugar is put 
o^ wbile tbe flowers are still on tbe busb. The flowers are 
then allowed to ripen in tbe sun witb the applied sweetness 
added to tbeir own. The ingenious inventor is reported to 
bave sent a bouquet of violets prepared in this way tô the 
Princess Clotilde. Tbe delicious odour and biiUiant tints of 
the flowers are preserved, and when the fair possessor is tired 
of gazing upon them, sbe bas still left a feast fit for Hebe. 
It is said that no bonbon as y et produced can equal in 
delicacy this floral tit-bit. Koses are prepared in the same 
manner. The effect on them is peculiarly beautiful, the sugar 
sparkling like dew after a summer shower. 

Wbo could say there was nothing new under the son 
while tbe Eatable Bouquet remaiued yet undiscovered ? 
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Anecdote of M. ronld and the Emperor — A IJncky Knd and a 
Curious Bijou — ^A Blunder well Retrieved — ^The New Ballet 
— ^Hésitation as to the Name — ^MUe. Livry and her fte- 
eeptors — ^The Easfaion in Bonnets and C^caka — Astrakan Fur, 
how obtaiDed — A Dachess's Eancj — ^The Prinoesa Metter- 
nick's Usinier Costume — Pansiaa Ladies of the *' Monde" 
—Tkc Ladies' Club. 

Paris, Friday, NoTember 30, 18€0. 

The Ministeriai changes of course fonn the leading topic rf 
conversation as of correspondence this wedc. The gentlemen 
are deeply engrossed in discussing this important subjecti 
andtherefore I suppose I may be permitted to tonch uponît. 
But do not be alarmed ! I shall not endeavour togÎFeyou 
ti sketch of the past political life of the persons retiring from 
office, or my idea of the future policy of those entering upon 
their duties. I shall merely give a little anecdote, wMch 
possesses the merit of being true, and of remaining as yet 
nntold. M. Eould, ex-Minister of State, has, it is wcll 
known, for years, been the constant follower of the changing 
fortunes of the Emperor. To prove that even résignation o 
office had not modified his old feeling of affection, M. EouH» 
when he went to take con^é of his Sovereign, said, " Sre, 
' in taking leave of your Majesty, I désire to assure you Hat 
in the future, as in the past, my fortune, my exertions, and 
my life are ever at your Majesty 's disposai." Charmed with 
this speech, the Emperor rose, and with a warm embrace, 
said, " Mon cher Fould, those sentiments I receive with joy, 
as they prove to me that though I hâve lost a minister, I 
still préserve a friend." 
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lEhe other day, a pedestriau was fortunate enougli to >fimd 
in the Jàvenue des Champs Elysées, a most beautiful aad 
^nuioi» é^m^, which Le immediately conreyed to tlie Pb^Ih:- 
ture €f Police. It is a ring, enriched with a fine raby, upon 
whioh fltcme i^ set a royal crown and the letteis " Y.£.," ail 
in diamonds. The mby Aies open when a secret spring is 
iouchâd, and underneath is an almost imperceptible steroo- 
seope, làe glasses of which are hardly larger than pins' heads^ 
and yet so great is their power that they cause to appenr as 
large as 'smali visiting cards the portraits of the Prinee 
Consort and ikie Pnnoe of Wales, which are underneath. 
Thèse portraits are invisible to the naked eye ; yet with tàe 
miniature stéréoscope hère employed, even the titles of those 
distinguished persons, written underneath the portraits, are 
distinctly visible. This ling, which must of course belong 
to the royal famUy of England, has been recognised by the 
maker as one which he sent to that Court, but which, with 
many'other valuable jewels ordered, never reached its deati- 
nation, the whole coffret having been stolen from a railway 
station. The police are making active exertions for the 
discovery of the author of this daring robbery. 

In the présent dearth of wit and repartee in this " woik 
o' day world." it is a pleasure to record a little bon mot like 
the foUowing. The scène passed in the drawing-room of ai 
American lady, who, in spite of her démocratie birth and 
ideas, has we^y assemblies of aQ that is noble and aristo- 
cratie in Paris. The conversation turning upoa the déplor- 
able events of 1793, a young Count of the Empire related 
the wrongs that his ancestors had suffered iu those melan- 
choly days. At this moment Monsieur T. was announced. 
" Ah, Madame," said the Count, " there is a charming 
go/rqon — my best friend — ^yet he is that which of ail things 

z % 
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I moat detest, a Republican." " Vraiment /" said tire fair 
daughter of Columbia, " les Républicains sont donc bien i 
détester ?" " Mais oui /" said the aristocratie sufferer from 
tïie fury of the Frencli Republicans of 1793. The lady 
smiled. The count perceived bis error — he had forgottea 
her birth and prédilections. The laugh was against him— 
his gallantry temporarily involved. He redeemed it the next 
day ; for before breakfast a liveried servant had brought ft 
bouquet, the flowers of which were so arranged as to reprc- 
sent the American flag. The standard concealed beneatk 
its fragrant st ripes and camélia stars the folio wing coupH 
written in the count*s band : — 



" Les Républicains j'abhorre, 
Les Républicaines j'adore ; 
Et tout ceci pour vous montrer 
Ce que fait le final e," 

TLe lady graciously overlooked the word adorée excusing it as 
a poet's licence ; but, fearing licence might degenerate into 
liberty, bas declared she will never attempt rcîpartee again. 

The long-expected ballet, Le Papillon, has at last been 
performed at the Grand Opéra. There had been great inde- 
dsiou in regard to the name. The authors feared that, in 
spile of Mdlle. Livr^^'s light-footedness, the title might pro- 
Toke in vidions comparisons. The story recurred to memorr 
of the unthinking motlier who named her daughter " Grâce," 
which when the girl reached woman's estate proved to bea 
sad misuouier. But Taglioni insisted upon PapilloT^ and 
her fiât was absolu te. The first représentation was, of 
course, brilliant ; the Emperor and ail the ladies and gentle- 
men of the Court being présent, together with as many as 
oould obtain seats of the noble and wealthy foreigaers now 
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in town. The music is exceedingly pretty, and uncommonly 
well suited for dancing ; but I must say I agrée with those 
who objected to the •* Butterfly" appellative. If I had been 
called upon, I 8hould bave cbristened the pièce after the 
** Grasshopper ;" Mdlle. Livry's long thin limbs being 
exactly like those of that inoffensive but much-abused insect* 
while her terrifie jumps most singularly keep up the resem- 
blance. The affair is most exquisitely put upon the stage» 
the last scène far exceeding anything I bave ever seeu in 
brilliancy and fairy effect. Mdlle. Livry was called for at 
the dose of the ballet, and appeared, leading on her precep- 
tress, the once adored Taglioni. The pupil is incontestnbly 
tbe danseuse of the day. She is very young, and it is likely 
a few years will give her lithe figure that ronnduess we 
expect in the votaries of Terpsichore. 

Qnilted bonnets are very much wom this year. They are 
usually made with the soft or hanging crovni, and of course 
are only wom with demi-toïlfttes. Soratimes they are stitched 
with a différent coloured silk from the material itself ; as for 
instance, black silk or satin run with grecn, red, or blue silk. 
I saw one composed of black satin, with narrow gold braid 
sewed over the stitching. But gold is hnrdiy consistent with 
the négligé character of the bonnet. The pattems for quilt- 
ing are quite varied. They are no longer confined to the 
sqnares, which at one time were the only choice of those who 
desired quilted bonnets. New the material is sent to be 
inarked like braiding, and the quilting is therefore very even, 
as of course the lines must be carefully foUowed. VThe 
walls of Troy " pattem is very pretty and new for bonnets. 

The last novelty in cloak-trimming is that black curly 
for, called " Astrakan/' which made its appearanee at the doee 
of l^t wiuter. I say» made its appearance — I mean among 



tltf civiliâed world — ûx it has been used ficom time inan*- 
munal by the highar clasa of Pecsians. Theae disgiifltiii^ 
àuày^ bot no doubt highly interesting persons hâve tkeûrkaiiv 
QE chapeoMXy or whaterer they cail their sBgar-loafed heaA- 
gaar; trimmed with this fur — almost as great a rarity aa aoap 
aad water in tbeir country, being nothing lésa than the âir ai 
th«: uniom black sfaeep. Imagine how many "moiherB d 
ihb i(M." aie sacrificed in Persia to obtain this objeot ol 
caprieious fancy. Jî ail tàe " Asiracan " wom in Paiia this 
jreHT had corne to ns in. this barbarous maiin«; shepherda and 
shepherdessea might go hang up their crooks and tfaemaeiYfli 
atitOBce»^ for their flocks must haye been extenninated by tlas 
ose of £ashion's freaks. Bat some ingénions peraon^ has 
mmaged to imitate tibe artide in woollen staff. Then^ agus, 
the coats of young white sheep aie dyed to look, like thoas o£ 
thâx little black brethren. By this new whint of taste the 
'* hlack sheep of the flock " (a term osually synonymons injùi. 
eierything that is bad) is snddenly laised to a high: djegreft o£ 
iiiqx)rtance. " So wags the Yfoàd" 

The bad weathea: bas caosed a Taat niimber of BaJmondl 
poiiicoats to make their appearance. Thoae coming fiatun 
EiiglftTïd oacried the day antil one of the cdebiated dxw»i^ 

makera indoced. the Duchess de M to w&u xatter a 

novel one,. manu^actuied h^ne; it was: oonspoaed of. red 
manno, and had sewed ronnd the: bottom black. oildoth,, 
about a quartev ol & yaed wîda. Patent leather' Balmcmi 
boots, œaching: far abo¥& the ankle, and red stockiiigs^ 
aoQompaniedldiiiflrsingular pettiboal:^ whicL remindad me: oi 
the costume ot the y^îiotieM'iaiMa$Mk,^ aa the npp^-partkiBT; 
of. the oikdoth was ont into deep pointsk. 

Altogelàer^.the.wintecfiudiiQiiahave this yeac a deeideA. 
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tomposed of thîck shaggy cloths, omamented with larg^^ 
buttons ; the sleeves almost tight, and rather on the " peg-T 
top " principle. With their tiny hands, coquettishly placei 
in the oapacions pockets of this rather peculiar great-coat^, 
and their little feet encased in tbree-guinea boots of a studiedL 
ooaraeness, our Parisian belles may daily be seen promenading, 
neer the omamental water in the Bois de Boulogne. The 
Princess Mettemioh wore yesterday a black velvet dress— a, 
"thick grey coat as described above — a black velvet bonnet 
witk white lace curtain, trimming light bine feathers under- 
neaik, and Une velvet strings — gloves, lemon-coloured. Thîi 
iadjj who is far from being pretty, has been called the leader 
of tlie ton, and the title she has undoubtedly acquired hy thé 
readiaess with which she adopts fashions which please her,J. 
whetler they axe risquées or not. Peculiar dresses, that, 
many another lady would shrink from wearing, for fear of 
fixing more "attention than any modest dame can meet 
without a blush," are eagerly seized upon by the Princess» 
It appears that this lady's principal topic of conversation isj, 
her own ugliness. She laughs at it, and calls herself le singe 
} à la Twde, Of her it is that a very high personage (of coursé' 
of the maie sex) said, " Elle était inventée pour prouver que 
la beaaté n'est pas nécessaire.'* 

Thèse poor ladias of the " Monde !" one cannot be severe 
with them when one reflects that they hâve no earthly em- 
ployment to occupy their brains, and not enough of the com« 
modity to find any for themselves. To change a life of dreaiy 
monotonous luxury, they rush to any extrême — excess in 
dress in some, simple désire of admiration in others, while 
with a large proportion laying aside the convenances is a most 
common method of producing a piquant change of ideas. It 
has been said that nothing resembles a grisette so muclt as a 
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fTMde dame: and never bave I been so struck with the 
traih of this as withm tbe last raonth. Walking on the 
Boulevards with a feraale friend in the evening — than whidi 
iheir sainted grandmothers would sooner hâve attemptcd 
Blondin's perilous trip over Niagara — visiting théâtres, wbere 
the only amusement is effrénée dancinf^, and songs fulL of 
rnlgar inuendos — ^these are the amusements of the damss eu 
plus grande monde of the présent day. This, though takm 
up by them, did not originate with French ladies. It begm 

with a Russian noblewoman, Mme. de koff, and *he 

Polish ska, aud the Spanish do ; the same lalie» 

who bave organized for tbemselves, at a celebrated Geman 
waiering place, a Ladies* Club, where lying on divans ail Jay 
long, smoking cigarettes, drinking Champagne, receinng 
iheir admirers, and reading French novels of the vorst 
stamp, they manage to kill time. And ail they give il ex- 
ehange for this desideratum is honour, self-esteem, b^th, 
Btrength, an originally noble mind, beauty, love, and religion f 
•• En vérité, très peu de chose !" but enough to frighten inj 
one who, albeit of their enviable (?) monde, knows — 



' tliis trutli (enough for man to know), 

Yirtue ivlone is iiappiuess below ; 

The only point where human bliss stands still. 

And tastes the good without tbe fall to iU/' 




PRinnn bt w. ostell^ habt steeet, bloomsbubt. 
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MR. WILLIAM TINSLEY'S 

LIST OF NEW WORKS. 



Jost Published, price Five Shillings, 
A NEW WORK 



BT 



R. BLANCHARD JERROLD, 



ENTITLED 



CHROKICLES OF THE CRUTCH» 

ThiB work consista of a séries of qaaint stories and papers, contribated 
by Mr. Jerrold to " Household Words." 

*' No one eau take np this volume, and read a few of its pages, wîthont 
at once admitting that much of the racy humour and sarcastin ntteranee 
of the late Douglas Jerrold has been inherited by bis son." — BeWê 
Messenger. 

*' XTnder this quaint title Mr. Jerrold asks the suffrage of the publie 
for a yery pleasant little volume. . . . "We veuture to sny that Mr. Jerrold 
lias numaged his Connecting matter very sldlfolly."— /^M/ro/^^ Londim 
Jifems, 
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NEW WORK BY MK. BITCHIB. 
Jiiai.INibliiliad, prîce Five Shillings, 

A B U T L, IT D N. 



BT 



a. EWINO RITCHIE. 

Author of' The NigU Side ofLondon;' '*Eere and There in Landan;* 

'The London PulpU," ^. 

OoiTEBNTS: — ^Newspaper People — Spiritoalism — ^About Coat«i 
Highgate— Tom Tidler's Grotmd— Westminster Abbey — ^Lon- 
don Cliarities — Pedestrianism — Over London Bridge — ^The 
Honse of Comnons and the Early Glosing Movement— Town 
Morals — The same aabjeot contimied — ^London Matrimonial— 
Breach-of-Promise Cases — ^The London Yolunteers — Criminal 
London — C!oneemiug Cabs — Pree Drinking Pountaina— (Con- 
clusion, 

'' Mr. Bitchie ought to be a papoter aathor, and largdy read by a 
numeroas and highly respectable class." — Athenœum, 

**l!bÊB!f ai8 al wriUen «Ità aoth a famwledg» oC eaah luifae^ aâ ai%bl 
be expected from a perceptive and accnrate observer, who bas gained bis 
exporâiOT from htmself, wh9e tb» d e wilp^ v» wwitÎBg k tiwft^ a pnc- 
tised hand." — Ittiutrated London JMwr. 

**WecaBgtf&lo«hfBwoi]le«r beartitst pnbei ^AboakLMioa' is 
wfittni bj One w hwo olgeot k •■ m«di to faalniffl aa to mmh^ wak "fAm 
smecds wîllniit nyvppwent «ibii m doiag Wtib We m} itHhiat any 
apparent effort, because Mr. Bitchie's sketches are too bold to baalii^ Mv 
slj^toaflaetttaaiMtoiattobalaboiiMd. NQtwitiwtaiidin«ftii»5Ab«it 
I^Hidaa' difjdayt aa anMiiBt of îadnstriraB liBaaiiA vaiy m^ siifr 
^'^f^ ^^ A knovladge of sao and naanon wbicà oaif. egyâMwa' ni 
^Éîve expérience, moreover — can nipply." — LUerary Chuette, 
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*' The subjects for the most part are familiar to us, and the easy and 
uuaffected style in which they are treated is always sare to gratify witk- 
out wcarying the rcader.** — Morntng Advertiêer. 

" Mr. Eitchie bas abready gi?en ns variom works devoted to metropoli** 
tan subjects, snch as * The Night Side of London/ * The London Polpit/ 
* Hère and There in London.' His volnme * About Tiondon ' will, no 
doubt, be as widely circolated as ita predccessors. In it he comrounicates 
a vaat^ inass of informatioa in a pleasant, gossipmg style." — lUmtraitdC 
News of the World. 

" Mr. Ritchie is well and favoorably known as one of those writers 
who, wfailst possessed of a keen and observant eye, remarks ail the 'soeiil 
inconsistencies of which haraan society in the great modem Babylon, is 
coapDsed, and spares neither those who may be said to hold the langoagt^ 
of the first murderer — 'Am I my brother's keeperP' nor others, who 
grovel in the sensuality, which speedily deforms man into little less than 
the beast of the earth. In this, the last of the several books in which he 
has related the doings of London lîfe, high and low, he does not enter so 
fi^y into tbe mysteries of the singnlar career of the Arabe of our stracti^ .. 
but tonches matters on a somewhat higher level with the sarae force and 
intelligence, which he has hitherto manifested, combined with a more 
génial and pleasant refinement, which will commend its information to 
those who may bave been dispoaed to be somewhat hypercritical as to 
the advisability of too eloeely ' holding the mirror np to nature/ and 
showing yice ita own deformity and horror." — BelPs Weeily MtMeÊ^eitm 

"The newbook by Mr. Ritchie, entitled 'About London,' fully sustains 
the réputation of the anthor of ' The Night Side of London.' It is, both 
iamaiter and maaner, a moit readable volume. Ib. a séries of twettty 
chaftors the more conspicnonBand characteristic places and persous aboot ^ 
Londoo are admirably sketched. The author indulges in ail his modes».- 
He is observant, penetrative, didactic, satirical, and reâective. Healttaji^- 
cbeerfulness, and hope, however, are the pervading tonea of this werk. 
Whether the subjeot be the 'Newspaper People,' 'Spiriinalism,' 'Londoifc . 
QoAb/ or ' Criminai London/ he has the happy disposition of edodi^ ' 
good «ad ennohling lesaoos and influence from each and alL" — Freêt. 
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NOW READY: 

A New Edition, revised and greatly enlarged, with a foll Index, 

DR. WARDROP'S VALU AELE WORK: 

ON THK NATURE AND TREATMENT 

OF THE 

DISEASES OF THE HEÂRT; 

CONTAININO ALSO 80ME 

;NEW VIEWS OF THE circulation OF THE BLOOD, 

WITH 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE MUSCOLO-CARDTAC, THE PULMO-CARDJAC, 
AND THE VENO-PULMONARY FUNCTI0N8. 

BY 

JAMES WARDROP, M.D., 

Surgeon to fhe persan of George IV., Felîow of ihe Bayai Society, mnd 

ijihe B/>yal Collège qf Surgeons of Edinburgh; Fellow ofihe MoyiJ 

Culhge of Stngeons of England ; Member of the Impérial 

Academy of Medicine of Paris^ Moscoto, St Petersburg^ 

and Wehia; Member of the Royal Médical and 

Surgical Siwiety of Be» lin, and of ihe Médical 

Socitfty of Leipsic, §fc. ^c, ^c, 

A JŒW EDITION, CâBEFULLT REYISED, WITH CONSIDSBABLE 
ADDITIONS, AND A COFIOUS INDEX. 

[Large Octayo, 18s » 

•* AUogether Dr. Wardrop's treatîse can be rcad by even the sceptie 
with both interest and advantage, for it is always as usefol in medidne, 
not less thao in pulitics, to look at sobjects from two points of view.*' — 
S%e Press. 

" Dr. Wardrop bas studied the several steps wbereby ihe science of 
pbysical diagnosis bas attained the proximate certainty it at présent boasts. 
He bas traced its progress, and marked its sources of error. If hewitbholdi 
tbe fuU measure of hU approval from that reliance ou purely pbysical 
phenomena which constitutes the dogrons of material scholasts, it is tbal 
tbeitiystery of vital action may be studied in no mechanical spirit, and 
tbat results proclaiming changes accomplished may be distinguished from 
causes which indicate operatious in progress." — Morning J^o^, 



Mr. JFîlliam Tiruley^a Lut ofKew Work». 

NOTICE. 



Just Fablished, the Second Edition, revised, corrected, and 

greatly enlarged, of 

MR. GEO. AUGUSTUS SALA'S 

NAREATIVE 
OP THE GRAKD 

YOLUNTEEH REYIEW* 

TO WHICU IS ADDED AN ACCOUNT OF THE 

WIMBLEDON SHOOTING-MATCH. 

%* This Edition, whicli has been enlarged by Sixteen Pages, 
contains a correct list of ail the Voluntuer Corps tliat were 
reviewed by Her Majesty, witli the nariie of the Commander, 
description of dress, and nunîber of each Company; as well as a 
full account of the Grand Rifle-Match at Wimbledon. 



PRICE SIXPENCE, POST FREE, 



The Moming Advertiser says :— 

"We anticipate an immédiate and extensive sale for this opportuna 
aad patriotio pablication. It is a beautiful writteo and graphie narrative 
of one of the greatest events — perhaps in its political and military bearings 



Mr. WUUam TmOefê IM ùfNem Wark%. 



ike gnata^ erent— of the pwnt iitiiij. Mr. Sak bas evidenti? 
writtea ont of Uie fîilneM of his beart, and the result û an doqaent and 
Tivid litanrf nriev of the graatcrt adhtaij YolHteer Berieir which has 
erer been witneaaed in thit or in anj other eonntiy. Mr. Tînsley has 
done good lerrioe to his amtàry in peirpctaitiiig the détails of that great 
erent bj so able and popnlar a pen as that of Mr. George Augostus Sala. 
and in poblishing the little woik at so moderate a pricc as to place il 
within the readi of alL" 



PREPARING FOR IMMEDIATE PUBLICATION. 



A New, Revised, and Enlaiged Edition of 

THE NIGHT SIDE Of WJ^WK 

THIRD EDITION. 

BT 

J. EWING RITCHIE, 

▲UTHOB OF •' ABOUT LONDON," ETC. 



LONDON: W. TINSLEY, 314, STBAND. 
And maj be ordered of ail Booksellers, and at ail EaSkway Stations. 
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